
CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
Public Use Policy 

Exhibitions 
 
 
PURPOSE 
The exhibition areas at Chamizal National Memorial strive to bring visual art to the border 
community that is diverse in both subject matter and media. Priority emphasis in selecting and 
scheduling exhibitions will be given to those which enhance visitor understanding of the purpose 
and themes of the Memorial (see Interpretive Statement Guidelines).  
 
Chamizal National Memorial is a federal installation; therefore, all art must be suitable for a 
general audience of all ages. Representations of overt politically charged statements, nudity, 
profanity, violence, or drug usage will not be accepted for exhibition. The National Park Service 
reserves the right to refuse to exhibit any artwork. 
 
DESCRIPTION 
There are three exhibit areas within the Memorial: the Abrazos Gallery in the Visitor Center 
Building, the Borderland Gallery also located in the Visitor Center Building, and Los Paisanos 
Gallery in the Administrative Building. All of these areas are temperature controlled. Lighting 
systems are designed to heighten all presentations. 
 
Los Paisanos Gallery  
Los Paisanos Gallery is located in the west wing of the Chamizal National Memorial 
administrative building. The gallery is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm, 
and 10:00 am until 5:00 pm by requesting access from a park ranger at the visitor center 
information desk. The gallery may also be opened during evening events if staffing is available 
to supervise the building and the exhibit.  
 
The gallery offers 1,500 square feet of floor space and over 3,000 square feet of wall space. 
Within the 3,000 square feet are 720 square feet of movable panels to allow flexibility to 
multiple visual art forms. Multiple floor and wall outlets are also available. A high ceiling 
structural format allows for the display of large pieces, where applicable. Pedestals of various 
sizes are available for sculpture and/or other objects. 
 
Abrazos Gallery 
The Abrazos Gallery offers 528 square feet of floor space and 87 feet of wall space for hanging 
artwork. Pedestals of various sizes are available for presenting cultural and/or other objects on 
the floor. The gallery is open Tuesday-Saturday from 10:00 am until 5:00 pm and during 
scheduled evening theater events. 
 
Borderland Gallery 
The Borderland Gallery lends itself to small exhibits which can utilize the nearly 16 feet of wall 
space for hanging artwork. This viewing space is accessible to visitors Tuesday-Saturday from 
10:00 am until 5:00 pm and during scheduled evening theater events. 
 



APPLICANT PROCESS 
Those interested in the possible selection of their body of work should prepare and submit a 
representative digital or slide presentation of work, a written vitae, and application proposal to 
the Chief of Interpretation, Education, and the Arts. These materials will not be returned. 
 
Gallery planning is done on a continual basis, up to two years in advance. Exhibitions are 
scheduled for up to a twelve-week period. Applicants will be advised of availability status upon 
receipt of their application. 
 
Scheduling details and conditions will be discussed in depth for each exhibition at least six 
weeks in advance of the planned exhibit. These discussions will include the exhibitor (or primary 
contact), the Chief of Interpretation, Education, and the Arts and the Superintendent, depending 
on availability.  
 
EXHIBITORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
• Exhibitors must complete and sign an Exhibition Agreement which lists a description of each 

work identifying media, size, and title. Exhibitor must also submit biographical information 
and six color slides (or high quality digital files of at least 300 dpi) that are representative of 
the work. Images must be individually identified with descriptive information that pertains to 
the content. Slides must be labeled “front” and “back.” Images will not be returned. 

• When the Exhibitor signs the Exhibition Agreement, permission is granted to the National 
Park Service to distribute images to local electronic and print media for promotional 
purposes. It is imperative for Exhibitors to meet the established submission guidelines to 
benefit from optimum promotional opportunities. A National Park Service press release will 
be issued on each exhibition. Written information submitted by the Exhibitor may be 
included in the press release. 

• Exhibition pieces must be delivered in a ready-to-display condition. Delivery and removal 
times will be scheduled in advance and it is the Exhibitors’ responsibility to adhere to these 
established times. These established deadlines are critical because storage space is not 
available at the Memorial. Exhibitors must sign an Exhibition Removal Contract before 
exhibit pieces are accepted. 

• Exhibitor(s) are required to submit a written price list that correlates to the tiles of their work 
to be displayed. The Memorial will finalize these lists and make them available to park 
visitors. 

