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THE following curriculum guide 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

environmental legacy through his 

service during the Roosevelt 

administration, his time as both a 

congressman and senator from Texas, 

ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ осth 

president. The First Lady, Claudia Taylor 

Johnson, lovingly nicknamed Lady Bird 

as a child, was instrumental in leading 

the administration in both conservation 

and beautification efforts. Together, the 

Johnsons persevered during one of our 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎΣ 

always witƘ ŀ άŎŀƴ Řƻέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀs apparent in their 

advocacy for both nature and quality of life.  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

domestic plan which included expanding civil rights, immigration and education reform, and 

much more. Environmental issues are still of concern today evidenced by the vibrant 

environmental movement led by young activists. Students are encouraged to make connections 

to contemporary issues by thinking through similar issues of the past such as environmental 

injustice, air and water pollution, conservation of natural resources, and accessibility to the 

natural environment. LBJ knew the federal government could not do the work alone. The role 

of government, in his opinion, was to offer support to localities as they strived to tackle their 

own environmental issues.  

This guide is divided into eight sections containing appropriate materials for grades 5th ς 12th, 

that may be amended as needed. PosǎƛōƭŜ ¢9Y{ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ 

planning. Included in this guide are classroom Activity, video links, vocabulary lists, primary 

source analysis worksheets, and weblinks for additional resources.  

  

άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ȅƴŘƻƴ .Φ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
CƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ CƭƻǿŜǊǎέ  
Photography by Frank Wolfe, 1968 
http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive.html 
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Educator Resources:  

Document Analysis Worksheets from National Archives: 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 

¶ Analyze a Video 

¶ Analyze a Photograph 

¶ Analyze a Sound Recording  

¶ Analyze a Written Document 

  

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
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President Johnson and the Texas Hill Country 

Overview Providing Context for Educators 

Lyndon Johnson deeply loved the Texas Hill Country where he grew up. His experiences in this 

often-harsh setting shaped his personality and values. He grew up poor leading to a unique 

empathy for his fellow rural Texans. The land and its inability to sustain his family, and others like 

ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎΣ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ life. The barrenness and beauty combined molded 

Johnson in way that compelled him to help his fellow Texans and Hill Country natives whenever 

and wherever possible. President Johnson accomplished a great deal throughout his life for his 

home state; and many of these accomplishments created lasting benefits for all Texans.  

Through knowledge of the physical environment of the land on which President Johnson was 

raised, students begin to understand and relate to how the power of place formed President 

Johnson in a great many ways. [.WΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 

fostered a determination to help not only his direct neighbors, but all Texas residents gain access 

to amenities many of us take for granted, such as electricity.  

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Hill Country is vastly different ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ [.WΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ - greater population, higher land prices 

relative to the Great Depression, a more varied economy - overall it is more prosperous.  Without 

a doubt, many Texans believe the Hill Country  is one of the statŜΩǎ greatest assets.  Much of this 

is due to the work of Lyndon Johnson. 
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Activity: Developing a Sense of Place ŀƴŘ [.WΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 

Elementary teachers can incorporate the Activity in this section into lessons covering 

geography, history, or economics.  

Discussion: Place Shapes Identity 

1Φ 5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ !ǎƪ 

students to think of places that are meaningful to them. How do the experiences in those 

places contribute to how they view themselves. Ask students  how their favorite places change 

over time. This abstract understanding of geography creates awareness between people and 

their environment, it serves as a form of human geography.  

2. A hands on activity to solidify the meaning of place is to have students draw a map of their 

school. Take them on a senses scavenger hunt where they document the senses experienced in 

different places around school. Then have them write about their favorite places in the building 

or outside. Ask a big picture question pertaining to the greater community. What other places 

would the students like to explore or learn about.  

Resources: 

For more information about fosterting a a sense of place or Activity visit:  

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/jul2015/sense-of-place-human-geography 

3. After discussing place, students can connect how they relate to the physical, economic, and 

political structures of their place, ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ [.WΩǎ Ŝxperience while growing up in the 

Hill Country.  

4. Explain how the United States, Texas, and local communities are comprised of economic 

regions often determined by  physical properties such as rivers, available vegetation, and 

mountain ranges in additon to local culture.  

5. Ask students to find Texas on the map of the region map United States, on page 7 of this 

guide. Then, using the Texas region map, on page 8, ask students to indentify where they live 

and where LBJ lived in Johnson City, Texas. Using the Texas economic regions map, on page 9, 

ask students to note the economic industries of where they live then compare that to the 

economic industries in the Hill Country, where LBJ lived. What other regions in the United 

States have similar economic industries? Use the map on page 10. Why do people settle in 

these particular regions and how did they get there? 

6. Explain the difference between urban, rural, and suburban areas. What is their hometown 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ [.WΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅΣ ¢exas? 

  

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/jul2015/sense-of-place-human-geography
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The Great Depression:  

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ [ȅƴŘƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

contribution to Texas as part of the New Deal programs initiated by the Roosevelt 

administration. In 1935, at the age of 

twenty-six Lyndon Johnson was appointed 

Director of the Texas division of the newly 

created National Youth Administration, 

nestled under the Works Program 

Administration (WPA). He was the 

youngest leader of any New Deal 

program. The goal of this program was to 

offer work for youth not enrolled in 

schools, provide work study jobs for both 

high school and college students, provide 

apprenticeships, and summer youth camps. 

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ programs were appreciated in Texas communities. Hundreds of thousands of 

Texas youth participated in the program. TƘŜ b¸!Ωǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 

Hill Country through its restoration project of Villita Historic Arts Village in San Antonio, the 

many roadside picnic areas created by the project teams, and the improvement of Inks Lake 

State Park in western Burnet County.  

The Roosevelt Administration adamantly urged Johnson and all NYA directors to include African 

American students and young people in their programs, yet Johnson pushed back which is 

surprising considering his future works with civil rights and the legislative acts passed during his 

presidential administration.  

The provided primary sources from the archives of the LBJ library allow students to analyze 

the benefits of the NYA projects to the environment, communities, and participants. Provided 

sources also facilitate discussion on how Johnson worked within the confines of Jim Crow 

segregation in a southern state to provide economic opportunities for African American 

youth. The NYA was one of the few New Deal programs that equally funded African American 

participation. These sources do contain racially sensitive terms used in the era the source was 

created. A possible warm up for discussion could consider if Lyndon Johnson could have done 

more to expand NYA programs to minority populations in Texas? What were the structural 

barriers to that expansion?   

  

http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive.html 
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Multiple Age Activity: Video Analysis 

Although younger students will not understand the full economic causes and resulting 

consequences of the financial crash, they can comprehend that President Roosevelt tried to 

revive the economy through a series of administrative initiatives packaged as the New Deal and 

Second New Deal. One such program was the National Youth Administration.  

