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What was the Underground 
Railroad?
• Resistance to slavery took many forms
• “underground railroad” could have been 

organized but likely “unorganized” efforts
• Free blacks and anti-slavery whites often 

aided escapees
• Misconceptions about what the “railroad” 

was and what it was not
• Was the Underground Railroad effective?











How does the UGRR story relate to 
the Civil War story of Fort 
Donelson and other military forts?
• Who came to the forts and how did they get 

there?
• Was the “underground railroad” active in 

Middle Tennessee and Western Kentucky?
• What were their lives like at the forts? What 

about African-Americans and the 
Confederacy?  Didn’t the Confederate states 
enroll Black Soldiers?







Union Victory at the forts
• Ulysses S. Grant’s terms of “unconditional 

surrender” to Confederates in February 
1862—1st strategic Union victory of  the war

• Runaway slaves were “not released or 
permitted to return to their masters”—
Grant, February 1862

• Union victory “created new opportunities” 
for freedom-seeking slaves





U.S. Military Presence in Middle Tennessee

• Increase in numbers of refugees and 
freedom-seekers in the camps at Donelson & 
Clarksville, Gallatin, Murfreesboro, Columbia, 
Nashville

• Former slaves worked as laborers, teamsters, 
blacksmiths, and cooks

• Women were hired by soldiers as cooks, 
laundresses, and seamstresses

• Communities were established--schools, 
homes, and churches, larger camps are 
established in urban areas











Laborers at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 1862





United States Colored Troops
• Recruitment began at 

the Forts Henry, 
Heiman, & Donelson in 
August 1863

• Men mustered into 
regiments such as the 
13th, 15th, 16th, 17th

USCT, 8th USCHA
• Nashville, Gallatin, 

Murfreesboro began 
recruitment in 1863

• Battle of Nashville







Andrew Jackson Smith

• Escaped from Lyon 
County, KY

• Stayed with officer 
in an Illinois 
Regiment

• 55th Massachusetts 
Infantry

• Medal of Honor



• Soldiers’ Efforts
• Civilians
• Freedmen’s Aid 

Associations
• Freedmen’s Bureau

Efforts to Aid Former Slaves



What do we do now to tell the story?
• Special Programs at the park
• Programs for schools and Teacher 

Workshops
• Parks As Classrooms projects
• Traveling Trunks







Programs by the 12th US Colored 
Heavy Artillery



“Stories from Da Dirt”
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