
Landscapes: Past
Rock Layers of Zion National Park

NPS/MARC NEIDIG

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Zion National Park



Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future	 Landscapes: Past



Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future	 Landscapes: Past



Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future	 Landscapes: Past



Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future	 Landscapes: Past

Formation of the Kaibab Formation

270 million years ago (Early Permian)

Limestone of today formed in warm, shallow, tropical sea

Paleogeographic reconstruction courtesy of Ron Blakey



Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future	 Landscapes: Past

Formation of the Moenkopi Formation

240 million years ago (Early Triassic)

Mudstone and shale of today formed in from shifting shorelines and muddy tidal flats

Paleogeographic reconstruction courtesy of Ron Blakey
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Formation of the Chinle Formation

215 million years ago (Late Triassic)

Shale, conglomerate, and petrified wood of today formed by rivers and distant volcanoes

Paleogeographic reconstruction courtesy of Ron Blakey
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Formation of the Moenave and Kayenta Formations

200 million years ago (Early Jurassic)

Siltstone and sandstone of today formed by rivers and flood plains in an arid environment 

Paleogeographic reconstruction courtesy of Ron Blakey
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Formation of the Navajo Sandstone

190 million years ago (Early Jurassic)

Sandstone of today formed from windblown sand dunes, a desert that covered most of Utah

Paleogeographic reconstruction courtesy of Ron Blakey


