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Traveling the National Road Teacher Instructions

Student Activity: Conduct an Interview

91 BIOGRAPHY CARDS

Materials
• One copy of a biography card for each pair of students.
• One copy of the corresponding occupation card for each pair of students.

Objectives
After completing the student activity, students will be able to:
• List four facts about a person associated with the National Road.

Standards
Pennsylvania Standards for History
• 8.1.3 B
• 8.1.3 D
• 8.2.3 A
• 8.3.3 A
Pennsylvania Standards for Economics
• 6.1.3 C
• 6.4.3 G
• 6.5.3 B

Procedures
1. Make copies of the biography cards and occupation cards.
2. Put the students in pairs.
3. Give each pair one biography card and the corresponding occupation card.
4. Have the students read the cards they were given.
5. Have the students write an interview for the person on the biography card, using the 

information on the occupation card to help them create an interesting interview.
6. Have the children present their interview to the class in the form of a question-answer dialogue.
7. Suggest interview questions that will help students do this activity:

Where were you born?
What was your connection to the National Road?
What are you proud of? 
What did other people say about you?



Traveling the National Road Teacher Instructions

Student Activity: Figuring Miles Per Hour
How Fast Did They Travel?

92 BIOGRAPHY CARDS

Materials
• Blackboard and chalk.

Objectives
After completing the student activity, students will be able to:
• Explain the difference in the rates of travel on the National Road and today.
• List two differences in how the President sent a message at the time of the National Road and

how he would send one today.

Standards
Pennsylvania Standards for History
• 8.1.3 B
• 8.2.3 C
• 8.3.3 A
Pennsylvania Standards for Economics
• 6.4.3 G
• 6.5.3 B

Background
Redding Bunting (a famous stagecoach driver) covered the 220 miles between Frederick, Maryland,
and Wheeling, Virginia, in the unheard of time of 23 hours and 30 minutes. He was delivering a
message about the Mexican War. Mary Reed Eastman traveled 362 miles from Zanesville, Ohio, 
to Frederick, Maryland, in 61 hours.

Procedures
Option 1

1. On the chalkboard demonstrate for students how to calculate the rate of speed (in miles 
per hour) of Redding Bunting and Mary Reed Eastman. 

2. Do the calculation for a car traveling 60 miles per hour over the same distances. 
3. Discuss how the President sends important messages today. 

Option 2
1. Ask students to calculate the following: How fast (in miles per hour) did Redding Bunting 

and Mary Reed Eastman travel? 
2. Calculate how long it takes a car traveling at 60 miles per hour to cover the same distances 

today. 
3. Discuss how the President sends important messages today. 
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