After explaining [.WΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀve students watch the short video linked here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8R6u-jvrnVs&t=18s 

This 1937 government produced silent film demonstrates different work opportunities, for boys, 

related to the aviation industry in Tampa, Florida.  Students may complete the primary source 

video analysis worksheet, created by National Archives and available for multiple grade levels, 

linked below.  

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 

This lesson provides an opportunity to discuss both the gendered and racial components of New 

Deal programs.  

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8R6u-jvrnVs&t=18s
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
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Activity: Analyze the effects of NYA projects on local communities using primary sources. The 

main idea of this source follows the document. Students may use the Analyze a Primary Source 

document provided by National Archives including in this guide or found at: 
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 

 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library  

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
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Activity Continued: Source Main Idea 

This letter was written by Aubrey Williams, the executive director of President RoosevŜƭǘΩǎ 

National Youth Administration He oversaw the work of Texas director Lyndon Johnson. Mr. 

Williams wrote to Jesse Jones, the chairman of the Reconstruction Finance Committee and 

overseer of how large sums of federal money was distributed to industries affected by the 

Great Depression.  

Mr. Williams discusses the partnership between the Texas NYA and the Texas State Highway 

Commission in building rest area parks alongsiŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΦ aǊΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

explains the types of parks built by the boys of the NYA and hopes President Roosevelt will stop 

ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

project would bring importance to the work of the NYA.  
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Activity: Analyze the effects of the NYA projects on local communities using primary sources. 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library  
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Activity: Analyze the effect of NYA projects on local communities 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library  
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Activity: Analyze the following sources to consider WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ in expanding NYA funding to 

the African American community. Watch the You Tube video referenced below then answer the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊΥ Iƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ мфосΚ 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library. Silent footage of African American youth participating in NYA 

programs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVK_FFMWJhM 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVK_FFMWJhM
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Activity: After reading through the following sources why did Johnson not want to include an 

African American on the state advisory board? Discuss with a partner. 

 

Source: Memo from the internal files of the NYA located ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [.W [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ !ǳōǊŜȅ 

Williams was the Executive Director of the NYA. 
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Activity: The federal government demands inclusion of African AmericaƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

leadership of NYA programs, yet the Texas Director declines. The agency still complies with 

funding and educational opportunities as required. Why do you think Johnson made that 

decision?  

Source: Archives at LBJ Library 
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Source: Archives at LBJ Library 
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Source: Archives at LBJ Library 
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Rural Electrification Administration  

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ the last citizens to gain access to electricity in the early 20th 

century, affecting a great many Texas residents. Farmers lived a pioneer existence as they still 

used kerosene lamps for light, hand cranked their washing machines for laundry cleaning, and 

cooked over an open fire or wood burning range. Farmers begged electric companies to bring 

electricity into their homes. Utility cƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǇƭŜŀǎ claiming the process 

too expensive to be cost effective for their bottom line. 

Arguments over who owned hydroelectric power stewed for decades. Powerful utility 

companies lobbied against government interference to maintain control over the generated 

power. ¦Ǉƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ in 1933 he set out to pass legislation to bring 

electricity, via dam construction, to a broader section of the population, believing there was a 

direct correlation to quality of life. In May of 1935 President Roosevelt signed an executive 

order creating the Rural Electrification Administration. One year later Congress passed the REA 

bill allowing the agency to make loans to farmers for electric improvements allowing them to 

form their own cooperatives separate from the electric companies. However, change happened 

slowly in the Texas Hill Country.  

Congressman Johnson, a freshmen representative, promised local residents that he would be 

the one to bring electricity to the Hill Country when the pleas of the Hill Country farmers went 

unanswered. The area was still sparsely populated, and some residents feared the commitment 

of a monthly bill on their already meager earnings, they feared the legal forms necessary to 

start the process with the REA, and most importantly scared of electricity. Without full support 

the REA would not loan the needed money. Johnson and friend, Babe Smith, drove to local 

picnics on July 4th, 1938 persuading people to sign the required application. Together Smith and 

Johnson showed pictures of appliances in the Sears & Roebuck catalog as a persuasion 

technique. Finally, the undeterred freshman Congressman from Texas secured a meeting with 

the President asking for his assistance. Despite Johnson lacking the needed number of 

signatures to secure the loan from the REA, the President of the United States made a phone 

call asking for this one rule to be broken, citing a belief that the population would increase 

over time. On September 27, 1938, the REA approved the loan which could build over 1800 

miles of electric lines serving almost 3,000 Hill Country farms and homes.  
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Activity: Label the Texas Rivers. Then draw the dams/reservoirs in your area that were created 

with REA funds using the primary source from the Texas Water Commission Report from 1964. 

Using the same sources map two dams built in the Austin area. How did population growth 

affect the physical environment? 

Compare and Contrast the population in Austin, Texas in 1930 and today. One helpful source is: 

https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/Demographics/population_histo

ry_pub.pdf 
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Activity: Meet the Photo. Use the Meet the Photo worksheet to analyze the photo. 

Map of Travis County included in a a report of service by Texas Power and Light Company 

showing the curent power lines in 1938. 

 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library   
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Activity: άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǘƻƻƴέ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀ /ŀǊǘƻƻƴ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴΩǎ 

importance.  

Source: Cartoon and statement found in the archives of the LBJ Library in information 

pertaining to the REA.  
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Activity: άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ tƘƻǘƻέ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀ tƘƻǘƻgraph worksheet to determine this 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΦ 

Source: Photo included in a 1938 report made by the Texas Power and Light Company in the 

archives of the LBJ Library. 
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!ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΥ άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŘŜƻέ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀ ±ƛŘŜƻ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ provided by National Archives, 

found at https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets to ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ 

relevance. 

 

You Tube video on life before electricity 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaFEVPWAmnY 

 

¸ƻǳ ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ά9ƴŜǊƎȅ млм IȅŘǊƻ tƻǿŜǊέ  
by Department of Energy, April 2013. 

 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpigNNTQix8 

 

Consider the following: 

How would life be different without electricity in our homes and schools? 

How does geography affect energy sources?  

Whŀǘ ǿŀǎ [.WΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΚ  

  

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaFEVPWAmnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpigNNTQix8
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TEKS 113.16. Social Studies, Grade 5, Adopted 2018 

Knowledge and Skills 

(5) History. The student understands important issues, events, and individuals in the United 

States during the 20th and 21st centuries. The student is expected to:  

(A) explain the significance of issues and events of the 20th century such as 

industrialization, urbanization, the Great Depression, the world wars, the civil rights 

movement, and military actions;  

(C) identify the accomplishments and contributions of individuals and groups such as 

Susan B. Anthony, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the 442nd Regimental Combat 

Team in the areas of civil rights, women's rights, military actions, and politics 

(6) Geography. The student understands places and regions in the United States. The student is 

expected to:  

(A) describe political and economic regions in the United States that result from 

patterns of human activity 

(7) Geography. The student understands the location and patterns of settlement and the 

geographic factors that influence where people live. The student is expected to: 

  (A) identify and describe the patterns of settlement such as rural, urban, and suburban;  

(B) explain the geographic factors that influence patterns of settlement and the 

distribution of population in the United States; and  

(C) analyze the geographic factors that influence the location of the five largest urban 

areas in the United States and explain their distribution. 

