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January 7, 2015
Weddings, Family Reunions and Private Special Events

at 
Cane River Creole National Historical Park

Weddings and other private special events are allowed at Cane River Creole National Historical Park, at both the Oakland and Magnolia Plantation sites. Holding these events in the beautiful historic landscapes of the park add an even deeper meaning to the events, which have been traditionally celebrated at both Oakland and Magnolia, and which support the mission of this national park.

In most instances the process is simple. The event coordinator/prospective permittee must fill out an Application for a Special Use Permit and submit it with a check for $25 (made out to the National Park Service) to park headquarters. The $25 is nonrefundable. The information requested on this application form serves as the basis for the Superintendent’s decision about whether or not the event will be approved. When an event is approved, a Special Use Permit, signed by the Superintendent, is issued. The permit includes any of the special requirements for the activity. The permittee also signs the permit. 
Because this park is part of the National Park System (NPS), certain restrictions apply to any park uses. These restrictions are required to preserve the plantations for future generations, to ensure that the resources are protected, and to accommodate visitors to the best of our ability within the limitations of available staff required to oversee special events. 

Please study the information below, and then feel free to contact us with any questions you might have.

In general, the policy guiding special events including weddings and family reunions may be permitted as long as the event will not:

· Cause injury or damage to park resources; or

· Be contrary to the purposes for which the park was established; or

· Unreasonably impair the atmosphere of peace or tranquility in natural or historic commemorative areas of the park; or 

· Unreasonably interfere with interpretive visitor services or other programs or activities, or with the administrative activities of the NPS; or

· Restrict other park visitors from your chosen location; or

· Substantially impair the operation of public facilities or services of NPS contractors; or

· Present a clear and present danger to public health and safety; or result in significant conflict with existing uses.

The park is open daily from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. The park is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s days. The park is small, as are the visitor facilities. The parking lot at Oakland Plantation holds about 50 vehicles. The parking lot at Magnolia Plantation holds about 15 vehicles. During normal park operating hours, the general public always retains the privilege to use all regular visitor facilities and to participate in all visitor programs. 
Here are some frequently asked questions that might help you.

1. How do I start the process for requesting permission for holding my private special event in Cane River Creole National Historical Park?



Download and fill out all of the information requested on the Application for Special 

Use Permit (form 10-930) available on the park’s website.

If your event is taking place during normal park operating hours, from 8-4 daily, please contact Chief of Interpretation Nathan Hatfield at 318 356 8441 or Superintendent Laura Gates at 318 352 0383 for further instructions. If your group activity is small and not interfering with normal park operations, you may not need a permit.

2. Where do I find the Application for Special Use Form?



The application is on the park website at www.nps.gov/cari

3. How much does it cost to submit the Application for Special Use Permit?



Submit a check for $25 (nonrefundable) made out to the National Park Service. Bring it 

in to park headquarters or mail it in with your application.

4. Where do I send the Application?

Mail or deliver the Application to: Superintendent, Cane River Creole National Historical Park, 400 Rapides Drive, Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457.
5. What information must I include in the Application?



The Application requests: contact information; information on the nature of the event; 

the estimated number of participants; preferred location for the event; and other 


information that will assist the Superintendent and staff in the decision.
6. When will I find out if my Application has been approved?



Normally the application will be reviewed within two weeks of receipt, and the 


applicant will be notified of acceptance or rejection of the application.

7. Can I hold my wedding inside the main house at Oakland Plantation?



No. The main house at Oakland Plantation contains fragile historic furnishings and 

other resources, and the building has limitations on the number of people who can be in 

the in the structure at the same time.
8. Can I hold my wedding inside the main house at Magnolia Plantation?



No. The main house at Magnolia Plantation and the land around it is privately owned. 

It is not open to the public. The land at Magnolia Plantation within Cane River Creole 

National Historical Park includes about 20 acres that contain the plantation store, 


overseer’s house/slave hospital, blacksmith shop, slave/tenant quarters, gin barn and 

parking lot. The main house is not part of the national park.
9. Is there any limitation on the number of vehicles that guests can bring to my special event?

Yes. That is determined by the number of available parking spaces, types of vehicles, location within the park where the event is planned to take place and other factors. Please provide us with enough information on the Application for Special Use Permit form to assist the Superintendent in making the determination of number of vehicles that will be allowed on park grounds.
10. Can I hold my special event after hours, when the general public is not there?


Yes. After-hours events require management by the National Park Service. By law we 
are required to recover the costs of staff salaries and benefits needed to manage the 
event. These costs may vary depending on the staff assigned to manage the event. 
11. Who should I contact if I have further questions?


Contact Superintendent Laura Gates at 318 352 0383 or Chief of Interpretation Nathan 
Hatfield at 318 356 8441.
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