• Exhibitors can expect a professional presentation of their work to park visitors. Exhibitors 
may offer suggestions in the hanging and presentation of their artwork, but it is the 
responsibility of the staff to make final decisions regarding methods, mechanics, and logistics 
of arranging and presenting all exhibitions. All lighting will de designed and maintained by 
the staff. 

• Parking is permitted in the regular visitor parking areas, west of the government building 
complex. Parking is not allowed behind the buildings except during the Exhibitors’ loading 
and unloading process. 

• Unpacking artwork is only permitted in an assigned, designated area. Exhibitors must take 
special precaution when unpacking exhibit pieces from crates so the floor is protected in the 
process. Exhibitors will be billed for floor repair costs resulting from damage. Crates, or 
other similar containers, will not be stored at the Memorial. 



• Exhibitions will not be interrupted by Exhibitors’ unplanned removal or exchange of art 
during the display period. The National Park Service holds this discretion which may be 
exercised before and/or during exhibitions. 

• Exhibitors must provide a written description that interprets each piece of work submitted. 
The purpose of this is to give park visitors an interpretation of what the artist was attempting 
to convey. 

 
EXHIBITORS’ OPTIONS 
• Exhibitors may hang their own exhibitions using the gallery’s hanging system and materials 

if they are comfortable with their expertise level in doing so. Park staff will assist in 
performing the hanging or mounting of the displays, and will always have final approval of 
the overall quality with which pieces are to be displayed.  

• Exhibitors are encouraged to issue their own press releases and/or generate any other 
appropriate publicity. All sponsor or exhibitor generated statements will need to be reviewed 
by Memorial staff prior to release.  

• Exhibitors are given the opportunity to have an artist reception. This must be open to the 
public and announced as such. If the service of food and beverage is desired, exhibitors are 
solely responsible for all catering arrangements and costs. Caterers must meet Texas 
regulations and all food items served must meet Public Health Service standards. Food and 
beverage will be permitted in the gallery unless otherwise requested by exhibitor(s) and/or 
Memorial staff. Please see the “Artist Reception-Food Service” section of this document for 
further guidance.  

• Although the serving of alcohol is discouraged, requests to do so are reviewed on a case by 
case basis by the Park Superintendent. If permitted, additional restrictions and state 
guidelines will apply. Please see the “Artist Reception–Alcohol Service” section of this 
document for further guidance.   

• All entertainment selections will be the responsibility of the Exhibitors and subject to the 
approval of the Chief of Interpretation, Education, and the Arts. 

• The National Park Service encourages Exhibitors to conduct an oral presentation of their 
work at exhibition openings to Memorial visitors. This presentation may include explaining 
the meaning of the work, identifying the purpose of the work, illustrating how the work 
serves as a symbol that coincides with the Memorial’s mission, and any other pertinent 
information that the Exhibitor would wish to share with the audience. 

 
SALES (60% artist, 40% Chamizal) 
In a partnership with Western National Parks Association (WNPA), a 40% commission will be 
charged for all exhibition sales. Please price your artwork accordingly. This source of funding 
directly supports exhibition and education programs at the Memorial. 
• If artwork images (300 dpi images) are received at least 8 weeks prior to the opening, 

Memorial staff will design and print 500 color 4”x6” postcard announcements. Postcards will 
be distributed as follows: the Memorial mails 100, displays 100 for public access, and then 
gives Exhibitors 300 for their personal announcement use. The Memorial does not guarantee 
to generate postcards for the exhibit if images are not received at least 8 weeks prior to the 
opening date. If Exhibitors desire additional quantities of announcements, they may directly 
pay the selected printer. 



• Artwork sales will be handled through the WNPA bookstore. Sales tax will be collected at 
the time of sale.  

• Exhibitors will receive payment in full, less 40% commission, within 30 days of the 
exhibition closing date.  

• WNPA will report artist payments that exceed IRS annual allowances at the end of each 
calendar year. 

• Artwork purchasers are responsible for pick up and may do so at the conclusion of each 
respective show from the Chief of Interpretation, Education, and the Arts. 

• If no sales are made, no commission will be charged. 
 
CANCELLATION NOTICE 
If a cancellation is necessary, Exhibitors must notify the Chief of Interpretation, Education, and 
Arts in writing at least 90 days prior to the scheduled exhibition. 
 