(8) Geography. The student understands how people adapt to and modify their environment. 

The student is expected to:  

(A) describe how and why people have adapted to and modified their environment in 

the United States such as the use of human resources to meet basic needs; and 

(B) analyze the positive and negative consequences of human modification of the 

environment in the United States 
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TEKS 113.16. Social Studies, Grade 5, Continued 

(12) Economics. The student understands patterns of work and economic Activity in the United 

States. The student is expected to:  

(A) compare how people in different regions of the United States earn a living, past and 

present;  

(B) identify and explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of 

economic Activity in the United States 

 (18) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

constitutional republic. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify past and present leaders in the national government, including the president 

and various members of Congress, and their political parties; and  

(B) identify leadership qualities of national leaders, past and present. 

(22) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science and 

technology on society in the United States. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify the accomplishments of notable individuals in the fields of science and 

technology such as Benjamin Franklin, Eli Whitney, John Deere, Thomas Edison, 

Alexander Graham Bell, George Washington Carver, the Wright Brothers, and Neil 

Armstrong;  

(B) identify how scientific discoveries, technological innovations, and the rapid growth 

of technology industries have advanced the economic development of the United 

States, including the transcontinental railroad and the space program; and 

 (12) Economics. The student understands patterns of work and economic Activity in the United 

States. The student is expected to:  

(A) compare how people in different regions of the United States earn a living, past and 

present;  

(B) identify and explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of 

economic Activity in the United States 
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TEKS - 113.17 Social Studies, Grade 6 
 
Knowledge and Skills 

(2) A and B History: The student understands the influences of individuals and groups from 

various cultures on various historical and contemporary societies.   

(3) Geography: the student understands the factors that influence the locations and 

characteristics of locations of various contemporary societies on maps and/or globes.  The 

student is expected to: 

(A) Identify and explain the geographic factors responsible for patterns of population in 
places and regions 

(C) Identify and locate major physical and human geographic features such as landforms, 
water bodies, and urban centers of various places and regions 

 

(5) Geography: The student understands the impact of interactions between people and the 

physical environment on the development and conditions of places and regions.  The student is 

expected to: 

(A) Identify and analyze ways people have modified the physical environment such as 
mining, irrigation and transportation infrastructure 
 

(18) Science, technology and society: the student understands the influences of science and 

technology on contemporary societies.  The student is expected to: 

(A) Identify examples of scientific discoveries, technological innovations, and scientists 
and inventors that have shaped the world 

(B) Explain how resources, economic factors, and political decisions affect the use of 
technology. 
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TEKS 113.19 Social Studies, Grade 7, Texas History 
 

Knowledge and Skills 
 
(1) History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in Texas history.  

The student is expected to: 

(A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining characteristics, and 
explain the purpose of dividing the past into eras, including Natural Texas and its People; 
Age of Contact; Spanish Colonial; Mexican National; Revolution and Republic; Early 
Statehood; Texas in the Civil War and Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age 
of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II; Civil Rights; and Contemporary 
Texas 

 

(7) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of 

Texas during the late 19th, 20th, and early 21st centuries. The student is expected to 

(E) analyze the political, economic, and social impact of World War I, the Great 

Depression, World War II, and significant issues in the latter half of the 20th and early 

21st centuries such as political and economic controversies, immigration, and migration 

on the history of Texas. 

(8) Geography. The student understands the location and characteristics of places and regions of 

Texas. The student is expected to:  

(A) locate and compare the Mountains and Basins, Great Plains, North Central Plains, and 

Coastal Plains regions;  

(B)  locate and compare places of importance in Texas in terms of physical and human 

characteristics such as major cities, waterways, natural and historic landmarks, political 

and cultural regions, and local points of interest; and  

(C)  analyze the effects of physical and human factors such as climate, weather, landforms, 

irrigation, transportation, and communication on major events in Texas.  
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TEKS 113.19 Social Studies, Grade 7, Texas History Continued 
 
(9) Geography. The student understands the effects of the interaction between humans and the 

environment in Texas. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify ways in which Texans have adapted to and modified the environment and 

explain the positive and negative consequences of the modifications; and  

(B) explain ways in which geographic factors such as the Galveston Hurricane of 1900, the 

Dust Bowl, limited water resources, and alternative energy sources have affected the 

political, economic, and social development of Texas. 

 (17) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a democratic 

society.  The student is expected to: 

(A) Identify the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of Texas, past and 

present, including Texas who have been president of the United States; and  

(B) Identify the contributions of Texas leaders such as Lyndon Baines Johnson to Texas. 
 
(19) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of scientific 
discoveries and technological innovations on the political, economic, and social development of 
Texas. The student is expected to 
 

(A) compare types and uses of technology, past and present; 
 
(D) evaluate the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the use 

of resources such as fossil fuels, water, and land; and 
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TEKS, 113.41 United States History Studies Since 1877  

 Knowledge and Skills. 

(2) History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history 

from 1877 to the present. The student is expected to: 

A) identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present and describe 

their defining characteristics; and.  

 (B) explain the significance of the following years as turning points: 1929 (the 

Great Depression begins), 1939-1945 

(9) History. The student understands the impact of the American civil rights movement. The 

student is expected to: 

 (B) explain how Jim Crow laws and the Ku Klux Klan created obstacles to civil rights for 

minorities such as the suppression of voting; 

(14) Geography. The student understands the relationship between population growth and the 

physical environment. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify the effects of population growth and distribution on the physical 

environment; and  

(B) identify the roles of governmental entities and private citizens in managing the 

environment such as the establishment of the National Park System, the Environmental 

Protection Agency and Endangered Species Act. 

 (18) Government. The student understands changes over time in the role of government. The 

student is expected to:  

(A) evaluate the impact of New Deal legislation on the historical roles of state and 

federal government 

(B) explain constitutional issues raised by federal government policy changes during 

times of significant events, including World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the 

1960s, and September 11, 2001 
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TEKS, 113.41 United States History Studies Since 1877 

(23) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

constitutional republic. The student is expected to:  

(A) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social leaders in the United 

States such as Andrew Carnegie, Thurgood Marshall, Billy Graham, Sandra Day O'Connor, and 

Hillary Clinton; and 

 (B) evaluate the impact of relationships among the legislative, executive, and judicial 

branches of government, including Franklin D. Roosevelt's attempt to increase the number of 

U.S. Supreme Court justices and the presidential election of 2000. 

(26) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science, 

technology, and the free enterprise system on the economic development of the United States. 

