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There could 

be toads  

right under 

your feet! 

http://www.nps.gov/pefo/learn/nature/amphibians.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pefo/learn/nature/birds.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pefo/learn/nature/mammals.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pefo/learn/nature/reptiles.htm
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Prickly Pear Cactus  

Purple Aster 

https://www.facebook.com/PetrifiedForestNPS/videos/vb.290844680951415/804071072962104/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/PetrifiedForestNPS/videos/vb.290844680951415/804071072962104/?type=2&theater
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Greater Short-horned Lizard 
Scientific Name - Phrynosoma  
hernandesi 

 

 

 

 
WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I have a wide flat body with 
pointed scales around the edge of 
my belly. I have a large heart-
shaped head with small horns in 
the back.  My body color matches 
the soil and most of my friend’s and I have 
large dark spots on our backs.  My female 
friends are bigger than my male friends.   

WHAT DO I EAT?  Mostly insects (ants, and 
beetles), but larger lizards, with larger mouths, can eat grasshoppers 
and crickets. 

HOW LONG DO WE LIVE?  Females live about 5 years in the wild; 
humans don’t really know how long males live yet. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR 
BABIES?  We are one of the 
few lizards in the park that 
give birth to live babies. 
Each baby weighs about 1 
gram (the same weight as a 

paperclip) and is born in early August.  

WHERE AM I? Look for us on the roads or in open 

grasslands on the East side of hills. We can be in clumps of grass early in 
the morning with our backs facing the sun.  We are most active 
between April and September.   

Be careful not to 

step on me! I 

stay flat and still 

when people 

come close. 
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Common Lesser Earless Lizard 
Scientific Name - Holbrookia maculata 

  

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?   
I am a small lizard and my 
body color usually matches 
the color of the soil. I have 
small lighter colored spots on my 
back and two dark bars or 
blotches on each side in the middle of my body.  My tail is about as long 
as my body and I have no external ear openings.  

WHAT DO I EAT?  Insects and spiders but sometimes other small 
lizards. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Up to 4 years in the wild. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  Each year a female can lay 1-2 groups 
of 1-10 eggs each that will hatch in the spring and summer.  

WHERE AM I? I am active during the daytime (diurnal), often seen on 

flat grasslands, and seen running between clumps of grass and shrubs 

in mid-spring to early fall. I am most 

active in the morning. 

  

 

Can you spot my pretty 

face in the grass? 
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Long-nosed Leopard Lizard 
Scientific Name - Gambelia wislizenii 

  

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?   I am a 
large lizard, with a large head and long 
snout. My tail is over twice the length 
of my body.  I am a creamy yellow color 
with dark spots on my body and tail. 
Juveniles (like me in the photo) have red 
spots and breeding females have a red coloration 
on their sides and stomach.  

WHAT DO I EAT?  I mostly eat other lizards 
(even lizards as big as myself), but I will also eat 
insects, snakes, small mammals, and sometimes 
plants. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Humans are still  
trying to figure out how long we can live in the wild. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We breed in June and the females lay 
a single group of 5-7 eggs which hatch after 2 months.  The adults get 
kind of lazy around the time babies are born. (Hey, we’re tired!) 

WHERE AM I?   I was discovered in the park in September of 2012.  

Only I and one other like me have been identified so far. At the 

moment we are considered the most rare lizard species in the park.    

I’m rare in this 

park. You’d be 

really lucky to 

see me. 
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Eastern Collared Lizard 
Scientific Name - Crotaphytus collaris 

Female 

  

 

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a large and very colorful lizard  
with a very large head, long thick  
tail, and powerful hind limbs.  I 
and my female friends have 
two black collars around our 
neck. Males are bright 
blue/green and females are less bright 
with orange bands and blotches.  Males are larger 
than females.   

WHAT DO I EAT?  Insects, small lizards, birds, and small mammals.  

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  In captivity up to 10-12 years but probably 
less in the wild. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  Females lay 1-14 eggs once or twice in 
spring and summer which hatch 1½ to 3 months later.  

WHERE AM I? I am most active during the 

daytime (diurnal).  I am often seen from 

trails and roads perched on small to 

medium-sized boulders (or petrified logs) 

on warm sunny days from late spring to 

early fall.  We like to get up on our hind 

limbs when we run.  

Male 

I’m the 

biggest and 

most colorful 

lizard in the 

park 
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Common Sagebrush Lizard 
(Sceloporus graciosus) 

  

 

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
 I am a small grayish-brown 
lizard. I have a wide gray 
stripe down the center of 
my back with alternating 
brown and lighter gray 
stripes on my sides.  I have a 
single dark bar on each shoulder 
and a rusty orange spot in each armpit. My tail is about as long as my 
body.  

