
  

 



River Raisin National Battlefield Park  
3rd to 5th Grade Lesson Plans 

 
Unit Title: άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ Cŀǳƭǘέ: Engaging Point of View and Historical Perspective through Social Media ς The 
War of 1812 Battles of the River Raisin  
 
Overview: 
 
This collection of four lessons engage students in learning about the War of 1812. Students will use point of 
view and historical perspective to make connections to American history and geography in the Old Northwest 
Territory. Students will learn about the War of 1812 and study personal stories of the Battles of the River 
Raisin.  Students will read and analyze informational texts and explore maps as they organize information.  A 
culminating project will include students making a fake social networking page where personalities from the 
Battles will interact with one another as the students apply their learning in fun and engaging ways. 
 
Topic or Era: War of 1812 and Battles of River Raisin, United States History Standard Era 3, 1754-1820 
 
Curriculum Fit: Social Studies and English Language Arts 
 
Grade Level:  3rd to 5th Grade (can be used for lower graded gifted and talented students)  
 
Time Required:  Four to Eight Class Periods (3 to 6 hours) 

 
Lessons:  

1. άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ Cŀǳƭǘέ: Point of View and Historical Perspective  
2. άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ Cŀǳƭǘέ: Battle Perspectives  
3. άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ Cŀǳƭǘέ: Character Analysis and Jigsaw 
4. άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ Cŀǳƭǘέ: Historical Conversations Using Social Media 

 

 

  



Lesson One 

άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ aȅ CŀǳƭǘΗέΥ  Point of View and Historical Perspective 
 

Overview: This lesson provides students with background information on point of view and perspective.  Students will 

explore point of view using mentor text and evaluate evidence from the text to support their thinking.  Students will 

then explore point of view in the context of their own experiences. 

 
Lesson Objectives:   

¶ Students will compare and contrast the point of view from which stories are narrated. 

¶ Students will understand that events in history are interpreted and retold by groups with varied points of view or 

perspectives. 

 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy: 

CCSS.RL.3.1; CCSS.RL.3.3; CCSS.RL.3.6; CCSS.RI.3.6; CCSS.RL.4.1; CCSS.RL.4.3; CCSS.RL.4.6; CCSS.RL.5.1; CCSS.RL.5.3; 

CCSS.RL.5.6 

 

Recommended Time Frame: One class period; 30-45 minutes 
 

Preparation: 

¶ Materials: 
Á Pencils or other writing materials 
Á Large Box or object to obscure views  
Á άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-!έύ 
Á άaȅ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-.έύ 
Á Mentor Text to use as example of Point of View (Mentor Text are stories that help illustrate a point of view.) 

 

Lesson Resources: 

 

¶ Mentor Texts ï One Mentor Text is required to complete this lesson plan, but you can select the one that you 

would like to use.  This unit uses ñDear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience Schoolò By Mark Teague, but other 

recommendations are below: 

 

Á Unit Designed Using:  

 

Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439206634/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_1/191-8199521-

4121325?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-

1&pf_rd_r=1EVPW2CJ6G5EFVCH69E8&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_p=1535523722&pf_rd_i=0545315204 

 

Hear the book read online:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaBvntxITSo** 

 

Á Unit Options:  

 

- Historical Fiction with point of view related to the War of 1812: 

Á Whispers of War: The War of 1812 Diary of Susanna Merritt by Kit Pearson 
Á The Town that Fooled the British: A War of 1812 Story (Tales of Young Americans) by Lisa Papp 

Á The Battle for St. Michaels (I Can Read Book 4) by Emily Arnold McCully 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439206634/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_1/191-8199521-4121325?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_r=1EVPW2CJ6G5EFVCH69E8&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_p=1535523722&pf_rd_i=0545315204
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439206634/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_1/191-8199521-4121325?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_r=1EVPW2CJ6G5EFVCH69E8&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_p=1535523722&pf_rd_i=0545315204
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439206634/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_1/191-8199521-4121325?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_r=1EVPW2CJ6G5EFVCH69E8&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_p=1535523722&pf_rd_i=0545315204
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaBvntxITSo**


- Fiction: 

Á Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin 
Á Diary of a Spider by Doreen Cronin 
Á Voices in the Park by Anthony Brown 
Á My Big Dog by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens 
Á The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson 
Á The Spider and the Fly by Tony DiTerlizzi and Mary Botham Howitt 
Á The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs! By Jon Scieszka 

 
¶ Points of view or perspectives on the War of 1812 can be found at the following PBS website: 

http://www. pbs.org/wned/war-of-1812/classroom/elementary/multiple-prespective-war-1812/ 

 

Suggested Focus Questions: 

¶ What does point of view mean?   

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ όƻǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎύ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΚ 

¶ Iƻǿ Řƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΚ 

¶ Why is it important to consider the points of view of others? 

 

Procedure: 

1. DŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ άǇƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦέ  ¢Ŝƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 
person has on an event or experience.  This outlook is based on the experiences that a person has already had.  
Point of view is also called perspective.  In a book, an author chooses to tell the story from a point of view, which 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ  One cƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ from 
that of other characters.  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά1-CέΦ   

2. Choose a mentor text to use to explore point of view.  The lesson procedure will describe this lesson using Dear 
Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School. 

3. Show the cover of the book.  Before reading, ask students to turn and tell a neighbor what points of view might 
be considered in this text.  Discuss as a group. 

4. .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ (AttŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-!έύ.  As the story is read aloud, 
students should decide whose point of view is being considered.  They should also use evidence from the text to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ   {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛsten to the 
story.   After reading a few pages; stop. 

5. Have students turn and tell a neighbor whose points of view they have heard so far in the story and the evidence 
from the text that supports their thinking.  Discuss as a group. 

6. Before continuing to read, tell students to pay particular attention to the illustrations in the book, and decide 
whether the illustrations are evidence of different points of view. 

7. /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ όƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎύ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘey tell a story 
or how they interpret events.  It is not necessary to read the entire book to accomplish this objective. 

8. Have students take time to reflect upon a time that they disagreed with someone.  Discuss the reasons for 
disagreeing with others.  (Ex: arguing with a sibling over a toy; having a fight with a friend; disagreeing with 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΦύ  5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ Ƴŀȅ 
have been different, depending on their perspective on the situation.  

9. DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ άaȅ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!-нέύ.  Students will use the worksheet to 
show how one event could be seen by different points of view.   

10. Tell students that the rest of the unit will help them understand the War of 1812, and the different points of 
view that existed during this time in history.  This is called historical perspective.  Accounts of history are 
different based on the points of view, or perspectives, of the groups or individuals involved. 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/wned/war-of-1812/classroom/elementary/multiple-prespective-war-1812/


Optional Lesson Extensions: 

1. Using a piece of historical fiction related to the War of 1812, ask students to listen and determine the point of 
ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘΣ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
notepaper, or simply discuss with one another. 

2. Ask students to think about the points of view/perspectives of the other characters within the story, and how 
those points of view/perspectives might differ from the one being presented by the author. 

3. Ask students if there are other points of view related to this historical event that would involve characters who 
were not mentioned in the book.  For example, are the points of view of the Native Americans considered in this 
account? 

 

Evaluation: 

Formative Assessments: 

1. άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ŀƴŘ άaȅ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘǎ  
2. Class discussion and participation in the lesson. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 Point of View  Historical perspective 
 

**NOTE: Other vocabulary words will be dependent on which mentor text you use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson Two 

άLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΗέ: Battle Perspectives 
 

Overview:  This lesson provides students with background for the War of 1812.  Students will learn about important 

events, characters, and places during the Battles of the River Raisin during the War of 1812.  Using background 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

involvement in historical events. 
 

Lesson Objectives: 

¶ Students will identify people involved in the War of 1812 and the Battles of the River Raisin and explain their 

significance.  

¶ Students will analyze and illustrate important locations of the Battles of the River Raisin on a map. 

¶ Students will interpret events of the War of 1812 and Battles of the River Raisin based on an informational text 

and class discussion. 

¶ Students will organize information on the War of 1812 and Battle of the River Raisin.  
 

Common Core State Standards and Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations: 

CCSS.RI.3.1, CCSS.RI.3.3, CCSS.RI.3.4, CCSS.RI.3.7, 3-H3.0.6, 3-H3.0.7, 3-G5.02, CCSS.RI.4.1, CCSS.RI.4.3, CCSS.RI.4.4, 

CCSS.RI.4.7, 4-H3.0.2, CCSS.RI.5.3, CCSS.RI.5.5, CCSS.RI.5.6, CCSS.RI5.9, CCSS.W.5.8, CCSS.W.5.9 (b), 5-U1.4.2, 5-

U1.4.3  
 

Preparation: 

¶ Materials: 
Á άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴizer ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Aέύ 
Á Video resources/clips list on War of 1812 (See list below.) 
Á Suggested focus questions (See list below.) 
Á άCŀǎǘ CŀŎǘǎΥ  .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Bέύ  
Á River Raisin Battlefield Map(s) ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Cέύ 
Á Crayons/colored pencils 
Á Pencil/pen/highlighter 
Á Vocabulary 
Á άоΣнΣмΣ 9Ȅƛǘ {ƭƛǇέ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Dέύ 

 
Lesson Resources: 

¶ Suggested Video Clips and On-line Resources: 

Á The History Channel 3 minute clip on Americans and British Face Off in the War of 1812. 
http://www.history.com/topics/war-of-1812/videos#americans-and-british-face-off-in-war-of-1812 

Á Michigan at War: The Struggle for the Old Northwest, 1812-1815 30 minute documentary film. 
http://www.mistreamnet.com/vidflv.php?who=mich.war1812.091412 

Á River Raisin National Battlefield Park official website www.nps.gov/rira  
Á Historical information on the Battles of the River Raisin http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/ 

 

Suggested Focus Questions: 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумн ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΥ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΚ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎΚ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΚ CǊŜƴŎƘ IŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΚ  

¶ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴΚ 
¶ What groups disagreed with other groups? Why?  

¶ Why was Michigan (and the River Raisin) important in the War of 1812? 

http://www.history.com/topics/war-of-1812/videos#americans-and-british-face-off-in-war-of-1812
http://www.mistreamnet.com/vidflv.php?who=mich.war1812.091412
http://www.nps.gov/rira
http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/


 

Procedure: 

1. Review point of view/historical perspective with kids. Think about the previous day's focus questions on why 
people disagree. 

2. Show a video clip of your choice (suggestions provided on the previous page) about the War of 1812 and the 
Battles at the River Raisin. While the video is playing have students begin work on the point of view graphic 
organizer ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άн-!έύ.  

3. Students complete the graphic organizer and share ideas with the class. Be sure to connect the discussion to the 
events at the Battles of River Raisin.  
Á **See resources for focus questions and άCŀǎǘ CŀŎǘǎΥ  .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-

Bέύ.  You may also want to use historical biography fact files from the National Park Service website at: 
http://www.nps.gov/rira/index.htm 

4. Using the Battles of River Raisin Fast Facts, have students read and analyze events that occurred during the 
Battle.  Students may want to take notes or highlight on the fast facts page. Vocabulary suggestions are also 
provided.  

5. Using the graphic organizers and Fast Facts, students complete a map of perspectives on the Battle of the River 
Raisin. Map samples and links are included for your choice of classroom use ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Cέύ.  Students 
should illustrate and/or organize locations of the four major groups involved in the battle on their map (British, 
French Habitants, Native Americans, and American). 

6. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ άоΣнΣмΣ 9Ȅƛǘ {ƭƛǇέ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά2-Dέύ to assess their knowledge at the end of the lesson. On 
a sheet of paper, students explain 3 things they learned, 2 things they still wonder about, and 1 thing they found 
interesting.  

7. Students will use these resources to assist them in future lessons.  
 

Optional Lesson Extensions: 
 

1. Have students consider other points of view. For example: how would the Canadian point of view differ from the 
American or British point of view?  How would they view events differently? How would these differing view 
points have affected the outcome of the battle? How might the way history is written be impacted by point of 
view?  
**Note:  There is a possible character connection with Hubert LaCroix (additional info at 

http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/lacroixs.htm ).   

2. ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦέ DŀƳŜΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜs of River Raisin and the War of 1812. 
They should consider key points such as: What if Winchester and the military supplies were closer? What if 
reinforcements had arrived? What if the regular army and militia had been closer together? Students could 
create a trading card or question answer game to analyze the decisions made.  A decision making tree could also 
be used (sample decision organizer provided ƛƴ !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άн-9έ) for analyzing and synthesizing events of the 
battles.  

 

Evaluation: 

Informal formative assessment suggestions:  

¶ DǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 

¶ Battlefield maps evaluated by group locations and general map skills (this could be extended to include student 
interpretation and opinion on battle events) 

¶ άоΣнΣм ŜȄƛǘ ǎƭƛǇǎέ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ о ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ н ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ м 
thing students thought was interesting.  

 

Vocabulary: 

Occupied Skirmish Siege   Massacre Conflict  Alliance  Territory 
 
Surrender Militia  Colonel  General  Habitant 

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/rira/index.htm
http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/lacroixs.htm


 

Lesson Three 

άLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΗέ: Character Analysis and Jigsaw 
 

Overview:  This lesson has students work with a template to analyze historical characters and their actions during the 

War of 1812 and the Battles of the River Raisin. Using this template and a jigsaw discussion, students will develop 

different points of view for the cultural groups involved in the battles by studying individual historical figures.  

 
Lesson Objectives: 

¶ Students will identify people involved in the War of 1812 and the Battles of the River Raisin and explain their 
significance.  

¶ Students will research an individual character from the Battles of the River Raisin and the War of 1812 to develop 
point of view.  

¶ Students will compare and contrast perspectives from French, Americans, British and Native Americans involved 
in the War of 1812 and Battles of the River Raisin.  

¶ Students will analyze French, Americans, British and Native Americans involved in the war through a jigsaw 
activity in order to formulate an individual opinion. 

 

Common Core State Standards and Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations: 

CCSS.W.3.4, CCSS.W.3.7, CCSS.W.3.8, CCSS.W.4.3(b), CCSS.W.5.1, CCSS.5.7, CCSS.W.5.8, CCSS.RI.5.3, CCSS.RI.5.5 

CCSS.RI.5.6, CCSS.RI.5.7, CCSS.RI.5.9, CCSS.SL.5.1, CCSS.SL.5.1(a), CCSS.SL.5.1(b),  CCSS.SL.5.1(c), CCSS.SL.5.1(d), 

CCSS.SL.5.4 

 

Recommended Time Frame:  Approximately one hour, one or two class periods.  
 

Preparation: 

¶ Materials: 

¶ Teacher Model for Decision Making Model Anchor Chart copies for each student ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-!έύ 

¶ Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers copied for each student ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά3-Bέύ 

¶ Computers/Internet access to research individual points of view  

¶ List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 ϧ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έύ 

¶ WƛƎǎŀǿ aƻŘŜƭ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-5έύ 

¶ Students Cost-Benefit Chart ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά3-Eέύ 

¶ Chart Paper 

¶ Sticky Notes 
 

Lesson Resources:  

¶ Jigsaw Model: http://www.jigsaw.org/  

¶ Decision Making Model Anchor Chart 
 

Suggested Focus Questions 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумн ŦƻǊ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΚ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΚ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΚ ¢ƘŜ 
CǊŜƴŎƘ IŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΚ  

¶ ²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΚ 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΚ  

¶ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΚ 

¶ Why did the Native Americans support the British during the War of 1812?  

http://www.jigsaw.org/


¶ What were some of the costs or benefits to the Americans, British, French, and Native Americans during the War 
of 1812?  
Á Who had the most to gain? Why?  
Á Who had the most to lose? Why?  

 

Procedure: 

1. Review point of view/historical perspective with students. As a class, review/discuss what they learned about 
the War of 1812 in lesson 2 and create a class list of the events. 

2. Have a whole class discussion and scaffold students to lead them to the determination that there were four 
main perspectives or points of view in the War of 1812 (French Habitants, Native American, the British army, 
and the American army).   

3. Using an overhead or handouts, show students the Decision Making Model Anchor Chart ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-!έύ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ   

a. ***In order to determine the point of view, tell the students that they will be doing research on a 

historical character from the War of 1812 and the Battle of the River Raisin.  They will then discuss their 

historical character with others.    

4. Give the students the Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-.έύ and assign them a 
historical character to research ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έύ.  Discuss all of the components of the organizer as a group 
and check for understanding of the directions.  This organizer will also be used in Lesson 4 so it will need to be 
completed prior to Lesson 4.   

5. Using computers and/or copies of the Historical Character Biographies ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έύ, have students 
research their assigned historical character and fill in the graphic organizer.   

6. Once they have their individual research completed, have the students jigsaw ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-5έύ. Form 
temporary "expert groups" by having one student from each jigsaw group join other students assigned to the 
same historical perspective (French Habitant, Native American, British, or Americans). Give students in these 
expert groups time to discuss the main points of their research and to rehearse the presentations they will make 
to their original jigsaw group. 

7. Divide students into groups of four so that each group has one of the four points of view represented.  Appoint 
one student from each group as the leader.   

8. Have students discuss their findings and focus on the costs and benefits of participating in the war from each 
group using the Student Cost/Benefit Chart ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-9έύ.  Students may want to update the information 
on their organizer while they discuss with their group.   

9. Once students have had a chance to discuss and move through the jigsaw groups, bring the class back together.  
Using an overhead projection system, have students discuss the cost and benefits while filling in the Teacher 
Model for Decision Making Anchor Chart ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-!έύ together as a class.  Students should have a strong 
opinion about the costs and benefits for each individual group after the class discussion is complete.   

10. Exit Slip:  tǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ [ŀōŜƭ ƻƴŜ άCǊŜƴŎƘ IŀōƛǘŀƴǘέΣ ƻƴŜ άbŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέΣ ƻƴŜ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
ŀǊƳȅέΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀǊƳȅέΦ  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
Battles of the River Raisin and the historical characters on the sticky note and place it on the chart paper that 
corresponds with the group that they feel had the most to gain and why they should have been involved in the 
War of 1812. 

 

Evaluation: 

Informal formative assessment suggestions:  

¶ Graphic Organizers on participants and major groups' point of view.   

¶ Sticky Note άŜȄƛǘ ǎƭƛǇǎέ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ.  

 

Important Vocabulary: 

French Habitants  Americans British  Native Americans  Historical character  

Point of View  Cost  Benefit  Nation   Affiliation 

Alliance   Nickname 



Lesson Four 

άLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΗέ: Historical Conversations Using Social Media 
 

Overview: This lesson provides students with the opportunity to create a social media profile for historical characters 

from the War of 1812.  Students will build upon the background knowledge developed in earlier lessons and create 

conversations between historical characters.  A paper template will be created, as well as the option for creating an 

online Fakebook profile. 

 

Lesson Objectives: 

¶ Students will create a fake social media site for a historical figure illustrating their point of view on the Battle of 

the River Raisin and War of 1812.  

¶ Students will organize information on the War of 1812 and Battles of the River Raisin.  

¶ Students will analyze information and perspectives from the Battles of the River Raisin. 

  

Common Core State Standards: 

CCSS.W.3.4, CCSS.W.3.6, CCSS.W. 3.8, CCSS.W.4.3 (b), and CCSS.W.4.6. 

 

Recommended Time Frame:  Approximately 30 minutes, additional time in lab required if you wish to complete the 
digital component to the lesson.  
 

Preparation: 

¶ Materials: 

¶ Fakebook template for students ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-!έύ. 

¶ Pencil/pen. 

¶ Computers with Internet access (Firefox browser recommended for optimal results). 

¶ Battles of the River Raisin Historical Figure organizers (completed in Lesson 3). 

¶ How to Create a Historical Fakebook Page Directions ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-Bέύ. 

¶ ¦w[Ωǎ ǘo Example Fakebook War of 1812 tŀƎŜǎ ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-Dέύ. 
 
Resources: 

¶ Fakebook template website: http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page 

¶ Fakebook help website: http://www.classtools.net/main_area/fakebook/helpsheet.pdf 

 

Suggested Focus Questions: 

¶ Whaǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΚ 

¶ How does point of view affect what a character might post on a social media profile? 
 

Procedure: 

1. Students use the Battles of the River Raisin Historical Figure Organizers ŦǊƻƳ ά[Ŝǎǎƻƴ оέ to complete the 
Fakebook template ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-!έύ for their assigned point of view. 

2. After students have completed the Fakebook template for their point of view, they should switch papers with 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ άǇƻǎǘέ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜmies on the template. Posts and comments 
should show connections between figures and the content should be appropriate for events occurring during 
the War of 1812.  Depending on student age and ability, humorous and/or sarcastic posts may be appropriate 
for making connections. Students should add 4 posts on their template. Students may want to use notes from 
their jigsaw activity and previous lesson materials to help create posts/comments. Fakebook example URLs are 
included in Attachment (4-D).  



3.  Once students have finished posting and discussing from multiple points of view, share templates as a whole 
class group. Be sure to make connections between points of view and the events that occurred at the Battles of 
River Raisin and the War of 1812.  

 

Optional Lesson Extensions: 

 

1. If time and resources permit, students can use the on-line Fakebook creation page to create a digital Fakebook 
pages for their point of view. Fakebook digital ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-.έ. 

2. Students may also conduct additional research to determine other characters involved in the Battles of River 
Raisin or the War of 1812 and create additional Fakebook pages representing these characters. 

 

Evaluation: 

Informal formative assessment suggestions:  

¶ Fakebook template and/or Fakebook website.  
o Please see Fakebook rubric ό!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άп-/έύ. 

    

Examples of posts/comments for William Henry Harrison: 

 

Post #1 ς  άaŀŘέ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ²ŀȅƴŜΥ  ¢ŀƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ IŜƴǊȅΗέ 

   ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŜƴǊȅ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΥ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΗέ 

 

Post #2 ς  Annŀ ¢ǳǘƘƛƭƭ {ȅƳƳŜǎΥ ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƘƻƴŜȅΗέ 

       WƻƘƴ ¢ȅƭŜǊΥ ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ hƭŘ ¢ƛǇǇέ 

 

Post #3 ς  William Henry Harrison: We won the Battle of the Thames, boo ya! Remember the Raisin!  

James Winchester: You wouldn't have without us bro. You totally left me hangin' at the Battles of River 

wŀƛǎƛƴΗΗΗΗΗΗέ 

 

Post#4 ς  WƻƘƴ ¢ȅƭŜǊΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳŘŘȅΦέ 

!ƴƴŀ ¢ǳǘƘƛƭƭ {ȅƳƳŜǎΥ ά5ǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ŘŜŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƛŎƪΦέ 

WillƛŀƳ IŜƴǊȅ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΥ ά5ƻƴϥǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΤ L ǿƻƴϥǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΣ [h[Φέ 
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#_________ Name _____________________________________________________ Date ___________________ 
 

Point of View 
 

Title of Book _________________________________________________ 

Event in Story Whose  

Point of View? 