The student is expected to:  

(A) explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations such as 

electric power, telephone and satellite communications, petroleum-based products, steel 

production, and computers on the economic development of the United States;  

(B) explain how specific needs result in scientific discoveries and technological 

innovations in agriculture, the military, and medicine; and 

(27) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the influence of scientific 

discoveries, technological innovations, and the free enterprise system on the standard of living 

in the United States.  

(A) analyze how scientific discoveries, technological innovations, space exploration, and 

the application of these by the free enterprise system improve the standard of living in the 

United States, including changes in transportation and communication 
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Sources for President Johnson and the Texas Hill Country 
 
Great Depression Sources on National Youth Administration  

Primary Sources:  

Johnson, Lyndon B. Photo of LBJ visiting National Youth Administration Parks Project. 1936. LBJ  
Presidential Library. http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive.html. Serial 
number 36-1/2-1 

 

Oral History of President Lyndon B. Johnson by Michael L Gille 4/16/1970: 

President Johnson, interviewed by Michael L Gille, about his relationship with President 

Roosevelt after his election to the House of Representatives in 1937. President Johnson recalls 

the helpfulness of the Roosevelt administration in getting his initiatives passed, many of which 

were life changing for Texas residents. President Johnson ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ άǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 

River, aid for the farmers, aid for youth projects, public buildings, public grants for electric 

systems, and so forthΦέ The interview goes on to describe tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ support of the 

Colorado River development. The goal of this project, according to LBJ, was to conserve water 

and provide affordable electricity.  

Johnson, Lyndon B. Interviewed by Michael L. Gille. Oral History. April 16, 1970. 
https://www.discoverlbj.org/item/oh-lbj-19700416-na-gillette 
 

άIighland [ŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳǎΦέ LCRA.org. Lower Colorado River Authority. Accessed October 9,  
2019. https://www.lcra.org/water/dams-and-lakes/Pages/default.aspx. 
 

ά[/w!Ωǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣέ LCRA.org. Lower Colorado River Authority. Accessed October 9, 2019.  
https://www.lcra.org/about/overview/history/Pages/roots-in-public-service.aspx. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive.html
https://www.discoverlbj.org/item/oh-lbj-19700416-na-gillette
https://www.lcra.org/water/dams-and-lakes/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.lcra.org/about/overview/history/Pages/roots-in-public-service.aspx.
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Secondary Sources:   

Bowman, Bob. ά5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 9Ǌŀ wƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ tŀǊƪǎΦέ Texas Escapes Online Magazine. 
TexasEscapes.Com. http://www.texasescapes.com/AllThingsHistorical/Depression-
Parks-BB1208.htm. 
 

Caro, Robert. The Years of Lyndon Johnson: Means of Ascent. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc: New York,  
1990.  
 

Conkin, Paul. Big Daddy of the Pedernales: Lyndon Baines Johnson. Boston:  
TwaynePublishers1986: 74-79.  
 

Cotner, Robert Crawford, Texas Cities and the Great Depression. Texas Memorial Museum. 
 Miscellaneous Papers, No. 3. Texas Memorial Museum, 1973. 

 
Handbook of Texas Online, Ben H. Procter, "GREAT DEPRESSION," accessed October 19, 2019,  

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/npg01 .  
 
Handbook of Texas Online, Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr., "NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION,"  

accessed October 19, 2019, 
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ncn04 . 
 
 

ά[ŀ±ƛƭƭƛǘŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛǘŜΦέ The Living New Deal. University of California Berkely. Accessed  
October 19, 2019.  
https://livingnewdeal.org/projects/la-villita-historic-area-san-antonio-tx/ 
 

²ƻƻƭƴŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 5ŜŀƭΥ ! [ƻƻƪ .ŀŎƪ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ  
Institute.org. February 5, 2010.  
 https://rooseveltinstitute.org/african-americans-and-new-deal-look-back-history/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.texasescapes.com/AllThingsHistorical/Depression-Parks-BB1208.htm
http://www.texasescapes.com/AllThingsHistorical/Depression-Parks-BB1208.htm
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/npg01
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ncn04
https://livingnewdeal.org/projects/la-villita-historic-area-san-antonio-tx/
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/african-americans-and-new-deal-look-back-history/
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Sources for Great Depression Rural Electrification Administration 

"Climate Johnson City-Texas," U.S. Climate Data, Temperature-Precipitation-Sunshine-Snowfall,  
last modified 2019, https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/johnson-city/texas/united-
states/ustx0659. 

 
Handbook of Texas Online, Terry G. Jordan, "HILL COUNTRY," accessed October 19, 2019,  

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ryh02 . 
 

άtƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦέ Texas Almanac. Texas State Historical Association. Accessed October  
19, 2019. https://texasalmanac.com/topics/environment/physical-regions-texas 

  

https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/johnson-city/texas/united-states/ustx0659
https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/johnson-city/texas/united-states/ustx0659
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ryh02
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The Great Society Responds to the Environmental Crisis 

Overview Providing Context to Educator  

It was the United {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǳƴōǊƛŘƭŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜvelopment through industrialization 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфслǎΦ CǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ 

Americans exploited the land and its resources for private economic benefit. Resource 

management and conservation was not a priority. As early as 1960, President Eisenhower, 

commissioned a public health study on the effects of car fumes on the air quality.   

In 1962, scientist, Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring. This work brought attention to the use of 

synthetic pesticides in agriculture and to control insects. Although she did not begin the 

environmental movement, her book gave the movement an additional impotence and created 

public awareness. Both President Kennedy and then Vice-President Johnson read her book and 

followed her testimony closely before Congress in 1963. 

By the time that LBJ became President of the United States, the effects of environmental 

degradation were more apparent on the landscape of the country.  Severe smog epidemics 

plagued major cities such as Los Angeles and New York. Polluted rivers, such as the Cuyahoga 

River in Ohio near Cincinnati, caught fire. Urban sprawl and inner-city decay were widespread in 

metropolitan areas across the nation, and the disappearance of open spaces galvanized activists 

and politicians to demand the government action. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘŜŘΦ  [.W ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

conservation work of former presidents such as Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin D. Roosevelt 

and was inspired by the conservation work brought about by the New Deal during his own early 

political career.  As Johnson assumed office, Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall, appointed in 

1961, continued to play an important role as cheerleader of environmental conservation, 

instilling faith that the federal government could lead the country in the conservation battle,  thus 

ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ  !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ¦ŘŀƭƭΩǎ 

encouragement, Johnson was also influenced by his wife Lady Bird, who helped raise 

environmental issues to national attention and was most responsible for shaping his aesthetic 

sense.  As president, Johnson made it a personal goal to accomplish more than his predecessors 

in the preservation of the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ, to bring about his vision for a Great Society.   

