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National Park Service News Release


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – JUNE 6, 2012
CONTACTS NAME:   ERIC CAMPBELL (540) 868-9176 


Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park Announces 
Special “History at Sunset” Programs 


MIDDLETOWN, VA ----- Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park is pleased to announce a series of special “History at Sunset” programs.  These ranger-conducted presentations cover a variety of subjects and provide visitors an opportunity to see sites not normally open, or widely accessible, to the general public.  Explore and learn about some of the “hidden gems” of the park.  Each program is free and lasts between 60 to 90 minutes.

June 15, 7:00 p.m.
“A Bad Place for a Fight” Exploring the Civil War Entrenchments at Cedar Creek
Some of the most pristine Civil War entrenchments that survive in the Shenandoah Valley are located on the bluffs above Cedar Creek.  Preserved by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation, these field works are among the most extensive examples of fortifications constructed during the war.  Join Park Ranger Jonathan Steplyk for a special walking tour along this trench line and learn not only how these works were constructed and what role they played in the battle, but also the evolving nature of fortifications throughout the Civil War.  Meet at the parking lot of the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation (8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA).  Visitors will then car-pool to another site closer to the entrenchments.  A mile long walk over moderate terrain is required.  Good walking shoes or boots and water are highly recommended.

June 22, 7:00 p.m.
The Valley Pike: Thoroughfare to Frontier, Prosperity and War
One of the most critical features in the settlement and economic growth of the Shenandoah Valley was the existence and improvement of the principal road that ran along its length.  Known successively as the Great Warrior Path, the Great Wagon Road, and the Valley Pike, this thoroughfare played a critical role throughout the entire history of the Valley, and of numerous campaigns during the four years of the Civil War.  Join Park Ranger Shannon Moeck as she explains the evolution of this road and its impact on history.  Meet at the Wayside Inn (7783 Main Street, Middletown, VA).   This program will visit several locations around the park, and thus will involve a car caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle). 
    
June 29, 7:00 p.m.
“Recorded in Scriptured Stone” The 8th Vermont Monument at Cedar Creek
Visit one of the few monuments located on the battlefield and learn the story of the New England regiment it memorializes.  Located on private property, this monument is normally not open to the public.  Meet Park Ranger Eric Campbell at the National Park Service Contact Station in Middletown (Middletown Courts, 7718 ½ Main Street).  Visitors will then car-pool to another site closer to the monument’s location.  A short walk over moderate terrain is required.  Good walking shoes or boots are recommended.

July 6, 7:00 p.m.
 The William Dinges Farm (Rienzi Knoll) at Cedar Creek
Known variously as the William H. Dinges Farm, Ripple Farm or Rienzi Knoll, this historic property witnessed one of the most dramatic episodes of the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864);  the arrival of Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan following his non-stop ride from Winchester.   Finding his army broken and demoralized, Sheridan rallied his troops and launched a devastating counterattack that afternoon which “snatched victory from the jaws of defeat,” turning Cedar Creek into a stunning Union triumph.  Yet the farm, recently preserved through the efforts of the Civil War Trust, traces its history back to the colonial era of the Shenandoah Valley.  Join Ranger Eric Campbell for a special program that will allow the general public access to this property for the first time and explore its history, from the settlement of the Valley through the Civil War.  Meet at the National Park Service Contact Station in Middletown (Middletown Courts, 7718 ½ Main Street).  Visitors will then car-pool to the site.

July 13, 7:00 p.m. 
The Running Fight on the Valley Pike  May 24, 1862 was a disastrous day for Maj. Gen. Nathaniel Banks.  After learning about the Confederate attack on Front Royal, Banks ordered a quick retreat down the Valley Pike from Strasburg towards Winchester.  Meet Ranger Shannon Moeck at the Wayside Inn (7783 Main Street, Middletown, VA) for a tour that examines how Maj. Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s army converged on Banks’ retreating columns in a three-pronged assault along the Valley Turnpike and Winchester.  These assaults caused much havoc on the Valley Turnpike as well as some devastating Union casualties in Middletown and Newtown (modern-day Stephens City).  This program will visit several locations, and thus will involve a car caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle).     

July 20, 7:00 p.m.
The Tragic Deaths of Stephen Ramseur and Charles Lowell: Examples of a Generation Lost
The Civil War was the deadliest in American history, costing the country over 625,000 lives.  It particularly devastated a generation of young men, in their 20s and 30s, both North and South.  This program examines the lives of two such men who fought at Cedar Creek and the impacts their deaths had on their families and communities.   Meet Park Ranger Shannon Moeck at the main parking lot at Belle Grove (336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA).  This program will visit several locations around the park, and thus will involve a car caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle).     

July 27, 7:00 p.m. 
In the Path of War: The Historic Daniel Stickley Farm at Cedar Creek
Located along the banks of Cedar Creek and the roadbed of the original Valley Pike, this substantial brick house witnessed many historic incidents throughout the history of the Shenandoah Valley.  Join Ranger Jonathan Steplyk for a special program that will allow the general public access to this “hidden gem” for the first time and explore its history, from early settlement of the Valley through the Battle of Cedar Creek.  Meet at the parking lot of the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation (8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA).  Visitors will then car-pool to site.
August 3, 7:00 p.m. 

“Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign: An Overview
This year marks the 150th anniversary of Maj. Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley campaign, considered by some to be one of the most brilliant military operations ever conducted.  This program provides an overview of this ten week campaign, in which Jackson, heavily outnumbered by three Union armies, marched his troops hundreds of miles and won a series of victories that ultimately prevented nearly 50,000 Northern soldiers from joining the Union offensive against Richmond and provided the beleaguered Confederacy a much need boost in morale.In this midst of this campaign was the majestic plantation of Belle Grove, which witnessed numerous military operations and occupations throughout the Civil War.  Join Ranger Jonathan Steplyk as he explains Jackson’s Valley Campaign and Belle Grove’s involvement in it.  Meet at the front lawn of Belle Grove (336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA).

August 10, 7:00 p.m.
The Historic Long Meadow Farm    
One of the earliest homes constructed in the Middletown area was “Long Meadow,” built along the banks of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River by Joist Hite, and his son Isaac, in the late 1730s.  Although later replaced by a substantial brick house in the 1830s, this farm’s rich history is connected to the Valley’s earliest settlement, the “Age of Grain” and Belle Grove, through the Civil War.  Confederate troops marched past the home’s front door during the pre-dawn hours of October 19, 1864 before their surprise attack which opened the Battle of Cedar Creek.  The Hite Family cemetery is also located on this property.  Join Ranger Kyle Rothemich for a special program that provides the general public access to this privately owned property and explores another “hidden gem” of Cedar Creek and Belle Grove NHP.  Meet at the main parking lot at Belle Grove (336  Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA).  Visitors will then car pool to the site.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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