EXHIBITION REMOVAL CONTRACT 
If Exhibitors do not remove exhibition pieces from the Memorial within 24 hours after the 
scheduled removal date, pursuant to 36 C.F.R. 2.22, exhibited pieces will be impounded by the 
National Park Service. Impounded pieces shall be deemed abandoned property unless claimed by 
the owner or an authorized representative thereof within 60 days. All impounded pieces will be 
stored in a National Park Service warehouse that is not climate-controlled. The National Park 
Service is not responsible for any damage to exhibited pieces that may occur as a result of 
transport to and from storage in the warehouse. 
 
SECURITY 
Exhibitors are encouraged to carry their own insurance policies for coverage of theft, damage, or 
loss. The National Park Service does not assume liability for theft, loss, or damage to any work 
of art. Reasonable security is provided by the National Park Service. Doors to the west wing and 
to the Los Paisanos Gallery are kept locked when the wing is not staffed; visitors must request 
access for viewing the exhibit on weekend days; the only exterior door to the Los Paisanos 
Gallery is locked at all times, and sounds an audible alarm if opened. Uniformed staff members 
are on duty 24 hours a day, 365 days a year on park grounds.  
 



Interpretive Statement Guidelines 
 

 
Our Mission 
Chamizal National Memorial is looking for area artists whose work not only reflects the history 
and/or landscape of our border region, but also ties directly to the Memorial’s mission of 
commemorating the amicable resolution of a long-standing border dispute between the U.S. and 
Mexico. We strive to provide park visitors with ample opportunities to make meaningful 
connections to the park’s resources and history through the use of interpretive and educational 
programs as well as through the visual and performing arts.  
 
If your work is chosen for exhibition it will need to convey, in some aspect, the Memorial’s 
mission or story.  Visitors should be able to make a meaningful connection to the Memorial 
through your work. Our goal is to have visitors walk away from your exhibit understanding a 
little more about our park, our mission, and why we were established. No visitor should walk 
away with an attitude of “so what?”  
 
Mission Statement 
“The Chamizal National Memorial commemorates a unique instance of a peaceful resolution to 
a long-standing boundary dispute between the United States and Mexico. Through our 
interpretive messages, we increase visitor awareness to continually value cooperation, 
diplomacy and cultural values as a basic means of conflict resolution.”  
 
Enabling Legislation 
“The Chamizal National Memorial shall commemorate the harmonious settlement of the 
longstanding boundary dispute between the United States and Mexico concerning the Chamizal, 
an area of land situated to the north of the Rio Grande in the El Paso, Ciudad Juarez region.” 
(Approved June 30, 1966) 
 
For every exhibition, we require each of the following:  
 
Artist Statement 

This is your general summary statement. It tells the visitor a little about you, your work, the 
medium you use, and the overall thinking behind the exhibition. It sets the time, the place, 
and the reasoning behind your work. Your statement should not exceed more than one typed 
page, and can include a personal picture if you wish.  
 
In writing your artist statement, consider the following questions: 
• What do people find most interesting about my kind of work? 
• Which achievements am I most proud of?  
• What life lessons have I learned because of art, my work, etc.?  
• Are there humorous stories I can share about my work? 
• How would friends describe me and my work?  
• Why did I choose the medium(s) that I use? 

 



One example comes from a local watercolorist who explained that she uses watercolor 
because of her cat. When she began painting years ago her cat liked to “help.” Because of the 
difficulty in washing acrylic paint from the cat’s paws she switched to watercolors – and 
stayed with it.  

 
Interpretive Theme for your exhibit  

Chamizal National Memorial was established to commemorate a historical event - the 
peaceful settlement of a long-standing boundary dispute between the  
U. S. and Mexico. One of the ways the Memorial celebrates and remembers the peaceful 
treaty is by serving as a cultural center. The park has evolved into a place where people from 
different backgrounds can some together to share common interests such as history, visual 
arts, music, and dance. This exchange of cultural understanding preserves the sentiments that 
made the treaty a reality.  
 
In deciding the interpretive theme/title for your exhibit, consider the following questions: 
• How could my work help the Memorial further its mission? 
• How could viewers better understand the Memorial’s story through my work? 
• How does my work reflect or educate about the cultures of the El Paso/Ciudad Juarez 

borderland area? 
 

Your exhibit needs one overall theme or title that visitors can easily connect to our park’s 
mission and story. Interpretive themes in the past have ranged from a few words to a 
paragraph. Your interpretive theme sets the mood for the exhibit and lets visitors know what 
to expect. 
 

