First Account of the Timucua by Pedro Menendez de Aviles.

The first excerpt is translated from Bartolome Barrientos’ “Pedro Menendez de Aviles Founder of Florida,” chapter 13:  Of How the Armada arrived in Florida.
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The second excerpt is translated from Pedro Menendez’s brother-in-law, Solis de Meras’ book “Pedro Menendez de Aviles.”
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coast and sand-banks were not known either to the said Adelantado
or to his pilots, if some storm should come up they were in danger of
losing themselves with the fleet: to remedy this, the camp master
ordered a soldier who had committed a crime, to lay down his arms
and go to the Indians with certain little things as presents, and the
soldier did so: the Indians awaited him, received him well and were
reassured : then the camp master arrived and spoke with them. and
through Signs they told him that the French were about 20 leagues
from there, to the north* The In9ians asked whether the General of
the armada was on board the ships. or among them: they were told
that he was on the ships: they answered that they desired greatly to
see him and know him: [the Spaniards] wanted to take them to the
ships. but they would not go: they said that they were afraid and
would await him there on land. And so the camp master returned to
the flagship with his 20 soldiers, where was the said Adelantado, and
he related to him everything that had taken place with the Indians
and that they were awaiting him on shore; and because of the desire
he had to see them, and to satisfy himself [of the truth] of what the
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toward the north; he went to land with 2 boats and §0 harquebusiers,

and as soon as the Indians saw him land. leaving their bows and
arrows, they came to the said Adelantado, [and] began to sing and
to make gestures with their hands raised toward heaven, in manner of
adoration. so that it was a wonderful thing to see. The Adelantado
gave them many things and sweets to eat, which he had in one of the
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Boats: they reiterated what they had said. that the French were 20
leagues from there:|the Adelantado left them very happy and em-
barked on his ships and went sailing along the coast with his armada,
and discovered 8 leagues from there a good harbor. with a good beach,
to which he gave the name of St. Augustine. because that was the first
land he discovered in Florida, and he did so on the very day of St.
Augustine.” On the following day. three hours after noontime, as he
was proceeding along the coast, he discovered four large galleons at
anchor® As it appeared to him that that was the harbor where the
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'Jean Ribaut, commanding an expedition of Huguenots or French Protestant
(whom the Spaniards called the Lutherans), had attempted in 1562 to make
settlement to which he gave the name of Charlesfort, near Port Royal, in Sout
Carolina, The cxpedition was sent by Admiral de Coligny, the great leader c
the Huguenots, who had obtained a commission from the French King. Charls
IX, but the colony was afterward abandoned. In 1564, Rene de Laudonniereat th
head of a French Protestant force sent to help the first, built Fort Carolinc o
the St. Johns River, which had been called by Ribaut the River of Ma
because he had discovered it on the first day of May, 1562

In August and September, /563, Menendez was seeking Laudonniere's colony
hoping to attack and destroy it before it could be succored by the amival o
another fleet under Jean Ribaut.
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“ These Indians belonged to the large and important tribe of the Timucua,
Who controlled most of the norther part of the region knowntoday as Florida?
Many affiliated smaller tribes were included under that designation. The word has
different forms: Timuqua, Timogua, Thimogona, etc. The name of the River
Tomoka, which empties into the Halifax above Ormond, on the Florida East
Coast, is an English form of Timucua. For information on the Timucua, cf.
Frederick W. Hodge, H andbooh. Of American Indians, Bureau of American
Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., Part IL, pp. 752754~
Lowery, Spanish Settlements, 1562-1574, Appendix H, p. 407.
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On August 28, St. Augustine’s Day, they sighted the land of Florida.
Thanks were given to God for His mercy in allowing them to arrive
safely within sight of this country, and they prayed He might grant
them victory in the remainder of their enterprise. Instead of landing at
once, they ran along the coast for four days, in search of the Lutheran
emplacements; not knowing whether the French were established north
or south, the party grew very morose in the quest. At the Adelantado’s
orders, they sailed by day and anchored at night.

