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Learning Targets 
 I can determine the central idea of a text. 
 I can use technology to produce and publish writing that demonstrates my 

understanding of the central idea or ideas of a text. 
 
Procedure 
The students will be reading articles written about Carl and Paula Sandburg, identifying 
the main ideas of the articles, and creating a different way to present the information from 
the articles to their classmates using technology.  (ex:  Web 2.0, PowerPoint, commercial, 
interview, song, etc.) 
 
Activating Strategy 
Frayer Model, independently students will complete the provided Frayer Model.  Student 
volunteers will share their ideas whole group. Students will revisit the Frayer Model as a 
summarizing strategy for this lesson.  
 (FYI - http://www.worksheetworks.com/miscellanea/graphic-organizers/frayer.html is a 
fabulous website to create your own Frayer Model for future lessons) 
 
Teaching Strategy 
 

1. Divide the class in half.  Have half of the students read “A Place to Write” and the other 
half read “The Other Sandburg”.   
 

2. Students may read article individually, in pairs, or in small groups.   
 

3. In small groups or pairs, students will determine the central idea and key points of 
information from the article and decide (with teacher guidance, reinforcement and 
clarification on what exactly what is central idea & what are key points) how best to 
present that information to students who read the other article.   

 
4. Depending on time and resources allotted, student groups or partners, using technology, 

may create a web 2.0, develop a PowerPoint or other multimedia presentation, write and 
perform a “talk show”-type interview with Mr. or Mrs. Sandburg, or create a teaching 
game.  The teacher should define project expectations and limitations based on his/her 
schedule and needs. 

 
5. Students groups may present to entire class, or the teacher may choose a “jigsaw” 

arrangement in which two groups of students teach each other. 
 

Summarizing Strategy 
Frayer Model, independently students will review Frayer Model completed as an 
activating strategy and make changes to the original using a different colored pencil, 
marker or pen.  Teacher will ask students to share the changes they made and why those 
changes were made. 
 
Alternative:   Students will read article and answer questions 



 

 
 
ne 



A Place to Write: A Pre‐visit Questionnaire 
 

1. In what year did the Sandburgs move to North Carolina? How old was Carl 
Sandburg at the time of the move? 

 
 

 
2. What two separate requirements did Connemara Farm meet  for Mr. and Mrs. 

Sandburg? 
 
 
 
3. Considering the date the house was built and its original owner’s historical 

connections, why does the article call Carl Sandburg’s ownership of the property 
“ironic”? 

 
 
 
4. Who was Ellison Smyth, and why did he name the estate “Connemara”? 
 
 
 
5. Other than Mrs. Sandburg, who were the family members who lived here along 

with Sandburg? What were their roles in the life of Connemara? 
 
 
 
 
6. What were some of Mr. Sandburg’s activities and accomplishments during the 

period of his life from age 67 until his death at 89? 
 
 
 
 
7. What was a typical day at Connemara like for Carl Sandburg? 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Can you infer why the National Park Service chose to acquire the Sandburg 

property? 
 
 
 
  



A Place to Write: A Pre‐visit Questionnaire – Teacher’s Answer Sheet 
 

1. In what year did the Sandburgs move to North Carolina? How old was Carl 
Sandburg at the time of the move? 

The Sandburgs moved to Connemara in 1945, and Sandburg was 67 years old at the time 
of the move. 
 
2. What two separate requirements did Connemara Farm meet for Mr. and Mrs. 

Sandburg? 
Mrs. Sandburg was seeking a milder climate and grassy pastures for her Chikaming goat 
herd.  Mr. Sandburg needed seclusion in order to do his work. 
 
3. Considering the date the house was built and its original owner’s historical 

connections, why does the article call Carl Sandburg’s ownership of the property 
“ironic”? 

It is ironic that Sandburg, writer of a Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of Abraham 
Lincoln, would live in the former home of Christopher Memminger, a slave-owner and 
Secretary of the Treasury of the Confederacy during the Civil War. 
 
4. Who was Ellison Smyth, and why did he name the estate “Connemara”? 
Smyth, a textile tycoon, claimed the farm’s landscape reminded him of his Irish ancestry, 
so he named it Connemara after a location in Ireland. 
 
