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Horse Story 
Overview 

 

Description: 

The learner will be able to: 

• Describe the lifestyle of the horses on Shackleford Banks 

• Understand and describe various aspects of horse behavior 

• Understand the protected status of the horses on Shackleford Banks 

• Describe the National Park Service role in managing the horses of Shackleford Banks 

Group Size: 5-30 

Time: 60 minutes per class visit for on- and pre-site visit activities 

 On-site activity covers a one (1) day session 

Location: Classroom 

 

Pre-Site Visit Activities: TEACHER COMPLETED 

Knowledge Assessment (in post-site materials) 

Perspectives on Shackleford Horses Activity 

Perspectives on Shackleford Horses Questions 

“Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure (online) 

“Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure  

“The Ancestors of Jennifer, Jupiter, and All the Rest Were War Horses”  

excerpt from The Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks by Carmine Prioli 
 

Discussion Points 

• Although we depict the water cycle as a circular mechanism flowing continually from the ocean 

to the atmosphere to the land and back to the ocean, these elements do not follow each other in 

order. All of these elements are in play at the same time.  

o For example: Evaporation happens not only from the ocean, but at the same time from the 

land masses, and from surface runoff.  

o The water cycle is the constant movement of water on, in, and above the earth changing 

from liquid to vapor to ice and back again.  
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• The water cycle is a closed system.  

o The water contained on the earth is all the water we have. No new water is coming into 

the system.  

• While the water cycle is a closed system, the water on Earth is all interconnected.  

o Water from Egypt may end up in England. Glacier ice from the Antarctic can find its way 

to the faucets of townhouses in Raleigh. 

• Water originally came from superheated magma when the earth was first formed.  

o As the magma cooled, the water it contained evaporated cooling the atmosphere enough 

to allow water to accumulate on the surface as a liquid. 

 

On-Site Visit Activities: RANGER COMPLETED 

Detailed description of the lives of the horses of Shackleford Banks 

Day 1 

Discussion of how horses survive on this island 

Examination of two horse skulls 

• One within the normal range 

• One with a genetic anomaly 

Overview of how determining horse age by dentition  

 

Post-Site Visit Activities: TEACHER COMPLETED 

Knowledge Assessment 

Horse Talking A Charade-Activity 

Horse Talking A Charade-Activity-student page 

Horse picture cards 

Horse behavior cards 

Teacher master packet of picture cards 

Discussion Points 

• They have learned a lot of information in the past few days about the horses of Shackleford 

Banks. Now they will have to use that knowledge to win the game. 

• Only work within their teams. They must follow directions carefully or this activity will not 

work and they will let down their team members. 
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NCSCOS Goal 5: The learner will conduct investigations and utilize appropriate 
technologies and information systems to build an understanding of heredity and genetics. 

Horse Story 
Goals and Objectives 

 
Seventh Grade 

 
Eighth Grade 

Objective 5.01:  Explain the significance of genes to inherited characteristics: Genes are the units of 
information, Parents transmit genes to their offspring, Some medical conditions and diseases are 
genetic. 
 

Objective 5.02: Correlate evolutionary theories and processes: Biological, Geological, Technological. 
 

NCSCOS Goal 5: The learner will conduct investigations and utilize appropriate 
technologies and information systems to build an understanding of evidence of evolution 
in organisms and landforms. 
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Perspectives on the Shackleford Horses 
Pre-Site Visit Activity 

 
Description: 
Through an examination of materials discussing the horses of Shackleford Banks, students will learn 
how language can be used to persuade readers and how this affects the understanding of a subject. 
 
Materials: 
“Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure 
“Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure 
“The Ancestors of Jennifer, Jupiter, and All the Rest Were War Horses”  

excerpt from The Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks by Carmine Prioli 
Shackleford Horses - Questions 
 
Directions: Time involved = approx. 60 minutes 

1. Each student should receive a copy of each of the materials. 
2. In pairs or alone, students should read and compare the brochures and excerpt. 
3. Consider how each piece makes you feel.   

• Think about the language used and the facts that are highlighted or minimized. 
4. Students should review these materials using the Shackleford Horses - Questions page. 
5. After about 30 minutes, the class should discuss their answers thoughts on the questions below.  
6. During the last 5 minutes, students should write down one question on an index card that they 

have about the horses. Collect the cards so they can be used during the on-site visit.  
 
Questions: 

• Is the horse’s origin story the same in all three publications?  
o If not, what are the differences and the similarities? 

