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CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL – NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

May 29, 2008
Contact:  Kym Hall, Superintendent
Coronado National Memorial and the U.S. Forest Service plan to conduct a prescribed burn south of the visitor center on Friday, May 30, 2008.  The visitor center will remain open; however the picnic area will be closed during the burn period.  

The prescribed burn is part of a strategy to create fuelbreaks in the park that will help make a wildfire easier to control if one should occur. The burn is designed to reduce the buildup of vegetation around the visitor center and picnic area. Approximately 35 acres will be treated.  The burn is expected to last approximately one day.  

Prescribed fires are carefully conducted under identified and approved prescription conditions. The prescribed burn will take place only if weather conditions allow. Wind, temperature, relative humidity, and atmospheric pressure will be monitored to ensure safe and effective prescribed fire operations. The burn will be closely coordinated with weather forecasters and air quality managers. 
If the approved prescription conditions do not exist on a specific day, the planned burn will be postponed. For this reason, it is impossible to accurately predict the exact day this prescribed fire will be conducted. 
It is anticipated that Coronado National Memorial and Montezuma Canyon Road (FR 61) will remain OPEN during the burn.  Smoke from the fire may be heavy at times and will be visible from the surrounding region.
For additional information about this fire project, call Nancy Wilcox at 520-366-5515 ext. 24.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

