
Pop-Up Book Building Instructions 

Materials for Each Book 
• Printed pop-up book pages (8) 

• Scissors or cutting board 

• Glue stick 

• Liquid school glue 

• 4.25 inch cardstock squares (4) 

• Tape  

• 24 inch length of string, yarn, or 
ribbon 

Procedure 
1. Using cardstock or construction paper, measure and cut out 4 squares that are 4-¼ inch on all 

sides. Put these aside for later. Alternately, you can use two squares of cardboard the same 
size wrapped in gift-wrapping or origami paper.  

2. Square each sheet of copied worksheets by folding diagonally from top right 
(numbered corner) to bottom left and cutting off the leftover piece across the 
bottom of the triangle or by simply cutting along the dashed line.  

3. Unfold the paper. You should have a square with a crease (diagonal line) going 
from the top left corner to the bottom right. Bend the paper along the same 
crease in the opposite direction and open again with text face up. 

4. Fold the paper “hamburger” style (in half from top to bottom). Press this crease. 
While the sheet is still folded, fold paper “taco” style (in half from side to side). Press this 
crease.  

5. Unfold the paper. It should now have three creases: one diagonal, vertical, and horizontal. 
6. Unfold the paper and turn the sheet over so that printed text lies flat on the table away from 

you.  
7. You should see four squares made by the creases. Two of the quarters have diagonal lines 

and two do not. Fold along the diagonal crease so that the two plain squares face each other 
with the text in between.  

8. Take one pointed end of the triangle and push toward the center, folding it in along the crease 
and tucking it in between the two plain boxes. Repeat with the opposite pointed end. You 
should end up with the plain side of two quarters facing out while the text and other two 
quarters are tucked inside. Repeat steps 2-7 for each sheet of paper. 

9. To attach the pages to each other, use the folded or closed corner of each square along with 
the page numbers to stack each square in order and facing the same direction. Use a glue 
stick to paste each square to the next to connect the pages in the stack.  

10. Create a title for the book on one square of cardstock. Write the “author’s” name on another. 
Using a wet glue (glue sticks do not work well), paste one of the remaining blank cardstock 
squares to the top of the stack of pages, and the other to the bottom.  



11. Cut a piece of string/yarn/ribbon measuring at least 24 inches. Fold the string in half creating 
a loop. Align the loop with the closed corner of the book pages, leaving enough space to 
create a handle for carrying. Run the string diagonally across the top and bottom cardstock 
covers, with the ends extending beyond the open corner of the book. Use a little tape to hold 
in place.  

12. Apply glue to the title cover and glue it to the top of the book, covering a portion of the 
string. Repeat in the back with the “author” cover. Now you should have a book with a loop 
for carrying at the top left corner and a tie to close it at the bottom right. 

13. When you open the book, the pages will pop open one-by-one giving you sheets for drawing, 
poems and everything else you will need for learning about Chamizal National Memorial 
before and during your visit.   


