
 
 
On-Site Lesson 1: From Prairie Town Boy to Famous Writer Activity Sheet 
 
 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number _____. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12,000 volumes of books in the house 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
“In the Sandburg family the first 
three children, Mary, Carl 
August, and Martin Godfrey, 
learned Swedish fairly well.”  
p. 21 
 
 
 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ______. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandburg subscribed to many newspapers 
and magazines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
“I had books I didn’t have to take 
back to the Seventh Ward school 
or the Public Library.  I was a 
bookowner.” p. 60 
 
 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ______. 

 

 
 
The Sandburg’s sign 

3
 
“…office of the Galesburg 
Republican-Register, to which we 
carrier boys went as soon as 
school let out at half-past three… 
I learned how to cross-fold a 
paper so it could be thrown 
spang against a front door.” p. 
114 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ______. 
 
 

 

 
Biographer of Lincoln 
 
 
 

 

4 
 
“They put in a new Edison 
phonograph with a lot of cylinder 
records and I never got tired of 
hearing “Poet and Peasant.” p. 
177 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ______. 
 
 

 

 
 
Guitar for playing music 

5 
 
“At the north front of Old Main 
many times I read on a bronze 
plate words spoken by Lincoln 
and by Douglas.  They stayed 
with me, and sometimes I would 
stop to read those words only, 
what Lincoln said to twenty 
thousand people on a cold windy 
October day:” p.172 
 
 
 
 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ______. 
 
 
 

 

 
Phonograph for listening to music 

6
 
 “Then came a two-dollar banjo 
from Mr. Gumbiner. This was a 
honey and from Willis I learned 
the chords.  From the gracious 
Mrs. Schwartz on Ferris Street I 
had three banjo lessons at 
twenty-five cents a lesson.” p. 
106 
 
 
 
 



On-Site Lesson 1: From Prairie Town Boy to Famous Writer  
(Answer key for teachers) 
 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ___3___. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12,000 volumes of books in the house

1 
 
“In the Sandburg family the first 
three children, Mary, Carl August, 
and Martin Godfrey, learned 
Swedish fairly well.”  
p. 21 
 
 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ___2__. 
 
 
 

 
Sandburg 
subscribed 
to many 
newspape
rs and 
magazines

2 
 
“I had books I didn’t have to take 
back to the Seventh Ward school or 
the Public Library.  I was a 
bookowner.” p. 60 
 

This picture goes 
with quote 
number __1___. 
 
 

 

 
 
The Sandburg’s sign CARL 27017  

3 
 
“…office of the Galesburg 
Republican-Register, to which we 
carrier boys went as soon as school 
let out at half-past three… I learned 
how to cross-fold a paper so it could 
be thrown spang against a front 
door.” p. 114 

 
 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ___5__. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biographer of Lincoln CARL 30267 

4 
 
“They put in a new Edison 
phonograph with a lot of cylinder 
records and I never got tired of 
hearing “Poet and Peasant.” p. 177 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number ___6__. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Guitar for playing music CARL 3392 

5 
 
“At the north front of Old Main 
many times I read on a bronze plate 
words spoken by Lincoln and by 
Douglas.  They stayed with me, and 
sometimes I would stop to read 
those words only, what Lincoln said 
to twenty thousand people on a 
cold windy October day:” p.172 

 
This picture goes 
with quote 
number __4___. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phonograph for listening to music 
CARL 1327 

6 
 
 “Then came a two-dollar banjo 
from Mr. Gumbiner. This was a 
honey and from Willis I learned the 
chords.  From the gracious Mrs. 
Schwartz on Ferris Street I had three 
banjo lessons at twenty-five cents a 
lesson.” p. 106 

 




