Pre-site
· Optional activity: View the award-winning 18-minute audio-visual program, "Cowpens: A Battle Remembered."
· Have the class study topographical maps of the battlefield found at http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/images/map1.jpg http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/images/map2.jpg http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/images/map3.jpg
· http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/images/map4.jpg.
 Have them explain the meaning of the topographical lines. How do they think hills, swales, and creeks affected the battle? 
o        Have the class study a topographical map of the Battle of Camden found at http://www.battleofcamden.org/transoverlaymap.jpg. Compare and contrast the Camden and Cowpens terrain and how the commanders used them.
o        Read the excerpt from Sketches of the Life and Correspondence of Nathanael Greene by William Johnson. What landforms are mentioned? Why was Nathanael Greene critical of Daniel Morgan's choice of ground? How did Daniel Morgan defend his choice? 
o        Download this map showing battle sites in the south between 1778 and 1781. http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/misc/amerrevol/AMREAmap6.pdf Why are most of the battles located along rivers or roads? What rivers did militia coming from Virginia and Tennessee have to cross to get to the Cow Pens? What rivers and mountains did the men have to cross to meet Daniel Morgan at the Cowpens?
 
· **REQUIRED**for NPS to accompany group on the battlefield trail during onsite visit. 
Before arriving at Cowpens National Battlefield, assign each student or groups of students different participants or aspects of the battle to study and be able to present to the class during the onsite visit. Two or three sentences per student are sufficient. Suggested research topics and websites where the students can start their research are listed below. The teacher will tell park staff which subjects students are prepared to discuss. 
·    The fall of Charleston and how it led up to the Battle of Cowpens, http://lib.jrshelby.com/moncure.pdf  (Can do a Ctrl f search)
·        The fall of Camden and how it led up to the Battle of Cowpens, http://lib.jrshelby.com/moncure.pdf  (Can do a Ctrl f search)
·        The victory at Kings Mountain and how it led up to the Battle of Cowpens http://www.history.army.mil/books/RevWar/KM-Cpns/AWC-KM1.htm
·        Battlefield intelligence (role of scouts/spies) http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/chap3.htm
http://lib.jrshelby.com/moncure.pdf (Can do a Ctrl f search for intelligence)
· Battlefield logistics (how troops and equipment arrived at and maneuvered on the battlefield) http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/chap3.htm
· Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/historyculture/lieutenant-colonel-banastre-tarleton.htm
· Brigadier General Daniel Morgan, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/historyculture/daniel-morgan.htm
·        Continental Army
    http://lib.jrshelby.com/moncure.pdf (Can do a Ctrl f search)
·        Colonel Andrew Pickens, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/historyculture/andrewpickens.htm
·        Patriot militia, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/forteachers/otherresources.htm
http://genealogytrails.com/main/militarydefinitions.html
·        Battlefield terrain and how it affected troop movements http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/adhi/adhi1.htm, http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/bearss/chap3.htm  
http://lib.jrshelby.com/moncure.pdf
·        The effectiveness of the weapons (muskets, rifles, cannons)
http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/exhibits/revwar/vafo/vaforifle.html
http://www.11thpa.org/artillery.html
http://www.11thpa.org/Bess.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Depts/MilSci/Resources/glossary.html#m
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Depts/MilSci/Resources/glossary.html#r
http://military.discovery.com/history/revolutionary-war/weapons/weapons.html
·        The British Army
http://www.nps.gov/cowp/historyculture/british-units-at-the-cowpens.htm
Role of African-Americans in the Battle of Cowpens, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/forteachers/otherresources.htm, http://www.nps.gov/cowp/historyculture/patriot-minorities-at-the-battle-of-cowpens.htm
http://www.esperstamps.org/aa11.htm
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