Water Line Archeology Project

Hi! My name is John Cornelison. | am an archeologist from the National Park
Service Southeast Archeological Center.

Today | am at Castillo de San Marcos because we are replacing a water line.

Archeologists have to come in to investigate these water lines, or any other
construction activity that takes place within the fort, because this fort contains a
wealth of archeological information.

Only a portion of the information we know about the fort came from written
records. Another portion came from the archeological records.

I’ll be examining the soil, looking for artifacts related to the fort’s construction, as
the water line is put in.

Come join me.

The Excavations

This morning, the water line is passing through the Covered Way wall. The
Covered Way wall is a Coquina wall that was built around 1740. This wall provided
protection for the soldiers in times of battle.

We wanted to answer a few questions as the line was going through.

We found out that the wall is over ten feet deep and does not have a footer on
the bottom of it. Without this footer, the wall will continue to lean inward.

We also found out that over three feet of soil has been added to the surface in
the last fifty to seventy-five years.

Another thing we found was the original surface from the 1740 construction.



We found a few artifacts, but we were able to complete the project on time.

| brought in my friend Carl Halbirt, who is the city archeologist for Saint
Augustine, to help because, after all, archeology is a collaborate process.

Thank you for coming.



