
 

 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
 
 
 

 FINDING AID  

 
 

PARK HISTORIC PHOTO COLLECTION 
1903-1976  

(bulk dates: 1941-1970) 
 

Prepared by 
TYLER LOVE 

2010 
 

 
 

National Park Service 
 
 

Catalog Number: CHCU 83193 
Accession Number: CHCU-759



CHCU   83193 i 
 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
 

 
Copyright and Restrictions ………………………..……………………………………………ii 
 
History …………………………………………………..……………………………………………….1 
 
Scope and Content ………………………………..………………………………………………...2 
 
Hierarchy …………………………………………………………………………………………..…..4 
 
Series Descriptions ……………………………….……………………………………………….. 5 
 



CHCU   83193 ii 
 
 

 

COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the 
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.  The various 
state privacy acts govern the use of materials that document private individuals, 
groups, and corporations. 
 
Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to 
furnish a reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an 
individual, group, or corporation.  These specified conditions of authorized use 
include: 

• non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or  teaching 
• criticism, commentary, or news reporting 
• as a NPS preservation or security copy 
• as a research copy for deposit in another institution 

  
If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," the user 
may be personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. This 
institution's permission to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital, or other copy of 
a document doesn't indicate permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, 
distribute, or prepare derivative works from this document without first obtaining 
permission from the copyright holder and from any private individual, group, or 
corporation shown or otherwise recorded. 
 
Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, 
sell, or otherwise distribute the item must be obtained by the user separately in 
writing from the holder of the original copyright (or if the creator is dead from 
his/her heirs) as well as from any individual(s), groups, or corporations whose name, 
image, recorded words, or private information (e.g., employment information) may 
be reproduced in the source material.  The holder of the original copyright isn't 
necessarily the National Park Service.  The National Park Service is not legally liable 
for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement when materials are wrongfully used 
after being provided to researchers for "fair use." 
 
This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of 
the order is judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity 
law. 
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HISTORY 
 
 
The Historic Photograph Files were constructed over time by park staff, and most of 
the photographs appear to have been taken by park staff. The range of topics include 
Visitor Center museum exhibits, park biology, park infrastructure, natural and 
manmade disasters (flooding, the fall of Threatening Rock, road washouts, pipeline 
breaks, vehicular accidents), erosion control efforts, park archaeology, NPS Visitor 
Center and residence construction, and New Mexico images. 
 
At some point, this collection of historic photographs was moved from the Visitor 
Center to the Collection Storage Building in the park for eventual inclusion in the 
museum collection. In 2002, Joyce Raab, Archivist, and Dave Six, Volunteer 
Photographer, moved the collection from small metal drawer cabinets to filing 
cabinets with card sized drawers. They determined the original order to be the 
Photograph Filing System for Region Three of the National Park Service, dated 
February 1958.  As originally devised, this filing system was envisioned with all 
negatives, filed numerically, kept in the Region Three Office. In addition, print file 
cards were also to be stored at the Region Three Office and filed according to 
numerical classification codes based on subject, as determined by the Dewey decimal 
filing system. However, many superintendents preferred to retain negatives and print 
file cards of their areas in their own files. It is unknown if Coll 0018/001 was ever 
stored in the regional office. By the time it made its way to the museum collection, it 
had been housed at the park for a significant period of time. 
 
A copy of the NPS Region Three Photograph Filing System, with the Subject Class 
Numbers used by the NPS, is filed in the accession folder. The numbers used by the 
NPS differ somewhat from the modern Dewey Decimal System numbers.  
 
It appears that negative numbers were assigned first, and then the images were 
assigned Classification Codes based on the Dewey decimal system, then sorted by the 
codes and then by negative number. In most cases, the creator eliminated the print 
file card by pasting a print on the back of the negative envelope. 
 
