











The traditional lifestyles of the Inupiaq remained fairly stable until about
1850. Russian trade goods had reached northwest Alaska during the 18th
century through trade with Siberian peoples across the Bering Strait, but
these goods had not significantly affected local people. Eskimo culture
began to change significantly in response to outside contact after 1850.

In the late 1800s, when contacts with the outside world were significant, the
fur trade expanded in economic importance and the use of sophisticated
dogsledding methods became common. These concurrent developments allowed
greater mobility and resulted in people spreading out over larger areas in
winter and abandoning many of the larger villages. It was not until schools,
post offices, and trading posts were set up around 1900 that large villages
were again established (Anderson 1981:57).

Because of the national and international significance of prehistoric sites
in Cape Krusenstern National Monument, in 1973 the monument area was
designated as a national historic landmark and as a national archeological
district on the National Register of Historic Places. (It should be noted
that the landmark and district boundaries encompass an area much larger than
that of the monument.) The monument has also been entered on the list of
potential World Heritage nominations and could be only the second U.S.
national park on the world cultural list (see Cultural Resources map).

Within the boundaries of the monument, 16 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
(ANCSA) 14(h)(1) sites (native cemetery and historic sites) have been
identified and selected by NANA (see Cultural Resources map).

The core of the archeologic district lies in the monument at Cape Krusenstern
where the complex of approximately 114 marine beach ridges occurs. These
beach ridges run roughly east-west, parallel to the present shoreline. They
are composed of alluvium, are only about 10 feet above sea level, extend from
1-1/2 to 3 miles toward the sea, and are about 9 miles long. These beach
ridges, formed of gravel deposited by major storms and regular wind and wave
action, record in horizontal succession the major cultural periods of the
Arctic over the last 4,500 years. The prehistoric inhabitants of northwest
Alaska occupied the cape seasonally to hunt marine mammals, especially
seals. As new beach ridges were formed, camps were made on the ridges
closest to the water. Thus, over the centuries, a chronological "horizontal
stratigraphy" was laid down in which the oldest cultural remains are found on
the fossil beach ridges furthest from the ocean, with more recent remains and
modern camps found on beach ridges closer to the water. The discoveries made
at Cape Krusenstern, especially when used in conjunction with those at Onion
Portage in Kobuk Valley National Park, provide a definite, datable outline of
cultural succession and development in northwest Alaska.

The present coastline in the monument is the center of subsistence activities
of present-day users from Kotzebue, Noatak, Kivalina, and the general area
around the monument. Immediately behind the active shoreline at Cape
Krusenstern, the first eight beach ridges contain evidence of the presence of
modern to late prehistoric Inupiaq, dating back to about 600 years ago.
Beaches 9 through 44, dating from about 1,000 to 2,400 years ago, contain in
sequence, remains of campsites, house ruins, and artifacts of the Western
Thule, Birnirk, Ipiutak, and Norton cultures. The Birnirk and Western Thule
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