• How are the rules and regulations presented in each publication? 
• How is the story of the horses presented in each publication?  

o Is it romanticized or strictly factual? 
• How does the author appeal to the readers’ emotions? 
• Do the authors convince you to support their viewpoints? 
• Does the publication try to capture your imagination or just relate information or does it do both? 
• What emotions, if any, do you feel when you read these publications.  

o Do you feel differently when reading them, or do you feel the same about each one? 
• Does one of them give you more of a positive feeling after reading it than the others do?  

o Which one? Why?  
• How would you rank these (with #1 being the best)? 

o What criteria would you use to rank them?  
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Perspectives on the Shackleford Horses 
Activity Questions 

 
Description: 
Through an examination of materials discussing the horses of Shackleford Banks, students will learn 
how language can be used to persuade readers and how this affects the understanding of a subject. 
 
Materials: 
“Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure 
“Horses of Shackleford Banks” brochure 
“The Ancestors of Jennifer, Jupiter, and All the Rest Were War Horses”  

excerpt from The Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks by Carmine Prioli 
 
Questions: 

1. Is the horse’s origin story the same in all three publications? If not, what are the differences and 
the similarities? 
 

2. How are the rules and regulations presented in each publication? 

 

3. How is the story of the horses presented in each publication?  Is it romanticized or strictly 

factual? 

 

4. How does the author appeal to the readers’ emotions? 

 

5. Do the authors convince you to support their viewpoints? 
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6. Does the publication try to capture your imagination or just relate information or does it do both? 

 

7. What emotions, if any, do you feel when you read these publications.  

 

8. Do you feel differently when reading them, or do you feel the same about each one? 

 

9. Does one of them give you more of a positive feeling after reading it than the others do? Which 
one? Why?  
 

10. How would you rank these (with #1 being the best)? 

 

11. What criteria would you use to rank them?  

 

12. How do others in the class feel and think about the publications? 

 

Write down one question on your index card that you would like to ask about the horses during the 
on-site talk with the Park Ranger. Leave your card with your teacher before you leave class.  
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This three page excerpt from Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks by Carmine Prioli 
has been included in this curriculum guide with permission from the author. 
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This three page excerpt from Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks by Carmine Prioli 
has been included in this curriculum guide with permission from the author. 
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Wild Horses and Federal Laws 
H.R. 765, "Shackleford Banks Wild Horses Protection Act” 

 

The Legislation 
On July 16, 1998, the “Shackleford Banks Wild Horses Protection Act” became federal law.  This law 
states that the Secretary of the Interior should enter into an agreement with the Foundation for 
Shackleford Horses, or another non-profit, to manage the herd of horses in Cape Lookout National 
Seashore.  The management was required to be cost-effective, to ensure the natural resources of the park 
were not harmed, and to allow the Foundation or other non-profit to adopt any of the horses that the Park 
Service removes from the park. 
 
Horses are allowed to be removed only if there are more than 110 horses in the herd or in case of an 
emergency or for the health or safety of the public.  This law also provides for a yearly assessment of the 
state of the herd that is to be made available to the public. 
 
If the population numbers drop below 100 due to natural causes (like hurricanes or diseases), the park 
does not have to add horses to the herd.  And, damage to property inside (like fishing or camping gear) 
or outside (if the horses get out) the park caused by the horses does not have to be paid for or replaced 
by the Park Service. 
 
What Does This Mean? 

• If there are 99 or fewer horses on the island, the park cannot give any of the horses birth control 

or otherwise limit the population growth.   

• If there are between 100 and 110 horses, the park can limit the population growth, but cannot 

remove any horses from the island.   

• Any horses taken off the island can be adopted by the non-profit partner (the Foundation for 

Shackleford Horses) of the park.   

• The health of the rest of the animals and plants on the island must be considered  

-  the horses cannot be allowed to strip the island of plant life or cause the local extinction 

(loss of a species from a particular area) of another animal or plant 

• People visiting Shackleford should be aware that they are on an island with WILD animals and 

must be conscious not to harass the horses.  The visitor is responsible for any damaged property. 
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Circle one answer only.    Name ____________________________________ 

• The horses at Shackleford Banks are all descended from only Spanish horse ancestors. 
 True    False 

  
• During drought periods the National Park Service supplies the horses with water. 

True    False    
 

• What do males challenge each other over? 
      females  control over a harem  who gets to drink first  all of these  

  
• Most challenges are ‘posturing’ and the males really don’t want to fight. 
 True    False   

 
• If a harem has 2 stallions what is the leader stallion called?   

