




















The National Park Service will establish a monitoring program in coordination
with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and the
Environmental Protection Agency to provide baseline data on water quality of
the monument against which future sampling can be compared.

Fish and Wildiife

The National Park Service is mandated by ANILCA and other laws to protect the
habitat for, and populations of, fish and wildlife within the monument
(ANILCA, Section 201(3) and 16 USC 1). The National Park Service will strive
to maintain the natural abundance, behavior, diversity, and ecological
integrity of native animals as part of their ecosystems. NPS management of
fish and wildlife will generally consist of baseline research and management
of the human uses and activities that affect such populations and their
habitat rather than the direct management of resources.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game, under the constitution, laws, and
regulations of the state of Alaska, is responsible for the management,
protection, maintenance, enhancement, rehabilitation, and extension of the
fish and wildlife resources of the state; in accordance with the state
constitution, the department manages fish and wildlife using the recognized
management principle of sustained yield. MWithin conservation system units,
including the monument, state management of fish and wildlife resources is
required to be consistent with the provisions of ANILCA; therefore, some
aspects of state management may not apply within the monument.

The National Park Service and the state of Alaska will cooperatively manage
the fish and wildlife vresources of the monument. A memorandum of
understanding between the National Park Service and the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game (see appendix B) defines the cooperative management roles of
each agency. The "Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Policy:
State-Federal Relationships" (43 CFR 24) further addresses intergovernmental
cooperation in the protection, use, and management of fish and wildlife
resources. The closely related responsibilities of protecting habitat and
wildlife populations, and of providing for fish and wildlife utilization,
require close cooperation of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the
National Park Service, and all resource users.

Sportfishing and subsistence fishing, hunting, and trapping are allowable
uses in the monument (ANILCA, section 1314 and applicable state law).
Trapping in national park units can only be conducted using implements
designated to entrap animals, as specified in 36 CFR 1.4 and 13.1(u). ANILCA
requires that such harvest activities remain consistent with maintenance of
natural and healthy populations in the monument (ANILCA, section 815 1 ).

Congress recognized that programs for the management of healthy populations
may differ between the National Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service because of differences in each agency's management policies and legal
authorities; therefore "the policies and legal authorities of the managing
agencies will determine the nature and degree of management programs
affecting ecological relationships, population dynamics, and manipulation of
the components of the ecosystem.” (Senate Report 96-413, p. 233.)
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Pack Animals. One change is proposed in existing regulations. Animals that
can be used for transportation in the monument will be Timited to dogs. Sled
dogs have been used for transportation for many years in the monument,
whereas pack and saddle stock, such as horses, mules and 1lamas, have not
been used. Detrimental impacts associated with regular use of pack and
saddle stock in other park areas have included soil compaction, denudation of
vegetative cover, erosion, excrement deposition, and the introduction of
exotic plants and diseases. Since the monument was established (in part) to
maintain its environmental integrity, it is inappropriate to subject the
monument to such possible impacts. Therefore, the National Park Service
proposes to permanently close the monument to all other pack or saddle
animals.

This closure is proposed, but not implemented, in this general management
plan. Any proposed closure can be implemented only after following the
closure procedures contained in federal regulations (36 CFR 13.30 and 43 CFR
36.11(h)). Complete analyses of proposals will be developed before
initiating closure proceedings. Closure proposals may require revision
before initiation of closure proceedings if more detailed information
indicates that different measures (for example, less than unit-wide closures)
are required to remedy resource problems.

Rights-of-Way. Revised Statute 2477 (formally codified at 43 Usc 932 and
enacted in 1866) provides that: "The right-of-way for the construction of
highways over public lands, not reserved for public uses, is hereby granted."
The act was repealed by Public Law 94-579 as of October 21, 1976, subject to
valid existing claims.

The monument 1is subject to valid existing rights, including rights-of-way
established under RS 2477. The validity of these rights-of-way will be
determined on a case-by-case basis. One right-of-way that the state contends
may be valid under RS 2477 is #21, the Coastal Winter Trail.

A map illustrating the location of the Coastal Winter Trail is found in
appendix G. This 1list and map are not necessarily all-inclusive. Private
parties or the state of Alaska may identify and seek recognition of
additional RS 2477 rights-of-way within the monument. Supporting material
regarding potential rights-of-way identified by the state may be obtained
through the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities or the
Alaska Department of Natural Resources.

Identification of the potential right-of-way listed above and the map in
appendix G does not establish the validity of these RS 2477 rights-of-way and
does not provide the public the right to travel over them. The use of off-
road vehicles in locations other than established roads or designated routes
in units of the national park system is prohibited (EOs 11644 and 11989 and
43 CFR 36.11(g)). Identification of possible rights-of-way does not
constitute the designation of routes for off-road vehicle use.

ANCSA 17(b) Easements. Campsite and linear access easements may be reserved
on native corporation lands that are within or adjoin the monument, as
authorized by section 17(b) of ANCSA. The National Park Service will be
responsible for the management of these public access easements inside the
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