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Checklist of 100 Common and Showy

WILDFLOWERS

Granite spires and monoliths are not the
only things to feast one’s eyes on when
visiting City of Rocks National Reserve
and Castle Rocks State Park. Because
these parks are located in the transition
zone between the Northern Great Basin
and the Snake River Plain, a diversity of
plants may be enjoyed. From March
through October, blossoms and foliage
of all colors beckon visitors to stop for a
closer look. This checklist of 100
common and showy herbaceous
(soft-stemmed) wildflowers provides a
sample of what can be seen while visiting
the parks.

While 498 species of plants are found
here, park managers hope visitors will
never see the weeds, plants that are
introduced, non-native and invasive.

Noxious weeds are extremely aggressive particular species. Scientific names are

and competitive. They can rob native
species of moisture, nutrients and
sunlight. They can also alter the local
ecology and water quality. Weeds are
harmful to animals that are closely
dependent on native plants. Park
employees work diligently to slow the
advance of noxious weeds. Some
species have been successfully
eradicated within park boundaries.

The native plants on this checklist are
arranged alphabetically by families first,
then by their scientific name. Common
names are listed last because a single
plant may have many different names,
depending on the region and language
spoken. Common hames can create
confusion when communicating about a

given in Latin, which is recognized
worldwide. These names are often very
descriptive of the plant. For example,
the species name for Indian Potato ends
with linearifolia, which means
linear-like foliage.

Each plant is listed with its most
common bloom color (some species
may have several colors); earliest and
latest bloom dates are also provided.
Plants found blooming outside these
dates may be reported to the park at:

City of Rocks National Reserve
P.O. Box 169

Almo, ID 83312

(208) 824-5519
Wallace_Keck@nps.partner.gov

Checklist Key

W = White
P =Pink

R =Red

O =O0range

= Yellow

Y

G =Green
B =Blue

L = Lavender or Purple

Br =Brown

1, 2, 3, 4... = Month of the year
A, B, C, D...= Week of the month

Example: 4C-7D = 3" week of April
through the last week of July

Published April 2008; Wallace Keck and Holly Scherbel

Color Date

Color Date

Apiaceae (Carrot Family) Asteraceae (Sunflower Family) continued
____Lomatium triternatum Narrowleaf Lomatium Y | 4C-7D ___Erigeron divergens Spreading Fleabane B | 7A-7B
___Orogenia linearifolia Indian Potato W | 3A-5D ___Erigeron pumilus Low Fleabane L | 5A-5D
Asclepediaceae (Milkweed Family) __Grindelia squarrosa Sawtooth Gumweed Y |7A-11B
___Asclepias speciosa  Showy Milkweed W | 6C-8A ___Helianthus annuus  Common Sunflower Y | 7A-9D
Asteraceae (Sunflower Family) ___Heterotheca villosa Hairy Golden Aster Y |7A-10B
___Achillea millefolium Yarrow W | 5C-9D ___Senecio integerrimus  Columbia Groundsel Y | 5A-6C
___Agoseris glauca Mountain Dandelion Y | 5A-6D ___Senecio multilobatus Lobe-leaf Groundsel Y | 4D-7B
___Agoseris heterophyla Annual Agoseris Y | S5A-6A ___Solidago canadensis Canada Goldenrod Y | 7C-8D
____Antennaria dimorpha Low Pussytoes Y | 4C-4D ___Solidago missouriensis Missouri Goldenrod Y | 6D-7D
___Antennaria microphylla Rose Pussytoes W | 5C-7C ___Solidago sparsiflora Slender Goldenrod Y | 7A-9D
___Arnicasororia Foothills Arnica Y | 5C-7A ___Stenotus acaulis Stemless Goldenweed Y | 5A-6C
___Aster scopulorum Gray Aster L | 5D-6B ___Wyethia amplexicaulis Mule’s Ear Y | 6A-7B
___Balsamorhiza saggittata Arrowleaf Balsamroot Y | 4B-7B Berberidaceae (Barberry Family)

___Balsamorhiza hookeri Hooker Balsamroot Y | S5A-6A ___Berberisrepens Oregon Grape Y | 4A-6A
___Chaenactis douglasii Dusty Maiden W | 5D-7C Boraginaceae (Borage Family)

___ Crepis acuminate Tapertip Hawksbeard Y | 6C-7A ___Cryptantha circumscissa Cryptantha W | 4D-6B




Color

Boraginaceae (Borage Family) continued
___Hackelia patens Spotted Forget-Me-Not

___Lithospermum ruderale Western Stoneseed
___Mertensia oblongifolia Sagebrush Bluebell
Brassicaceae (Mustard Family)
___Arabis holboellii Holboell's Rock Cress
___Erysimum asperum Wallflower
____Schoenocrambe linifolia Plains Mustard
Cactaceae (Cactus Family)