Narrative Statements for each work of art 
In addition to an interpretive theme for the exhibit, each work should have a short narrative 
statement. The narrative statement is a brief explanation of the art piece and allows the visitor 
to understand more about the artist, the work, why it was created, and the artist’s personal 
thoughts behind their art. This is where you can add any interesting facts about the piece that 
you think people will enjoy reading.  
 
Experience has shown that our visitors do take the time to read each of these so please write 
them carefully. Each of your narrative statements should support the overall theme of the 
exhibit. 
 
Describing your work on a personal level offers the visitor more opportunity to form 
meaningful connections to your work, and to the Memorial through your work.   
 
Narrative statements may include any or all of the following: 
• Title of work 
• Medium 
• Size 
• Location of work or photograph 
• Your personal thoughts on any aspect of the creating the work 

 



 
Prior to your exhibition 

• Please provide the park with your statements and theme via email or computer disk at 
least four (4) weeks prior to your exhibition.  

• When dropping off your work, make sure it is clearly marked and/or labeled so that 
narrative statements can be matched with art pieces when we hang the exhibit.  

   
If you should have questions or need additional information, please call the Chief of 
Interpretation, Education, and the Arts at 915-532-7273 ext. 124. 
 
We hope that you’ll join Chamizal National Memorial in helping us fulfill our mission.  



 
Chamizal National Memorial 

800 South San Marcial Street 
El Paso. TX 79905 

(915) 532-7273 
(915) 532-7240 fax  

 
EXHIBITION AGREEMENT 

 
 

Exhibitor:                                                                                            
  

(INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP) please print 

 

Address:                                                                                             
 
                                                                                         
 
Phone:    (      )                   Fax:   (     )                             E-Mail:      
 
Gallery Space:                                                                                           
 
Exhibition Title: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Exhibition Dates:                                                                                           
 
Artist Reception Date & Time:                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Deadline Dates:    

1. High quality digital images (300 dpi) for exhibition due by            
2. Informational/biographical text and signed written release due by       
3. Art work ready-to-hang and/or display delivered to Chamizal on                by            am/pm. 
4. Electronic copy of artwork text (including name of piece, size/media used/price, and artist comments) to be 

emailed to Chamizal no later than _________by ________am/pm.  
5. Upon completion of the exhibition, art work is to be picked up on                by            am/pm. 

  
 

Title/Item 
 

Artist 
 

Size 
 

Media 
 

Retail 
Price  

1. 
Separate sheet providing this 
information to be attached prior 
to final Exhibition Agreement. 
 

    

2.     

 
 



1. Chamizal National Memorial accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to the above listed items beyond 
standard measures. 

2. All work is to be delivered to the Memorial as scheduled and is to arrive suitable for hanging or displaying. 
3. Work may not be taken from the exhibition before the agreed upon removal date. 
4. Chamizal National Memorial reserves the right to reject/remove work that falls outside of the scope of the 

Memorial's mission. 
5. Chamizal National Memorial reserves the right to reject/remove work not appropriate for a general 

audience.  
6. At the conclusion of the exhibition, all work is to be picked up by the artist at an agreed upon date and time. 
7. The artist is expected to meet all deadlines noted on page one of this document and is responsible for 

adhering to all applicable elements on the Chamizal National Memorial Exhibition Policy.  
8. Exhibition may be canceled by either party upon prior notice.  
9. The following Exhibitor Signature recognizes receipt of Exhibition Policies and acceptance of terms therein. 
10. The following Exhibitor Signature authorizes the Memorial to use all submitted digital images for 

promotional and educational materials on behalf of the exhibitor. 
11. The Memorial reserves the right to change exhibition space and art placement as needed to accommodate 

official NPS business. 
12. All food and beverage items served during the artist reception must be supplied by the artist and requires a 

Special Park Use permit.   
13. The serving of alcohol during an artist reception requires a Special Park Use permit and must be approved 

in advance by the Park Superintendent. Approval or denial will be done in accordance with the law. Please 
see the “Artist Reception–Alcohol Service” section of this document for further guidance.   
 

 
 
                 
Exhibitor       NPS Representative 
 

 

               
Date       Date 
 
 
       



Authorization Form 
CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

 
I authorize that any/all photographs and slides I provide may be utilized by 
Chamizal National Memorial to promote the exhibition via print and electronic 
publications and flyers.   
 
