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  YOUR NAME: 

I can find similarities and  
differences between my life  

and a child’s life in the  
American Revolution.

A Different Kind of Childhood

Future President John Q. Adams accompanied his father 
on a diplomatic mission to France in 1777, when he was 10.

At 14, Robert Wilson became a soldier in the Continental 
Army in his uncle James Gregg’s company. In the summer  
of 1777, he was stationed at Fort Schuyler.

Jacob Bowman was 15 when he fought alongside his 
father at the Battle of Oriskany on August 6, 1777.

Miss Moodie was 15 in 1779, and moved with her  
parents to Fort Schuyler. She lived there for two years.  
Her first name is unknown. 

Alexander Hamilton was 19 in 1776, and 
became a captain in the Continental Army. 
He became one of George Washington’s  
most trusted advisors. 

School Days: In most of the U.S., children are required to  
start school at age 6. Some begin at age 3!

First Job: At age 14, most states will issue working  
papers to teens looking for a paid job.  

Families Who Serve: Children of modern military  
families are born in hospitals around the world!

Driving: Age 16 is the average age that U.S.  
teens are allowed to get their driver’s license. 

Adult Responsibilities: 18 is the minimum age required 
to vote in general elections and to join the military  
in the U.S. Many teens also graduate high school and 
enter the workforce, or go on to higher education.

      When You Were a Baby:

When You Were 6:

When You Are 13:

When You Are 16:

When You Are an Adult: 

On August 22, 1777, Rachael McCarty was born during  
the Siege of Fort Schuyler. She was 7 when the war ended.

Alexander was born around 1770, so he 
was just 6 years old when the United States 

declared independence on July 4, 1776.  
He and his mother, who worked as a  

laundress, probably lived in the American 
camp at Fort Schuyler while his stepfather 
served there. During the Revolution, many 
children lived at the fort with their families.  
In this picture, Alexander was 94 years old.

Alexander Milliner Maroney  
A Witness to Fort Schuyler

 
A Place with Many Names 

Fort Stanwix was built in 1758, before the United States was a country. It was named  
after British General John Stanwix. During the American Revolution, the Continental 

Army called it Fort Schuyler to honor American General Philip Schuyler. Today, it  
is known as Fort Stanwix National Monument; a part of the National Park Service.  

You can learn more about its people and history at: www.nps.gov/fost

The Garrison of Fort Schuyler

A “garrison” is a group of soldiers who live and work in  
a fort. Most soldiers at Fort Schuyler were between 18 and 
20 years old, but some were as young as 12! This drawing 

shows what Fort Schuyler looked like when they lived there.

Three Fascinating  
Fort Schuyler Facts:

1

2

3

Share with your partner:  

What do you have in common with 

 other modern children? 

example: You both went to school.

Share w
ith your pa

rtner:  

What d
o you have in

 common  

with
 child

ren fro
m th

e past?
 

 
example: “...my first word was mama” 

What do 
you all  
have in 

common?

 
                   Extension Activity   
At home, ask the questions in the white circles to 
your adults in your life. 
 
Then compare them to yours, your friends, and that 
of Revolutionary War Children.  
How are they the same and how are they different?