Evidence from Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-!έ 



Choose one of the events from the story listed in your chart.  Think about another character who may have 

had a different point of view on the event.  On the lines below, tell about the event from the other 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

 

Event ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A different point of view from ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tell how your other character might have viewed the event: 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is there an obvious reason the character wants you to accept his or her particular version of the story? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the characterôs motive in writing or reason for telling the story? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What might the character have something to gain by how they tell the story? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you gain from the characterôs perspective that you might not gain elsewhere? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  



 

#_________ Name _______________________________________________________ Date __________________ 
 

My Point of View 
 

Think about a time that you had a disagreement with someone else.  Describe the event on the lines below. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

bƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ όƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎύ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ōŜƭƻw. 

 

My Point of View _____ψψψψψψψψΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿ 

  

 

bƻǿΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How are your points of view different? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-.έ 



 

Point of View Activity: (10 Minutes)  
 

Our beliefs, experiences, knowledge, assumptions, emotional convictions, values, and culture all influence our 

perspective or how we view a particular event or piece of information.  Our perspective often makes it difficult 

to understand other individuals or groups who view the same event or piece of information from different points 

of view.   To reduce conflict and reach compromise we must learn to view events or information from different 

viewpoints, so we understand the other personôs perspective.     
 

Materials: 

¶ Large Box or object that can be used to obscure students views.  
 

Procedure:  

¶ Arrange your students around one desk with your large box or object placed on top.   

¶ Select 2 to 4 volunteers and have them step out of the room until you call them in. 

¶ One at a time, have each student come in and stand facing one side of the large box.  Make sure each 

student views the box from a different side (i.e. student one faces north, student two faces south, student 

three faces east and student four faces west). 

¶ Have the student state four things that they see in the room as they face the box and record the studentôs 
observations (or have another student write them down). Once they have stated their four things the 

student may sit down and observe the other students.   

¶ Compare what was observed from each studentôs perspective. 
 

Vocabulary:  
 

¶ Beliefs - a feeling of being sure something exists or is true. 

¶ Experiences - life lessons, where you have been or something you have seen or done personally. 

¶ Knowledge - what you have been taught by others or learned.  

¶ Assumptions - what you believe to be true based on your experiences or knowledge, but may not really 

know.  

¶ Emotional convictions ï what you feel is right 

¶ Values - what we believe to be good or bad or right or wrong 

¶ Culture ï the beliefs, customs, arts, manners, foods, government, institutions and other products of 

human work in and around where we live.     
 

Additional Activity:  
 

Have your students go to the following URL and play the PBS Kids Point Out the View game to discover how 

what you see depends on upon where you stand.   
 

http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/math-games/point-out-view/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άм-/έ 

 

http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/math-games/point-out-view/


 

#_________ Name _______________________________________________________ Date __________________ 

 

άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǿέ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ 
Based on the information you are learning about the War of 1812 and Battles of the River Raisin, list 3 to 4 different 

perspectives for each of the people groups listed on the graph below.  What might have each group thought about what 

the War is over or why they are fighting?  What might their objective be?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points of View 
at

the Battles of 
the River 

Raisin

American 

French Settlers  Native Americans 

British 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άн-!έ 



Fast Facts: The Battle of the River Raisin  

January 18, 22 & 23, 1813 
 

The 5 άWέs of the Battles of the River Raisin: 

 

ü Who?  American soldiers lead by General Winchester, the Native American Confederation allied with the British, 

the French Habitants, the British army\Canadian militia. 

ü Where?  Frenchtown/the River Raisin (now Monroe, Michigan) 

ü When?  January 18-23, 1813 

ü What?  ! ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ Řŀȅ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘκbŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

alliance that resulted in the largest number of U.S. battle fatalities in any battle fought during the War of 1812.  

ü Why? A battle for supremacy or survival to control of the Michigan Territory and area trade routes\waterways 

 

The Battles of the River Raisin are clear examples of the different points of view people had that resulted in the 

multinational and cultural War of 1812 and land battles in the Old Northwest Territory.   

 

ü The British wanted to gain more power over the Great Lakes region, its waterways, and the fur trade.  They did 
not want to give up any more of the North American continent to the United States and wanted to maintain 
world dominance over the young nation.   

ü The French habitants who had settled in Frenchtown wanted to continue to live peacefully with little 
interference from the United States or British.  The French had developed a prosperous working relationship 
with local Native Americans and wanted to continue to grow their successful settlement ς Frenchtown.  
Frenchtown was the second largest settlement in the Michigan Territory (Detroit was the largest).   

ü The Americans wanted to re-take the Michigan Territory and continue their land campaign into the British 
controlled Upper Canada to increase the size of the United States and remove British control in North America.  
The United States also wanted to remove any threat of Native American interference with the expansion of the 
country.      

ü The Native Americans wanted to protect their land and native ways from the American expansion. 
 

The Battles of the River Raisin were the deadliest battles ever fought on Michigan soil.  Of all of the battles in the War 

ƻŦ мумнΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘΣ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

wŀƛǎƛƴέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŎǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǳƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ America, and 

influenced U.S. policy regarding Native Americans.   

 

Important Vocabulary: 
 

Occupied Skirmish Siege  Massacre Conflict  Alliance  Territory 

Surrender Militia  Colonel  General  Habitant  
 

Additional Resources for Information: 

Á http://www.nps.gov/rira/historyculture/index.htm 

Á http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/the_battles.htm 

Á http://www.thefreeresource.com/facts-about-battle-of-frenchtown-or-the-river-raisin-massacre-for-

kids#sthash.e2KtdUS5.dpuf 
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Battles of the River Raisin Map 
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During the second Battle of the 

River Raisin, the American 

Kentucky Militia forces were 

located inside the Frenchtown 

fence line, the American Regular 

Army was camped just outside 

the fence, and General 

²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

the American extra supplies 

were setup south of the River 

and Frenchtown.  When the 

British and Native Americans 

launched their surprise attached 

at dawn on January 22, 1813, 

they were able to quickly 

overrun the American regulars 

camped outside of Frenchtown 

and capture General 

Winchester.  This left the 

Kentucky Militia inside the 

Frenchtown fence with little 

ammunition.  Ultimately, the 

British convinced the Kentucky 

Militiamen to surrender.  After 

the Battles were over, only 33 of 

the nearly 1,000 Americans 

escaped death or capture.  

 

 



#_________ Name _______________________________________________________ Date __________________ 
 

Map of Perspectives 
 

Label the map of the Battles of the River Raisin with the location of the different participants.  On the right side of the 

map list two reasons each of the different perspectives were engaged in battled in Frenchtown during the War of 1812. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

French Habitants: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

British: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

Native Americans: 

1. 

 

2. 



 

 

#_________ Name _______________________________________________________ Date __________________ 

 

ñ3-2-1 Exit Slipò 
 

Explain 3 things you have learned about the viewpoints and the War of 1812: 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

List 2 things you still wonder about viewpoints and the War of 1812: 

 

1.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe 1 thing you found interesting about viewpoints and the War of 1812: 

 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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#_________ Name _______________________________________________________ Date __________________ 
 

Decision Organizer 
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Question: 

Option 1: 

 

 

 

Option 2: 

 

 

 

Pros: 

 

 

 

Cons: 

 

 

 

Pros: 

 

 

 

Cons: 

 

 

 

Option Chosen: 

 

 

 

Possible Outcomes:  

 

 

 



Teacher Model for Decision Making Model Anchor Chart 
 

To be used while Jigsaw groups present their information about the different perspectives of the key people at the 

Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

Instructions:  After hearing about and discussing the four different perspectives of the people involved in the Battles of 

the River Raisin, what is your opinion?  Who had the most to gain?  Who had the most to lose?  Write your answer in 

complete sentences.  Be sure to support your opinion with details and examples. 

 

 Benefits Costs 
Americans   

Frenchtown 

 

  

Native Americans 

 

  

British 
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Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers 
 

Battle of the River Raisin Historical Figure Organizer 

American Point of View: 

 

Character: ___________________________ 
 

Directions:  To help your team organize your thoughts for your Fakebook page,  

complete this graphic organizer for the individual historical figure you were  

assigned from the Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

1. Why did the Americans support Frenchtown and the Northwest Territories during the War of 1812?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What were some of the cost or benefits to the Americans during the War of 1812? 

+ 

Benefits  

- 

Costs 
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Basic Information: 
 

Birthday  

Birthplace  

Nation Affiliation  

Alliance during 1812  

Nickname (Make one up if 

you do not find one) 

 

 

Friends/Allies: (at least 3) 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

Facts about your Character that can be posted to other groups Fakebook sites (Native American, French, American, 

British). Answers must include your characterΩs perspective and a complete sentence with correct capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 

FACTS: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers 
 

Battles of the River Raisin Historical Figure Organizer 

British Point of View: 
 

Character: ___________________________ 

 

Directions:  To help your team to organize your thoughts for your Fakebook  

site, complete this graphic organizer for the individual historical figure you  

were assigned from the Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

2. Why did the British support Native Americans & want control of the Northwest Territories during the War of 1812?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What were some of the cost or benefits to the British during the War of 1812? 

+ 

Benefits  

- 

Costs 
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Basic Information: 

 

Birthday  

Birthplace  

Nation Affiliation  

Alliance during 1812  

Nickname (Make one up if 

you do not find one) 

 

 

Friends/Allies: (at least 3) 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

Facts about your Character that can be posted to other groups Fakebook sites (Native American, French, American, 

British). Answers must include your characterΩs perspective and a complete sentence with correct capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 

FACTS: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 



Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers 

 

Battles of the River Raisin Historical Figure Organizer 

French Habitants Point of View: 

 

Character: ___________________________ 
 

Directions:  To help your team organize your thoughts for your Fakebook site, complete this graphic organizer for the 

individual historical figure you were assigned from the Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

3. Why did the French habitants support the Americans during the War of 1812?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What were some of the cost or benefits to the French habitants during the War of 1812? 

+ 

Benefits  

- 

Costs 
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Basic Information: 

 

Birthday  

Birthplace  

Nation Affiliation  

Alliance during 1812  

Nickname (Make one up if 

you do not find one) 

 

 

Friends/Allies: (at least 3) 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

Facts about your Character that can be posted to other groups Fakebook sites (Native American, French, American, 

British). Answers must include your characterΩs perspective and a complete sentence with correct capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 

FACTS: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 



Individual Point of View Graphic Organizers 

 

Battles of the River Raisin Historical Figure Organizer 
 

Native American Point of View: 
 

Character: ___________________________ 

 

Directions:  To help your team organize your thoughts for your Fakebook site, 

complete this graphic organizer for the individual historical figure you were assigned from the Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

4. Why did the Native Americans support the British during the War of 1812? (*Remember that it might not be a 
problem that just occurred. It might be a long-standing, historical problem.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What were some of the cost or benefits to the Native Americans during the War of 1812? 

