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This amazing beam of light only appears once a year for a very short time!

Join a ranger for a rare opportunity to photograph the annual “Shaft of Light” inside the natural entrance at Carlsbad Caverns National Park. For this phenomenon to occur, the late afternoon sun has to be positioned in alignment with the natural opening of the cave.  With all factors perfect, a beam of light shines through the moist cave air, directly down to the cave floor.  You can only see this rare occurrence during the yearly Summer Solstice.
On June 21 – 25, from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.
We will take you, camera and tripod in hand, to the spot where you can get the best photographs of this awe-inspiring beam of light. Space is limited to ten participants each night. You may purchase your $10 ticket on the day of the event, at the ticket counter inside the park’s visitor center. 
The descent and ascent in and out of the cavern is steep, about 20% grade for about ½ mile. This tour is not recommended for people with physical limitations.  We strongly recommend comfortable shoes with good tread for this hike. Walkers, wheelchairs and wheeled photography equipment will not be allowed.  Plain bottled water is also highly recommended.
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