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ABOUT THE UHLS 

William R. “Bob” Kalluchuq Uhl was born 
January 4, 1927 in Sacramento, California. 
His first introduction to northwest Alaska 
was in February of 1948 as a member of the 
US Military.  While stationed in Kotzebue, 
he met and married Carrie Williams. His 
marriage to Carrie and a growing 
disillusionment with the state of affairs in the 
Lower 48 lead to his decision to establish a 
life in northwest Alaska. 

Carrie Williams Qisiliaq Uhl was born on November 30, 1922 in Kotzebue, Alaska, 
to Whittier Kalluchuq and Edna Napaktuq Williams.  For most of her lifetime she has 
lived in the country, away from town and any public services, such as running water 
or electricity (although her family did spend some time in Kotzebue while the 
children attended school).  Her family led a very subsistence-based lifestyle which 
meant that they depended on hunting, fishing, and gathering to provide food for 
themselves and their extended family. Carrie’s father was the first Alaska Native 
pastor at the Friends Church in Kotzebue. In fact, Carrie was named after Carrie 
Samms, an early Friends Church missionary to the region. 

For over five decades, Bob and Carrie have lived in rural camps.  Summertimes 
were spent in a tent (and later in a tiny cabin) on the beach at Sisualik, where they 
were able to fish and to hunt marine mammals.  In the wintertime, they moved 
inland to a more sheltered cabin where trees provided wood for heat, a stream 
running under the winter ice provided water, and moose and caribou provided food. 
These camps were present long before Congress established Cape Krusenstern 
National Monument through the passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act of 1980.   

Since its inception, Carrie, Bob and other local residents have been gracious 
neighbors to the National Park, its visitors and staff.  They and others have openly 
shared stories, wisdom, insights, and food with those interested in learning about 
their lifestyles and homelands.  In fact, Bob and Carrie authored Tagiumsinaaqmiit: 
Ocean Beach Dwellers of the Cape Krusenstern Area: Subsistence Patterns in 
1977, a publication which has aided the National Park Service in the planning and 
management of the monument. 

Where historically many families lived year round at Sisualik and Sealing Point, 
today only the Williams camp (Carrie’s nephews) is occupied in winter.  As times 
have changed, families still maintain summer camps on the Krusenstern beach, but 
almost all reside in Kotzebue or other villages, taking advantage of educational, 
employment and other opportunities.  Carrie and Bob represent the last family 
maintaining their historical year round lifestyle within what is now Cape Krusenstern 
National Monument. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

ABOUT THIS SET OF JOURNALS 

Bob and Carrie Uhl have maintained a subsistence lifestyle at Cape Krusenstern for 
54 years – beginning well before the establishment of Cape Krusenstern National 
Monument in 1980. In fact, they are the last full time residents of the Monument.  

Bob has kept a daily journal of resource observations of the Cape Krusenstern area 
and its resources since April of 1990. Bob has generously given permission for the 
National Park Service to edit and publish his journals for library use in order to better 
share this invaluable insight into a vanishing lifestyle. 

Bob Uhl’s diaries provide an invaluable `window` into a vanishing culture. They also 
provide a daily, ten year record or resource observations made by a keen 
`naturalist` who has spent 54 years observing and documenting the natural 
processes of the monument and the subsistence practices of the resident Inupiaq 
people. 

The National Park Service is indeed fortunate to have access to this historic record 
and is pleased to be able to share it with a broader audience through publication.  
The information in the journals will be of value to students of natural and cultural 
history, as well as of general interest. 

This set consists of the first 10 years of his journal entries: 1990 through 1999.  The 
National Park Service is in the process of editing entries for the years 2000 through 
2004. 

Various factors lead to the Uhls moving into Kotzebue for several months during the 
winter of 2003-2004. By June, 2004, they had returned to their coastal summer 
camp. Many people were pleased once again to hear Carrie back on the CB, 
greeting her friends and neighbors each morning and evening. 
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Monthly Report 

MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 


JANUARY 


Introduction 

Couldn't help but smile at fickleness of basic humanity as I leafed through the daily 
journal for January in preparation to do this summary. Exactly half of January, 1993 
we complained of the "unseasonable" mildness of temperature and lack of visibility 
due falling, blowing and drifting snow and never a sign of the sun which we watch 
very closely (to see if it really is going to come back again) at this season. Then in 
mid-month the pendulum swung back and we had lots of sun, lots of visibility, no 
blowing or new snow and Oh boy, talk about complaints! Alapaa!! Cold 
temperatures! Thirteen days when the daily low temperature was -40 F or more 
culminating at the end of the month with three days of broken low records and 
possibly some localities in the region with all time January lows. 

