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This charter is for the purpose offonnally acknowledging the S1. Augustine's 450th 

Commemoration Commission as an entity within the U.S. Department of the Interior, established to 
carry out functions authorized and specifically assigned to the Commission by section 7404 of the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of2009. The Commission is subject to administrative 
requirements applicable to other functional units of the Department of the Interior, except as may be 
otherwise stipulated in section 7404 of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 and 
indicated in other sections of this charter. 

1. 	 Authorization. The S1. Augustine 450th Commemoration Commission (hereinafter referred 
to as the Commission) is a Federal operating commission established by 
Public Law 111-11, section 7404 ofthe Omnibus Public Land Management Act of2009, 
March 30, 2009 (hereinafter referred to as the Act). 

2. 	 Purpose and Duties. The Commission was established to: 

a. 	 Plan, develop, and carry out programs and activities appropriate to commemorate the 
450th anniversary of the founding ofthe city ofS1. Augustine, Florida; 

b. 	 Facilitate S1. Augustine related activities throughout the United States; 

c. 	 Encourage civic, patriotic, historical, educational, artistic, religious, economic, and 
other organizations throughout the United States to organize and participate in 
anniversary activities to expand the understanding and appreciation ofthe 
significance ofthe founding and continuing history ofS1. Augustine; 

d. 	 Provide technical assistance to states, localities, and non-profit organizations to 
further the commemoration; 

e. 	 Coordinate and facilitate for the public: scholarly research on, publication about, and 
interpretation of, S1. Augustine; 

f. 	 Ensure that the 450th anniversary of St. Augustine provides a lasting legacy and long­
term public benefit by assisting in the development ofappropriate program and 
facilities; 

g. 	 Help ensure that the observances ofthe foundation ofS1. Augustine are inclusive and 
appropriately recognize the experience and heritage ofall individuals present when 
S1. Augustine was founded; 
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h. Prepare a strategic plan for the activities ofthe Commission; and 

i. 	 Complete and submit to Congress, not later than September 30,2015, afmal report 
that contains: 

(1) a summary ofthe activities ofthe Commission; 

(2) a final accounting of funds received and expended by the Commission; and 

(3) findings and recommendations of the Commission. 

3. 	 Powers. The Commission may: 

a. 	 Solicit, accept, use, and dispose ofgifts, bequests, or devises ofmoney or other 
property for aiding or facilitating the work ofthe Commission. The Commission 
may not purchase real property; 

b. 	 Appoint such advisory committees as the Commission determines to be necessary to 
carry out its duties and responsibilities as defined in the Act and in conformance with 
the by-laws of the Commission; 

c. 	 Authorize any member or employee ofthe Commission to take any action that the 
Commission is authorized to take under the Act; 

d. 	 Procure supplies, services, and property, and make or enter into contracts, leases, or 
other legal agreements, to carry out the duties and responsibilities ofthe Commission 
as determined by the Act. Any contracts, leases or other legal agreements made or 
entered into by the Commission may not extend beyond December 31, 2015; 

e. 	 Use the United States mail in the same manner and under the same conditions as 
other Federal agencies; 

f. 	 Provide grants in amounts not to exceed $20,000 each to communities and nonprofit 
organizations to develop programs to assist in the commemoration; 

g. 	 Provide grants to research and scholarly organizations to research, publish, or 
distribute information relating to the early history of S1. Augustine; and 

h. 	 Provide technical assistance to states, localities, and nonprofit organizations to 
further the commemoration. 

4. 	 Membership. 

a 	 The Commission will consist of 14 members appointed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, as follows: 
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(1) 	 Three members recommended by the St. Augustine Commission; 

(2) 	 Three members recommended by the Governor of Florida; 

(3) 	 One member who will be an employee of the National Park Service having 
experience relevant to the historical resources relating to the city of St. 
Augustine and commemoration; 

(4) 	 One member recommended by the Mayor of S1. Augustine; 

(5) 	 One member recommended by the Chancellor ofthe University System of 
Florida; 

(6) 	 Five members recommended by Members of Congress who are residents of 
the State ofFlorida and have an interest in, support for, and expertise 
appropriate to, the commemoration. 

b. 	 Members will be appointed for the life of the Commission. A vacancy on the 
Commission will be filled in the same manner in which the original appointment was 
made. Any member appointed to fill a vacancy will serve for the remainder of the 
term for which the predecessor of the member was appointed. 

c. 	 A Member appointed to the Commission as the Mayor of S1. Augustine, or as an 
employee of the National Park Service, or an employee of the State University 
System ofFlorida, who ceases to hold such position, may continue to serve on the 
Commission for not longer than the 30-day period beginning on the date on which 
that member ceases to hold the position. 