Johnson signed the first Clean Air Act that regulated pollution in December 1963.  More 

importantly, he brought the Federal government in as an active player in improving and 

maintaining the quality of the American environment. Johnson felt strongly about our 

environment and preserving itτōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άΧhƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘΦέ  
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The Environmental Crisis and tƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 

On May 22, 1964, PresiŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ 

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀnd his declaration of War on Poverty, the president also 

outlined how his vision of a Great Society would commit itself to the cause of environmental 

protection.  

IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ άƻƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜver 

ōŜ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘΦέ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ noted that the challenge of the next halŦ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ άƛǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ όǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎύ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ a key role in 

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊŜŀt Society. 

During his time in office, Johnson worked to refocus and reorganize existing federal programs to 

efficiently address the issues of the environmental crisis and bring natural beauty and 

preservation to the foreground. His administration believed that government assistance could 

give Americans the means to overcome blight and restore beauty, ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

countryside and national parks, but also in city parks, along riverfronts, in older residential 

neighborhoods and along highways. His vision for a Great Society sought to apply scientific 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ 

while at the same time preserving designated areas, a source of inspiration and restoration of 

the human sǇƛǊƛǘΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

officials of the shortcomings of the nation as stewards of the natural environment in the hope of 

changing American values and beliefs concerning natural resources used for the betterment of 

mankind. In his State of the Union address in 1965, Johnson noted that his vision for a Great 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƎƻƻŘΤ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ōǳǘ how to use it; 

not only how fast we are going, but where we are headŜŘΦέ   
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[.WΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

From 1963 to 1968, Johnson organized nine task forces to directly address environmental 

problems and oversee his plans for a Great Society.  He signed into law almost three hundred 

conservation and beautification measures supported by $12 billion in funding.  His legislation 

spanned issues from land policy to water pollution, and from wilderness areas to urban open 

spaces representing more environmental measures than had been passed in the previous 187 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ   

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

natural resources not just for economic security but for the betterment of the human spirit in his 

Great Society.  His call for partnership in preservation with local participation appealed to the 

American sense of individualism and the personal pursuit of prosperity, emphasizing the human 

benefits in restoring beauty and preserving the natural environment.    

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅ  

President Johnson left a significant legacy by setting a precedent of government action related 

to environmental issues by including the environment as part of the Great Society platform. His 

formal legislation includes: 

 

Clean Air Act, 1963 

Wilderness Act, 1964 

Pesticide Control Bill, 1964 

Water Quality Act, 1965 

Water Resources Planning Act, 1965 

Water and Sanitation Systems in Rural Areas 
Bill, 1965 

Solid Waste Disposal Bill, 1965 

Highway Beautification Act, 1965 

Saline Water Conservation Act, 1965 

Air Quality Acts, 1966 & 1967 

National Water Commission 

Central Arizona Project 

Nation Historic Preservation Act, 1966 

Endangered Species Act, 1966 

National Park Foundation , 1967 

National Trails, System, 1967 

Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 1967 

Wetlands Preservation Bill, 1967 
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Activity: 

Check out these websites for a list of various timelines on Environmental History: 

http://archive.pov.org/ifatreefalls/environmental-timelines/; 

https://sites.google.com/site/thewesterngreen/publications; 

What do the various timelines say about humanƪƛƴŘΩǎ relationship to their world?  -

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How active has the United States been in the environmental movement? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As demonstrated by [.WΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ groundbreaking environmental legislation was 

passed during his administration, however, he is rarely credited with this accomplishment.   

Have you ever been in a situation where you werenΩt given credit for something you did?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you think Johnson deserves more credit for his commitment to the environment?  _________ 

How could that be accomplished? Discuss with a partner for four minutes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://archive.pov.org/ifatreefalls/environmental-timelines/
https://sites.google.com/site/thewesterngreen/publications
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Activity: Analyze this cartoon created by Bill Roberts for the Cleveland Press in the 1960s using 

the National Archives analysis worksheet located at: 
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon-novice 

Source: Doyle, Jack. ά.ǳǊƴ hƴΣ .ƛƎ wƛǾŜǊΧΣέ /uyahoga River Fires, PopHistoryDig.com, May 12, 

2014. 

 

 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon-novice
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Activity:  

In post World War II America multiple environmental crises resulted in death, prompting the 

federal government to take action. One such crisis occurred in Denora, Pennsylvania in 1948.  

Watch the 1:41 video linked below then answer the following questions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOGvQsWW1As 

Find Denora, Pennsylvania on a map?  

 

²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were the main forms of industry in this area? _________________________________ 

 

What form of pollution was most prevalent? _________________________________________ 

 

What is a temperature inversion? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the result of this pollution crisis? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What effect can the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

enforce government law? Discuss with a partner. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOGvQsWW1As
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Additional Resources and Activity: 

The following You Tube video gives a 1-minute ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ wŀŎƘŜƭ /ŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

environmental advocacy. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zpBfK_HtKU 

For more information on Rachel Carson: 

Rachel Carson. Silent Spring. Houghton Mifflin: Cambridge, 1962.  

Mid-Century Smog Events: 

Multiple smog and water pollution events, some deadly, affected American cities throughout 

the 1950s and 1960s prompting local governments and the federal government to take action.  

To learn more about these events consult the following sources:  

tƻǇƪƛƴΣ wƻȅΦ ά¢ǿƻ ΨYƛƭƭŜǊ {ƳƻƎǎΩ ¢ƘŜ IŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ aƛǎǎŜŘΦέ 9t! WƻǳǊƴŀƭ мнΣ ƴƻ мл ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млΣ  
1986): 27-29.  
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/93000EN0.txt?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EP

A&Index=1986%20Thru%201990&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1

&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&

UseQField=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5CZYFILES%5CIN

DEX%20DATA%5C86THRU90%5CTXT%5C00000029%5C93000EN0.txt&User=ANONYMO

US&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-

&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i4

25&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=

Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=29 

BUKRO, C. άнн 5ƛŜŘ ƛƴ 5ƻƴƻǊŀϥǎ ϥYƛƭƭŜǊ {ƳƻƎΦέ Chicago Tribune (1963-1996) November 16, 
 1969.  
 

BigartΣ IƻƳŜǊΦ ά{ƳƻƎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ƛǘȅΦέ New York Times (1923-Current File),  
Nov 26, 1966 

 

5ƻȅƭŜΣ WŀƪŜΦ ά Ψ.ǳǊƴ ƻƴ .ƛƎ wƛǾŜǊΧΩ /ǳȅŀƘƻƎŀ wƛǾŜǊ CƛǊŜǎΦέ tƻǇƘƛǎǘƻǊȅŘig.com. May 12, 2014.  
Accessed December 2, 2019. https://www.pophistorydig.com/topics/cuyahoga-river-fires/ 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zpBfK_HtKU
https://www.pophistorydig.com/topics/cuyahoga-river-fires/
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113.16. Social Studies, Grade 5, Adopted 2018 

Knowledge and Skills  

(5) History. The student understands important issues, events, and individuals in the United 

States during the 20th and 21st centuries. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain the significance of issues and events of the 20th century such as 

industrialization, urbanization, the Great Depression, the world wars, the civil rights 

movement, and military actions 

(C) identify the accomplishments and contributions of individuals and groups such as 

Susan B. Anthony, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the 442nd Regimental Combat 

Team in the areas of civil rights, women's rights, military actions, and politic 

(6) Geography. The student understands places and regions in the United States. The student is 

expected to: 

(D) create a map of important physical features such as the Appalachian Mountains, 

Great Lakes, Mississippi River, Great Plains, and Rocky Mountains. 