It may seem strange in the face of all this extreme to say that, over time, it is typical 
in this region to carry on in this fashion. It is typical of January and the extremes of 
this January 1993 just very boldly demonstrate that the month represents a transition 
time between dark, stormy, and sometimes wet weather, and the bright, cold, 
completely white, frozen landscape of Arctic winter. November and December can 
be seen as dark and somber. February and March as blinding winter white-without 
relief. January is a bit of both. These descriptions are more related to human 
psychological perspectives. So went January 1993. Typical, but a little more than 
real life size. 

The high temperature of the month was on the seventh at 33º F. The low for the 
month was on the thirty-first at –58º F. Several blizzard- force windy days occurred 
in the first half of the month. The strongest wind was on the tenth at 55 knots from 
the east. Starting on January 23, temperatures in the fifty below range continued 
through the 31st except for two days in the upper –40’s. The –58º F on January 31 
may be an all time January low for our location. 

There was quite a lot of fresh snow during the warm first half of the month and the 
strong easterly winds built most of it into EW snow banks that are normal for this 
region. Snow cover is moderate, approaching excessive. Distribution of snow is very 
uneven because of numerous excessive high velocity east winds. Draws, creeks, 
depressions and obstacles that hold large drifts have all the snow; open flats, tundra, 
lake and lagoon ice, though mostly snow-covered, are quite thinly coated. Glare ice 
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January 

or snow free ground is quite rare due to mild temperatures during some periods of 
new snow fall. 

Surface traveling conditions had gotten very good by month's end in most parts of 
the region. As weather moderates and days continue to lengthen, conditions for 
hunting wolf and wolverine by snow machine will be great where those animals are 
present. Weather permitting, February and March may bring considerable activity in 
those pursuits. 

The calm intense cold of the second half of the month is ocean ice building time. 
Heavy ocean ice is generally a condition much appreciated by marine mammal 
hunting communities and individuals who make use of the great saltwater hunting 
ground. 

On the Journal page for the 16th the comment was made (with the daily low at a –41º 
F): “We are in the third day of a cold spell, wonder how long it will last.” Now we 
know, at least for January. On the last day the temperature was a –58º F and the 
“cold spell” had been continuous from the sixteenth. As a matter of balance it needs 
to be reported that three days – January 11, 12 and 13 -  broke record high 
temperatures for the dates at Kotzebue Weather Station. 

Wildlife 

January 1993 has tested living creatures in the area, what there are of them. We 
continue a trend from some years back of low or absent populations of some of the 
higher creatures that have sustaining habitat here but for one reason or another are 
sparsely represented this winter. On this list would be Varying Hare (Snowshoe 
Hare), Arctic Hare (Jackrabbit), White Fox, Lynx, Red Squirrel, Caribou, Snowy 
Owl, Horned Owl, Gyrfalcon, Spruce Grouse, Wolverine, and Wolf. Since creatures 
on this list have, in the historic past, been quite numerous in this region in some 
years, their absence or scarcity here this January is especially obvious. A clean sheet 
of fresh snow over very large plots of land can go for days without being disturbed 
by creature movement across its surface. Those creatures blessed with longevity and 
memory find this January landscape very unmarked and lonesome. The rather heavy 
snow falls and drifting of the first half of the month would have greatly concentrated 
hares, as willows were covered; the constant trail making and cratering by caribou 
would have given some areas a totally different appearance during the calm cold 
time of the second half of the month. 

The creatures we do have this January are generally in such small numbers that we 
don't have much chance to read the effect extreme weather conditions might have 
had on them. We have had a persistent few rather large flocks of White-winged 
Crossbills and redpolls. In past years, when these species were much more abundant, 

5  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monthly Report 

it was noted that crossbills in particular were often blown away from sheltered 
habitat by strong and cold winds with poor visibility and would perish, often far 
away from the tree line, on the coast or over sea ice. Some of January's weather was 
extreme enough to cause that but we have had no hint yet of anything like that this 
year. There was some freezing drizzle in a couple of storms that for a time sealed off 
access to the seeds in some spruce cones, but not all. The same conditions can render 
willow twigs and buds unusable by ptarmigan, but their population has been so light 
here through January that that couldn't have been a problem this year either. 

