[bookmark: _GoBack]Cedar Creek and Belle Grove NHP
Park Advisory Commission

June 18, 2015

Shared Graphic Identity
· Final color option presented for comments

Summer Operations
· Visitor Contact Station at 7 days a week, 9 – 4:30
· Ranger programs now offered 7 days a week
· Belle Grove up and running
· Rangers have been busy planning the summer season of programming (see calendar and program hand out)
· Also involved in a variety of events 
· Fisher’s Hill reunion picnic event (August 1)
· ATC biennial conference in Winchester (July)
· National Trust conference (November)
· Planning new and different ranger programs – History at Sunset’s will explore Winchester’s cemeteries, emancipation in the post-war Valley, Middletown during the Civil War, The Belle Grove Plantation complex “Looking Beyond the Big House”, Star Fort in Winchester
· Trying out a night sky event in September with the Shenandoah Astronomical Society on SVBF property (September)
· Battlefield series on Saturdays will explore a different aspect of the battlefield

Trails
· Working individually with partner groups to implement pilot projects
· SHEN trail crew & PATC work on National Trust trail
· Thoburn


Slavery Interpretation Workshop
· April 2 – 3, 9-5 at Lord Fairfax Community College
· Had 40 participants from almost all of our partner organizations
· Discussed the reasons why the topic of slavery is so difficult to discuss, break down the topic, how best to discuss it, interpretive techniques to integrate slavery into all aspects of the park, and use Belle Grove as a case study to try out our new skills
· was led by Kristin Gallas from the Tracing Center
· Already integrating great information and interpretive techniques into programs
· Have been brainstorming next steps, including future exhibit at Belle Grove, ranger programs on Reconstruction and emancipation, etc.

Appomattox – Bells Across the Land
· Appomattox Courthouse anniversary on April 9
· Bells Across the Land – way to commemorate event and symbolic end of the war
· Asked communities across the nation to ring bells at 3:15pm ET on April 9 for 4 minutes
· Close to 400 Communities from 45 states and DC participated including 64 educational institutions, 60 national park units. These are just the ones who recorded their events online through social media – could be hundreds of others that participated.
· Woodstock courthouse, Lutheran Church in Strasburg, New Market (SVBF), Old Courthouse in Winchester, Warren County Courthouse
· CEBE event at Belle Grove. Great bell ringing event
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