2014 Programs - 1864 in the Valley
“The World on Fire": The Shenandoah Valley in 1864	
Events, Tours, and Programs Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War in the Valley in 1864 
In 1864, the Civil War returned to the Shenandoah Valley with a vengeance
From the first major clash at New Market on May 15, to the final dramatic battle at Cedar Creek on October 19, the Valley saw almost constant combat. But the year also saw a new level of systematic destruction of the agricultural resources of the Valley during the Burning, and increasingly bitter partisan and irregular warfare.
The stories of 1864 in the Valley are some of the most famed of the Civil War, from the charge of the VMI cadets at New Market, the burning of VMI itself, and Jubal Early’s audacious drive down the Valley to the gates of Washington – to the “Basin of Hell” at Third Winchester, the horror as the Valley’s civilians saw their world set on fire, and Philip Sheridan’s dramatic ride to turn the tide at Cedar Creek.
By the end of the year, the war in the Valley – and the world – had changed forever. Union victories in the Shenandoah had played a critical role in Abraham Lincoln’s reelection, the rich farmlands of the Valley had been devastated, and Confederate control of the Shenandoah was at an end.
In 2014, sites throughout the Shenandoah Valley will commemorate the 150th anniversary of that year with a series of engaging and enlightening programs that will allow you to walk in history’s footsteps, at the actual battlefields and sites where the pivotal events took place. Make your plans now to be part of this series of events. Scheduled programs include:
March 8, 2014 - Sesquicentennial Conference: “May God Forgive Me for the Order": The War Returns to the Valley, 1864 (Virginia Museum of the Civil War, New Market)

May 15, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour (Director’s Tour) – The Battle of New Market (New Market)

May 16-18, 2014 - Reenactment of the Battle of New Market (Virginia Museum of the Civil War, New Market)

May 31, 2014 - "The Road to Piedmont and Hunter’s Raid” (Port Republic Museum)
June 5, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” self-guided Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Piedmont (Augusta County)

June 7, 2014 - Battle of Piedmont Tour (Augusta County)

June 7, 2014 - Grand Caverns Heritage Day: “Soldier and Civilian Life in 1864” (Grottoes)

June 14, 2014 - Civil War Kids Camp (Cross Keys)

July 18, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Cool Spring (Clarke County)

July 18-20, 2014 - Second Kernstown 150th Anniversary Programs (Pritchard-Grim Farm, Winchester)

July 19, 2014 - Tour: From Cool Spring to Second Kernstown (presented by KBA)

July 20, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Rutherford’s Farm (Winchester) (tentative)

July 24, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Second Battle of Kernstown (Winchester)

August 2, 2014 - Sesquicentennial Conference: "Is the World Being Set on Fire?": Sheridan's Shenandoah Campaign and the Burning (Lord Fairfax Community College, Middletown)

August 13, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Tour – Mosby’s Wagon Train Raid

August 16, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Guard Hill (Front Royal)

September 3, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Berryville (Berryville)

Sept. 11-14, 2014 - Thunder in the Valley: Cavalry Ride & Reenactment of McClausland’s Resistance and Hunter’s 1864 Virginia Raid (Augusta and Rockbridge Counties)

September 19, 2014 - “Real Time” Battlefield Tour – Third Winchester

September 19, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Third Battle of Winchester (Winchester)

September 19, 2014 - “Eyewitness to History”: Third Winchester – evening program

September 20, 2014 - Third Winchester: Self-Guided Tours

September 20, 2014 - Kids Camp at Third Winchester

September 20, 2014 - Living History Programs: The Third Battle of Winchester (Winchester)

September 20, 2014 - Battle Recreation: “That Basin of Hell” – The Middle Field (Winchester)

September 20, 2014 - Commemorative Program: Third Winchester and Sheridan’s Shenandoah Campaign (Third Winchester Battlefield, Winchester)

September 22, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Fisher’s Hill (Fisher’s Hill)

September 24, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Milford

September 27, 2014 - “The Fall of Gibraltar”: The Battle of Fisher’s Hill – seminar and tour by Jonathan A. Noyalas (Middletown and Fisher’s Hill)

September 27, 2014 - Living History: The Battle of Fisher’s Hill

October 3, 2014 - “The Meigs Incident” (Dayton)

October 4, 2014 - Programs on “The Burning”
October 9, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Tom’s Brook (Tom’s Brook)

October 11, 2014 - Living History: Battle of Tom’s Brook (Tom’s Brook)

October 13, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Skirmish at Hupp’s Hill (Strasburg) (tentative)

October 17, 2014 - Tour of Signal Knob

October 18-19, 2014 - Reenactment of the Battle of Cedar Creek (Middletown)

October 19, 2014 - “Real Time” Battlefield Tour – Cedar Creek

October 19, 2014 - “150 Years Ago…On This Day” Battlefield Tour – The Battle of Cedar Creek (Middletown)

October 20, 2014 - Ramseur’s Monument Program at Belle Grove (Middletown)

October 24-26, 2014 - Sheridan’s Field Hospital: Living History, Talks, and Tours (Winchester)
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