At least two moose taken in January in the area had abundant fat reserves for the age 
and sex that they were. So even though snow is piling up it has not yet become a 
critical factor for the species. 

Creatures that live under the snow have apparently done well. Red-backed Vole 
populations are still high, and though wind dug into the snow cover in some tundra 
areas, in most places there are probably sheltering snowbanks for those creatures that 
live in the relative warmth of their subnivian nests and tunnels. The extreme record 
temperatures at the end of the month were accompanied by much noisy ground ice 
and snowbank cracking. It is not known what effect this phenomena has on ground-
surface dwellers. It certainly opens up some previously insulated areas to extreme – 
50º F temperatures. These record and extended cold periods will make life tougher 
for Land Otter and Mink as they depend of access to water habitat for warmth and 
food. 

In summary, the extreme weather conditions of January 1993 could have been tough 
on some species. There is as yet no discovery of actual weather-caused mortality, 
though it is recognized that the potential was there, especially in the very long and 
extreme cold spell late in the month and the blinding poor visibilities of the extreme 
winds early in the month. 

Caribou 

We did not see caribou tracks in all of January. We heard of a small group of five 
that made tracks west of us and a week later tracks of three in the same area. This is 
probably a small group of strays left behind from last fall's migration. Often crippled 
adults and orphaned fawns will form such a group. We heard one other rumor of a 
large group of caribou between us and Port Site. That was a one person story with no 
other hint of confirmation. Fat caribou were reported in the Ambler area on the 
twentieth. 
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January 

Moose 

We had a few moose in the area through January. We know of two killed that were 
in good physical shape, and four others that passed through our tree patch from time 
to time. They are two large bulls that travel together and have been around since fall, 
and a small cow with a large calf. The latter may have stayed down on the thicker 
willow patches of the lakes until January, when they found their willow patches 
giving out and consequently moved back up toward timbered areas. 

Snow is deep and some drifted-in areas give trouble to moose movement, but they 
seem to be doing well in this area yet. 

See Journal entry of January 16 with respect to moose as a species. 

Bear 

No brown bear or polar bear stories - yet. 

Sheep 

No news. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

No activity. Weather- and lead-wise there has been no opportunity for hunters to be 
out. Also, there may not be many active winter seal hunters in the area anymore. 

Small Mammals 

At least two locations have been noted that have active Red Squirrels in January. 
There seems number loss in this species again over last year. Since there are some 
left, it would seem the stage is set for their population to increase rapidly with this 
coming season. Spruce cones are probably useable by squirrels beyond the one year 
they are produced. Nature has done it again. What a super abundance of a good, if 
small, food source. 
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Monthly Report 

Red-backed Voles are still in good supply around camp. 

Least and Short-tailed Weasels are around but not plentiful. Maybe hunting is so 
good for them that they don't travel much this month. 

Furbearers 

Land Otter tracks, sometimes one animal sometimes three, pass through the creek 
every week or ten days. Sign of Mink, probably only two animals, show 
occasionally. 

Red Fox sign was sparse through January and the only White Fox of note looked in 
the window and scratched, waking the Sisualik house resident in the middle of the 
night. The last half of January was “White Fox weather,” that is, calm and cold, so 
ocean-going foxes easily find their way to land. With no active trappers and no giant 
food source (such as a dead whale), an Arctic Fox can only call attention to himself 
by peering in windows in the middle of the night, stretching. 

No local Wolf or Wolverine tracks noted in January. 

Birds 

After scheduling and canceling our CBC several times in December and 
disappointing the willing hands in Kotzebue, we had to do it on the very last day 
possible (Jan.3) with what crew we could muster. Peter Robb, Carrie, and I covered 
as much as we could. The birds cooperated in a remarkable way by doing an 
unprecedented “fly by” while the three of us were outdoors in camp. We managed to 
record a respectable 11 species and 71 individuals. The numbers proved a bit better 
than the revitalized Denali count, which made us feel good for the effort. See Journal 
entry of January 3 for a few more details. 

Also in the Journal, on the page for the twenty-second, is a run down on two 
monsters that stalk the land during this month. It was on this same date that we last 
saw our friendly little Black-capped Chickadee. We don't usually have this species in 
our camp flock and enjoyed his friendly company regularly for more than a month. 
Don't know whether he just got fat and left or if he fed the Hawk Owl that came by 
once a week all month, or whether the second monster, intense cold, got him. We 
miss him. Two Boreal Chickadees made it through month's end, one of which is the 
“in house bird.” 

