Thomas Jefferson: The Versatile Founding Father

Day 1: Young Jefferson

A. Birth in Virginia: April 13, 1743, Shadwell plantation, Parents info,
siblings

B. Early Education: privileged class, formal education

C. William and Mary: attended the College of William and Mary, after
studies the law

Day 2: Forming a new country

A. First Continental Congress: meet in Philadelphia, first meeting
between all thirteen colonies, discuss and send a letter to the King,
King’s reaction

B. Second Continental Congress: when they meet, Declaration of
Independence committee, Jefferson writing ability, John Locke, minor
changes, presenting and approval

C. Virginia House of Delegates: push for laws to separate church and
state, public education, and an end to slavery

D. Governor of Virginia: two terms, capital changes cities, recruitment,
Richmond falls

Day 3: Role in the new government
A. Congressman and Diplomat
B. Secretary of State
C. Vice President

D. President: Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark



Day 4: Retirement

A. Renewed Friendship: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson renew their
friendship.

B. Education: Jefferson’s library becomes the Library of Congress,
University of Virginia

C. Death
Day 5: Review
A. Review past 4 days of lesson
Day 6: Test
Education Standards
3 Grade History

3.H.2.1 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped
significant historical changes and continuities

3.H.2.2 Explain the importance of famous American figures including but
not limited to George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Thomas Jefferson

3'd Grade Civics/Government

3.C.2.1 Explain the meaning and importance of the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution

3.C.2.2 Explain the basic roles of leaders in the state and nation

5t Grade History

5.H.2.2 Identify and describe the roles of influential people during the
American Revolution

5.H.3.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical
period can differ in their perspectives

Thomas Jefferson: The Versatile Founding Father Page 2 of 3



5.H.4.3 Explain probable causes and effects of events in the American
Revolution

5% Grade Civics/Government

5.C.1.1 Explain why the U.S. was established as a republic over other
forms of government

Students will learn about the third President of the United States,
Thomas Jefferson, and his varied interests and accomplishments.
Using a PDF presentation, students will identify key words to use in
completing a word search. A word bank is provided at the end of the
presentation if the students miss any of the words.

Covers 3™ and 5" Grades about 30-45 minutes
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