Cataloging and data entry notes: For this collection, the NPS Subject Classification 
Number is recorded in the Associated Materials field as a number than can be sorted. 
The Physical Description field is used to record the location where the image was 
taken (i.e., Visitor Center, Pueblo Bonito) and the "purpose" of the image, if that 
information is available. The Physical Characteristics field contains information, if 
known, about whether or not there is a Safety Negative and where the photocard, if 
any, is housed. The Summary Notes field tallies the different formats of the image. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
 

PARK HISTORIC PHOTO COLLECTION 
1903-1976  

 
 
CATALOG NUMBER 
 

CHCU   83193 
 

VOLUME 
 

[Count]301[Extent] [Type of Unit]EA 
 

DESCRIPTION Contains prints in a wide variety of sizes and conditions. 
In the case of the Historic Photograph Files, 4 x 5" prints 
were often cropped, then pasted onto NPS negative 
envelopes or photocards. 
 
Negative envelope contains both the negative and any 
additional prints of the image.  There are also print file 
cards interspersed in this collection, but for the most part 
they do not have Chaco negative numbers. These may 
have come from the Regional Office or the Southwest 
Archaeological Center. There are no negatives for these 
images. 

 
A small portion of the collection includes pre-1950s 
negatives, presumed to be nitrates. These were examined 
by a photograph conservator, Sarah Wagner, during the 
NPS Cold Storage Initiative packing project in March 
2008, and were deemed stable enough to be filed with the 
other negatives and put in cold storage. 

 
Images are cataloged at the item level and scanned at 150 
dpi. 

 
8X10 prints of some images are housed in a photo album 
in negative number order. 
  
 

ORGANIZATION [ORGANIZATION] Organized into the following series that 
have been identified as the major categories of images in this 
collection; For data management purposes, the 
Classification Code will be entered in the Associated 
Material field for each item record: 
Series .001:  069 Museum Science Images 
Series .002:  300 Social & Economic Images 
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Series .003:  500-550 Earth Science Images 
Series .004:  571 Archaeology Images 
Series .005:  580-599 Biology Images 
Series .006:  600-700 Engineering & Architecture Images  
Series .007:  900 History of New Mexico Images  
Series .008:  Miscellaneous Images by Year. This last series 
was added at the end of the collection by the users, but 
Classification Codes were never assigned. 
[ARRANGEMENT] The original order remains the 
structural arrangement of this collection. Negatives have 
been removed and stored in the Negative Collection, in 
negative number order. Prints, print file cards, and 
negative envelopes with affixed prints remain filed first 
by the numerical Classification Codes and then by the 
negative number, and stored in photo cabinets. 
 
 

PROVENANCE Chaco Canyon National Monument 
 

RESTRICTIONS NO 
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HIERARCHY 
 
 
 

SERIES I:  069 Museum Science Images, 1921-1976 (bulk dates: 1947-1968) 
 
SERIES II:  300 Social & Economic Images, 1900-1974 (bulk dates: 1941-1970) 
 
SERIES III:  500-560 Earth Science Images, 1908-1974 (bulk dates: 1940-1960) 
 
SERIES IV:  571 Archaeology Images, 1900-1974 (bulk dates: 1940-1973) 
 
SERIES V:  580-599 Biology Images, 1945-1974 (bulk dates: 1955-1966) 
 
SERIES VI:  600-700 Engineering/Architecture Images, 1900-1969 (bulk dates: 

1933-1966) 
 
SERIES VII:  900 History of New Mexico Images, 1898-1968 (bulk dates: 1898-

1958) 
 
SERIES VIII:  Miscellaneous Images by Years, 1929-1975 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Series I: 069 Museum Science Images, 1921-1976 (bulk dates: 1947-1968) 
 
Extent: 542 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains exterior and interior views of the museum exhibit at Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park.  Approximately one-half of the images document museum 
collections on display between 1950 and 1973.  Other images document museum 
equipment, furnishings, and cases utilized for exhibits, dioramas of ethnological, 
architectural, and mechanical models utilized to recreate the life of the inhabitants of 
Chaco Canyon, and pre-renovation views of the Visitor Center before 1973. 
 