Only a few Willow Ptarmigan were around through January. One flock of near 
twenty was seen occasionally. 
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January 

Mixed flocks of White-winged Crossbills and redpolls come by regularly but maybe 
only one or two flocks of 20 to 60 that make a daily circuit through out trees. 

The only raptor seen through the month was the Hawk Owl that is overwintering in 
the vicinity. We see him once or twice a week always with quite a retinue of 
redpolls. Don't know how he ever eats with that crowd around. 

A couple of white-headed, white-backed buntings in a small flock of buntings 
located in Sisualik’s “Elymus patch” on CBC day were likely male adult 
McKay’sBuntings. It is possible the rest of the flock were also McKay’s, but just as 
likely that they were Snow Buntings, due to the difficulty of  identifying winter 
female and subadult birds of these species. It at least gives another observations of 
McKay's in this northerly edge of their winter range. Hopefully we may get a group 
of observers to see if we can get further information on these two closely related 
species. 

Plants 

Two bull moose and a cow and calf moose again were seeking out shrub Betula and 
“cratering” to reach snow-covered shrubs of this species. 

Many sapling White Spruce are bent over to the ground by extreme drift of sticky 
fresh powder snow during the rough weather of the first half January. Many of these 
won't recover. Along with Varying Hare highs and Porcupine damage leading to 
Spruce Beetle infestation, this uneven snow deposit is deadly to spruce in small plots 
or copses surrounded by open country. 

Fish 

No fish news on the Monument for January, only thoughts directed that way as days 
get longer and the sun higher at month’s end. There is the everlasting memory of a 
good catch of Shee and Pike, once, years ago with a good partner during the last 
week of January. There will be some activity in this line begun in February, if the 
weather moderates. 

People 

Four camps remained occupied through January on the Monument. The three on the 
ocean beach of Sisualik had tough living conditions for the month of January. Just 
survival is quite an accomplishment. 
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Monthly Report 

Check Journal entry of January 14 for some revealed feelings of a Monument 
resident. 

There was a near tragedy on New Year's Eve when three snow machines got stuck in 
deep overflow just out of Kotzebue on their way home from visiting Sisualik. The 
weather was quite mild but they got pretty wet and exhausted before they reached 
shelter. 

Our propane stove ceased to function on the twenty-seventh when low temperatures 
reached –52º F. It didn't return to service until a slight warming on February 3. We 
had our winter cold spell! Woodstove and a Coleman pressure appliance hunting 
stove filled in to make life and diet tolerable in the interim. 

Some coastal travel to or from Kivalina continued through the month in spite of bad 
weather. A couple of “overdue” incidents occurred but the missing persons were 
either found quickly or found shelter till they could be traced down. 

Very little recreational or hunting travel or wood-hauling occurred during the month, 
though two moose were known to be taken. 

Some hauling of salmon from the Hatchery down this way by dog team owners took 
place, and kept a functioning trail open between here and there, and of course 
connecting to Sisualik and Kotzebue. This is again a demonstration of how easily 
winter trails connecting distant points can unexpectedly come into being. 

Our coldest town trip during January was on the twentieth with the low at a –45º F 
and the high at –20º F. We did one more at a –40º F but skipped the week of -50's 
and chill factor times of –90º F. Maybe next month will be a little softer living. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

FEBRUARY 

Introduction 

February, the year's shortest month, contained, this year, a very short intense cold 
spell, possibly hazardous to Groundhogs if they decided to do the shadow thing. 
Quite remarkably, except for the first four days, the temperature didn't drop to even 
20 below again throughout the month. 

Minus 58 degrees on the first and a minus 56 degrees on the second is what our local 
Hoary Marmots faced. Even if their action was delayed till the warmest part of the 
day, it was a cold sun at –41º F. It would have caused a show though. 

February is often like it was this year: a milder month of sunshine after the darkness, 
storm, and cold of December and January. It can be an interlude before the west 
winds of March turn that bright month into misery with too much wind and cold out 
of Siberia. March can be pleasant too, especially in a year like this, when storms, 
winds, and cold have been extreme early in the winter. We'll hope for that, but 
regardless of how the weather turns out, March means a deep facial tan for all those 
that play outdoors for some of every day. Surface travelers and hunters stand out 
quite dramatically from their less active fellow citizens by the relative deepness of 
their skin color. 