5. 	 Administration. 

a 	 The Commission will meet at the call ofthe Chairperson of the Commission or the 
majority of the members, but no more than three times annually. 

b. 	 Not later than 30 days after the date on which all members of the Commission have 
been appointed the Commission will hold its initial meeting. 

c. 	 A majority of the voting members shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser number 
may hold meetings. 

d. 	 Commission members will serve without compensation, except for Federal 
employees who will continue to receive pay for employment as an officer or 
employee of the Federal government. 

e. 	 The Commission will act only on an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of 
the Commission. 
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f. 	 The Commission will elect the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson ofthe 
Commission on an annual basis. 

g. 	 The Vice Chairperson will serve as the Chairperson in the absence ofthe 
Chairperson. 

h. 	 Commission members will be reimbursed for travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu ofsubsistence, at rates authorized for an employee ofan agency under 
subchapter I ofchapter 57 of Title 5, United States Code, while away from the home 
or regular place ofduties ofthe member in the performance ofCommission duties. 

i. 	 The Commission will comply with all applicable Federal statutes and regulations 
governing the use ofappropriated funds, with the National Park Service providing 
appropriate oversight and direction as needed. 

J. 	 The Commission will prepare a budget detailing how its funds will be utilized, and 
institute a system ofaccounting and management controls which adequately 
safeguards its funds. The Commission's expenses will not exceed the amount 
appropriated by Congress for the Commission's purposes, plus donations that it may 
obtain from other private or public entities. 

k. 	 All activities undertaken by the Commission and its staffwill be consistent with the 
laws, regulations, guidelines, policies, and practices applicable to the Department of 
the Interior, except where the Act allows exception. The National Park Service will 
provide oversight and direction as needed. 

1. 	 The Commission will transfer all documents and materials of the Commission to the 
National Archives or another appropriate Federal entity not later than December 31, 
2015. 

J. 	 The Commission is appropriated $500,000 for each fiscal year through 2015, and 
shall remain available through December 31, 2015. 

6. 	 Personnel and Services. 

a 	 The Chairperson of the Commission, may, without regard to civil service laws 
(including regulations) nominate an executive director to enable the Commission to 
perform its duties. 

b. 	 Employment ofan executive director will be subject to confirmation by the 
Commission. 

c. 	 The Chairperson of the Commission may fix the compensation ofthe Executive 
Director and staff of the Commission without regard to the provisions ofChapter 51 
and subchapter ITI ofchapter 53 of Title 5, United States Code, relating to 
classification ofpositions and General Schedule pay rates. 
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d. 	 The rate of pay for the Executive Director and other personnel shall not exceed the 
rate payable for Level V of the Executive Schedule under Section 5316 ofTitle 5, 
United States Code. 

e. 	 The Commission may request, from the head ofany Federal agency, personnel ofthe 
agency, on a reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis, to be detailed to assist the 
Commission in carrying out its duties. The detail of an employee will be without 
interruption or loss ofcivil service status or privilege. 

f. 	 The Commission may accept the services ofpersonnel detailed from State ofFlorida, 
and may reimburse the State ofFlorida for services of detailed personnel. 

g. 	 Notwithstanding section 1342 ofTitle 31, United States Code, the Commission may 
accept and use voluntary and uncompensated services as the Commission determines 
to be necessary. 

h. 	 The Chairperson ofthe Commission may procure temporary and intermittent 
services in accordance with section 3109(b) ofTitle 5, United States Code, at rates 
for individuals that do not exceed the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay 
prescribed for level V of the Executive Schedule under section 5316 ofthat Title. 

1. 	 The Commission may request from the Secretary of the Interior, on a reimbursable 
basis, administrative support services. 

J. 	 Non-Federal members will be appointed as "special Government employees" and are 
required to file on an annual basis a confidential ftnancial disclosure form. 

7. 	 Limitation on Authorities. The Commission does not have any powers or authority not 
specifically granted to it under the Act. Specifically, the Commission does not have any 
power or authority over the State ofFlorida, the National Park Service, the city of 
St. Augustine, or any designee ofthose entities with respect to the commemoration. 

8. 	 FACA Non-Applicability. The Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. Appendix, does 
not apply to operations or meetings ofthe Commission. 

9. 	 Termination. The Commission will terminate December 31, 2015. 
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