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June 26, 2009
Contact:  Denise Shultz, Chief of Interpretation
The National Park Service (NPS) at Coronado National Memorial in cooperation with the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) is proposing to re-surface, restore and rehabilitate the previously paved 3.5 miles of roadway within the memorial and to provide a sustainable drainage system along the paved portion of the roadway. The purposes of the project is to address healthy and safety concerns related to the aging roadway infrastructure that has reached the end of its structural integrity, enhance the experience of park visitors and restore the aggraded channel within Montezuma Wash.  Extreme flooding in recent years has altered the channel of Montezuma Wash and it is currently threatening the stability of the road.  The Coronado Cave Trail is currently located within the channel of Montezuma Wash.  Due to the extreme flooding events experienced in the past few years maintaining this portion of the trail has come at an increased expense and a repetitive maintenance issue.  East Montezuma Canyon Road has been determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places by the Arizona State Historic Officer (SHPO).  Informal vehicle pull offs along the road shoulder have developed without environmental planning.  These pull off areas are primarily used by law enforcement agencies but occasionally they are used by park visitors.  The memorial’s location on the international border results in a high volume of law enforcement vehicular traffic and the parking along the road shoulder has increased in recent years.  

An Environmental Assessment has been prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision-making framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates issues and impacts to park resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts.  This Environmental Assessment evaluates two alternatives for rehabilitation of the roadway, channel and trail.

Alternative 1—No Action Alternative: In this alternative the emergency repairs made to date would allow the road to remain open but unimproved.  Stream bank erosion along the roadway close to Montezuma Wash would continue to occur.  The continued erosion of the stream banks could put the historic structures of the roadway in jeopardy of collapse and failure.  This alternative could lead to increased and lengthy road closures and possibly the complete failure of the road.  Road closures at the memorial could lead to safety and law enforcement issues related to the ever present need to maintain national security along our shared border with Mexico.  The Coronado Cave trail would remain in Montezuma Wash and annual repairs would be anticipated.  The informal pull offs created by law enforcement and visitors would continue to have environmental impacts through the disturbance and damage to roadside soils, vegetation.  The lower channel of Montezuma Wash would remain aggraded and would continue to function poorly.  
Alternative 2—Preferred Alternative: Alternative B would protect historic structures as well as improve the roadway through the rehabilitation of existing pavement, improve the inadequate road drainage system and would formalize roadside pull offs.  Approximately three concrete low water crossings would be installed to provide for water and sediment transport to Montezuma Wash.  These crossings would be located at contributing washes newly created in recent storm events.  This project would address the ongoing concerns for maintenance of Coronado Cave Trail by moving the trailhead and trail out of the Montezuma Wash.  The project proposes to accelerate the natural restoration process (within the project area) of Montezuma Wash.  The restoration would permit the wash to function more naturally and return the channel to its pre-flood condition.   

This Environmental Assessment will be on public review for 30 days starting June 27, 2009 and ending on July 27, 2009. The memorial encourages public participation and encourages you to comment on this proposed project examined in this Environmental Assessment.  Written suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding the proposed project can be submitted online at the National Park Service (NPS) Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) website at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/.  If you are not able to submit comments electronically through this website, you may submit written comments to the address below.

Superintendent

Coronado National Memorial

4101 East Montezuma Canyon Road

Hereford, Arizona 85615

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment -including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us to withhold your personal identifying information from public we cannot guarantee that we would be able to do so. We would always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available to the public. 
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