WHAT DO I EAT?  Ants, flies, beetles, and spiders. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Up to 2 years in the wild, maybe 3-4 years in 
captivity. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We Sagebrush lizards mate in June 
and July. In June – August females lay 1–2 groups of 2-10 
eggs each in loose soil at the bases of shrubs.  The eggs 
hatch 1½ - 2½ months later.  

WHERE AM I?  I am often seen basking on the 

ground near hiding spots like boulders, burrows, 

and debris piles from spring through late autumn.  

We are all over the park! 

  

Breeding 

male 

I’m a very 

common 

lizard so I 

have lots of 

friends! 
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Plateau Fence Lizard 
Scientific Name - Sceloporus tristichus 

  

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a small to medium sized, light 
brown lizard with dark chevron 
markings on my back. I have two blue 
throat patches which are more obvious 
because I’m male.  Some older lizards 
can be very dark brown so it might be 
hard to see the pattern on their backs.  The 
scales on my back are pointed and 
overlapping and my tail is about half the 
length of my body.   

WHAT DO I EAT?  I am a sit-and-wait predator; I eat insects, spiders, 
snails, and small lizards that get to close to me. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  No more than 4 years in the wild. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We breed in spring and summer. 
Females lay 1-3 groups of 7-10 eggs each year in May, 
June, or July.  The eggs hatch after about 2 months.  

WHERE AM I?  I am most active during the daytime 

(diurnal) and can be seen looking for food on the 
ground. I am often found basking on boulders, trees, 
fence posts, and structures at any time of the day 
from March to late October.   

 

Breeding 

male 

I’m very 

patient and 

let my food 

come to me! 
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Common Side-blotched Lizard 
Scientific Name - Uta stansburiana 

  

 

 

 
WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a small orange/brown to 
grey/brown lizard. I can either 
have a soft chevron pattern or 
speckling on my back.  Adult males 
like me have bright blue speckles 
especially on the lower body and tail.  I 
am identified by a single dark blotch 
behind each forelimb.  

WHAT DO I EAT?  I am sit-and-wait predator. I eat 

grasshoppers, beetles, ants, scorpions, and spiders that 
come near me. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Very few of us survive into our second 
year, but we have lots of babies which keeps our population healthy. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We mate in the late winter. Females 
have 1-7 groups of 1-8 eggs from March to August which hatch after 2 
to 2½ months. 

WHERE AM I?  I am most active in the morning and late afternoon 

(crepuscular). I can be seen under bushes near the edges of washes and 

around boulder piles and rocky hillsides.  I am common in rocky areas 

throughout the park.   

You could 

see a lot of us 

on the Rim 

Trail. We like 

rocks. 
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New Mexico Whiptail 

Scientific Name - Aspidoscelis neomexicana 

  

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a medium sized, slender lizard with a pointy snout. I 
have a dark brown body with seven stripes that are off-
white to yellow in color. The stripes closer to my belly 
have light spots in between them.  The stripe in the 
middle of my back is wavy and my tail is usually twice 
the length of my body.   

WHAT DO I EAT?  I am often out 
looking for food. I am an insectivore 
and eat moths, butterflies, beetles, 
grasshoppers, and ants. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  
Probably between 3 and 5 
years in the wild.  

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We 
are all girls! Each baby is a clone of its 
mother.  A female will lay 2 groups of 2 eggs each in a season which 
hatch in July and early August. These eggs develop without fertilization. 

WHERE AM I?  I am often out looking for food in open sandy areas 

next to grasses and brush. I am most active in the early morning and 

late afternoon from April through October.    

(NON-NATIVE) 

I should not 

be in the park 

but I snuck in. 

Mmuahaha! 
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Pai Striped Whiptail 
Scientific Name - Aspidoscelis pai 

  

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK 
LIKE?    
I am a small slender lizard 
with a pointy snout. I have a dark brown to reddish brown body with six 
yellow stripes and a bright blue tail, throat, and limbs.  My tail is at least 
twice the length of my body.   

WHAT DO I EAT?  I love insects and eat moths, butterflies, beetles, 
grasshoppers, ants, centipedes, and often smaller lizards. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Probably between 3 and 5 years. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We mate in late spring and females 
lay 1-2 groups of 1-3 eggs in the summer.  Hatchlings appear in August 
and early September.  

WHERE AM I? I am often looking for food in open sandy areas around 

grasses, brush, and leaf litter. I am active in the early morning from 

April through October, especially in May and early June. A super-fast 

runner, usually disappears quickly into a hole of vegetation.   