5. Other than Mrs. Sandburg, who were the family members who lived here along 

with Sandburg? What were their roles in the life of Connemara? 
Sandburg’s three adult daughters and two grandchildren also lived at Connemara.  
Margaret assisted her father, maintained his library and worked in her garden.  Janet 
helped with the goats, and Helga managed the dairy operation of the farm.  Paula and 
John Carl, the two grandchildren, played on the estate. 
 
6. What were some of Mr. Sandburg’s activities and accomplishments during the 

period of his life from age 67 until his death at 89? 
He traveled, published extensively in several genres, lectured, and performed.  He also 
received another Pulitzer Prize. 

 
7. What was a typical day at Connemara like for Carl Sandburg? 

He would sleep late because he usually worked during the night. After lunch, he would 
write, correspond, and join the family for dinner and walks in the evening. 

 
 
8. Can you infer why the National Park Service chose to acquire the Sandburg 

property? 
Answers will vary but may include references to Sandburg’s literary legacy, the natural 
resources of the property, or the historical background of the home. 
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THE OTHER SANDBURG: Pre‐Visit Questionnaire 
 
 
1. When and where did Mrs. Sandburg begin her dairy goat herd? 
 
 
 
2. Why did Mrs. Sandburg initially want to raise dairy goats? 
 
 
 
3. What herd name was given to Mrs. Sandburg’s dairy goats? 
 
 
 
4. Why did the Sandburgs move to North Carolina? 
 
 
 
5. What background did Mrs. Sandburg have which helped in raising dairy goats? 
 
 
 
6. What did Mrs. Sandburg want to accomplish in raising dairy goats? 
 
 
 
7. Why was Mrs. Sandburg influential in the dairy goat industry? 
 
 
 
8. What was Mrs. Sandburg’s biggest accomplishment as a dairy goat breeder? 
 
 
 
9. Why is Mrs. Sandburg a distinctive part of the Carl Sandburg Home NHS? 
 
 
 
10. What was Mr. Sandburg’s role in the dairy goat operation?  

  



THE OTHER SANDBURG: Teacher’s Answer Sheet 
 
1.  When and where did Mrs. Sandburg begin her dairy goatherd? 

Harbert, Michigan; early 1930s 
 
2.  Why did Mrs. Sandburg initially want to raise dairy goats? 

Initially for family milk and butter 
 
3.  What herd name was given to Mrs. Sandburg’s dairy goats? 

Chikaming 
 
4.  Why did the Sandburgs move to North Carolina? 

One of the main reasons was to have more pasture land for the dairy goats. 
 
5.  What background did Mrs. Sandburg have which helped in raising dairy goats? 

She was a graduate of the University of Chicago and she studied the genetics of breeding  
 
6.  What did Mrs. Sandburg want to accomplish in raising dairy goats? 

She wanted to promote dairy goats as a viable source of milk and butterfat production 
and she wanted to improve dairy goat breeds so those breeds were more consistent and reliable 
in milk and butterfat production  
 
7.  Why is Mrs. Sandburg considered to have been influential in the dairy goat industry? 

She was an avid promoter and breeder of dairy goats, she was the director of the 
American Milk Goat Record Association for over ten years; she wrote numerous articles in 
several dairy goat journals about breeding for higher milk production and traveled around the 
country giving speeches about the same; her goats were “on test” for thirty years which created 
consistent and accurate data for scientific research. 
 
8.  What was Mrs. Sandburg’s biggest accomplishment as a dairy goat breeder? 

The record for highest milk production by a dairy goat anywhere held by Jennifer II, a 
Toggenburg goat of Mrs. Sandburg’s Chikaming herd, in 1960 until 1982. 
 
9. Why is Mrs. Sandburg a distinctive part of the Carl Sandburg Home NHS?                                               

She was Mr. Sandburg’s biggest fan and supporter; she managed the home front, 
financially and otherwise, as well as having a very successful career herself.  She had made her 
own mark on the world while giving her husband all the freedom to write and travel. 
 
10. What was Mr. Sandburg’s role in the dairy goat operation?  

He got pleasure out of visiting and playing with the goats, but was not a part of any 
breeding or business decisions; he amassed tremendous pride from his wife’s work.  
 
 


