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Program Description 
“The Carl Sandburg Home Tour” is a tour of a “living museum”  as students experience the 
Sandburg home much the way as the family had between 1945 and 1967.   For many students, 
they will be struck by the relative absence of modern electronic gadgetry and entertainment, 
while others may be overwhelmed by the number of books or the abundance of magazines and 
closets!   Students will be able to identify and relate to how the objects (artifacts) in the house 
provide clues as to how the family lived, worked, and relaxed.  The post-visit refletive writing 
activity will help students bring aspects of the Sandburg’s life into a more personal perspective. 
             
 
Procedure 
Activating Strategy 
Turn and Talk, have students turn and talk to a partner about one thing on they are wearing or 
that they are holding that says something about them as an individual.  Give students the 
opporutnity to share some of their responses.  
 
Teaching Strategy 

1. Students will be provided with a “clue” regarding Sandburg’s life prior to entering the 
house. 

2. Students will be instructed to locate the “clue” while touring the house.  Once they have 
located the “clue” students must inference what role their “clue” played on influencing 
society.   

3. Tour is ranger lead with 3 to 4 “clues” to be discussed in each of the rooms. 
4. Upon touring each individual room, ranger will request students to affirm if their “clue” 

is found in this paritcular room.  If so, students will verbalize the inference of the clue 
and its connection to Sandburg’s influence on society. 

 
Summarizing Strategy 
Turn and Talk, have students turn and talk to a partner (a different one from the activating 
strategy) about an item in Sandburg’s home that told something about him.  Next, have students 
share what was learned about Carl Sandburg’s influence on society.  Give students the 
opporutnity to share some of their responses. 
 
 
             
 