I understand that any/all of the images included in the above may be incorporated 
in education materials and programs developed by Memorial staff.  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Exhibitor Signature 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Organization/Group Represented (if applicable) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Date 
 



Exhibition Removal Contract 
CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

 
 
All exhibition pieces must be delivered to Chamizal National Memorial in a ready-to-
display condition.  Delivery and removal times will be scheduled in advance and it is 
the exhibitors’ responsibility to adhere to these established times.  These established 
deadlines are critical because storage space is not available at the Memorial.   
 
If the exhibitors do not remove exhibition pieces from the Memorial within 24 hours 
after the scheduled pick up date and time, pursuant to 36 C.F.R. 2.22, exhibited pieces 
will be impounded by the National Park Service.  Impounded pieces shall be deemed to 
be abandoned property unless claimed by the owner or an authorized representative 
thereof within 60 days. Abandoned property will be disposed in accordance with 
standard National Park Service policy and procedures. 
 
Please be aware that all impounded pieces will be stored in a National Park Service 
warehouse that is not climate-controlled.  The National Park Service is not responsible 
for any damage to exhibited works that occurs as a result of transport to and storage in 
the warehouse. 
 
 
Exhibit Title:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Removal Date:  _____________________________    

Removal Time:   _____________________________ 

 
Exhibitor: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
    
 
NPS Representative: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
 



Artist Reception - Food Service 
CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

 
 
Chamizal National Memorial is committed to protecting the public at all events taking 
place within the park’s boundaries. This includes both artist receptions and gallery 
exhibitions.  
  
Serving food and beverage items to the public at an artist reception brings both legal 
and sanitary responsibilities.  While the service of food is solely the decision and 
responsibility of the exhibitor, the National Park Service must guarantee that both local 
and state public health and food safety requirements are met.   
 
In order to serve food to the general public at Chamizal National Memorial you must 
agree to adhere to the following: 
 
1. All food service items are prepared in a health department approved kitchen.  
 
Acceptable:  

• Professionally catered foods 
• Hors d’oeuvre trays from commercial kitchens such as Albertsons, Costco, 

Sam’s Club, etc.  
• Commercially prepackaged foods and drinks 

 
Not acceptable:  

• Home-made foods (taquitos, tamales, etc.)  
• Street vendor foods. 

 
2. Meat trays and other perishable food items purchased at commercial locations (such 
as Sam’s Club) must be served within 4 hours of purchase. You will be requested to 
provide a sales receipt with time/date stamp as proof.  
 
3. Caterers must meet Texas regulations and all food items served must meet Public 
Health Service standards. You are responsible for providing the NPS with a copy of the 
caterer’s current Texas food license at least two weeks before your reception.  
 
4.  Drink items may not be stored or served in glass containers.  
 
5.  Food preparation while onsite will be conducted in a safe and hygienic manner. The 
use of disposable gloves is required.  



 
6.  Cleanup and disposal of unused food and drink items will be the responsibility of the 
exhibitor to remove at the end of the reception.  
 
7.  The service of alcoholic beverages is not permitted except through written 
permission of the Park Superintendent. See Artist Reception - Alcohol Service section.  
 
 
I agree to follow each of the above mentioned requirements for food service during my 
exhibition. I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that all food and drink 
items served during my reception are safe and approved for public consumption. I will 
provide the NPS with copies of all necessary documents (sales receipts, caterer’s 
license) at least two weeks prior to my reception.  
 
 
 
 
Exhibitor        Date 
 
 
 
 



Artist Reception - Alcohol Service 
Request for Use of Alcoholic Beverages 

 
The Chamizal National Memorial Superintendent’s Compendium prohibits the possession 
or use of alcoholic beverages in government buildings. This by the authority of Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations Section 1.5 “Closures and public use limits”  Only as a 
condition of an approved special use permit, upon this written request by the permittee, 
will the Superintendent consider an exemption to the regulation. 
 
Please complete the following and submit with the required “Special Use Permit 
Application” (NPS 10-930): 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
(1) Location where alcohol is to be consumed: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 (2) Date and time when alcohol is to be consumed: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(3) Purpose of the function at which alcohol is to be consumed: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) Measures employed to ensure compliance with applicable laws, such as the 
prohibition against underage drinking, driving under the influence, and public 
intoxication. Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission “TABC” regulations apply to 
professional sellers/servers: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(5) Certification of compliance with any applicable restrictions governing the 
consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages, including a description of such 
restrictions: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 


	Exhibitions