__Opuntia polyacantha Plains Prickly Pear
___Pediocactus simpsonii Simpson Hedgehog Cactus

Caryophyllaceae (Pink Family)
___Stellaria longipes Longstalk Starwort

Crassulaceae (Stonecrop Family)
___Sedum lanceolatum Lanceleaved Sedum

Fabaceae (Pea Family)

___Lupinus argenteus Silver Lupine
___Lupinus leucophyllus  Whiteleaved Lupine
____Thermopsis rhombifolia Yellow Pea

Fumariaceae (Bleeding Heart Family)
___Dicentra uniflora Steershead

Gentianaceae (Gentian Family)
___Frasera speciosa Green Gentian

Geraniaceae (Geranium Family)
___Geranium viscosissimum  Sticky Geranium

Hydrophyllaceae (Waterleaf Family)
___Hesperochiron californicus CA Hesperochiron
___Hydrophyllum capitatum Ballhead Waterleaf
___Phacelia hastata Cordilleran Phacelia
Lamiaceae (Mint Family)

__Mentha arvensis Field Mint

Liliaceae (Lily Family)

___Allium acuminatum Tapertip Onion

___Allium brandegei Brandegee Onion
___Calochortus eurycarpus White Mariposa Lily
___Calochortus nuttallii  Sego Lily

___Fritillaria pudica  Yellow Bells

___lris missouriensis Missouri Iris
___Maianthemum stellatum False Solomon’s Seal
___Veratrum californicum False Hellebore
___Zigadenus paniculatus Foothills Death Camas
___Zigadenus venenosus Meadow Death Camas

Linaceae (Flax Family)
____Linum lewisii Lewis’ Flax

Malvaceae (Mallow Family)
___Sidalcea neomexicana NM Checkermallow

Onagraceae (Evening Primrose Family)
___Oenothera biennis Common Evening Primrose

Orchidaceae (Orchid Family)
___Platanthera dilatata Bog Orchid
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Paeoniaceae (Peony Family)
___Paeonia brownii  Brown’s Peony

Polemoniaceae (Phlox Family)
___Collomia linearis Narrowleaf Collomia
___Gilia aggregata Scarlet Gilia
___Phlox hoodii  Carpet Phlox

___Pnhlox longifolia Longleaf Phlox

___Phlox pulvinata Cushion Phlox
___Polemonium pulcherrimum  Jacob’s Ladder
Polygonaceae (Buckwheat Family)
____Eriogonum heracleoides Whorled Buckwheat
__Polygonum bistortoides Meadow Bistort
Portulacaceae (Purslane Family)
___Claytonia lanceolata Spring Beauty
___Claytonia perfoliata Miner’s Lettuce
___Lewisia pygmaea Least Lewisia

Primulaceae (Primrose Family)
___Dodecatheon pulchellum Shooting Star

Ranunculaceae (Buttercup Family)
___Aqguilegia coerulea Colorado Columbine
___Aqguilegia formosa Western Columbine
___Clematis ligusticifolia Western Virgin's Bower
___Delphinium depauperatum  Slim Larkspur
___Delphinium nuttallianum Nuttall Larkspur
___Ranunculus andersonii  Anderson’s Buttercup

___Ranunculus glabberimus Sagebrush Buttercup

Rosaceae (Rose Family)
___Geum macrophyllum Largeleaf Avens

___Potentilla anserina  Silverweed Cinquefoil
___Potentilla gracilis Showy Cinquefoil

Santalaceae (Sandalwood Family)
____Comandra umbellate Bastard Toadflax

Saxifragaceae (Saxifrage Family)
___Heuchera gubescens Pink Alumroot
___Lithophragma glabrum Fringecup Woodland Star
___Lithophragma parviflorum Sm-fird Woodland Star
___Lithophragma tenellum  Slender Woodland Star
Scrophulariaceae (Figwort Family)

___ Castilleja angustifolia  NW Indian Paintbrush
___ Castilleja flava Yellow Paintbrush
___Collinsia parviflora Blue-eyed Mary

___ Mimulus guttatus  Yellow Monkey Flower
___Penstemon radicosus Matroot Penstemon
___Penstemon rydbergii Rydberg Penstemon

Valerianaceae (Valerian Family)
___Plectritis macrocera Longhorn Plectritis

Violaceae (Violet Family)
___Violaadunca Blue Violet
___Viola nuttallii Yellow Violet

___Viola purpurea Goosefoot Violet
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