Bells Across the Land 2015
Teacher’s Resource Packet

Help us write history!
2015 marks the 150th anniversary of the end of the United States Civil War. The
National Park Service will have numerous commemorative events to observe the
end of America’s most costly war, but we need your help! On April 9, 2015 bells will
ring throughout the country in honor of the meeting between Generals Ulysses
Grant and Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. This meeting marked the
beginning of the end of the Civil War, which would eventually restore peace and
unity to the nation.

Students and schools are invited to participate in this event by ringing bells along
with us on the 150th Anniversary of that moment on April 9th. A historic bell will
be rung at Appomattox at 3:00 pm Eastern. Then, with your help, we hope bells will
reverberate across the country starting at 3:15 for four minutes (one for each year
of the war). Share your event by posting it to Facebook or Twitter with

#BellsAcrosstheLand2015. We’ll collect your stories to record how Americans
remembered this important event. Your posts will also help us write a national
story, which you can see at: https://storify.com/Bells2015/bells-across-the-land-2015!

In association with the bell-ringing event, this packet contains suggested lesson plans
on the events at Appomattox in 1865, the legacy of the Civil War, and the historical
significance of bell ringing in the United States.
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Peace at Last: A Nation Reacts to Appomattox
Overview:
On April 9, 1865 Generals Grant and Lee met to discuss the terms of surrender of the Confederate Army
of Northern Virginia. Though this meeting did not officially end the Civil War, it was the beginning of
the end. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was the Confederacy’s most successful army, commanded by
its most capable leader. Perhaps most importantly, this was the army fighting closest to the warring
capitals at Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Virginia. As news spread across the United States,
communities in various places responded in different manners. For the North, this meant that victory
and reunification were on their way. For the South, it meant that four years of conflict had resulted in
failure and the destruction of the Confederate States of America. For both, it meant that a costly and
grueling war was finally coming to an end. In this lesson, students will explore the different ways
newspapers across the country announced the surrender at Appomattox and the varied ways
communities responded to the news.

Goals:
Examine various newspapers headlines to determine how the surrender at Appomattox was
announced to the public
 Explore primary sources
 Illustrate how responses to the news differed in Northern and Southern communities and
hypothesize the reasons for this difference


Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
 Compare and contrast reactions to word of Lee’s surrender in communities in the North and
South
 Analyze primary sources more effectively
 Reflect on the meaning of peace after four years of civil war

Materials:



Copies of primary source materials
Copies of question sheets
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Peace at Last: A Nation Reacts to Appomattox
Directions:
 Introduce the topic by explaining that Appomattox was the last of a series of battles between forces

commanded by Ulysses Grant, and those commanded by Robert E. Lee. Lee surrendered his army to
Grant, meaning that he and his men would not keep fighting. However, this did not end the Civil
War, but it did mean that one of the largest Confederate armies had stopped fighting. This was a
major turning point because the Army of Northern Virginia was the Confederacy’s most successful
army. In the weeks following the surrender at Appomattox, the other Confederate forces surrendered
too.

 Explain that everyone knew that Lee’s surrender was important, and news spread quickly in the

North and the South. Ask students how they think different groups might have reacted to this news.
Introduce the newspaper articles.

 Depending on your grade level, you can explore the following primary sources as a class or in groups.
For younger ages, it might be useful to project the newspaper articles on the board and discuss them
collectively, as some wording may be unfamiliar.

 For older ages, break students into groups of 3-4. Distribute one article per group. Prompt students

to investigate the article and prepare a short summary to share with the class. You can suggest that
they explore questions like,
 Where was this newspaper printed?
 Which side did that state fight on? North or South?
 Do they sound excited about the surrender? Why or why not?
 Do they think the war is over or do they want to keep fighting?
 Why do you think they felt this way?