+ 

Benefits  

- 

Costs 
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Basic Information: 
 

Birthday  

Birthplace  

Nation Affiliation  

Alliance during 1812  

Nickname (Make one up if 

you do not find one) 

 

 

Friends/Allies: (at least 3) 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

Facts about your Character that can be posted to other groups Fakebook sites (Native American, French, American, 

British).  Answers must include your characterΩs perspective and a complete sentence with correct capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 

FACTS: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 
American: 

1. General Harrison 

2. General Winchester 

3. General Hull 

4. Captain Paschal Hickman 

5. Private William Atherton 

6. Captain Bland Williams Ballard 

7. President Madison 

 

French Habitant: 

1. Peter Navarre 

2. Rachel Knaggs 

 

Native American: 

1. Roundhead 

2. Tecumseh 

3. Walk-In-The-Water 

4. The Prophet 

 

British: 

1. Colonel Henry Procter 

2. General Isaac Brock 

3. John Askin 

4. John Richardson 
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Brigadier General Winchester (American) 

Biographical Information: 

¶ Born in Maryland 

¶ Born: February 6, 1752 

¶ Died: July 26, 1826 

¶ Winchester was 60 years old at the time of the Battle of the River Raisin 

¶ His father was from London, England and his mother was from Baltimore, Maryland. 

¶ Occupations:  Mill/distillery operator, farmer, cotton gin operator, politician, land surveyor 

¶ After the War of 1812, Winchester spent the remainder of his life defending himself against people who wanted 
to criticize his role in the Battles of the River Raisin. 

 

Military Information: 

¶ Rank: Served as Lieutenant and Captain in the Revolutionary War; Brigadier General in the War of 1812 

¶ Training/Experience:  Captain in the Revolutionary War (captured twice by the British), local militia in Tennessee, 
commissioned as Brigadier General in June of 1812.   

¶ 1814:  Left in command of Mobile, Alabama by Andrew Jackson. 
 

Battlefield Information: 

¶ June 1812: Winchester was given the job of gathering 1,200 trained soldiers and militia from Kentucky to march 
towards Detroit to help General Hull and his troops. 

¶ August 1812: Hull ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¶ Winchester wanted to gain command as the Major-General of the Northwestern Army, but gave up command 
instead to William Henry Harrison. 

¶ December of 1812: ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛŀƳƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ hƘƛƻΦ  
They arrived on January 8, 1813.   

¶ January 13, 1813: WinchestŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƛŘ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜƴŎƘǘƻǿƴ όǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
along the River Raisin).  The settlement had been occupied and was under siege by the British and Indians. 

¶ Winchester had been directed by General Harrison to remain in the Miami River rapids area, but he and his 
officers decided to send two colonels and a group of well-supplied soldiers 30 miles north to defend 
Frenchtown.   

¶ January 18th, 1813: ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ мн ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 55 
injured. The army contacted Winchester to report the victory and ask for reinforcements. 

¶ Winchester arrived in Frenchtown with the reinforcements on January 20, 1813.  The army of reinforcements 
chose to camp outside of the fences lining the Frenchtown settlement.  

¶ General Winchester chose to stay about 300 yards away from his troops at the home of Colonel Francis Navarre 
(a local business and militia man).  Winchester then sent word to General Harrison that his men needed more 
reinforcements.  The army was not well-prepared or defended at their location in Frenchtown.   
Á IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀǎǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ōǳǘ 

orders were immediately issued to strengthen the works in the best manner possible, with all the means 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘΦέ  

¶ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǊƳȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ннΣ мумоΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
easily defeated. 

¶ After the second attack on Frenchtown, General Winchester was captured by Chief Roundhead of the Wyandot 
tribe. When he was brought to the British Colonel Henry Procter he was convinced to surrender so that his men 
would be considered prisoners of war and would not be harmed by the Indians. 

¶ January 23, 1813: 60 of the prisoners of war were killed by the Indians. 

¶ Winchester spent the next year as a British prisoner of war in Quebec, Canada. 
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Images of General Winchester:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Painting of the capture of General Winchester during the Battles of the River Raisin. 

Below: Drawing of the home General Winchester used as his headquarters during the Battles of the 

River Raisin from the Harpers New Monthly Magazine in 1863. 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Capt. Paschal Hickman (American) 

 

Biographical Information: 

Born in 1778  

Died January 23, 1813 

Description: Tall, 6 feet 2 inches, 200 lbs., jailer of Franklin County 

IƛŎƪƳŀƴΩǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ was a Baptist Preacher, Veteran of Indian Wars and the Revolutionary War.  It is said that he preached 

his first Christian sermon in Kentucky. 

IƛŎƪƳŀƴΩǎ ǿife was Elizabeth Hall who he married in 1797.  They had three daughters and lived in Frankfort, KY. 

A County in the State of Kentucky named for him 1822 in honor of his service to Kentucky and the United States. 

Military Information:  

American Military officer killed in the Massacre of the River Raisin during the War of 1812. 

Paschal was a private under Gen. Anthony Wayne at Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794, a member of the 22nd Regiment of 

the Kentucky Militia in 1802, and made the rank of lieutenant in 1803.   

August 1812-ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦƻǊ /ƻƭΦ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ 1st Kentucky Rifle Regiment and served as Captain.  

 

Battle Information:  

Hickman was seriously wounded in the American victory at the First Battle of Frenchtown on January 18, 1813 and both 

of his legs had to be amputated. 

During the January 22, 1813, Battle of Frenchtown the main British force arrived and General Winchester was defeated 

and captured at the Raisin River.  Fearing Gen. William Henry Harrison, British Col. Henry Procter retreated the next day, 

leaving the severely injured and taking uninjured prisoners.   Upon retreat, Indian allies killed most of the remaining 

American wounded the next day.  Paschal Hickman was dragged from a house and tomahawked to death.  Killed in 

Service-All but thirteen of his unit of 88 men were killed, captured, or missing after the Battles of the River Raisin, 

January 18-23, 1813. 

 

Kentucky Masons member: 
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Image of Re-enactor playing Paschal: 

 

 

 

 

 



YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ DŀȊȊŜǘ мумоΥ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tŀǎŎƘŀƭ IƛŎƪƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Colonel Henry Proctor (British) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born in Ireland in 1763 

¶ Died October 31, 1822 in England  

¶ The son of a British army surgeon who fought in the Revolutionary War at Bunker Hill.  
 
Military Information: 

¶ As a young lieutenant, he saw service towards the close of the Revolutionary War.  He rose through the ranks, 

transferring into the 41st Regiment of Foot and joining it in Canada as its lieutenant colonel in 1802.   

¶ Proctor took command of Amherstburg shortly after the start of the War of 1812, sending forces to cut off 
General Hull in Detroit.  He served under General Brock at the capture of Detroit and was left in command of the 
area after Brock departed. 

¶ He cut off communications to Detroit at Brownstown and Maguaga. 

¶ Commander of Fort Malden until Brock took possession of Fort Detroit from Hull- August 16, 1812. 

¶ Proctor installed as military commandant and civil governor of Michigan Territory 8/17/1812 to 09/24/1813.   

¶ Proctor declared Martial Law on the fourth day of February 1813-Forced American citizens out of Detroit. 

¶ Proctor allied with the Native Americans and said to General IǳƭƭΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀǊ ƻŦ 
extermination, but you must be aware that the numerous body of Indians who have attached themselves to my 
ǘǊƻƻǇǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜǎΦέ 
 

Battle Information:  

¶ Upon learning that the Americans had taken and occupied French Town, Proctor launched a counterattack on 

January 22, 1813, resulting in the second Battle of the RiveǊ wŀƛǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

army.  After the bloody battle, most of the Americans were casualties or prisoners of war.  Proctor withdrew his 

troops to Amherstburg taking American prisoners that could walk and leaving the badly wounded Americans at 

Frenchtown.  Native American warriors killed the American wounded for which the U.S. held Proctor 

responsible.   

¶ Although accused by the Americans of failing to prevent the killing of some of their wounded, Proctor was 

promoted to brigadier general for his victory at the Raisin, and then to the rank of major general. 

¶ ProctoǊΩǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ CƻǊǘ aŜƛƎǎ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎƻƴ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŦƭŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ 

captured at the Battle of Lake Erie, Proctor abandoned Amherstburg and the Detroit area.  General William 

IŜƴǊȅ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ retreating British and Indians. 

¶ Tecumseh did not want to retreat believing that the British were abandoning their interest, but followed 

tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜƳŜǎΦ  IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ оΣллл ƳŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 2 miles of 

Moraviantown.  ProctoǊΩǎ пол ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ слл ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ in 

October of 1813 in what became known as the Battle of the Themes.   

¶ Proctor faced 5 charges in a court-martial for his defeat in the Battle of the Thames, of which he was found 

guilty of 4:  

o Allowing the retreat to be slowed by taking too much baggage, some of it his own;  

o Failing to prevent supplies and ammunition from falling into enemy hands;  

o Neglecting to fortify adequately his troops position along the Thames; 

o Making poor dispositions to meet the enemy at Moraviantown; and  

o Failing to rally and encourage his troops and Native American allies during and after the battle.  

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



¶ Proctor was publicly reprimanded and suspended without rank or pay for 6 months, and even though some of 

the charges were later dropped, his military career, once filled with praise and success, was ruined.  

¶ He returned to England in 1815 and lived in semi-retirement until his death in 1822. 

 
Image of Proctor:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Political Cartoon depicting General Proctor paying for the scalps of killed American soldiers: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Captain Bland Williams Ballard (American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Birthplace: Spotsylvania County, VA 

¶ Birth date: October 6, 1759 or October 16, 1761 

¶ Age during battle: 52 or 54 

¶ Hometown:  Shelby County, Kentucky 

Occupation: Pioneer Indian fighter and member of the Kentucky General Assembly for Shelby County 

¶ Moved to Kentucky with his father in 1779 at the age of 20 

¶ Delaware Indians killed his family in their house in Shelby County, Kentucky during the Ballard massacre in 1788.  

His father, two brothers, one full sister, a half-sister, and his step-mother were all killed.  His youngest sister was 

ǘƻƳŀƘŀǿƪŜŘ ōǳǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ  .ƭŀƴŘ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŦƻǊǘΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ƻǊ 

seven of the attacking Indians he was unable to prevent the massacre and fired on his step-ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜǊ ŀǎ 

his stepmother was running from the cabin.  His shot killed the attacker but not in time to stop the down stroke 

 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜǊΩǎ ǘƻƳŀƘŀǿƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪƛƭƭer her.  

¶ Received little formal education. 

¶ Liked to wear a buckskin hunting shirt. 

 

Military Information: 

¶ PŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ .ƻǿƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ aŀȅ мттф. 

¶ WƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wƻƎŜǊǎ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tƛǉǳŜ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мтул. 

¶ Served with General Rogers Clark in 1782.  

¶ SŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wƻƎŜǊǎ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ²ŀōŀǎƘ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мтус. 

¶ Participated in the battle at Fallen Timbers, Aug. 20, 1794. 

¶ Attained the rank of Captain, was a frontier Indian fighter, experienced scout, marksman, hunter, and spy. 

 

Battlefield Information: 

¶ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ .ŀƭƭŀǊŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ wƛŦƭŜƳŜƴ ŀǘ CǊŜƴŎƘǘƻǿƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ [ǘΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ мst 

Rifle Regiment.  

¶ He and his riflemen were positioned behind the puncheon fence of Frenchtown and repelled several initial 

British attacks. 

¶ He was wounded twice but refused medical treatment. 

¶ He was captured after Gen. Winchester surrendered at the River Raisin, imprisoned at Fort Malden and then 

Fort George in Canada for several months before being released in a prisoner exchange. 