One day they sighted some Indians on the beach. The Adelantado
ordered twenty harquebusiers under command of the campmaster to go
ashore. He did not want to land a larger number lest the Indians take
flight. Even so, the closer the soldiers drew near to them, the farther
towards the woods withdrew the Indians, with their bows and arrows.
To avoid a possible ambush, the Spaniards halted. Still, they did not
want to leave without having made enquiries—for they knew nothing
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of the coast and its shoals, and they ran the risk of being shipwrecked
should a storm come up. The Adelantado therefore sent an unarmed
soldier ashore bearing some trinkets. The Indians waited for him to
come up, received him peaceably, and were placated. The campmaster
then approaching, he asked them by signs where the Lutherans were. In
sign language they replied that the French were twenty leagues north.
Then in their turn the Indians asked for the leader of the Spanish.
When it was explained to them that he was with the fleet, they asked
to see him. The Adelantado was therefore called upon, and he came
ashore with fifty harquebusiers.

Once they saw the Adelantado ashore, the Indians laid down their
bows and arrows. Raising their voices in song, they drew around him,
Jifting their hands toward the sky. The Adelantado made them numer-
ous presents, and gave them sweets to eat. The Indians repeated the
information they had given the campmaster. Both sides parted in a
friendly fashion, and the Spaniards re-embarked.
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For eight leagues they sailed along the coast. Then they discovered
a fine natural harbor with a good river. This site the Adelantado
named St. Augustine, for the reason that it was the first place he had
discovered in the land of Florida, which in turn had first been sighted
on St. Augustine’s Day. This harbor of St. Augustine is north of the
cape known as the Head of the Martyrs, which Florida thrusts into the
Bahama Channel. Fort San Mateo is twelve leagues distant, the Fort
Santa Elena is sixty-two. Further north is the Bay of Santa Maria [Pen-
sacola Bay]. St. Augustine is in latitude twenty-nine degrees.
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Lhe Adelantado Fedro 111lenendez Sights Ilorida Augustz3th, off.
Cape Canaveral. Obtains Information from Coast Indians Four
Days Later. Discovers a Good Harbor T11hich He Calls St.
Augustine. Night Battle between the French and Spanish
Fleets at the Mouth of the River of May (the St. Johns)
Landing at St. Augustine September Sth. Capture of Fort Caroline
September 2oth.” Renamed the Fort of San Mateo.
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That day in the afternoon, the Adelantado commanded that all
the ships' arms should be delivered to the captains, so that they should
distribute them among their soldiers, who were to keep them clean and
ready, and that each soldier should shoot three rounds every day until
they reached Florida, in order to lose fear of the harquebuses and by
trained, as they were raw recruits for the most part. They were to
shoot one round with bullets in a space arranged within the said gal-
leon, prizes being awarded to the soldiers in the companies who shot
best, and to their captains so that they should take great care to make
them skilful: and with that exercise, which was done each day, they
daily repeated the Christian doctrine and the litanies, saying prayers
and making supplications to God Our Lord, and beseeching Him to
grant them victory in everything. They sailed until August 28th, St.
Augustine’s Day, on which they sighted the land of Florida;® all of
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them kneeling. saying the Te Deum Laudamus, they praised Our Lord.
all the people repeating their prayers. entreating Our Lord to give
them victory in all things.

And because they knew not in what part the Lutherans had fortified
themselves, they sailed for four days along the coast. very much dis-
tressed, and in great suspense. not knowing whether the French were
north or south of where the said Adelantado was going with his
armada, sailing by day and anchoring at night: and one morning he
saw Indians on the coastz he sent his camp master to land with 20
harquebusiers: he did not wish to land more men so that the Indians
might not be frightened and flee. When the camp master disembarked
among the Indians with the 20 soldiers. they came with their bows and
arrows, and as our men went toward them, they retreated toward the
woods : the Christians fearing that if they followed them there might
be an ambuscde of many men, and they would run a risk: and
that if they did not seek information from them to learn in what
part the Lutherans were. it would be a bad state of things: for as the




