Special Park Uses
Background, Procedures and Fees for Weddings
at Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site
PARK PERMITS AND WHY WE HAVE THEM
National Parks encourage visitors to experience individually and on their own the natural and cultural sights and sounds of the Park. Other more coordinated or organized activities or events within the Park must not have an impact on our visitors' experience of the Park's resources. These include commercial activities, large events, and other activities that may interfere with someone else's enjoyment of the Park or adversely impact the Park's resource.
The Park issues permits to regulate a number of activities. These are typically one-time events lasting for a few hours to a few days. They include weddings, first amendment activities, commercial photography, scientific sampling and collecting, just to name a few. Most permits require a fee and some include insurance requirements. (Special Park Uses in the National Park System are regulated by Director's Order 53: Special Park Uses and the accompanying Reference Manual 53.)
The Park also issues Commercial Use Authorizations (CUA) to businesses and individuals so they can use the Park to conduct repeated or on-going business. These permits are valid for one calendar year. CUAs are not covered by this document. Please contact the park for additional information.
SPECIAL USE PERMITS FOR WEDDINGS:
The following conditions apply to special permits for weddings:
1. A written permit that currently costs $100.00 is required for all wedding
ceremonies and fixes the date, time, and place of the ceremony.  No permits will be approved for October weekends.
2. Access for other park visitors must not be impeded. Permits do not authorize
exclusive use of any public lands, and the permittee must insure that the rights of
the general public visiting Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site are not
infringed. The permit is not a reservation of the site; rather, it is your permission
to use the site for a wedding.
3. Parking is limited in the park. Permittees and their guests must park within
designated parking areas, no more than 8 spaces used. Carpooling or private shuttle is recommended. Horse-drawn carriages are prohibited.  During times of high visitation (more than 50 house tour guests per day) guests will be required to park off-site and permittee provide transportation to the park.
4. Amplified music, CD's, radios and public address systems are prohibited. One
acoustical music instrument (and/or human voice) may be permitted.
5. The releasing of balloons, birds or butterflies and the throwing of rice, birdseed,
flower petals or other natural or artificial material is not permitted.
6. No chairs, altars, flower containers, arches, railings, ropes, torches or candelabras
are permitted. Exception: elderly guests or guests with disabilities may use chairs
provided by the permittee.
7. Permittees must exercise particular care to avoid disturbing wildlife and
vegetation.
8. All activities must stay within open public areas. No weddings may be held upon
(or in) any walkway, roadway, public park structure or its approach or steps.  No weddings will be approved during a scheduled Park special event.  Weddings may only take place at the amphitheater (up to 75 persons), flat rock outcrop behind Sandburg Home (up to 25 persons) or the orchard (up to 25 persons)
9. Affixing signage to buildings, property, signs, poles or plants is prohibited.
10. All trash must be placed in onsite trash containers. If the site does not have
containers or if trash volume exceeds container capacity, permittee must bag and
remove trash from the Park. Permittees failing to affect such cleanup will be
charged the cost for such services.
The foregoing summarizes some of the conditions set out on each permit. The actual conditions contained within the permit are binding upon the permittee and may be changed from time to time.
WHAT COSTS MAY BE CHARGED?
The NPS is committed to recovering the cost of providing goods, resources or services to support or facilitate special park uses. In addition, the NPS is committed to recovering a fee for use of NPS lands and facilities.
Administrative Cost: A one time, non-refundable payment of $100.00 is charged to recover costs associated with mailing forms to the applicant, review of the application form, and preparing the permit. The fee must be submitted with the application and will be retained by the Park even if the application is not approved.
Management Costs: Specific charges for actual costs incurred by the Park for monitoring, supporting, or cleaning up and restoration after the use. This should include all costs for personnel, all equipment and material charges, and if applicable, the cost of utilities. If possible, an estimate will be provided by the Park before the use and a bill of collection will be issued for actual charges following the use.
Bond: Performance bonds or deposits are the permittee's guarantee of compliance with permit conditions and reimbursement to the park for damage to resources and/or facilities as a result of the permittee's activities. An amount adequate to cover the cost of restoration, repair, rehabilitation and cleanup of the area may be required.
Insurance: Liability insurance protects the government from negligent actions by permittees.  Insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to protect the interests of the United States will be required as a condition of the permit. More insurance may be required for a high risk activity.  The Superintendent establishes the amount of insurance required.
HOW TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT
If you would like to apply for a permit, please contact the park by telephone or mail:
Attn: Special Park Uses
National Park Service 
81 Carl Sandburg Lane Flat Rock, NC 28731 828-693-4178
An application form and instructions will be provided to you. The application form must be submitted at least 30 days before the event date together with a check, cashier’s check or money order in the amount of $1000.00 made payable to: "National Park Service" to the address above. If the application is approved, a permit will be prepared and sent to the applicant for signature.
STILL HAVE QUESTIONS?
If you have a question or comment about the Park's permitting process, the Park's Permit Coordinator would be pleased to address them. Address inquiries to:
Special Park Uses 
Carl Sandburg Home NHS 
81 Carl Sandburg Lane 
Flat Rock, NC 28731
Telephone: 828-693-4178
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