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Procedure 
Activating Strategy 
Story Board - The teacher will provide each student with a blank “story board” and then will ask 
students to create a non-linguistic version of their prior knowledge of the learning targets.  It is 
important to hone in on the vocabulary point-of-view, imagery, tone, theme, analyze and reflect.  
Students will share their “story board” with a partner. 
 
Teaching Strategy 

1. Provide copies of prompts or project prompts on the board.  Teacher may modify 
prompts or add new ones to highlight aspects of the visit. 

2. Give students the opportunity to choose how to complete their work such as 
independently, partners or small groups (no more than four). 

3. Students will choose prompt. 
4. Students will on crafting their response.   
5. Teacher will provide appropriate feedback and encouragement while students are 

working. 
6. Allow sufficident time for students to respond fully in class or assign the writing topic as 

homework. 
7. Upon completion, encourage students to share responses.  Responses can the be posted 

on a class blog. 
 

Summarizing Strategy 
6-Word Memoirs, using only 6 words students will summarize what they learned in today’s 
lesson. 
 

  



PROMPTS: 

 Write an e-mail to send back in time to one of the Sandburg family members.  To whom 
would you write?  What would you tell him or her about your visit?  Try to be as specific 
as possible in your description of what you saw and felt. 
 

 It’s 2112:  a tour group is visiting your childhood home and listening to everything the 
guide is saying about how you became famous and your contributions to society.  Write 
the speech the tour guide is giving about your life.  In it, describe a few of the objects 
he/she will be pointing out to the visitors as being significant to you. 
 

 Write a short poem about Connemara.  Include language that uses each of the five senses 
in your poem (imagery).   
 

 The saying “To whom much is given, much is required” suggests that successful people 
have an even greater responsibility to the less fortunate than average people do. Based on 
what you’ve learned about the Sandburgs’ values, how did they “give back” to society?  
How do you help others outside your family? 
 

 Write a poem from the point-of-view of the house itself.  Use first-person  point of view 
and allow the house to tell its own story. 
 

 Pretend you are the museum curator for the Carl Sandburg House.  A museum in another 
state is doing a display on great American authors.  They want to borrow three or four 
items from the house that best represent Sandburg.  Which items would you loan them?  
Explain what each item tells about Sandburg. 
 

 Are you more like Mrs. Sandburg or Mr. Sandburg?  In other words, would you rather get 
up early in the morning and work with the animals OR would you rather stay up all night 
reading and writing?  From what you’ve learned, what other qualities or values do you 
share with either Mr. or Mrs. Sandburg? 
 

 


