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Ruler with centimeter scale (1 centimeter equals 
10 millimeters, so each tick mark on the ruler is 
equal to 1 millimeter) 

Calculator 

Scrap paper 

Paper clips 

Pencil, or pen 



Words you will need to know. 



Leaf parts 1   

Petiole: the leaf stalk or stem 

Lamina: the fleshy portion of the 
leaf connected to the petiole 
containing a network of veins 

Base: the lower quarter of the 
lamina nearest the petiole  

Margin: the edge of the lamina 

 



Leaf parts 2 

Midvein: a primary vein running 
through the center of the lamina; 
generally the thickest vein  

Lateral secondary veins: veins 
branching outward from the 
midvein, other primaries, or 
secondaries like limbs on a tree 

Apex: the upper quarter of the 
lamina where the midvein ends  

   

  



Veins in leaves are classified first to seventh order.  In 
most photographs the fourth to seventh order veins are 
not visible.  

Vein orders are based on gauge (thickness or diameter).  
¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŦΩǎ ǘƘƛŎƪŜǎǘ ǾŜƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  

  First order = Primary vein or veins 

  Second order = Secondary veins 

  Third order = Tertiary veins 

  





Leaf Classification 

Steps to Binning 





The petiole connects  
in the interior of the 
lamina. 

   