¶ Ballard County, Kentucky was named after him in 1842 in honor of his service to Kentucky and the United States. 

 

References:  

¶ www.kyenc.org/entry/b/BALLA02.html 

¶ http://filsonhistorical.org/2009/10/20/filson-favorites-chester-hardings-portrait-of -bland 

¶ www.182kentuckybattleflag.com/kentucky_in_war_of_1812.html 
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Image of Captain Ballard: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: General Isaac Brock (British) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Birthplace: St. Peter Port on the Channel Island of Guernsey in England 

¶ Birth date: October 6, 1769 

¶ Age during battle: 43 

¶ Hometown:  St. Peter Port on the Channel Island of Guernsey in England 

¶ Family originally from: St. Peter Port on the Channel Island of Guernsey in England 

¶ Occupation: British Army Officer  
 
Born the 8th son of a moderately wealthy family. Was educated in Guernsey, Southampton England, and a year 
at Rotterdam, to learn the French language.  He was a bright student and an exceptional swimmer and boxer. He 
ǿŀǎ сΩнέ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜΦ IŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀǊǊied. While he lacked specific formal education, he 
appreciated the significance of learning and read widely. 
 

Military Information: 
 

¶ Major General 

¶ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ пфǘƘ όYƛƴƎΩǎύ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƻƻǘΦ 
¶ In 1785, at age 15 he entered the army by buying a commission in the 8th όYƛƴƎΩǎύ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƻƻǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 

transferred to the 49th Regiment in 1791. He joined it in Barbados, and did duty there and in Jamaica until 1793. 
He became a lieutenant-colonel on October 25, 1797, and took command of the 49th Regiment. He saw his first 
combat on 10 September 1799 in the Netherlands. In August 25, 1802, he arrived in Canada. Shortly after 
arriving in Canada he effectively addressed issues of mutiny. On June 26, 1806 took temporary command of all 
troops in Canada. During this time he was responsible for the increased fortification of Quebec. In 1807 he was 
promoted to Brigadier General. In July of 1810 he was sent to take command of Upper Canada. In June 1811 he 
was promoted to Major General. 

¶ Authorized action that led to the capture of Fort Michilimackinac.  

¶ Over the two days of August 15 and 16, 1812 he partnered with Chief Tecumseh and his Native American allies 
ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ wƛǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ CƻǊǘ !ƳƘŜǊǎǘōǳǊƎΦ .ǊƻŎƪΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
draw Hull out of the fort.  Brock, who was outnumbered 2:1 decided to attack in spite of the odds. He conducted 
a series of diversions and deceptions to intimidate General Hull and engaged in a limited bombardment of the 
fort.  The fear of torture at the hands of the Native Americans forced American Commander General William 
Hull to surrender Detroit and all of Michigan Territory to the British.  

¶ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΣ .ǊƻŎƪ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ 9ȄǘǊŀ YƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻ ƻŦ ¦ǇǇŜǊ 
CanadaέΦ  The victory in Detroit also helped to solidify the allegiance of Tecumseh and his Confederation helping 
the British. Evidence suggests that Brock respected Tecumseh and had every intention of honoring his 
commitments to him and his Native American allies. Following the surrender of Detroit his attention in Upper 
Canada shifted to defending Niagara.  The American army attacked at Queenston Heights, Upper Canada on 
October 13, 1812. During an attempt to rally his troops and charge up Queenston Heights, Brock was singled out 
by an American marksman and killed instantly. 

 
Battle Information:  
 
While General Brock did not fight in the Battles of the River Raisin, it was his success in securing the Michigan Territory 
that resulted in Frenchtown becoming occupied by British and Native American forces in 1812.  American forces had to 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊŜƴŎƘǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǊƻŎƪΩǎ άƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦέ  5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ Biography 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



Quotes:  
 
άIƛǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀǊƳȅΣ ŦƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

όaƛŎƘƛƎŀƴύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŜƭΦέ ςthecanadianencyclopedia.com 

 

ά{ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ be more desperate than the measure, but I answer that the state of the Province admitted 

of nothing but desperate remedies. I got possession of the letters my antagonist addressed to the Secretary at War, and 

also of the sentiments which hundreds of his army uttered to their friends. Confidence in the General was gone, and 

evident despondency prevailed throughout. I have succeeded beyond expectation. I crossed the river contrary to the 

opinion of Cols. Procter, St. George etc.; it is therefore no wonder that envy should attribute to good fortune what in 

justice to my own discernment, I must say, proceeded from a cool calculation of the pours and ŎƻƴǘǊŜǎΦέ- C.P.Stacey, The 

Defence of Upper Canada, 1812, quoted in Zaslow, p.17 

 
Brock was urged to let his officers precede him (into Detroit), and he refused, because he would never ask his men to go 

where he would not lead them.- thecanadianencyclopedia.com 

 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀǊ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ōƻdy of Indians 

who have attached themselves to my troops will be beyond my control the moment the contest commences." -.ǊƻŎƪΩǎ 

letter to William Hull demanding the surrender of Detroit 

 

"a more sagacious or a more gallant warrior does not I believe exist" ς Brock referring to Tecumseh  in  Tupper, 

Ferdinand Brock (1845). The Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B.. London: Simpkin, Marshall 

& Co.  

 
Sources:  
 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/brock_isaac_5E.html 

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/sir-isaac-brock 

http://www.warof1812.ca/brock.htm 

http://dr.library.brocku.ca/bitstream/handle/10464/2684/brockiana.pdf?sequence=1 

http://www.1812.gc.ca/eng/1340029617788 

http://www.brocku.ca/about/sir-isaac-brock 

https://www.facebook.com/MajorGeneralSirIsaacBrock 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_Brock_Tupper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_Brock_Tupper
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/14428
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/brock_isaac_5E.html
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/sir-isaac-brock
http://www.warof1812.ca/brock.htm
http://dr.library.brocku.ca/bitstream/handle/10464/2684/brockiana.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.1812.gc.ca/eng/1340029617788
http://www.brocku.ca/about/sir-isaac-brock
https://www.facebook.com/MajorGeneralSirIsaacBrock


Images of General Brock: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Images of General Brock: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: President James Madison (American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born March 16, 1751 in Port Conway, Virginia.  

¶ James Madison died on June 28, 1836 at the age of 85. 

¶ Oldest of 12 children, inherited land upon his father's death in 1801 

¶ Lived at Montpelier in Virginia, a wealthy plantation in Orange County. 

¶ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘȅΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴκƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ άǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊŜƴŀέ 
skills.  

¶ Studied Latin, Greek, science, and philosophy at Princeton. Studied writing of Enlightenment thinkers as well.  

¶ Started his political career early, in 1774 and joined the Virginia militia as colonel in 1775. Preferred writing to 
fighting.  

¶ Career politician, also a planter on his farm. 

¶ Worked on a committee for Virginia's Constitution and Declaration of Rights. Wrote plans in Congress such as 
the Virginia Plan, the Bill of Rights, and the Federalist Papers. 

¶ bƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ 

¶ Married Dolley Payne Todd in 1794, she was a beautiful, outgoing Quaker, who helped Madison's image. They 
had no children. 

¶ Served in House of Delegates ( 1783), House of Representatives ( 1789), and later elected 4th U.S. President 
(1808). 

¶ Close friends with Thomas Jefferson. 

¶ Political party: Democratic-Republican 
 
Military Information: 

¶ Tensions rose with Great Britain in 1793, when France and Britain went to war. 

¶ Madison backed the French and joined/supported the administration of Thomas Jefferson ( 1801). 

¶ Tensions continued to increase between U.S. and Great Britain as Madison became President.  

¶ Impressment (seizing American ships and sailors) continued despite efforts to decrease trade embargoes and 
laws. 

¶ Madison asked Congress to declare war in April of 1812, sighting complaints including impressment of 
Americans, arming of Indians who attacked settlers, and trade restrictions.  

¶ Madison's popularity grew at the declaration of war and with his support of American independence for the new 
nation.  

¶ ²ŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳnity to seize Canada, drive Spanish from Florida, put down Indian uprisings in the 
ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦέ ό!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύ 

¶ Created a plan to separate Upper Canada from the northwest and cut off the Native tribes from the British. 

¶ This separation move proved disastrous for Madison, in just 3 months much of the Northwest fell to the British.  

¶ President Madison is ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊέ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  

¶ However, modern historians now analyze similarities between Madison's handling of The War of 1812 and 
Abraham Lincoln's handling of the Civil War. 

¶ War of 1812 was an important influence in establishing the U.S.A as a young nation. 

¶ War arrived at Madison's house when the British burned the White House in 1814.  

¶ Madison's popularity declined rapidly, until Andrew Jackson won a stunning victory at New Orleans, which 
actually happened after the signing of the Treaty of Ghent that ended the War of 1812. 

¶ After serving two terms as president (1809-1817), Madison retired to his plantation to oversee things and 
occasionally involved himself in politics throughout his retirement. 

Battle Information:  

¶ President Madison was 61 when the Battles of River Raisin occurred.  

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



¶ Madison was not at the Battles of River Raisin directly, but influenced the battles by issuing the plan to separate 
Upper Canada from the Northwest and to end native attacks in the Northwest.  

 
Quotes:  

¶ άAmericans have the right and advantage of being armed - unlike the citizens of other countries whose 
governments are afraid to trust the people with arms.έ - James Madison 

¶ άAs long as the reason of man continues fallible, and he is at liberty to exercise it, different opinions will be 
formed.έ - James Madison 

¶ ά Each generation should be made to bear the burden of its own wars, instead of carrying them on, at the 
expense of other generations.έ - James Madison 

 
 
Internet Resources: 

¶ http://www.searchquotes.com/search/James_Madison_%28war_Of_1812/5/ 

¶ http://millercenter.org/president/madison 

¶ http://www.history.com/topics/war-of-мумнκǾƛŘŜƻǎέ\LέƧŀƳŜǎ-madison-did-you 
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: John Askin (Split Allegiance)  

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born in Aughnaclay, County Tyrone Ireland,  in 1739. 

¶ Died in 1815. 

¶ John came to America at the age of 19, with the British Army and settled in Albany, New York as a merchant.  He 
would enter the fur trade and went to Michilimackinac, Michigan to open a trading post.  He would create 
strong ties with the commandants there as they regulated trade with the natives.  Askins also was asked to serve 
as a commissary for the garrison there. 

¶ While in Detroit, he created partnerships with many notable merchants and fur traders.  He tried to consolidate 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǎƪƛƴΩǎ aƛŀƳƛΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  Iƛǎ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǊǊƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
decline of the animal population.  The Askins family had close relations with the merchants along the River 
Raisin. 

 
Milita ry Information: 
¶ Began in 1805 when he was appointed as lieutenant-colonel for the militia in Detroit.  During the war of 1812, 
!ǎƪƛƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǎƻƴǎΣ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎ-in-law and ten grandchildren fighting for the British and 
one son-in-law fighting with the Americans.   

 
Battle Information:  

¶ !ǎƪƛƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜȄ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘǘƻǿƴ, and he 

ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ŘŜǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻŦ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊe in the summer of 1812. 