 Once they have investigated their articles, have each group share their findings with the
class.
 Before finishing the lesson, note that the end of the Civil War did not just mean that peace
was restored. For many on both sides, it was hard to forget the reasons why they were
fighting and move on. Additionally, the war brought great change to the United States,
including the end of slavery. The fight for freedom started with the end of slavery, but it
would continue and continues even today. If your students are old enough, you might discuss
how they think the fight for freedom continues in modern times and ask them to give
examples.
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Alexandria Gazette April 20, 1865
Alexandria, Virginia

6

Augusta Chronicle, April 12 1865
Augusta, Georgia

...

...
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Boston Herald April 10, 1865
Boston, Massachusetts

8

Charleston Courier April 14, 1865
Charleston, South Carolina

9

Daily Constitutionalist April 21, 1865
Augusta, Georgia

10

The Press April 10, 1865
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

11

Jackson Daily Courant April 14, 1865
Jackson, Michigan

12

Western Clarion April 15, 1865
Helena, Arkansas
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Bell Ringing in the United States
The United States borrowed its tradition of
bell ringing from a long history of using
bells for communication in Europe. Church
bells, as well as those located in
government buildings, signaled many
different things to early Americans. They
could be used to signal distress—like the
bell in Lexington, Massachusetts—or for
less unusual things like noting when a
church service was to be held. Bells kept
time and marked special occasions, as the
image below suggests, they even reminded
citizens when it was time to go home.

“Old belfry, Lexington, Massachusetts. From this
belfry was rung out the alarm on the morning of
the 19th of April, 1775, calling the Minute Men to
assemble on the Common”

Perhaps the most famous bell in the United
States, the Liberty Bell, illustrates the many
uses for bells. During the time that it was still
in use, the bell—known as the ‘old bell’—rang to
mark the signing of the Constitution, as well as
the deaths of Ben Franklin, George Washington,
Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson.
Consequently, the sound of bells ringing could
signal both celebration and mourning.
“Curfew must not ring tonight,
or the untold grievance of an
untolled church bell”
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Let Freedom Ring:
The Liberty Bell and the Continued Fight for Freedom
Overview:
From the nation’s founding, to the Civil War, and into the modern era, Americans have
struggled to define the true meaning of freedom. During the Civil War, this question came to a
head when the Union decided to outlaw slavery. However, ending slavery did not settle these
enduring questions regarding the nature of freedom. As evidenced by the Civil Rights
Movement, there was still much work to do when the war ended.
The Liberty Bell is one of the United States’ most well-known symbols of freedom, but this was
not always the case. An examination of the history of the Liberty Bell reveals that ideas about
the meaning of the Bell and what it represents developed along with ideas about the true
meaning of its inscription, “Proclaim Liberty through all the Land.” This lesson uses the Liberty
Bell as a lens through which to understand Americans’ struggle to define freedom and fully
achieve the promise of liberty for all.

Goals:
Examine various primary sources to trace the history of the Liberty Bell as a symbol for
freedom
 Explore the contested meanings of freedom before and after the Civil War
 Trace the development of ideas of freedom and Civil Rights from the nation’s founding to the
Civil Rights Era


Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
 Identify the differences in definitions of freedom before and after the Civil War by answering
questions such as, “Who did freedom apply to before and after the Civil War?”
 Present specific examples of the changing meaning of freedom as displayed by developing
ideas about the Liberty Bell
 Remember a basic history of the Liberty Bell and the ongoing fight for Civil Rights

Materials:
Copies of primary source materials
 Excerpts derived from Teaching with Historic Places Lesson Plan on the Liberty Bell
 Images courtesy the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov)
 Copies of question sheets
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James Silk Buckingham visited Philadelphia around 1840 when the bell’s reputation as a relic
of the American Revolution was beginning to grow.
This bell [the Liberty Bell] though no longer used for general purposes, still occupied the place
in which it was originally hung, and, like the great bell of St. Paul’s in London, used on special
occasions such as the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence and visits of
distinguished visitors such as Lafayette...it will no doubt be preserved as a national treasure.
--James Silk Buckingham, American Historical, Statistic and Descriptive, London, 1841