(7) Geography. The student understands the location and patterns of settlement and the 

geographic factors that influence where people live. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and describe the patterns of settlement such as rural, urban, and suburban;  

(B) explain the geographic factors that influence patterns of settlement and the 

distribution of population in the United States; and 

(8) Geography. The student understands how people adapt to and modify their environment. 

The student is expected to: 

(A) describe how and why people have adapted to and modified their environment in 

the United States such as the use of human resources to meet basic needs; and  

(B) analyze the positive and negative consequences of human modification of the 

environment in the United States 
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113.16. Social Studies, Grade 5, Continued 

(12) Economics. The student understands patterns of work and economic Activity in the United 

States. The student is expected to: 

(A) compare how people in different regions of the United States earn a living, past and 

present;  

B) identify and explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of economic 

Activity in the United States; 

(17) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of individual participation in the 

democratic process at the local, state, and national levels. The student is expected to:  

(A) explain why individuals have a duty to participate in civic affairs at the local, state, 

and national levels; and  

(B) explain how to contact elected and appointed leaders in local, state, and national 

governments. 

(18) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

constitutional republic. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify past and present leaders in the national government, including the president 

and various members of Congress, and their political parties; and  

(B) identify leadership qualities of national leaders, past and present. 

(21) Culture. The student understands the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and 

religious groups to the United States culture. The student is expected to 

(B) summarize the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups 

to our national identity. 
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113.18. Social Studies, Grade 6, Adopted 2018 

Knowledge and skills. 

 (3) Geography. The student understands the factors that influence the locations and 

characteristics of locations of various contemporary societies on maps and/or globes. The 

student is expected to:  

(A) identify and explain the geographic factors responsible for patterns of population in 

places and regions;  

(B) explain ways in which human migration influences the character of places and 

regions;  

(C) identify and locate major physical and human geographic features such as landforms, 

water bodies, and urban centers of various places and regions; and 

(4) Geography. The student understands how geographic factors influence the economic 

development and political relationships of societies. The student is expected to 

(A) explain the geographic factors responsible for the location of economic Activity in 

places and regions; and  

(B) identify geographic factors such as location, physical features, transportation 

corridors and barriers, and distribution of natural resources that influence a society's 

political relationships. 

 (5) Geography. The student understands the impact of interactions between people and the 

physical environment on the development and conditions of places and regions. The student is 

expected to:  

(A) describe ways people have been impacted by physical processes such as 

earthquakes and climate;  

(B) identify and analyze ways people have adapted to the physical environment in 

various places and regions; and  

(C) identify and analyze ways people have modified the physical environment such as 

mining, irrigation, and transportation infrastructure 
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113.18. Social Studies, Grade 6, Continued 

 (11) Citizenship. The student understands that the nature of citizenship varies among societies. 

The student is expected to: 

(A) describe and compare roles and responsibilities of citizens in various contemporary 

societies, including the United States; and  

(B) explain how opportunities for citizens to participate in and influence the political 

process vary among various contemporary societies 

(12) Citizenship. The student understands the relationship among individual rights, 

responsibilities, duties, and freedoms in societies with representative governments. The 

student is expected to:  

(A) identify and explain the duty of civic participation in societies with representative 

governments; and  

(B) explain relationships among rights, responsibilities, and duties in societies with 

representative governments.  

 (18) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the influences of science and 

technology on contemporary societies. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify examples of scientific discoveries, technological innovations, and scientists 

and inventors that have shaped the world;  

(B) explain how resources, economic factors, and political decisions affect the use of 

technology; and  

(C) make predictions about future social, political, economic, cultural, and 

environmental impacts that may result from future scientific discoveries and 

technological innovations.  
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113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7, Adopted 2018 

Knowledge and Skills  

(15) Citizenship. The student understands the rights and responsibilities of Texas citizens in a 

democratic society. The student is expected to: 

(B) explain civic responsibilities of Texas citizens and the importance of civic 

participation 

(17) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

democratic society. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of Texas, past and 

present, including Texans who have been president of the United States; and  

(B) identify the contributions of Texas leaders such as Lawrence Sullivan "Sul" Ross, John 

Nance Garner ("Cactus Jack"), James A. Baker III, Henry B. González, Kay Bailey 

Hutchison, Barbara Jordan, Raymond L. Telles, Sam Rayburn, and Raul A. Gonzalez Jr. 
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113.41. United States 113.41 History Studies Since 1877, Adopted 2018.  

Knowledge and Skills 

(2) History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history 

from 1877 to the present. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present and describe their 

defining characteristics 

(9) History. The student understands the impact of the American civil rights movement. The 

student is expected to: 

(C) describe the roles of political organizations that promoted African American, 

Chicano, American Indian, and women's civil rights;  

(D) identify the roles of significant leaders who supported various rights movements, 

including Martin Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Rosa Parks, and Betty 

Friedan; 

(G) describe presidential actions and congressional votes to address minority rights in 

the United States, including desegregation of the armed forces, the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965; 

(I) evaluate changes in the United States that have resulted from the civil rights 

movement, including increased participation of minorities in the political process 

(10) History. The student understands the impact of political, economic, and social factors in 

the U.S. from the 1970s through 1990. The student is expected to: 

(E) describe significant societal issues of this time period such as the War on Drugs and 

the AIDS epidemic. (Environmental movements) 

 (11) History. The student understands the emerging political, economic, and social issues of 

the United States from the 1990s into the 21st century. The student is expected to: 

(B) identify significant social and political issues such as health care, immigration, and 

education from different viewpoints across the political spectrum 
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113.41. United States 113.41 History Studies Since 1877, Continued 

(13) Geography. The student understands the causes and effects of migration and 

immigration on American society. The student is expected to:  

(A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from 

migration within the United States, including western expansion, rural to urban, the 

Great Migration, and the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt; and  

(B) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from 

immigration to the United States. 

(14) Geography. The student understands the relationship between population growth and the 

physical environment. The student is expected to:  

(A) identify the effects of population growth and distribution on the physical 

environment; and  

(B) identify the roles of governmental entities and private citizens in managing the 

environment such as the establishment of the National Park System, the Environmental 

Protection Agency  (EPA), and the Endangered Species Act. 

