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Fossils Unit Plan Overview

The following lessons were created to help students come better prepared for a field trip to Colorado National Monument dealing with fossils. The first week of
lesson will give them background information on what type of fossils and information they will be experiencing. The second week of lesson are follow-up
lessons to better enhance their understanding.

Core Standards:
¢ Use evidence to develop a scientific explanation for:
0 What fossils tell us about a prehistoric environment
0 What conclusions can be drawn from similarities between fossil evidence and living organisms
¢ Analyze and interpret data to generate evidence about the prehistoric environment
¢ Evaluate whether reasoning and conclusions about given fossils are supported by evidence
e Use computer simulations to model and recreate past environments for study and entertainment

Week Before The Field Trip

TUESDAY
Fossil Not a Fossil
Students look at fossils (or
pictures cards) to identify
items as fossils or not fossils
and tells why.

WEDNESDAY
Three Types of Fossils
(this is a long lesson with
students creating three
types of fossils and might be
taught over a three day

THURSDAY
Layers of Time?
This is a computer
simulation that deals with
how rock strata helps us
understand fossils.

FRIDAY
Layers of Time? Continued
After learning the computer
simulation from the day
before, the students are
introduced to a card game

MONDAY
Video to build background
information: “Bill Nye The
Science Guy: Fossils”

Lesson

period) that reviews and reinforces
the information gained from
yesterday’s lesson.
Week Two After The Field Trip
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

The Great Fossil Find
(continued)

The Great Fossil Find
(continued)

The Great Fossil Find
(continued)

The Great Fossil Find
This four day is a lesson

What Can We Learn From
Trace Fossils?

Lesson

Using what students learned
and gaining new knowledge,
students create a trackway,
gather information and
hypothesize what
happened.

from Georgia College.
Students create groups and
using fossil evidence identify
what happened and the
animal.

Students create groups and
using fossil evidence identify
what happened and the
animal.

Students create groups and
using fossil evidence identify
what happened and the
animal.

Students create groups and
using fossil evidence identify
what happened and the
animal.