In contrast to Groundhog Day, the temperature rose to 34º on Valentine's Day, and 
the day after that warmth was brought to us, in the beginning by 40 knot easterly 
winds recorded on the eighth. Generally, winds were easterly this month and quite 
strong, with intervals of light wind or no wind in between. 

All this relatively moderate weather brought together circumstances for the greatest 
Common Ringed Seal hunt and catch out of Kotzebue for many years. More details 
are in the Journal. 

Ice was found to be a little less than 4 feet thick on the Noatak River at Amaktut on 
the seventeenth. 

The Ringed Seal hunt and the long range caribou hunt effort by Kivalina and Noatak 
to the Buckland area are the first two major gathering events of the new subsistence 
year. Considerable Kivalina trail traffic through the Monument was noted through 
the month. 
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Monthly Report 

An “ice road” to Noatak was noted in place on the nineteenth and past the Hatchery 
by the twenty-third. It was made to get heavy airport construction equipment to 
Noatak Village. 

There was not a lot of new snow gained in the month, but what did fall was 
distributed similarly to earlier in the winter due to continued east winds. 

We are a bit above “normal” in our winter snow coverage, but much of the tundra in 
some locations remains nearly blown free of snow. Stream courses and any other low 
or depressed ground areas are well leveled off and cross country travel has gotten to 
be near perfect. This will have meaning for Wolverine and Wolf hunters across the 
region. 

Wildlife 

The extreme cold of the first few days of the month were the tail end of a long 
extended cold period during the second half of January. Because of the long 
extended period and the severity of the last few days (-58º F, -56º F), any creature 
that was not in real good condition at the beginning would have trouble surviving the 
cold weather stress. Red-backed vole sign was noted to be coming very much less 
than earlier in the winter and fall. No other indications were forthcoming. The mild 
weather of the rest of the month would be a joy of living to those that have survived 
to this point in time. 

Caribou 

The biggest caribou news for the month is from other places. Or rather, how people 
from this area have opted to travel the great distance to the northernmost edge of the 
over-wintering Western Arctic Caribou Herd in the Buckland-Selawik area. Hunters 
from Noatak and Kivalina, as well as Kotzebue, have made the successful trip this 
month. This extra expense and distant travel emphasize the high value that people 
who live in the area place on fresh caribou meat. Moose are numerous and easily 
available near Noatak, as well as being legal game, and many still have freezer-
stored caribou meat from last fall. Money is not scarce for many in the region, too, 
and stores are pretty well stocked with most types of stored meat - though expensive. 
Fresh caribou meat from that distance also becomes quite expensive. It is just that in 
the minds of many residents there is just no substitute for good, fat, fresh killed 
caribou meat after Christmas. Soup or stew is by far the preferred method of 
preparation and anyone who has experienced the food will agree that moose or last 
fall caribou cannot be a substitute. Freshly butchered reindeer would be acceptable. 
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February 

There was rumor of a few caribou on the Monument in mid-month and later on a 
catch of two by a traveler. Through the whole length of coastal hills, his report is that 
was all that he saw. 

On the twenty-seventh, a “good bunch” went through Ivik from the south. A couple 
may have been taken. (Ivik is the N shore of Kobuk Lake.) 

Moose 

Kind of an erratic month for moose. We have had reports of a couple killed by 
hunters (season is still open). A rather heavy concentration on the main river stem 
from the Hatchery to and past the village, where large willows mixed with trees have 
not drifted over. One report from Sisualik spoke of a moose coming onto the beach 
off the ocean ice from the direction of open water. One small bull has spent nearly 
the whole month in our tree patch, moving very little except to break trail from the 
tree he lays under in the sun to feed patch. 

One new wrinkle is that there are no moose on the lower Noatak this February, 
where there had also been a concentration the last two winters. 

As the month ended, our snow cover, though probably more than usual for February, 
was not a lot over the norm. In areas we visited moose did not seem to be short of 
feed or having to work too hard to get it. In some places snowbanks had formed on 
the east side of thick willowed draws that actually allow easier access to juicy tip-top 
willow twigs, as the snowbanks support the weight of moose. Within the sheltered 
areas of our tree patch, a lot of “pawing” or breaking down of snow covering the 
short, thick, stubby willow species they seem to have a liking for. This willow seems 
second only to felt-leafed as a preferred food species by local animals. 

There have been no stories circulating the grapevine this month in reference to 
starving moose, very much unlike the winter of '90-'91. 

