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The Explorer





Terra Incognita,


The Unknown Land





Francisco Vásquez de Coronado began his journey over 460 years ago, setting out with 339 soldiers and over 1100 Indian allies.  He left Compostela, Mexico with hope and excitement, following vague stories of untold riches and of cities filled with gold.  People had been living in the area for thousands of years; farming, hunting, raising their families.  Yet for Coronado, it was a wilderness filled with wonder and hardship.  Coronado National Memorial commemorates his expedition and protects a piece of that wilderness, offering the opportunity for you to explore the terra incognita. 





Explore the many trails—


Laced with over eight miles of trails, Coronado National Memorial offers hiking opportunities for many levels of fitness.  Bring your hat, walking stick, hiking boots and water and have  an adventure!





Nature Trail—


Adjacent to the visitor center, this trail offers a quick introduction to the plants in the Memorial.  Walk among manzanita, piñon and oak.  Signs provide information as well as identification by common and scientific names.





The Cave Trail—


Beginning at the visitor center, the trail to Coronado Cave offers not only a great two mile hiking experience, but also an opportunity to do a little more exploration at the end of the trail.  Coronado Cave is about 600 feet long, with a variety of formations.  Two flashlights are recommended for exploring the cave.  A free permit is required and can be obtained at the visitor center. 


 


Coronado Peak Trail—


It begins at the top of Montezuma Pass Overlook, about 3 miles from the visitor center.  The Coronado Peak Trail is a 0.4 mile hike that switchbacks to the top, with a 300 foot elevation gain.  The vista from Coronado Peak is spectacular, with an almost 320° panorama view overlooking Mexico and Southern Arizona. 





Yaqui Ridge Trail—


This trail is approximately 4 miles round trip, working its way along the ridgeline and eventually down to the international border.  Yaqui Ridge Trail is the beginning of the Arizona Trail which stretches from Mexico to the Arizona-Utah border.





Joe’s Canyon Trail—


It is a more strenous hike and begins at Montezuma Pass Overlook or at the visitor center, depending on where you want to start.  It is 3.1 miles each way, with an elevation gain of about 1300 feet.  The trail  winds through oak and piñon forests with breathtaking views down the canyon to the valley floor.  





The Crest Trail—


For those who really want a workout, the Crest Trail begins at Montezuma Pass and continues out of the park to Miller Peak.                                 (continued on page 4) 





Coronado National Memorial is the only National Park Service unit which commemorates Francisco Vásquez de Coronado’s 16th century expedition into what is now the United States.  The Memorial offers extraordinary views of the San Pedro River Valley and an opportunity to delve into the first major exploration of the American Southwest by European explorers.





Coronado National Memorial


4101 E. Montezuma Canyon Rd.


Hereford, AZ 85615�


Phone


520-366-5515





E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Denise_M_Shultz@nps.gov" ��Denise_M_Shultz@nps.gov��


Web


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/coro" ��www.nps.gov/coro�





The National Park Service cares for the 


special places saved by the American people 


so that all may experience our heritage.
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Enactors depicting Coronado’s Expedition of 1540-1542.                                                        NPS Photo
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Exploring Your National Parks


As the summer comes to an end, this becomes my favorite time of year to explore the outdoors.  I love the damp smell the summer monsoons bring and it always enchants me to watch the wildlife preparing for the winter.  Although the high desert lacks the dramatic leaf changes that the northeast experiences, we come to appreciate the cooler temperatures that the fall brings back each year.   A family picnic becomes much more attractive without the glaring sun to hide from!   





With the beginning of a new season, the staff and I want to take this opportunity to begin an interactive relationship with our park neighbors and to continue to reach out to our volunteers and help them stay engaged with the memorial.  My hope is that you find this newsletter both interesting and tantalizing.  The staff here at Coronado National Memorial wants to get to know our neighbors and to make you feel welcome and a part of this wonderful little treasure of a national park.  Over the coming months you will continue to hear from us about upcoming events or issues and get snippets of information encouraging you to come explore what’s right down the road from you.  





In keeping with this issue’s theme of “Exploring”, the staff and I have been “exploring” ways to return the memorial back to its original condition after the flood of July 2006.  With the onset of global climate change, we hope to also improve the memorial facilities to reduce the impacts the rains may bring in the future. 