Envelope sold during the Civil War
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Preparation for the 100th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence led to a resurgence
of interest in the American Revolution and in the Liberty Bell.
This is true, there appears to have been no first jubilee to all the inhabitants on our fiftieth
anniversary--too many millions of our inhabitants were then in slavery--we then could not
fully carry out the text and proclaim liberty to all. But now upon the second fiftieth year we
are able to do so. Cracked and shattered as the bell may be, the base upon which that motto
is cast remains firm and solid, and shaken has our country been with the din of battle and
bloody strife, that principle remains pure and perfect for all time to come and the whole text,
Liberty Jubilee, will be literally carried out in 1876. ‘Liberty can now be proclaimed throu
[sic] all the land to all inhabitants thereof.’
--John Shoemaker, Chairman of the Philadelphia Centennial Committee, in
"The Centennial," Philadelphia, 1873

I believe there is to-day, because
of the war, a broader and deeper
patriotism in all Americans; that
patriotism throbs the heart and
pulses the being as ardently of
the South Carolinian as of the
Massachusetts Puritan; that the
Liberty Bell, even now, as I write,
on its Southern pilgrimage, will
be as reverently received and as
devotedly loved in Atlanta and
Charleston as in Philadelphia
and Boston.
-From Manassas to Appomattox:
Memoirs of the Civil War in
America by James Longstreet

The liberty bell back in its birth-place again now
that it has proclaimed liberty throughout the land
unto all the inhabitants thereof, it is perfectly at
home.
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Civil rights protestors claimed they chose the Liberty Bell as their symbol because of its
association with American freedoms and the struggle for black equality.
On March 12, 1965, twenty-five civil rights demonstrators entered Independence Hall
and began a sit-in around the Liberty Bell. The demonstration was to dramatize the
need to send Federal authorities to Selma, Alabama, to protect the rights of African
Americans.
--"The Liberty Bell: A Special History Study," National Park Service, 1986
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Let Freedom Ring:
Primary Source Investigation Questions
After exploring the primary sources, answer the questions below.

1. Eventually, the Liberty Bell cracked and could no longer be used for “general purposes,” like
marking funerals of presidents or important events. However, James Silk Buckingham’s quote mentions
that the bell remained in its place, though no longer in use. Why do you think people would have
wanted to keep the bell in the bell tower?

2. The Liberty Bell became a symbol for many ideas Americans thought were important. Given the two
pictures on the first page, what do you think Americans thought the bell stood for prior to the Civil War?

3. According to John Shoemaker’s quote, what change occurred in the United States that allowed the
Liberty Bell to truly proclaim liberty for all? What do you think he meant by this?

4. Why do you think Civil Rights protesters, 100 years after the Civil War, decided to use the Liberty Bell
as a symbol for their movement? What do you think they were trying to say?

5. Given the differences in how the Liberty Bell was represented and used over time, how do you think it
represents changing ideas of freedom in the United States?

6. In the 150 years after the Civil War, the United States has continued to fight to live up to the ideals of
freedom, equality, and liberty started by the Founding Fathers. How well do you think we have
accomplished this, and do you think there is anything we still need to do?
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But I want to know more...
Online Resources:
Appomattox Court House National Historical Park Curriculum Resources
http://www.nps.gov/apco/forteachers/curriculummaterials.htm
Interactive Timeline of the Civil War to Civil Rights
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/customcf/timeline.html
The Appomattox Campaign
http://www.nps.gov/apco/appomattox-campaign.htm
The Civil War Trust on Appomattox
http://www.civilwar.org/video/video-the-appomattox.html
http://www.civilwar.org/video/appomattox-the-surrender.html
Lee’s Farewell Address to his Troops
http://www.civilwar.si.edu/appomattox_lee_farewell.html
President Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln2.asp
National Park Service Curriculum on Civil Rights
http://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm?q=civil+rights
Teaching with Historic Places: the Liberty Bell
http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/36liberty/36liberty.htm
Virtual Classroom Exploring the Civil War Experience
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/forteachers

20