Alpha stallion  Beta stallion 
 
Chief stallion  Bottom stallion    

    
• At Shackleford Banks Cape Lookout National Seashore staff try to keep the population 

between? 
110-130 horses  150-160 horses   140-150 horses   
  

• The park’s horse biologist uses contraceptives to prevent the horses from breeding. 
True    False  
         

• Mares are pregnant for how many months? 
9  11  13   
 

• What year did the Great Hurricane separate South Core from Shackleford Banks, thereby 
isolating most of the horses on Shackleford? 
1956   1902  1933 
 

• Why did the state of NC round-up and remove many of the horses from Shackleford Banks 
during the great depression? 
The state thought they were overgrazing the island  

The state thought the horses should be used as emergency food 

The state thought they could sell them for money 



 

18   Cape Lookout National Seashore – Horse Story 

 
• Whether you call them horses or ponies, officially a pony is how tall? 

Less than 14.5 hands  Less than 17 hands  Less than 20 hands 
 

 
• Horses live in one of two types of social groups on the island. 

True    False     
 

• When it gets hot in the summer, the horses like to do what to cool off? 
Swim out to the spartina islands   hang around the interior of the island 
 

• Horses at Shackleford Banks can drink salt water. 
 True    False 
 
• Mares usually only give birth to one foal. 

True    False   
 

• The stallions may think they are in charge, but frequently it’s the females who decide which 
harem to join. 
True    False   

 
• You should keep your dog on a leash at Shackleford Banks because the dog can? 

Scare the horses     chase a foal to death 
 
be killed by a horse protecting itself or foal  all of these 
   

• Horses are used to people, so you can get as close as you want in order to take a picture 
True   False 
 

• If a horse starts to walk away from you, it is telling you you are too close. 
True   False 
 

• If you are charged by a horse in the high brush, you should? 
Run as fast as you can  Move toward or into a bush 
 
Run at the horse       
 

• When you visit Shackleford Banks, remember? 
You are the intruder in the horses’ home  Dog off a leash is a $350 fine for each dog 
 
Take your trash off the island with you  Do not try to touch a horse 
 
     All of these 
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Horse Speak 
Post-Site Visit 

 
Description: 
Using what they have learned about horse behavior, students will examine several images of horses and match 
those animals with the behavior they are displaying. 
 
Materials: 
20 Index Cards  
20 Horse picture cards 
Behavior Answer Key 
Student Page 
 
Directions: Time involved = approximately 60 minutes 

1. Print out two copies of the horse behavior cards 
2. Cut out one copy of the cards to be used by the students.  Keep the other copy as the answer key. 

• Make sure that the picture is not attached to the text (it gives away the answer) 
3. Make two index cards for each behavior. 

• Finding/Digging for Water, Foraging for Food, Relaxing, Scratching an Itch, Protecting a Foal, 
Standing Guard, Stallion Checking Out a Stranger, Stallion Herding Mare, Stallions Challenging 
Each Other, Stallions Fighting 

4. Break the class up into 2 teams.  Divide each team into 2 groups. 
(These are names of actual Shackleford horses.) 

• Team Daisy is made up of  
- Group Togo (10 pictures) 
- Group Tooba (10 behavior cards) 

• Team Darcy is made up of  
- Group Sacajawea (10 pictures) 
- Group Salsa (10 behavior cards) 

5. Teams should gather on opposite sides of the room. 
6. Each group should receive the envelope marked with their group name. 

• Each envelope will have either be pictures of horses or descriptions of horse behaviors. 
• There will be 10 sets of 2 cards each in each team. 

7. In five minutes, each team should match their horse descriptions with horse pictures. 
• Use what has been learned in the previous reading and discussion days. 

8. There will only be one horse card for each behavior card. 
9. Work as quietly as possible to avoid letting the other team know what cards they have. 

• Pictures and descriptions should not be shared outside of the team.  This is a competition! 
10. When the time is up, the matches will be checked by the teacher.  
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11. After the matches are confirmed, teams should divide their sets (a picture and its matching description) 
among their team members. 

12. Each team member will have one set to act out for the opposing team.  
• If other team members are needed to act out the behavior, find someone to help and discuss 

his/her role in the charade.  
13. The opposing team must guess the behavior acted out.  

• For example: the behavior ‘horse on guard’ is matched with a picture of a stallion standing on 
top of a dune and looking into the distance.  

• The student with these cards will pretend he/she is a horse standing guard and looking into the 
distance. Horse noises can be made, however no human speech is allowed!  

