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CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL – NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

August 31, 2007
Contact:  Kym Hall, Superintendent
The National Park Service (NPS) has determined that four abandoned mine entrances or adits along the Crest Trail (a section of the Arizona Trail) in Coronado National Memorial should be closed to improve visitor and law enforcement safety. We propose closing entrances to three of these mines with steel gates, which will prevent people from entering the mines while still allowing access for bats and other small animals. We propose filling a portion of the broad, shallow, fourth adit with rocks and re-posting a “Danger, Keep Out” sign nearby. This assessment refers to Crest Trail mine adits numbered 21, 22, 23 and 24. This environmental assessment (EA) examines five alternatives: 
A) no action 

B) install bat-accessible gates and fill section of adit #22 with rocks (the preferred 

alternative 

C) install bat accessible gates at adits #21, 23 and 24 and install steel grating cover on adit #22 

D) install bat-accessible fences and fill section of adit #22 with rocks 

E) install steel cable netting for all adits. 
The preferred alternative (B) would provide for the safety of visitors and law enforcement officials in the area while protecting bats, small animals and their habitat. Negative impacts will involve some trampling of vegetation near the project areas and helicopter noise. These impacts would be short-term (up to two weeks) and localized to the immediate mine areas. Wildlife would be minimally impacted by the project and construction will take place after the Mexican Spotted Owl breeding season. Installing gates will likely benefit affected species as the memorial has gated and monitored two other memorial mines, which have successfully kept people out while allowing bats and other small animals to use the mines.  

If you wish to comment on the Environmental Assessment (EA), you may do so online at the National Park Service website Planning, Environment, and Public Comment http://parkplanning.nps.gov/. This EA will be on public review until October 1, 2007. Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment, including your personal identifying information, might be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
Please address written comments to: 

Kym Hall, Superintendent 

Coronado National Memorial 

4101 East Montezuma Canyon Road 

Hereford, AZ 85615
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