[bookmark: _GoBack]A “found” poem is a poem made up entirely of phrases or quotations found in another text. Found poems can be constructed from anything from phrases you find in an instruction manual to phrases you find in a book of hymns.

Your assignment now is to read additional material of your choice and then to create a found poem to summarize the text. You will read more about the battle or the leaders by going to the National Parks Service website for the Battle of Cowpens. As you read, take note of any words or phrases that you find intriguing, striking, or particularly resonant. When you are ready, arrange them on separate lines in a way that appeals to you. Remember that new ideas or images can be created when unlike phrases are juxtaposed. Line breaks can be used to great effect, so experiment with breaking lines in different places before you decide on final positions.

Your poem can be in free verse or - assuming you can find enough rhyming words in the text - in rhyme. The poem must be at least twelve lines long. There is no restriction as to line length. Play around with and separate the phrases as much as you like, but do not deviate from them: part of the fun of this exercise is in creating something “new” from something that was already there.

Below is an example of a found poem made up of words and phrases from the reader’s  theater script.  Please do not use my words - but be creative and original. 

Banny is coming
Aim for the officers

The British kept charging
My friends in arms, this day you must play your parts for liberty’s cause

Gunfire and drums boom all across the battlefield
Tarleton believed he would win the battle

Just hold up your heads, boys
Give them three fires, and you’ll be free

Refuse the flank!
Form! Form my brave fellows!

Swords clanged
Give them Tarleton’s Quarter!

Make them prisoners. 

The Battle of Cowpens was over. 
The Patriots won. 

when you return to your homes, how the old folks will bless you, and the girls will kiss you!



 