In addition, this series includes photographs of proposed nature trails, campfire talks, 
and wayside exhibits.  Most of the pictures in this series are have very brief captions. 
There are only a few original negatives. Corresponding negatives and additional 
information may be available from the Western Archeological and Conservation 
Center (WACC), but it is unknown if these images were ever stored in the regional 
office. 
 

Series II: 300 Social & Economic Images, 1900-1974 (bulk dates: 1941-1970) 
 
Extent: 263 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains an assortment of topics, including images of vandalism, fire 
protection, trading posts, calamities and disasters, Indian schools, and official 
ceremonies. 
 
Images of particular interest include "Long House" or the old Wetherill trading post, 
Threatening Rock after the fall, flood damage in Chaco Canyon in 1954, images of 
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various accidents involving NPS people and vehicles, images of storm damages in 
various years including flooded wells and crossings and structural damage to NPS 
infrastructure, fire damage in a structure in 1971, images of school children in 
Crownpoint, and a picture of Neil Judd at the 1959 Visitor Center dedication. 
 
Most of these images have negatives; only a few appear to be SWAC/WACC prints. 
 

Series III: 500-560 Earth Science Images, 1908-1974 (bulk dates: 1940-1960) 
 
Extent: 866 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains images of sampling for archaeomag dating, jetty sedimentation, the 
Chaco Wash, erosion of Bc 362, collapse of structures in Mockingbird Canyon in 1958, 
arroyo cutting, planting for erosion control, before and after rains/flooding in the 
1940s-1950s, Chetro Ketl outlet channels, soil piping, soil & moisture conservation 
projects, stabilized stream banks, aerial photos of boundary fence locations, Soil & 
Moisture record photos of Chaco Wash and Chaco Wash in flood, water storage 
tanks, park snowfall. 
 

Series IV: 571 Archaeology Images, 1900-1974 (bulk dates: 1940-1973) 
 
Extent: 2319 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains images of archaeological work in Chaco Canyon. In some instances, 
resource record photographs from excavations were moved to this collection; thus, 
some of these images are primary documentation for field work. Included in this 
subseries are images of all types of artifacts, prehistoric architecture, and physical 
anthropology. Images include salvage excavations at Bc 58, 59, 236, 192 (Lizard House), 
362, 395, 288 (Gallo Cliff Dwelling), and Chetro Ketl (1947-1948); images of Chaco 
Project excavations at 29SJ 627, 628, 724 and 1360; images of prehistoric roads and 
water control features (including an image of the Jackson Stairway in the snow); 
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images of animal burials at Pueblo del Arroyo; images of petroglyphs taken in 1973-
1974; images of pithouses eroding out of the Chaco wash; images of greathouses 
(Pueblo Bonito, Chetro Ketl, Penasco Blanco, Hungo Pavi, Casa Chiquita, Casa 
Rinconada, Kin Nahasbas, Pueblo Pintado, Kin Bineola, Kin Kletso, Kin Klizhin, 
Wijiji, Kin Ya'a, New & Old Alto, Bis sa'ani, and Aztec Ruins). Also included are 
images of artifacts, many with no site information. 
 
There are prints from early expeditions, including Pepper in the early 1900s; Tozzer 
and Morley in 1908; Earl Jackson, George Grant, Margaret Woods, Louis Caywood, 
Henry Peabody, and Albert Schroder in the 1920s-1930s. These prints are pasted on 
photocards. 
 
NPS photographers include Zorro Bradley, Bill Bromberg, George Buckingham, 
David Haskell, Homer Hastings, Jim Maxon, Lloyd Pierson, Lynn Robbins, Ted 
Sowers, Gordon Vivian, Charles Voll, and R. Young. 
 

