Background Information
The name Capulin means chokecherry in Spanish. This volcano is part of the Raton-Clayton Volcanic Field.  Capulin Volcano erupted between 56,000 and 62,000 years ago, resulting in the formation of a cinder cone.  As it erupted, Capulin shot up fountains of molten rock into the air.  Spatter, cinders and bombs were deposited near the vent to form the cone. The latter stages of the eruption occurred at the flank of the cone, rafting a piece of the cone away from the base and forming the Boca area. Continued eruptions in this area produced lava lakes, tubes, and cascades; a spatter cone; and flows that formed levees. The four lava flows that cover 16 square miles around the cinder cone were produced from these eruptions in the Boca area. 

Capulin’s volcanic rock is primarily basalt. Capulin’s basaltic lava’s natural color is black. Because it contains iron, it sometimes appears red as the iron oxidizes (rusts). Because of this iron content, Capulin’s scoriaceous lava will not float in water the way pumice sometimes will. If it is filled with holes, Capulin’s volcanic rock is called scoria or described as vesicular basalt.  

Lava is described using Hawaiian words: p ā hoehoe is smoother, ropy looking and Aā is more blocky or jagged. Usually, if found at Capulin, p ā hoehoe is nearer to the vent while Aā is more often found distant from the vent at the ends of the flow. 