We have been grateful for taxpayer dollars that have come our way to support the restoration efforts here in the memorial and are pleased to say that all facilities are now open to the public.  I anxiously await the opportunity to see our visitors return and to invite new friends into our boundaries.  The National Park Service considers our neighbors and our surrounding communities partners in the effort to maintain this place now and for future generations.  It is our hope that you are made to feel part of your national park and to come and explore with friends and family or experience it as a place of solitude for yourself.  That’s why we’re here.





We look forward to seeing you or hearing from you in the coming months.





Kym A. Hall


Superintendent





The Memorial is a small enough area to thoroughly explore on each visit whether you are  a first time or a regular visitor.  Even though the Memorial is small compared to other National Park Service units, there is something new to see or do each and every visit.  Each season has its own unique sights and sounds.  As a Park Ranger patrolling every day in the Memorial, I see or experience something new on a daily basis.  It may be the seasonal monsoon thunderstorms which seem to hold steady in Montezuma Canyon in the afternoons, the turkeys that want to make their home in the picnic area, or the javalina herds that come to the Visitor Center watering hole in search of an easy drink.





To have a safe and enjoyable visit, it is essential to use good judgement and be aware of your surroundings.  Generally, the Memorial is very safe however, due to the park’s location adjacent to the Republic of Mexico, some extra safety precautions should be considered.  Recently several signs were installed at the Memorial entrance and each trailhead, warning visitors that the Memorial is a known smuggling area.  These signs are to encourage visitors to be aware of this fact and to enlist their assistance in keeping the Memorial protected by notifying park staff of any unusual activities.  In the history of the Memorial, there have been no reported violent encounters between visitors and smugglers.  Smugglers try to avoid contact with visitors in order to further their operations undetected.  In the very rare circumstance that smugglers or undocumented aliens are encountered or if something unusual is observed, we encourage you to report the incident to park staff either by phone or at the Visitor Center.  Do not allow an encounter to interrupt your visit unless you feel threatened.  Never, ever attempt to confront a smuggler or undocumented alien.  In the rare circumstance that you do pass a smuggler or undocumented alien on one of the trails, the best policy is to continue on and do not acknowledge their presence.  You may then report the incident to law enforcement at a later time.  Your safety is paramount.  Call or stop by the Visitor Center if you have any questions. 





NPS Photo by Mark Wozniak








Safety When You’re 


Out and About               Giasone Gigliotti





Exploring the World of Birds				      Alan Blixt





Coronado National Memorial is home to many species of birds.  Two often seen species, the Mexican Jay and the Acorn Woodpecker, are cooperative breeders.  This means the birds do not breed the year after being born, but instead become ‘helpers’ to provide food and protection for the next generation of young.  According to The Birder’s Handbook, only about 3% of bird species are cooperative breeders. What do they raise their young this way?





The Mexican Jays you see and hear at Coronado are usually seen in family groups.  The female is a ‘helper’ for only one or two years until she starts her own family.  The male can be a ‘helper’ for up to six years.  By delaying their time to breed, these birds increase their breeding success over the course of their lifetimes.  In most cases the young are fed more than half what they eat by the ‘helpers.’





Protection is important as well.  The Mexican Jay is a favored food for the Cooper’s Hawk.  When the Mexican Jays forage for acorns and other food, they post sentries to set off the alarm if a Cooper’s Hawk shows up.  The sentries are also used by the Woodpeckers at Coronado, so they often mix-flock with the Mexican Jays in the non-breeding season.  In the winter the Arizona Woodpecker, Acorn Woodpecker, Northern Flicker and Red-naped Sapsucker can be seen foraging with the Mexican Jays.  The younger birds benefit from following the older birds who know how to forage and where to locate food.  The older birds benefit by having youngsters on the outside of the flock, reducing their chances of being preyed upon.


The second cooperative breeder, the Acorn Woodpecker, is very different.  The Birder’s Handbook says the female Acorn Woodpecker will take up to four males as mates for the season.  The woodpeckers store acorns in telephone poles, dead trees and dead branches.  These storage areas, called grainaries, need to be protected from squirrels and other acorn eaters.  The extra males help defend their stored acorns and provide food for the young.





