The sinister castle-like structure on the outskirts of Philadeiphia would seem to have noth-
ing in common with the inspiring landmarks for which the city is known. While
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell symbolize the great American experiment, Eastern
State Penitentiary is a stark reminder that sometimes the experiment can go wrong. From
petty horse thieves to crime boss Al Capone, its Gothic confines have housed every strain
of criminal, in a place that charted new territory in the exploration of criminality.
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