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Shiloh: Driving the Vandals from Our Soil 

 
Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia: In commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Shiloh, 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park invites the public to attend a special program 

located at Tour Stop #3 (Poe Road) in Chickamauga Battlefield. Join a Park Ranger on Saturday, April 

7, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. for a 45 minute program to discuss many of the hardships and struggles soldiers 

faced as they clashed on battlefields across the nation. 

 

Farmers, carpenters, teachers, merchants and a host of others flocked to join Union and Confederate 

armies during the first months of the Civil War. Although a year had passed, many of these same 

soldiers had not yet “seen the elephant” (a term for participating in battle). However, on April 6-7, 

1862, these soldiers were finally given the chance to prove themselves as they battled each other at 

Shiloh Church in Tennessee. One Confederate even stated that a great victory was needed in order to 

stop the Union army’s thrust into the South and to “drive the vandals from our soil.” However, that 

soldier encountered the same problem and the same hope over a year later at Chickamauga. What 

personal experiences can help shed light on a soldier’s willingness to continue fighting after 23,000 

became casualties in the first great battle of the Civil War? Learn about this and more by attending this 

special program.    

 

For more information about programs at Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, 

contact the Chickamauga Battlefield Visitor Center at (706) 866-9241, the Lookout Mountain 

Battlefield Visitor Center at (423) 821-7786, or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/chch. 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 

395 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create 

close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
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