• The opposing team must guess what behavior the student is acting.  
14. Each team will start out with 10 points on the board. The teacher keeps the score. 
15. The opposing team will have 2 minutes to guess each behavior.  
16. Team Daisy will be the first team to act out a behavior. Team Darcy will be the first team guessing what 

behavior is being acted out.  
17. Each team will get 2 attempts

• If they guess correctly, the team will get 2 points. 
 to guess the correct behavior. 

• If they do not get the correct answer before time is up or they get two wrong guesses, the team 
loses 1 point for each incorrect guess. 

18. After Team Darcy either guesses the correct behavior or time runs out, Team Daisy will have a chance 
to guess one of Team Darcy’s behaviors. 

19. The teams will switch between guessing and acting out behaviors until they are both out of cards. 
20. The team with the most points at the end wins. 

 
Questions: Time involved = approx. 15 minutes 

• How did you determine which behavior matched a picture? 

o Did you look at the eyes? Ears? Legs? Back? Neck? 

o How did the horses muscles affect what mood you thought the horse was in? 

• What actions (movements, facial expressions) did you use to act out the behaviors? 

• How did the indicators you used to identify the picture compare with the actions you used to act out the 

behavior? 

o Were they similar or different? 

• How can you use your knowledge of horse behaviors to SAFELY approach wild horses like those on 

Shackleford Banks? 
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Horse Speak 
Students’ Page 

 
Description: 
Using what you have learned about horse behavior, you will examine several images of horses and match those 
animals with the behavior they are displaying. 
 
Materials: 
Group Envelopes 
 
Directions:  

1. Split into your teams and groups.   
(These are names of actual Shackleford horses.) 

• Team Daisy is made up of 
- Group Togo (10 pictures) 
- Group Tooba (10 behavior cards) 

• Team Darcy is made up of  
- Group Sacajawea (10 pictures) 
- Group Salsa (10 behavior cards) 

2. Team Daisy should gather on one side of the room and Team Darcy should move to the other. 
3. Each group will receive an envelope with either pictures of horses or descriptions of horse behaviors.   

• Group Tooba and Group Togo will match their cards and pictures together. 
• Group Salsa and Group Sacajawea will match their pictures and cards together. 
• Do Not open the envelope until told to do so. 

4. You will have 5 minutes to match up your cards. 
• There is only one horse card for each behavior card. 
• Remember: work as quietly as possible so the other team doesn’t hear your answers. 

5. When you have finished matching your cards, check your answers with the teacher. 
6. Divide up your card pairs (there will be 10 pairs) among your team members. 
7. You will have 5 minutes to discuss how you can act out the behavior on your card. 

• Use other teammates when needed (you can’t guard a foal without a foal). 
8. Each team will start out with 10 points.  The opposing team will have 2 minutes to guess each behavior.  
9. Team Daisy will be the first team to act out a behavior. Team Darcy will be the first team to guess. 
10. Each team will get 2 attempts

• If they guess correctly, the team will get 2 points. 
 to guess the correct behavior. 

• If they do not get the correct answer before time is up or they get two wrong guesses, the team 
loses 1 point for each incorrect guess. 

11. After the first round, Team Daisy will have a chance to guess one of Team Darcy’s behaviors. 
12. The teams will switch between guessing and acting out behaviors until they are both out of cards. 
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Additional Resources: 

 

“Horses of Shackleford Banks” from Cape Lookout N.S. 

 http://www.nps.gov/calo/planyourvisit/upload/horse2004.pdf 

 Park brochure for Pre-Site Activity 

 

The Foundation for Shackleford Horses website 

 http://shacklefordhorses.org/about.htm 

 General information on and a detailed timeline of the herd 

 

The Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks (2007) 

Text by Carmine Prioli, Photographs by Scott Taylor 

 History of the herd and stories on specific horses 

 

“The Wild Horses of Shackleford Banks: an Interview with Dr. Sue Stuska” by Michele King 

 http://network.bestfriends.org/3448/news.aspx 

 Information from Cape Lookout National Seashore’s Equine Biologist 

  

“Equine Expressions: Understanding Your Horse’s Body Language” by Laurel Scott 

 http://equisearch.com/horses_care/health/behavior/understanding_horse_body_language_022409 

 Information on reading visual signals from horses 

 

“Shackleford Banks Horses” from the Library of Congress 

 http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/legacies/NC/200003243.html 

 Short blurb about the herd 
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