(18) Government. The student understands changes over time in the role of government. The 

student is expected to:  

(A) evaluate the impact of New Deal legislation on the historical roles of state and 

federal government; 

(B) explain constitutional issues raised by federal government policy changes during 

times of significant events, including World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, 

the 1960s, and September 11, 2000 

(D) describe the role of contemporary government legislation in the private and public 

sectors such as the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977, USA PATRIOT Act of 2001, 

and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

 (19) Government. The student understands the changing relationships among the three 

branches of the federal government. The student is expected to: 

(B) evaluate the impact of relationships among the legislative, executive, and 

judicial branches of government, including Franklin D. Roosevelt's attempt to increase 

the number of U.S. Supreme Court justices and the presidential election of 2000. 
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113.41. United States 113.41 History Studies Since 1877, Continued 

 (23) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

constitutional republic. The student is expected to:  

(A) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social leaders in the United 

States such as Andrew Carnegie, Thurgood Marshall, Billy Graham, Sandra Day 

O'Connor, and Hillary Clinton 

(25) Culture. The student understands how people from various groups contribute to our 

national identity. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain actions taken by people to expand economic opportunities and political 

rights for racial, ethnic, gender, and religious groups in American society; 

(C) explain how the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, gender, and 

religious groups shape American culture; and 

 

(26) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science, 

technology, and the free enterprise system on the economic development of the United States. 

The student is expected to:  

(A) explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations such as 

electric power, telephone and satellite communications, petroleum-based products, 

steel production, and computers on the economic development of the United States; 
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113.44. United States Government, Adopted 2018 

Knowledge and Skills 

(2) History. The student understands the roles played by individuals, political parties, interest 

groups, and the media in the U.S. political system, past and present. The student is expected to:  

(A) describe the processes used by individuals, political parties, interest groups, or the 

media to affect public policy; and  

(B) analyze the impact of political changes brought about by individuals, political parties, 

interest groups, or the media, past and present. 

(6) Government. The student understands the American beliefs and principles reflected in the 

U.S. Constitution and why these are significant. The student is expected to: 

(B) explain how the federal government serves the purposes set forth in the Preamble 

to the U.S. Constitution; 

(F) identify how the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution continue to 

shape American beliefs and principles in the United States today. 

(7) Government. The student understands the structure and functions of the government 

created by the U.S. Constitution. The student is expected to: 

(D) identify the purpose of selected independent executive agencies, including the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), and regulatory commissions, 

including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) 

(F) analyze selected issues raised by judicial activism and judicial restraint 

 (8) Government. The student understands the concept of federalism. The student is expected 

to: 

  (B) categorize government powers as national, state, or shared;  

(C) analyze historical and contemporary conflicts over the respective roles of national 

and state governments; and  

(D) explain how the U.S. Constitution limits the power of national and state 

governments 
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113.44. United States Government, Continued 

 (12) Citizenship. The student understands the rights that are protected and secured by the U.S. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. The student is expected to: 

(B) identify and define the unalienable rights; 

13) Citizenship. The student understands the difference between personal and civic 

responsibilities. The student is expected to:  

(A) describe scenarios where good citizenship may require the subordination of personal 

desire for the sake of the public good 

(14) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of voluntary individual participation 

in the U.S. constitutional republic. The student is expected to:  

(A) analyze the effectiveness of various methods of participation in the political process 

at local, state, and national levels;  

(B) analyze historical and contemporary examples of citizen movements to bring about 

political change or to maintain continuity; and  

(C) describe the factors that influence an individual's political attitudes and actions  

(15) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points 

of view in a constitutional republic. The student is expected to:  

(A) analyze different points of view of political parties and interest groups such as the 

League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the National Rifle Association (NRA), 

and the 

(B) explain the responsibilities, duties, and obligations of citizenship such as being well 

informed about civic affairs, serving in the military, voting, serving on a jury, observing 

the laws, paying taxes, and serving the public good; and 

(16) Culture. The student understands the relationship between government policies and the 

culture of the United States. The student is expected to:  

(A) evaluate a U.S. government policy or court decision that has affected a particular 

racial, ethnic, or religious group such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the U.S. 

Supreme Court cases of Hernandez v. Texas and Grutter v. Bollinger; and  

(B) explain changes in American culture brought about by government policies such as 

voting rights, the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944 (GI Bill of Rights), the 

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 

1986, affirmative action, and racial integration. 
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113.44. United States Government, Continued 

 (17) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the role the government plays 

in developing policies and establishing conditions that influence scientific discoveries and 

technological innovations. The student is expected to: 

(B) identify examples of government-assisted research that, when shared with the 

private sector, have resulted in improved consumer products such as computer and 

communication technologies. 

(18) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of advances 

in science and technology on government. The student is expected to: (A) describe the 

potential impact of recent scientific discoveries and technological innovations on 

government policy; and 
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Doyle, Jack. ά.ǳǊƴ hƴΣ .ƛƎ wƛǾŜǊΧΣέ /uyahoga River Fires, PopHistoryDig.com, May 12, 2014. 

You Tube Video: 

άYƛƭƭŜǊ {ƳƻƎ ƛƴ 5ƻƴƻǊŀΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфпуΦέ ¸ƻǳ ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ мΥпмΣ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нрΣ  
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Lady Bird Johnson Redefines Beauty 

Overview Providing Context to Educator  

Lady Bird is regarded as a major inspiration for the environmental movement that began during 

ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΦ [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƛƴŜŘΦ    

She said while First Lady,  

The environment is where we all meet, where we all have a mutual interest; it is 
 the one thing all of us share. It is not only a mirror of ourselves, but a focusing 
 lens on what we can become. 
τ Speech at Yale University, White House Diary, Oct. 9, 1967. 

For a warm-up activity, ask students to read the quote with a partner and write down their 

interpretation.  

Mrs. Johnson and the President both felt that beautification went hand in hand wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǊ 

ƻƴ tƻǾŜǊǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀrious environmental battles he was waging.  Iƴ Ƙƛǎ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ .ŜŀǳǘȅΣέ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уΣ мфсрΣ 

ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ άǎŀƭǾŀge the beauty and charm of our citiŜǎΦέ [ŀŘȅ 

Bird said in her book, Lady Brid Johnson: A White House Dairy, that combining her husbands 

άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ άƭƛƪŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ ǎƪŜƛƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƻƭτall the 

threads are interwovenτrecreation and pollution and mental health, and the crime rate, and 

rapid transit, and highway beautification, and the war on poverty, and parksτnational, state, 

ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜ ǊƛƎǳŜǳǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ   

Over fifty major initiatives related to conservation and beautification were passed during 

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΦ  President Johnson thanked his wife on July 26, 1968 for her dedication by 

presenting her with 50 pens used to sign these laws. LBJ also gave his wife a plaque that read: 

