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Chaco Culture NHP 
Museum Collection Facility

FACT SHEET
Background
· The collaboration between the National Park Service and the University of New Mexico dates back to the founding of the park in 1907, when UNM owned sections of land within the park boundaries. 
· UNM ran archaeological field schools on their land in Chaco Canyon in the 1930s and ‘40s, producing significant UNM Chaco collections now housed in the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology. A Memorandum of Agreement signed in 1949 deeded UNM land within the park to the NPS. 
· Between 1970 and 1985, UNM and NPS collaborated on the Chaco Project, which conducted surveys and excavations in Chaco Canyon, creating significant NPS Chaco collections.

· By 1987, after 80 years of research, the Chaco Museum Collection had grown to approximately 1.0 million artifacts and archives, and its repositories were inadequate.
· In 1997, Dr. Frank Hibben challenged the NPS to match his contribution of $3 million for the construction of a research and curation facility.
· UNM began construction on the Hibben Center in May 2001, completing the four-floor shell and finishing UNM space in the basement and first floor in 2002.
· In 2004 Congress passed legislation authorizing $4.238 million for tenant improvements, allowing the National Park Service to build space for artifact collections storage, research laboratories, and operations in the UNM Hibben Center. 
· NPS construction began in September 2006. 
· October 12, 2007, NPS Museum Collections facility opens.
Chaco Culture NPS Museum Collection 
· Over 6000 Years of History -- ca. 4000 BCE -  1900 CE

· 1 million archaeological artifacts, including ceramic vessels, projectile points, bone tools, stone tools, painted wood, textiles, ornaments, and bulk collections of sherds, lithics, dating samples, and ecofacts 

· One of the largest, most intact NPS archaeological collection, with well-provenienced artifacts and documentation
· Over 500,000 records documenting 100 years of excavation and research
Hibben Center for Archaeological Research
The Hibben Center, located south of the Anthropology Building on the main University of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque, was completed in June 2002. It contains 37,565 sq ft on four levels. In April 2007, the NPS completed construction of approximately 10,000 sq ft on the second and third floors for its use, under a lease agreement with UNM. This new space contains artifact and archive collection storage, research labs, and support space for the NPS Chaco Collection. 
Project Advantages
· Meets DOI/NPS standards for protection of collections, including security, environmental, and fire controls
· Builds on 100-year partnership to create largest single repository for Chaco Canyon collections
· Facilitates research and education opportunities 

· Improves management efficiency

· Houses multiple Chacoan collections from Chaco Culture NHP, Aztec Ruins NM, Navajo Nation Chaco Protection Sites Program, and UNM