Quotes: 

¶ άL Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ϧ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƻƴŜƭ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀΧ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƛƴƎǎΦ  LŦ ǿŜ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǊŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΤ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΦέ 
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Major John Fredrick Richardson and Brother Midshipmen Robert Richardson (British) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born: Both John and Robert were born in Queenston, Ontario.  John was born in 1796 and Robert in 1798 

¶ Their family was from British Canada 

¶ John and Robert lived in Amherstburg/Fort Malden 

¶ Their ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 5ǊΦ wƻōŜǊǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ ŀ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wŀƴƎŜǊǎΤ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ aŀŘŜƭŜƛƴŜΣ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мумм ƻŦ 

ǘǳōŜǊŎǳƭƻǎƛǎΤ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ hǘǘŀǿŀ LƴŘƛŀƴ 

¶ Dr. Richardson was known to care for both settlers and Indians. He inoculated hundreds of Indians for smallpox 

and young John loved to watch and learn from the wild tribesmen.  

¶ John hated school as a boy but loved literature. His favorite novel was Don QuixotŜ ōȅ /ŜǊǾŀƴǘŜǎΩΦ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

known as an excellent marksman. 

¶ Robert was a Midshipman who died from wound complications sustained the Battles of the River Raisin. 

¶ John was a Major in the British military and a novelist. 

 
Military Information: 
 

¶ Rank: John, at 15, joined the 41st Regiment at Fort Malden as a Gentleman Volunteer. He was accepted into the 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŀƴƪΦ  

¶ Younger brother Robert, at 14, became a midshipman in the tiny Royal Navy on Lake Erie 

¶ Unit: during War of 1812 John fought in the 41st Regiment under General Proctor; Robert with the Royal Navy 
under Captain Barclay  

¶ Training/Experience: both boys were very young with little experience during the War of 1812, however, they 
were known for their bravery. 

¶ Regular or Volunteer: Gentleman Volunteers were in the regular forces (not militia). 
 
Battle Information:  

¶ Role at Frenchtown: Both boys fought at the second Battles of the Raisin River on the side of the British, under 
General Procter.  

¶ Personal Stories: 14 year-ƻƭŘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊōŀŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
Amherstburg because Robert wanted to join the fighting with his older brother, John. The boys left for 
Frenchtown together. Sometime during the night before the River Raisin attack, another British soldier took 
ȅƻǳƴƎ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜƭƻŎƪΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾƛŜǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛǊŜΦ wƻōŜǊǘ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 
anyway, with no defense. Robert was shot in the leg by a shell. John was called to his brotƘŜǊΩǎ ŀƛŘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƘŜ 
was mortally wounded. Robert begged not to be taken to the staff doctor, his father, but taken to a remote part 
of the field where the 41st regimented doctor tended to his broken leg. The doctor tending Robert later wrote 
that he thought young Robert was out of danger and his leg should be able to be saved. The doctor refers to 
Robert as behaving like a little hero and bearing his wound like a man. 

 

¶ A member of the 41st, who was injured the same day and fled to the field hospital in a barn, Sharach Byfield 
wrote: ά²ƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴΣ L ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀŘΣ ŀōƻǳǘ мм ƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŀǎ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿΩǎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƴŘΤ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǊ 
mother; and saying he should die, were so affecting that it was not soon forgotten by me. He was a midshipman, 
belonging to one of the gun-ōƻŀǘǎΤ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎƻƴ ώwƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴϐΦέ 

 

¶ The wound caused Robert a lot of pain for 6 months after which he was rewarded the position of lieutenant in 
one of the provincial corps. Unfortunately, he died at the age of 19 from complications of the leg wound. 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



 

¶ John described fighting alongside the Native Americans during this battle: the Saukies or Sacs from Missouri, 
who were of towering height; and the Minoumini, who were like suicide squads. After the war, he wrote about 
his experiences in a novel about the Battles of the Raisin River.  

¶ Also after the Raisin River Battles, both John and his father, Dr. Robert Richardson, were very outspoken against 
General Proctor. They wrote about how appalled they were at the slaughter of the Americans at Frenchtown.  

¶ Dr. Robert Richardson writing from Amherstburg 2/7/1813 observed: 
άL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǘǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ out this way. There is another circumstance 
which has hurt me more than I can express. That is with respect to some wounded men belonging to the 
Americans who were left without proper protection and some of whom I have been informed were the 
same evening murdered by the Indians. Had I been commanding officer I should have considered myself 
responsible for the lives of every one of them, and within my hearing protection was promised for those 
poor people. Be assured we have not heard the last of this shameful transaction. I wish to God it could be 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘŜŘΦέ 

¶ Robert died at the age of 19 from complications from the leg wound sustained at the Battle of the River 

Raisin.  

¶ John continued to fight with General Procter during the War of 1812. He was at the Battle of the Thames 

when Tecumseh was killed, and later John was captured after the Battle of Moraviantown. He was 

imprisoned in Kentucky, until his release in 1814. He continued in the military, eventually earning the 

rank of Major. Later, John served with the British Legion in Spain, where he earned a knighthood in the 

military Order of St. Ferdinand for courage in battle.  

¶ John was known as a gambler who loved cards and dueling, being a very good marksman. On August 

12, 1825, John married his first wife, Jane Marsh. Who, it is believed, died shortly after. In 1832, John 

married again to Maria Caroline Drayton, who is described as the love of his life. He never had children. 

¶ John is known as Canadaôs first novelist. He wrote one of the best British accounts of the Battle of the 

River Raisin. He traveled to various places around the world and also wrote about these experiences. In 

1838, he returned to Canada as a journalist. In 1849, Richardson moved to New York City, where he 

died in 1852 of undernourishment. At the time of his death, he was a pauper and is buried in an 

unmarked grave.  
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Young Robert Richardson being portrayed by re-enactor Andrew Bentley.  
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Peter Navarre (American ς French Habitant)  

 
Biographical Information: 
 

¶ Peter Navarre was born in Detroit in 1790, the grandson of a French officer who came to the area in 1745. 

¶ He moved with his family to the mouth of the Maumee River in 1807. He and his brothers were noted for their 

courage and outdoor survival skills.  

¶ ! ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ bŀǾŀǊǊŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻƭŜŘƻ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέΣ aŀǊŎƘ нмΣ мутпΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

άtŜter in his youth and prime has been described as being over six feet in height, slender and straight as an 

arrow, and swift and active as a panther. He excelled in all feats of agility, and especially in running had no equal 

among the red men. He retained Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

¶ Peter was a fur trader for the Northwest Fur Company. In 1807, and for the next four years, he traded furs with 

the Indians, transporting the furs each spring by canoe to Detroit. 

¶ Peter could speak French, some English, Potawatomi, and one or two other Indian languages. He was unable to 

ǊŜŀŘ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ άƳŀǊƪέΦ  

¶ After the War of 1812, Peter resumed fur trading, working for the American Fur Company in Illinois and Indiana.  

¶ About 1820, he retired to a farm in Toledo, Ohio. Because Navarre was never officially on any U.S. enlistment 

roll, he did not receive a pension until 1864, when Congress voted to give him a monthly pension of $8.  

¶ Navarre died in Toledo in 1874 (aged 89). He had outlived three wives and had several children. Famous Wild 

West figures, Wild Bill Hickok and Buffalo Bill came to pay their respects to the late Peter Navarre.  

 
Military Information: 

¶ tŜǘŜǊ bŀǾŀǊǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƳŜǎǎŀge to General Harrison: ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊǎΦ ¢ǿƻ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘǿƻ ōǊƛƎǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƭƻƻǇΦέ  

¶ Navarre was also at the battle of the Thames, allegedly witnessing the death of Tecumseh. He said this of the 

death of Tecumseh, άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǎtanding behind a large tree that had blown down, encouraging his warriors, and 

was killed by a ball that passed diagonally through his chest. After death he was shot several times, but 

otherwise his body was not mutilated in the least, being buried in his regimentals (uniform), as the old chief 

desired, by myself and a companion at the command of General Harrison. All statements that he was scalped or 

ǎƪƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŦŀƭǎŜΦέ 

¶ At one time, General Proctor offered the Indians a $1,000 bounty for NavarreΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǊ ǎŎŀƭǇΦ bŀǾŀǊǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

another man were captured by Indians, bound hand and foot, and were being carried to Ft. Malden. One night, 

when their ropes were loosened for a rest, Navarre told his companion, άbƻǿ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ LŦ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ aŀƭŘŜƴ ǿŜ 

will be hung, and I would rather take my chances of being shot than go any further with our captors. You take 

ƻƴŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ They ran, Indians firing at both of them, but they escaped without injury.  

 
Battle Information:  

¶ Navarre was 27 years old at the time of the Battles of wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴΦ IŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ 

and was at the first battle when the enemy was engaged and pushed back several miles. 

¶ Navarre, along with other scouts, warned Winchester that they were easy prey for the enemy. They knew that 

the British and Indians were gathering at Fort Malden, Ontario and were preparing a counter-attack. The 

warnings were ignored.  

¶ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀǘǘƭŜΣ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ 

They decided to escape, going east into the marshes and then onto frozen Lake Erie. Their departure was quickly 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



noticed, and they ran while being fired upon with muskets. Indians also gave chase on foot, but Peter and his 

brothers were quick runners and able to elude the Indians. The fact that the Navarres wore moccasins meant 

that it was difficult to track them, since their prints looked like those of Indians.  When they got to Lake Erie, the 

ice was breaking up at the mouth of the Raisin, and they leapt from one ice flow to another to continue their 

escape. 

¶ Peter eventually met with General Harrison at Fort Meigs, where he gave him a report on the Battles of the 

River Raisin.  General Harrison then offered Peter the job of scout (spy) for one dollar per day, which he 

accepted.                                                         
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Private William Atherton (American)  

 
Biographical Information: 
 

¶ William Atherton was from Shelbyville, Kentucky. 

¶ Atherton was 21 years old at the time of the Battles of the River Raisin. 

¶ Atherton survived the Battles of the River Raisin and being a prisoner of war. 

¶ Returned to Kentucky in 1814. 

¶ Became an ordained minister.  

¶ Published his memoirs in 1842 : Narrative of the Suffering & Defeat of the North-Western Army Under General 
Winchester :   
 

http://openlibrary.org/search?author_key=OL2503049A&time_facet=War+of+1
812&subject_facet+Accessible+book 

 
Military Information: 
 

¶ Rank: Private - Kentucky militia volunteer 

¶ Duties: sharpshooter 

 
Battle Information: (From the Memoirs of William Atherton) 

¶ William Atherton, and other militia men, marched from Kentucky in August of 1812. Atherton soon learned that 

expectations for the enlisted men were deadly serious. When marching through Ohio, Atherton and his fellow 

soldiers were called to witness an execution.  

ά! ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ǉƻǎǘτhe was arraigned and sentenced to be shot.  When the time 

appointed for his execution arrived, the army was paradedτthe prisoner was brought to the spotτa 

bandage placed over his eyesτŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŘŜŀǘƘΧ5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎŜ ŀ 

messenger came from the General bearing a reprieve. This circumstance made a deep impression upon the 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ŀǊƳȅΦέ όǇŀƎŜ мтύ 

¶ Marching through Ohio, in November and December, William and the other soldiers faced extreme hunger and 

exhaustion. Their clothing, from the start of their trip in August, was inadequate for the cold northern climate. 