Series V: 580-599 Biology Images, 1945-1974 (bulk dates: 1955-1966) 
 
Extent: 91 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains images of flora and fauna in Chaco Canyon. Included are images of 
loggerhead shrikes, hawks, pallid bats, rattlesnakes, bull snakes, badgers, coyotes, 
ground squirrels, and skunks. Also in this series is an image of a cornfield at Tesuque 
Pueblo, images of junipers, greasewood, and cottonwoods, and images of DDT 
helicopter spraying along the Chaco Wash in 1962. 
 

Series VI: 600-700 Engineering/Architecture Images, 1900-1969 (bulk dates: 
1933-1966) 

 
Extent: 1963 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
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Scope: Contains images of the Wetherill coal mine, park bridges, roads, culverts, 
parking lots (including the oiling of VC parking lot), diversion dams, channel and 
wash realignment, revetments, wells; 651.53 includes personnel photos; 691 includes 
preservation/stabilization of Chetro Ketl, Pueblo Bonito, and Pueblo del Arroyo as 
well as plantings for erosion control (some Pueblo Bonito photos are attributed to 
Pinckley). 700 includes hazard inspection report photos; 718 includes photos of 
monuments and brass cap section markers, Fajada Butte area, completion report 
photos for construction of residences, utility buildings, and the Visitor Center; 725.1 
includes photos of UNM facilities and their removal, the historic building at Pueblo 
del Arroyo prior to removal in 1960. Other images include 1950 ranger quarters, 1958 
completion report photos for the new Visitor Center, 1967 photos of an accident 
involving a vehicle and a residential garage, trailer condition photos, campground pit 
toilets, installation of water tanks & pumps, and water & fuel lines, leach field piping, 
Gallo campground in 1950s-60s, fences, and signs. 
 

Series VII: 900 History of New Mexico Images, 1898-1968 (bulk dates: 
1898-1958) 

 
Extent: 166 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
 
PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED NUMERICALLY BY 
CLASSIFICATION CODE, THEN BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO 
CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains images of maps, publicity shots of park sites, and Native American 
material culture and architecture. Most of the ethnographic images are of Navajo 
people and hogans. Includes copies of images from Gwinn Vivian's MA thesis on 
Chacra Mesa. There are a few images of Jicarilla Apache people and baskets, Ute 
basketry, Navajo ovens, Navajo and Tesuque cornfields, the coffin for Mrs. Padillo, 
1934 photos of CWA camp near Kletso, Isleta Pueblo, drawings & maps for exhibits. 
 
Many of the ethnographic images are copies of G. H. Pepper's photos from the late 
1890s. 
 

Series VIII: Miscellaneous Images by Years, 1929-1975 
 
Extent: 253 
 
Arrangement: NEGATIVES ARRANGED BY NEGATIVE NUMBER IN 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION. 
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PHOTOCARDS/PHOTOGRAPHS ARRANGED BY YEAR, THEN BY 
NEGATIVE NUMBER IN PHOTO CABINETS. 
 
Scope: Contains images added to the collection, but not incorporated into it. None of 
the images were assigned classification codes. These images are arranged by year, 
from 1929 to 1975, and then by negative number within the year: 
 
1929-1933: includes photos of Pueblo Bonito, Chetro Ketl, Casa Rinconada, Penasco 
Blanco, and Kin Kletso 
1941: Unidentified photos 
1972: includes images of Navajo personnel (James & Henry Yazzie, Richard Largo, 
George Beyale, Geraldine Norberto) and a series of photos of the channel banks 
encroaching on Pueblo del Arroyo 
1962: includes boundary study photos 
1973-1974: includes interpretation division shots of features and artifacts from sites, 
and copies of NGS lantern slide images 
1975: includes photos of drawings and artifacts and sites relating to Chaco archaeology 
for interpretive/illustrative purposes, and a photo of Neil Judd and the NGS group 
with William H. Jackson 
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