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Marine Mammal Center, Partner
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
“Marine Mammal Center Rebuild Project”

In operation since 1975, the Marine Mammal Center in is the only facility along the northern California coast that is federally authorized to rescue and rehabilitate marine mammals.  The Center is located on a former Nike missile launch site and represents an exemplary model of re-use and re-utilization of excess military facilities.  
At the end of 2005, the Center began a major renovation project in order to construct a facility that better responds to the medical needs of marine mammal patients, significantly enhances research capabilities, and provides excellent public teaching facilities and exhibits.  The Center was committed to incorporating green building practices into the renovation project, reduce energy, minimize waste, and conserve water.   

Key elements of this project include:

· Forest Stewardship Council certified lumber used in 50% of the Center;

· Concrete contains 5% fly ash, a residue generated from the combustion of coal;

· Recycled content structural steel and wall framing systems (30% to 95% recycled content);

· All project casework fabricated from recycled and/or sustainable materials;

· All furniture manufactured from recycled and/or sustainable materials;

· Low VOC paints and epoxy coatings;

· Building insulation is minimum 10% recycled glass;

· Cement board siding made from recycled paper; 
· Gypsum board with 5% recycled content and 100% recycled paper;

· Acoustic ceiling panels made from seaweed;
· Natural heating and cooling methods including ventilation through operable windows oriented to use prevailing winds, radiant-heated floors, and skylights and windows for natural light;
· Photovoltaic panels are located on animal pen shade structures and buildings;
· Low-flow fixtures and appliances, sink fixtures, dual flush toilets; and
· Natural landscaping methods do not use any water for irrigation.
The Marine Mammal Center’s commitment to environmental sustainability of new construction, renovation, and maintenance should serve as a model for other NPS partners. 