ά²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ǎŀǿ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΣ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜΦέ όǇŀƎŜ мфύ  

¶ On January 18, 1813, Atherton and his comrades engaged the enemy at the Raisin River settlement. Fighting for 

America, were about 667 men, mostly Kentucky militia, plus about 100 French Town citizens. Atherton believed 

that the enemy consisted of about 100 British soldiers and 400 Indians. (Other sources said there was about 75 

Canadians and 200 Indians.) The enemy was forced back, at least 2 miles, with American losses of 12 killed and 

55 wounded.  During this initial battle, Atherton said that the majority of the casualties happened when they 

reached the woods. It was about sunset of that day that Atherton received a wound in his right shoulder. While 

a minor wound, it meant he could no longer shoot. 

ά±ŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΤ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

disadvantages, not being acquainted with the ground, and most of us being unacquainted with the Indian 

ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΧǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜΧ5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ L ǎŀǿ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊŀǾŜ ōƻȅǎ 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



lying upon a the snow wallowing in the agonies of death. But none could stop even to help his brother, for 

ƻǳǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǘƳƻǎǘ ŜȄŜǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ƴŀƴ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ όǇŀƎŜ офύ  

¶ After their victory, the Americans set up camp behind the fences of French Town. The British wasted no time in 

retaliating. A force of about 525 British/Canadian soldiers and 800 Indians left from Fort Malden, attacking on 

January 22, 1813, surprising the Americans who were still asleep. Atherton was unable to fire a gun due to his 

injuries. 

άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΤ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǿƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ƭŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΗ ΧL ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘǊŜŀŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

perilous. I slept soundly until ŀǿŀƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎ ŎǊȅ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƻ ŀǊƳǎΗ  ¢ƻ ŀǊƳǎΗΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

cannon and roar of small arms, and the more terrific yelling of savages. (page 42) 

¶ Surprised, overwhelmed, and taking heavy casualties, the Americans agreed to surrender, provided their 

wounded would be protected. The unharmed American soldiers were taken prisoner and marched away. The 

British promised that sleds would return the next day for the wounded. Atherton, while able to walk, decided to 

stay behind to help with the more seriously wounded. The next day, Indians returned to loot the village, 

massacring any soldier too weak to walk.  

άΧǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ōȅ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƳŀƘŀǿƪ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ǿƻǊƪΦέ όǇŀƎŜсмύ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ƻfficers and soldiers, who had battled against the very elements for months, and had passed 

through sufferings almost equal to death itself, lived through it all only to meet the most horrid of all 

deathsτof being butchered in cold blood, and that without hŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΦέ όǇŀƎŜ 

56) 

¶ During the slaughter of the wounded, William was taken hostage by a Potowatami Indian, and kept under his 

protection. Still, Atherton was in constant fear of death. He talked about another prisoner, whose murder he 

witnessed. 

άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΣ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ .ƭȅǘƘŜ ƻŦ 

Lexington, and struck the tomahawk into his head. I was looking the young man in the face when he received 

the deadly blow; he clƻǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘǊƻƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΦέ όǇŀƎŜ стύ 

¶ William was relieved to be alive. Despite wanting to escape from his Indian captor, he knew he had little chance 

of success. While living with the Indians, Atherton was trusted enough to be given a bow and arrows, and even 

ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ Ǝǳƴ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ άŀŘƻǇǘŜŘέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ 

He helped them hunt and feed the tribe. It was a hard winter, involving extreme cold, and frequent travel to 

hunt for food. 

ΧέL ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ǾŜǊƳƛƴΤ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǾŜŘΤ ŀƴŘ ǎƘǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΤ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 

literally buried in the snows of Michigan; and in order to prevent actual starvation, the Indians were 

compelled to remove ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧL ƘŀǾŜ 

nothing to say against the Indian character---but many things in favor of it---but much against their manner 

of life. They are a brave, generous, hospitable, kind, and among theƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ.ǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ 

this is said, no one can form any adequate idea of what a man must suffer, who spends a winter with them in 

ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦέ όǇŀƎŜ млпύ 

¶ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎŀǇǘƻǊ ǘƻ άǎŜƭƭ ƘƛƳέΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛs way to freedom. In exchange for a 

horse, Atherton was given to a Frenchman. (When he regained his freedom, William Atherton replaced the 

value of the horse, paying the Frenchman $36.) The Frenchman turned William over to the British in Detroit, 

where he became a prisoner of war and was held captive for several months.  



άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘΧǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǳƎƘǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

overbearing, doing nothing for our comfort. The joy that I felt in being released from the Indians, soon died 

ŀƳƛŘ Ƴȅ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƴŀƪŜŘΦέ όǇŀƎŜ млуύ  

¶ From Detroit, Atherton and other prisoners were sent to a prison in Quebec. They were eventually released, in a 

prisoner exchange, leaving in May of 1814 and setting out on a trip of more than 1000 miles. 

¶ It was on June 14, 1814 that Atherton returned to his Kentucky home. He eventually became a Methodist 

Episcopal minister. He published his memoirs in 1842. 
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 

and their Biographies 
 

Character Biography: Rachel Knaggs (American ς French Habitant) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born in Mohawk Valley, N.Y. in 1733 

¶ Born of Dutch and Holland descent 

¶ She spoke Latin and Dutch 

¶ Married to George Knaggs (Philadelphia, possibly in 1760).  They had eight children together. 

¶ 80 years old during the Battles at the River Raisin 

¶ Rachel Knaggs was known to be a practical businesswoman who helped her husband manage a fur trading 
business in the Maumee Valley.  Her husband George traveled a lot, so she was left to manage the family 
business on her own much of the time. 

¶ The family purchased approximately 100 acres of land in Frenchtown (on the River Raisin) in the late 1700s. 

¶ !ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩs death, she remained in Frenchtown and purchased an additional 259 acres of land. 

¶ She died in 1815, probably on a trading expedition to the Michigan territory of Green Bay (now in Wisconsin). 
 
Battle Information:  

¶ At the time of the Battles of the River Raisin, Rachel Knaggs lived alone as a widow in the wilderness of 
Frenchtown.  IŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ όƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ плΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƻƴǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ wŀŎƘŜƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
the River Raisin. 

¶ She probably had good feelings towards the American soldiers who were helping to defend her property at the 
River Raisin.   She may have met and talked with some of them at her trading post.   

¶ !ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ   

¶ On January 22, 1813, she remained at home when the second battle started.  She heard a commotion at her 
door.  When she opened the door, she saw a Kentucky soldier who had witnessed the capture of General 
Winchester and narrowly escaped capture.  Rachel hid the soldier in a large empty barrel. 

¶ Shortly after she hid the soldier, a group of Indians came to her house looking for the missing American soldier.  
They ransacked her home and found the hiding soldier.  She was taken to the British Colonel who demanded 
that she leave Frenchtown and go to Detroit. 

¶ Without anything to keep her warm on a freezing cold day, the 80 year-old woman got into an open sled, found 
her daughter Elizabeth and her 3 children 
and made the nearly 40 mile trip along 
Hulls Road to Detroit.  

¶ When asked how she was able to survive 
the long trip without winter clothing (her 
coat had been taken by the Indians), she 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άaȅ ǎǇǳƴƪ ƪŜǇǘ ƳŜ ǿŀǊƳΦέ 

 
Source:  Women on the Raisin during the War of 
1812 by Mary Ellen Van Wasshenova and Ralph 
Naveaux. 
 
Images: Image one is a re-enactor portraying Rachel 
Knaggs.  Image two is a painting showing Rachel, 
Elizabeth and her three boys escaping Frenchtown.  
Image three is a drawing of Frenchtown.   
 
 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
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Character Biography: Chief Roundhead (Native American) 

 
Biographical Information: 
 

¶ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ²ȅŀƴŘƻǘ {ŀƴŘǳǎƪȅ ǘǊƛōŜΤ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά.ŀǊƪ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊέ 

¶ Born near Sandusky River, present-day Ohio 

Á Lived in Brownstown 

¶ Family:  

o Brother of Jean-Baptiste 
o Brother Tarhe, American ally 

¶ Before the War of 1812, he lived along Canard River in present-day Windsor, Canada 
 

Military Information: 

¶ Signed Treaty of Greenville in 1795, relinquishing most of present-day Ohio & Indiana 

¶ MemōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¦Φ{Φ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ War of 1812 

¶ During war, 2nd in command (Tecumseh 1stύ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǊƳȅ  

o Battles: Brownstown, August 5, 1812 

Á Maguaga, August 9, 1812 

o Helped capture Fort Detroit during siege of Detroit, August 15, 1812 
ω Fought in siege of Fort Meigs, April 28-May 9, 1813 
ω Died (with Tecumseh) at the Battle of the Thames, October 5, 1813 
ω DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǊƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ wƻǳƴŘƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ноΣ мумоΥ ά¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊǎ 

experienced a serious loǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ wƻǳƴŘƘŜŀŘΦέ 
 
Battle Information:  

¶ !ƎŜ со ŀǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴΤ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎΣ άǎƛȄ-foot tall, broad-chested with chiseled features, high cheek 

ōƻƴŜǎΣ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƪƛƴ ϧ ŀ ǎŎŀƭǇ ƭƻŎƪέ 

o Before battle, along with Walk-in-the-Water, warned Frenchtown settlers in a letter what would happen if 

they joined the enemy: 

o άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ [ƛǎǘŜƴΣ You have always told us you would give us any assistance in your power.  We, therefore, as the 
enemy is approaching us, within twenty-five miles, call upon you all to rise up and come here to the Rapids 
immediately, bringing your arms along with you.  Should you fail this time, we will not consider you in the 
future as friends, and the consequences may be very unpleasant.  We are convinced you have no writing 
forbidding ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǳǎΦέ1 

We are your friends at present, 
Roundhead (horse emblem) & Walk in the Water (turtle sign) 

¶ During second battle at the River Raisin, American General Winchester was captured by Native Americans, who 
turned him over to Chief Roundhead.   Chief wƻǳƴŘƘŜŀŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ 
himself and then delivered Winchester to General Proctor 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 wŀƭǇƘ bŀǾŜŀǳȄΣ άLƴǾŀŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ {ƛŘŜǎέΣ ǇƎǎΦ слΣ тн 

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Chief Tecumseh (Native American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Tecumseh- aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ άǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊέ ƻǊ άǇŀƴǘƘŜǊ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŀƛǘΦέ 

¶ Member of the Shawnee Tribe. 

¶ Tecumseh (Shawnee Chief) was born in 1768, near present-day Springfield, Ohio.  He lived in the Ohio- Indiana 

region. 

¶ There is no reliable sources to know exactly when Tecumseh was bornΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мтфлΩǎ ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ 

participate in resistance against the Americans in the region of Ohio. 

Military Information: 
 

¶ Tecumseh was a scout early in his life.  In November 1791 he participated in the Indian loss at the Battle of 

Fallen Timbers, in August of 1794. 

¶ Tecumseh became well-known as a result of the way in which he and his brother, the Prophet, were reacting to 

the tremendous loss of native lands as a result of the American Westward Expansion during Thomas Jefferson 

ŀƴŘ ²Φ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ  .ȅ мулуΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 

¶ Tecumseh was famous for trying to promote the idea to Native Americans that Indians should return to their 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎΦ  ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ 

in the Great Lakes region.  

¶ In the summer of 1808, Tecumseh (and his brother, the Prophet) began to coordinate the idea that Native 

Americans should create a Confederacy to own lands in common, and that no individual tribe would have the 

right to give-up its land, because in reality, it belonged to the Indian Confederacy.  It was also at this time that he 

traveled great distances to encourage all Native Americans/Indians do the same.  

