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Assessment of Planning and Data Needs
Once the park purpose, significance statements, and fundamental resources and values 
have been identified, it is important to consider what additional information, data, and 
planning efforts are needed to help the National Park Service preserve and enhance these 
key resources and values. The planning and data needs assessment includes four primary 
elements:

1.	 analysis of fundamental resources and values
2.	 analysis of other important resources and values
3.	 identification of parkwide issues that need to be addressed by future planning efforts

4.	 identification and prioritization of data and planning needs
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