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 I can analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics, and culture 
in the United States. 
 

 
Procedure 
Activating Strategy 
Read and Say Something - Read Carl Sandburg’s poem, The Muck-Rake Man to the students.  
Next, have students say something to their partners in response to the poem. 
 

The Muck-Rake Man 
To-day ‘tis ink has higher homage than the blood of soldiers, 
With whatever bravery they fought; 
A pencil is a token far surpassing any knife Damascus made 
in all her days. 

 
 
Teaching Strategy 

1. Students will enter the living room of Carl Sandburg’s home. 
 

2. The ranger will begin to ask probing questions regarding Carl Sandburg’s writing and 
its impact on American History. 

 
3. Ranger will identify artifacts within the room that correspond with Sandburg’s 

influence on American society. 
 

4. Ranger will promote discussion among students asking students to use the seen 
artifacts to make connections to broader theme. 

 
5. Through ranger led discussions, students will clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions that have been presented. 
 

6. Ranger and students will repeat steps 2 – 5 in each of the rooms in Carl Sandburg’s 
home. 
 

Summarizing Strategy 
Read and Say Something - Read Carl Sandburg’s poem, The Muck-Rake Man to the students 
again.  Next, ask students how their interpretation of the poem has changed since the discussions 
held during the tour of Sandburg’s home.  Allow students the opportunity to share with the 
group. 
 

The Muck-Rake Man 
To-day ‘tis ink has higher homage than the blood of soldiers, 
With whatever bravery they fought; 
A pencil is a token far surpassing any knife Damascus made 
in all her days. 