¶ bƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ мумн-1813.  It is believed that Tecumseh and 

Roundhead led about 1,200 Indians who had joined with some forces of about 900 regulars and militia under 

Major ς General Henry Proctor in the siege of Fort Proctor, near Perrysburg, Ohio.  The American garrison 

numbered about 1,000 resisted successfully.   

Battle Information:  
 

¶ Chief Tecumseh is not believed to have been at the Battles of the River Raisin, but his Confederation of Native 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¢ǊƛōŜǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ƭƭƛŜǎ 
inflicted a devastating blow to the American forces in the Battles of Frenchtown.  The defeat was so devastating 
ǘƘŀǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛǘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƭŀƳƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǊ 
throughout the newly formed United States and rallied America to a distinct cause for war.  The battle cry 
άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŀƛǎƛƴέ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ 
the Thames on October 5, 1813, in revenge for the loss of life at Frenchtown on January 22 and 23, 1813.  It was 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ who ultimately killed Chief Tecumseh and ended the Confederation.   

¶ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀƛǎƛƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ their last major victory.  

 
Images: 
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Top Left, Chief Tecumseh meets General Brock.  All other images on this page are artist impressions of Chief 
Tecumseh. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: The Prophet - Lalawethika Tenskwatawa (Native American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Lalawethika (He Who Makes A Loud Noise, Little Noise Maker), Tenskwatawa (the Open Door). 

¶ Born at Old Piqua (near Springfield Ohio) in 1775, which is where his family was from. 

¶ He considered Prophetstown (near the Battle Ground in Indiana) at the mouth of the Tippecanoe River his 
hometown. 

¶ He was a member of the Shawnee Tribe and was a prophet or medicine man. 

¶ Chief Tecumseh was his brother.  

¶ His father died prior to his birth and he was abandoned by his mother.  

¶ He was befriended by a Shawnee prophet and medicine man named Penagashea (Changing Feathers).  

¶ In 1805 he had a vision of death and resurrection. Master of Life called him to lead his people to paradise.  
Influenced Ottawas, Wyandots, Kickapoos, Potawatamis, Menomineed, and Senecas.  

¶ Rejected violence, especially intertribal violence. Reject polygamy. Rejected traditional native religion and 
traditional prophets/medicine men. Rejected alcohol. Rejected άǿƘƛǘŜέ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 
Emphasized traditional, communal life, dress, etc.   

¶ Died November of 1836 in Kansas City, MO. 

 
Military Information: 

¶ Present at Battle of Fallen Timbers.  

¶ Attended Treaty of Greenville. 

¶ Gathered many followers which concerned American officials and white missionaries.  

¶ General W.H. Harrison challenged him to produce a sign of his power and he predicted the eclipse of June 16, 
1806.  

¶ Developed ties to British in 1808 and sent Tecumseh to Amhurstburg to get provisions for his followers.  The 
same year he traveled to Vincennes, IN to convince Harrison of his friendship and to get supplies for his 
followers.  

¶ Along with Tecumseh, he rejects the treaty of Fort Wayne in 1809 which ceded 3 million acres of native lands.  

¶ ά¢Ŝƴǎƪǿŀǘŀǿŀ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜ 

LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ ς Dictionary of Canadian Biography 

¶ ά¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ brother the Prophet ranged far and wide to unite the various indian nations in resistance to 

the encroachments of the white settlers and the federal government. They promoted traditional culture and 

argued that no single tribe or set of leaders could sign away the birthright held in common by all Native 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦέ ς Ralph Naveaux, Invaded on All Sides 

¶ !ǘ ¢ƛǇǇŜŎŀƴƻŜ ƛƴ мумм ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ άƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ΦIΦ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ  

¶ Suffered defeat at Battle of Tippecanoe which ended his claims to religious leadership.   

¶ {ǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ   

¶ Following the War, he fled to Canada where he was supported by a British pension until 1826. 

¶ In 1824, the Prophet was allowed to return to the United States in hopes he would encourage the Shawnee to 
move west of the Mississippi. 

 
Battle Information:  

¶ In the War of 1812, the Prophet assisted Tecumseh in recruiting warriors to assist the British against Americans, 
and he allied with British in various actions throughout the war.   The Prophet was not at the Battles of the River 
Raisin, but played a key role in the success of his brothers Confederation that was viewed as a dangerous barrier  
to Western Expansion and threat to the frontier settlements after their major victory in the Battles.   

¶ The Prophet was 37 at the time of the Battles of the River Raisin.  

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



Sources:  

¶ http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/tenskwatawa_7E.html 

¶ http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/AFK4251.0001.001/19?rgn=full+text;view=image;q1=prophet 

¶ www.geocities.com/SouthBeach/Cove/8286/tenskvision.html 

 
Quotes: 

¶ άόƳȅύ ǎƻƭŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ Indians from bad habits and to cause them to live in peace with all 
ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦέ-Tenskwatawa 
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List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: Walk-In-The-Water (Native American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Birthplace: Great Lakes region.  

¶ Birth date: late 1700s. 

¶ Family origin: Wyandot. 

¶ Hometown:  Current day Michigan. 

¶ Occupation: Detroit River Wyandot leader. 

¶ Background:   

o -A signer of the 1795 Treaty of Greenville, which gave most of Ohio to the United States after the Battle 

of Fallen Timbers. 

o A signer of the 1805 Treaty of Fort Industry, which ceded northern Ohio to the United States.   

o Signed the Treaty of Springwells in September 1815 to end the Indian involvement in the War  

  of 1812 

¶ Nickname:  Mier-turtle, Maera or Awmeyeeray, Mirahatha.  

¶ Nearly six feet tall and a passionate leader of the Wyandot. 

¶ Totem (signature) was the figure of a turtle. 

¶ Died in 1817. 

  

Military Information: 

¶ Leader of Maguaga (Detroit River Wyandot village). 

¶ Experienced warrior. 

o Fought in the Battle of Fallen Timbers. 

o tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōǳǎƘ ƻŦ aŀƧƻǊ ±ŀƴ IƻǊƴŜ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рΣ мумн ƻƴ IǳƭƭΩǎ wƻŀŘΦ 

o Took part in the capture of Detroit in August 1812.  

¶ May have tried to join the U.S. side at the beginning of the war but was denied by the U.S. government. 

 
Battle Information:  

¶ Along with Chief Roundhead, Chief Walk-In-The-Water lead the Native American Confederation at the Battles of 
the River Raisin in Frenchtown (now Monroe, MI).  The Native American Confederation was allied with British 
forces and inflicted a devastating defeat of American forces under the leadership of General Winchester.   

 
Sources: 

¶ http://www.wyandotte-nation.org/culture/history/biographies/walk-in-the-water/ 

¶ Invaded on All Sides, by Ralph Naveaux  pages 2, 13, 72, 73, 110, 127 
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Re-enactor dressed as Walk-In-The-Water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Historical Characters from the War of 1812 
and their Biographies 

 

Character Biography: General William Henry Harrison (American) 

 
Biographical Information: 

¶ Born February 9, 1773. 

¶ Born in Virginia on Berkeley Plantation. 

¶ Family from Virginia, plantation owners- wealthy family in Virginia, friends with the Washingtons (President 
George Washington). 

¶ His father signed the Declaration of Independence and was a 3 time Virginia Governor. 

¶ Well educated, tutored at home and some college education. 

¶ Youngest of 7 children, so his career options were limited. Became a military man, joining the army at the age of 
18 (1791). 

¶ Nicknamed Old Tippecanoe or Old Tipp.  

¶ Married Anna Tuthill Symmes in 1795. 

¶ Was elected the 9th President of the United States. 

¶ Had 10 children, later a grandson, Benjamin Harrison, was elected 23rd President in 1889. 

¶ Political affiliation- Whig. 

¶ Throughout his life there had always been military conflict, so that influenced his decision to become a military 
man. 

 
Military Information: 

¶ Enlisted as an ensign (lowest rank), but was quickly promoted and became a career soldier. 

¶ TraƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άaŀŘέ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ²ŀȅƴŜΦ 

¶ He gained Military fame from the Battle of Fallen Timbers, and took over Fort Washington upon Wayne's death.  

¶ Often at odds with Northwestern Indians.  

¶ Resigned from army in 1797 and got into politics (Territorial secretary, governor, etc). 

¶ Harrison negotiated treaties with Natives as governor. He favored separate treaties with different tribes. 

¶ Harrison negotiated 13 treaties that aimed to get natives to cede 60 million acres of their land.  

¶ The treaties created conflict with native tribes and leaders.  

¶ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƻbjective was to remove as many natives from the northwestern territories as possible.  

¶ Battles over native land put Harrison at odds with Chief Tecumseh and Black Hawk. 

¶ Fought at the BŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƛǇǇŜŎŀƴƻŜ όLƴŘƛŀƴŀύ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ тΣ мумм ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘέκ¢ŜƴǎƪǿŀǘŀǿŀΣ 
Tecumseh's brother (at the age of 38).  Some believe the Battle of Tippecanoe was really the first battle of the 
War of 1812, but it had not yet been declared. 

¶ Appointed Major General of Army of the Northwest with the directive to retake Detroit from the British after 
Tippecanoe. 

 
Battle Information: 

¶ Warned the government of possible Indian attacks as governor, especially those with Tecumseh and warned of 
Tecumseh's contact with British forces. 

¶ The governor of Michigan, General Hull, was appointed to command in the Northwest Army, in preparation for a 
possible war. 

¶ Generals James Winchester and Harrison were rivals that both wanted the job commanding the Army of the 
Northwest.  

¶ When General Hull surrendered Detroit, Harrison who is the more popular choice among the Kentuckians 
becomes the new commander of the Army of the Northwest.   ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜǎ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
only reluctantly and occasionally follows his commands. 

¶ Harrison was unable to assemble a large enough force to launch a fall 1812 campaign/attack, so he conducted 
hostile raids on Indian towns.  

!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ άо-/έ 



¶ James Winchester was sent to the Michigan Territory to join Harrison in an attempt to retake the region, which 
was now controlled by the British and Native Americans.    

¶ Winchester proceeds without Harrison and suffers a major defeat at the Battles of the River Raisin.  After 
Winchester's defeat, Harrison and his troops built Fort Meigs along the Maumee River as a defense strategy. 

¶ Fort Meigs withstood two attacks by the British and was used by Harrison to invade Upper Canada and chase 
Colonel Henry Proctor and Native Americans to the Battle of the Thames in revenge for the Battles of the River 
Raisin.  Chief Tecumseh was killed in this battle on October 5, 1813. 

¶ Later Harrison becomes 9th President of the United States of America, in 1841. Shortly after his election, 
President Harrison died of pneumonia and pleurisy and is known as the shortest lived president in U.S. History.  

¶ Harrison is also known for being the oldest elected president (age 67), the last to be born under British rule and 
the first president to die in office. 

¶ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴϥǎ ǘƻƳō ƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά ±ƛŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ oŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ά!ǾŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ 
wŀƛǎƛƴέ. 

 
Sources: 

¶ http://millercenter.org/president/harrison/essays/biography/ 
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[ŜŦǘΥ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ  !ōƻǾŜΥ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ 

wife Anna who he married in 

мтфрΦ  ¢ƘŜ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŀŘ мл 

children.  One of his grandsons, 

Benjamin Harrison became the 

23rd President.   