Maybe we can learn something from our avian friends.  Cooperation and working together benefits both species of birds, increasing their productivity and survival.  And what about patience and deferred gratification?  By delaying breeding, they increase their reproductive success over their lifetime.  Are there another species that coud benefit by cooperating, working together and being patient?  As you enjoy Coronado National Memorial, I hope you’ll take time to reflect on the life around you and how we are all a part of that life.











Explore A Cave!                       Maggi Daly





Share the wonders of exploration and imagine the sense of adventure that Francisco Vásquez de Coronado had in 1540. Explore the underground world of Coronado Cave. Something magical happens underground. Feel the cave air, the smells, the quiet, the utter darkness when your lights are turned off. Marvel at the beauty of nature in the formations and crystals that took thousands, if not millions of years to form, drop by drop. 





Step back in time and imagine how humankind may have first used Coronado Cave. Was it a dwelling or maybe just a hide out? It offers shelter from the outside elements or from an enemy. The legends claim that the Apache Indians used the cave as a hide out from the U.S. Army. 





The adventure is far from ordinary. Coronado Cave is a “wild cave;” there are no lights or established paths inside. No matter how many times one travels to the underground world of the caves, it is never the same. 





Let the adventure begin! Pick up a free permit at the Visitor Center between 9:00AM and 4:00 PM, have at least one flashlight for each person (two if you’re hiking alone), wear sturdy shoes and be sure to take water for the hike. The cave is reached by following a one mile temporary trail that leaves from the Visitor Center. The trail climbs 500 feet on the way to the cave entrance. Be sure to enjoy the wonderful views into the San Pedro Valley when you take a break. The entrance to the cave requires a little boulder scrambling and a 20 foot decent in loose gravel. 





Look at the formations use your imagination and make up names for them. Maybe if you’re lucky, you’ll meet the friendly dragon that resides in the cave.  Enjoy your adventure and nature’s underground wonders! Remember:  “Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but carefully placed footsteps, kill nothing but time.”








 Mexican Jay              NPS Photo by John Langholff





Montezuma Canyon            NPS Photo by David Bly
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The Explorer newsletter is a publication of Coronado National Memorial.  It is produced on site by the Interpretive Division.





Editor


Denise Shultz


Chief of Interpretation
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Giosone Gigliotti


Maggi Daly


Alan Blixt


Denise Shultz
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Mark Wozniak


David Bly


John Langholff





Proofreader


Barbara Argabright-Stanz





Comments? Write to:


Kym Hall, Superintendent


Coronado National Memorial


4101 E. Montezuma Canyon Rd.


Hereford, AZ 85615








Terra Incognita 





It is approximately 5.1 miles each way with an elevation gain of about 3000 feet.  Once you reach the peak, it’s like being on top of the world. 





Coronado National Memorial offers spectacular views of the San Pedro River Valley to the east and the San Rafael Valley to the west.  Watch the sunlight play over the peaks and valleys as the hawks, vultures and swallows search for food, riding the afternoon breezes.  Imagine Coronado travelling over 4000 miles in two years, into areas with hot, arid deserts and steep, rugged mountains.  Contemplate the unease of not knowing if the people you meet will be friendly or hostile.  As you explore the memorial, will you be walking in Coronado’s footsteps?  Probably not, but you’ll enjoy many of the same plants and animals he encountered on his journey and see some of the same spectacular scenery.  You, however, will have the comfort of knowing you’ll have dinner and a soft bed for the night!  





(continued from page 1)





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
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Hereford, AZ 85615











“We must get beyond textbooks, go out into the bypaths and untrodden depths of the wilderness and travel and explore and tell the world the glories of our journey.“                  John Hope Franklin
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  Safety Checklist





Cell phone service is usually out of range within the Memorial





Know where you are at all times, follow good safety procedures and use common sense when making decisions





Do not pick up hitchhikers





Keep valuables, including spare change, out of sight and lock your vehicle





Avoid traveling on well used but unofficial trails





Avoid hiking in areas of major border activity





Do not make contact with people in distress





Report ANY suspicious behavior to park staff
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