 

 

 

I run so fast, 

all you might 

see is a blue 

blur! 
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Plateau Striped Whiptail 
Scientific Name - Aspidoscelis velox 

  

 

 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a long slender lizard with a pointy snout. I have a dark 
brown body with six yellow stripes. Sometimes I have a 
partial seventh stripe in the center of my back.   My 
blue/green tail is at least twice the length of my body. 

WHAT DO I EAT?  moths, butterflies, beetles, grasshoppers, 
ants, centipedes, and especially termites. 

HOW LONG DO I LIVE?  Probably 
 between 3 and 5 years in the wild. 

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  We  
are all girls! Each baby is a clone of its  
mother.  A female will lay 3-5 eggs in June 
and hatchlings emerge after two months. 
The eggs develop without fertilization. 

WHERE AM I?  I am often looking for food in open sandy areas around 

grasses, brush, and leaf litter. I am active most of the day, except when 

it is very hot, from April through October.    

The New 

Mexico Whiptail 

only wishes it 

were me. 
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Ornate Tree Lizard 
Scientific Name - Urosaurus ornatus 

 

 

 

 
WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?    
I am a small, slim lizard with a gray, brown or  
tan body. I have a slender tail that can be up  
to twice my body length. I am marked by 
contrasting dark brown or black irregular 
blotches. Adult males like me have two 
metallic blue patches on the sides of my belly.  

WHAT DO I EAT?  I enjoy a varied diet of insects and 
small arthropods.  

WHAT ABOUT OUR BABIES?  Females lay eggs and are 
capable of producing groups of 2-16 eggs from spring to 
summer. Eggs hatch, and hatchlings can be observed from May to 
September.  

 WHERE AM I?  I live in arid to semi-arid habitats including rocky 
slopes, canyons and cliffs. I prefer trees, fallen branches or 
rocks. I am most active during the morning or afternoon. 

 

I’m a tree 

hugger and I 

like it! 
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YES 
NO 

YES NO 

YES 

Plateau 
Lizard 

Eastern 
Collared 

Lizard 

Common Side-
blotched Lizard 

Common 
Lesser Earless 

Lizard 

New Mexico 
Whiptail 

(Non-native) 

Plateau 
Striped 

Whiptail 

Pai Striped 
Whiptail 

Rust-colored spot 
behind front legs? 

Scales on back 
keeled or “spiky”? 

Ear holes and one 
spot behind front leg? 

Greater 
Short-horned 

Lizard 

START HERE 
Follow the path that best* 

describes the lizard 

Common 
Sagebrush 

Lizard 

YES 

Horns behind 
head? 

NO 

6 stripes & cobalt blue tail, 
belly, chin, & feet ? 

Large head, 
colorful body, 

black neck rings? 

YES YES 

YES 

YES NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Pointy snout, long tail, 
& stripes on back? 

 Petrified Forest Lizard Decision Tree

♂ 

♀ 

♂ 

♀ 

7 stripes with a wavy center 
stripe and spots low on body? 

♂ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfAcoDO5u4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kpp9NE1i2zM
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Female salt  

bush with seeds 

Wax bush with seeds 

Male salt bush 

with flowers 

http://uwarboretum.org/eps/research_act_classroom/Wheels/Birthday%20Phenology%20Game.pdf
http://uwarboretum.org/eps/research_act_classroom/Wheels/Birthday%20Phenology%20Game.pdf
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Skunk Bush with buds  

Skunk Bush with fruit  

Nightshade with flowers  

Nightshade fruit 

(very poisonous!) 

Grass with flowers (the 

purple ends are its flowers) Dormant Grass 
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Birthday Phenology Wheel Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 

April 

October 

July 
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https://youtu.be/fBlR7taW9jk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-5HCOUGDdg
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Name __________________________ 
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http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video%2Btutorials


Student Phenology for Outdoor Citizens  2016

 

43 
 

http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video%2Btutorials
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/petrified-forest-national-park-natural-history-observations
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/petrified-forest-national-park-natural-history-observations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qCHc3LROkg
https://www.recordtheearth.org/
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1. Click the 

“Today” icon 

on the bottom 

left to write a 

journal entry. 

3. Move the indicator left or 

right to describe your mood. 

Left is very unhappy, right is 

very happy. 

2. Tap the screen under the 

date to bring up your keyboard. 

Type your journal entry then tap 

the ‘keyboard down’ icon to 

make the keyboard disappear.  

5. Tap the heart icon to 

choose two weather 

icons for the day. 

 
Return to home screen button 

4. Tap the camera icon to 

take photos or videos. 
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