"To Lady Bird, who has inspired me and millions of Americans to try to preserve our land and 

beautify our nation. With love from Lyndon." 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5Φ/ΦΣ 

believing that beautifying the dilapƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇle to other 

cities across the country. The Johnson White House was the most active administration in 

conservation since the time of Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt, in no small part due to the 

efforts of Mrs. Johnson.   
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The Environment and the άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 

commencement on May 22, 1964, the President called on the government and citizens to renew 

ƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ with nature, reminding those in the audiencŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƛŘŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻƴ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜΣ ōǳǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ 

άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ  !ƭthough racial equality 

and the elimination of poverty were the primary goals of the program, Johnson felt that 

environmentalism, especially where it concerned pollution and degradation of the natural and 

urban environments also should be included in working toward the goals of a better America that 

ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘΦ 

Lady Bird Johnson said,  

ά¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ 

Too often we have sacrificed human values to commercial values under the bright 

guise of progress. And in our unconcern, we have let a crisis gather which threatens 

health and even life itself ... Today, environmental questions are matters for 

architects and layman alike. They are questions, literally, of life and death. Can we 

have a building boom and beauty too? Must progress inevitably mean a shabbier 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΚ aǳǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǇƻƛƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ōƻǳƴǘȅΚ LƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

volume, citizens demand that we turn our building to a sensible, human purpose. 

They are asking, litŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊΦέ τ B.Y. Morrison lecture at the 

American Institute of Architects annual convention in Portland, Oregon. June 26, 

1968 

τ B.Y. Morrison lecture at the American Institute of Architects annual convention in Portland, 

Oregon. June 26, 1968 

Share the above quote with students to give an idea of Lady Bird JohnsonΩs commitment to the 

environmental cause.   
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[ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘΩǎ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ άōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ 

Washington, D.C.  The city was plagued ōȅ άǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƭǳƳǎΦ Lƴ мфспΣ aǊǎΦ 

Johnson formed the Committee for a More Beautiful Capital and in early 1965, with the support 

of wealthy philanthropists, found the Society for a More Beautiful Capital.   

{ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ capital would serve as an example of what could be done through 

combined efforts to create a more attractive cityscape for cƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ   

These endeavors were combined to help local groups clean up and improve their neighborhoods.  

¦ƴŘŜǊ [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ у00,000 daffodils were planted in addition to thousands of 

Japanese Cherry Blossoms donated from Japan.   Beautification was redefined to include 

preservation of local historic buildings, and the rehabilitation of the Potomac and Anacostia 

Rivers.  Numerous parks and recreational areas were improved and developed.   

[.W ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ά ²ƘŜȅ ǘƘŜȅ ώaǊǎΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜϐ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ some neighborhood 

ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴ ŀǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎΧI think their shovelsτtheir shovels dig dep 

into the future of this land because those shovels while digging deep are really changing the lives 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧέ  όwŜƳŀǊƪǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘent at a Reception for the Members of the Citizens 

Advisory Committee on Recreation and Natural Beauty 29 1968) 

Perhaps the biggest initiative, ultimately resulting in legislation, was Lady Bird Johnson and her 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿay beautification program which was intended 

to clean up and upgrade AmŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΣ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΦ Lady Bird 

traveled on numerous highways to and from Texas and Washington, D.C. for decades by the time 

she was First Lady. While some highways were pleasant-looking thoroughfares, others were had 

become heavily commercialized, littered, and cosmetically ugly.  

Lƴ мфсрΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǊǎǘ [ŀŘȅΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

individuals, Cabinet departments, and environmental lobbying groups forced Congress into 

action. The Highway Beautification Act of 1965 was finally passed after much debate over its 

merits and flaws. This legislation sought to limit and control business billboards and promoted 

eliminating or cleaning-up junkyards along major federal highways. The bill also encouraged 

implementing anti-littering and dumping programs in the states along roadways. Lady Bird 

encouraged planting wildflowers and trees on highway borders and medians 
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The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

!ŦǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфт3, Lady Bird continued her involvement in conservation 

issues and the environment. She especially loved native plants and in 1982, along with actress 

Helen Hayes, she established the National Wildflower Research Center in Austin, Texas.  It was 

renamed in her honor in 1997, and is now administered through the University of Texas at Austin. 

The Wildflower Center is ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ aǊǎΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

nature.  She said, άhǳǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ 

ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƴŀǘive plants, from the smallest sprout to the tallest 

ǘǊŜŜΦέ 

My special cause, the one that alerts my interest and quickens the pace of my life, is to preserve 

the wildflowers and native plants that define the regions of our land-to encourage and promote 

their use in appropriate areas and thus help pass on to generations in waiting the quiet joys and 

satisfactions I have known since my childhood. Lady Bird Johsnonτ AARP Convention Speech, 

1992. 

 

 

Schools across America create gardens to teach sustainability, 

nutrition, and provide opportunties for outdoor learning. Below is a 

ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘΩs legacy of 

caring for the environment.  

Resources: 

https://slowfoodusa.org/school-gardens/ 

https://civileats.com/2010/01/19/school-gardens-across-the-nation/ 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/school-gardens 

https://www.sierraclub.org/lay-of-the-land/2017/01/leading-example-baltimore-students-put-work-

their-school-garden 

https://www.nps.gov/whho/planyourvisit/white-house-kitchen-garden.htm 

 

 

 

https://slowfoodusa.org/school-gardens/
https://civileats.com/2010/01/19/school-gardens-across-the-nation/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/school-gardens
https://www.sierraclub.org/lay-of-the-land/2017/01/leading-example-baltimore-students-put-work-their-school-garden
https://www.sierraclub.org/lay-of-the-land/2017/01/leading-example-baltimore-students-put-work-their-school-garden
https://www.nps.gov/whho/planyourvisit/white-house-kitchen-garden.htm
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Activity: Find the connection between [ŀŘȅ .ƛǊŘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

1960s by analyzing the following two sources. Source: Archives at LBJ Library  

Document 1: Japanese government agrees to donate thousands of Cherry Blossoms for planting 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ  
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Document 2: Letter from Secretary of Commerce addressing Air Pollution in New York City. 

Source: Archives at LBJ Library  

 



 
ά/ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥέ ¢ƘŜ Environmental Legacy of                

Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson 1963-1969 

 

63 
 

For Context: The following letters were sent to Mrs. Johnson in early 1965  inviting her to visit a 

housing project in Washington, D.C.  The First Lady hosted plantings and encouraged overall 

άōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘscape and environment of the housing project.  It 

ǿŀǎ aǊǎΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀt inspiring improvements to neighborhoods would benefit those 

living there, as well as the city as a whole. 

Activity: Gallery Walk 

Print out the following sources then post around the room.  

Students analyze each source for 8 min then answer the questions:  

¶ What are your impressions of the letters?   

¶ How do you think the residents really felt about having the First Lady visit?   

¶ Could something like this happen today?  If so, how would it be different?   
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Source 1: Invition to Lady Bird Johsnon  
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Source 2: 
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Source 3:  
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Source 4:  

  