Bear 

There was a report of a brown bear out walking around on the Buckland trail during 
the cold weather spell of late January/early February. There was a lot of ground-ice 
cracking during this time. Probably very frightening if the crack actually passes 
through your hibernating den. The sound is very loud and extensive, much like a 
"sonic boom." This probably could get a bear out of his den. The temperatures at that 
time, in the minus 50's, would not make him want to stay out. To survive he had a 
couple of options: return to the den or burrow into a snowbank, of which there are 
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Monthly Report 

many suitable for that purpose. Young bears have been known to use snowbank dens 
through the whole winter. We did not hear any further news of this particular bear. 

Sheep 

No sheep reports. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals  

Winter hunting of common ringed seal during the era before snow machines was 
practiced by most every family in Kotzebue that had a dog team, when conditions 
were right. The benefits were great, though the risks were considerable. “Right 
conditions” were exactly what we had this mid-February. A long cold spell to make a 
firm ice edge and then when offshore winds strong enough to open a lead. Usually 
the strong winds that open the lead in this area bring mild weather which allows a 
lead to stay open for many days. This wind came on February 8. A first hunting team 
tried to go out on the ninth, but found so much rough ice several miles from open 
edge from prior strong SW winds that they didn't reach open water. Winds blew 
some more and temps moderated further and stayed mild. The bad trail reported by 
the first folks probably caused the long delay in further attempts. On the nineteenth, 
an old timer who knows the ocean well made his way out to the open edge and found 
seals very plentiful and tame. He is said to have taken twenty-eight, which is some 
catch for a winter seal hunter and maybe his record of a lifetime. Ringed seals are at 
the peak of their physical condition this month and a female, which give birth next 
month, is a prized catch, since the large unborn pup has thick, luxurious white fur 
and is large enough and strong enough to be skinned and used. It may be the most 
beautiful of Arctic skins. Blubber is at peak thickness and meat is at its best. The 
liver of the ringed seal at this season is probably the best of all livers for those that 
like fried, frozen or lightly boiled (blanched) liver. Highly nutritious too! 

Five or six seals is a good sled load at this time of year. This lucky hunter had 
several trips to make and of course he sought help. 

Needless to say, word of this great catch got around the town that night and the next 
three or four days saw more activity on the ocean than there had been this month for 
many, many years. No hunter equaled the first day's catch because conditions were 
never quite that perfect. But seals were taken, and many pots throughout the NANA 
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February 

Region will be giving off the fragrant steam characteristic of fresh boiled seal meat; 
and many houses will have a plastic bucket filled with blubber, inside by the stove, 
to slowly render the real life blood of the Arctic, seal oil. 

The successful hunters well know that at this season, seal meat and especially seal 
blubber is nearly worth its weight in gold at inland villages. 

N and especially NW winds shut down this activity after a few days as weather grew 
colder and winds closed up the lead or spoiled the edge. 

There is an interesting lesson here. Though some “subsistence activities” seem to 
fade away and become only a part of the past, it very often takes only ideal 
conditions and abundant favorite resource to quickly bring back into play technology 
and techniques that have been long dormant. 

Small Mammals 

On the 11th, with the mild weather, our lone local red squirrel made a visit to the 
house clearing. His first since last fall. He didn't stay long and I didn't get a chance to 
interview him, to see what he thought of the bumper crop of white spruce cone seeds, 
which were all over the snow surface. He does not even have to peel a cone, just 
gobble up the sweet little nuts from small depressions in the snow where they are 
windowed. 

Red-backed voles are definitely disappearing around our storage buildings. The 
extreme population high may have run its course. 

Furbearers 

A single land otter seems to have found reason to spend the mid-winter time in and 
out of our poor little creek. I say “poor” because it has very little water at this season. 
It does have some from underground springs, and this year's early snowbanks have 
kept it unfrozen way under there, where surface air temperatures have no meaning at 
this point in time for him. Small pools thick with young sculpins probably form most 
of his diet. His overland tracks showed up, as if by magic, once or twice a week 
through February. 

A few red fox and at least one white fox were seen through the month. The red fox 
mating season gets underway the last of this month. 

No wolf or wolverine tracks were noted. 
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Monthly Report 

Birds 

On the fifth three gray jays descended on the camp and began to eat everything in 
sight. We thought they were here to stay, and they were the first of the winter to 
really get down to doing what gray jays are best at doing. After a half hour the hawk 
owl showed up and they all went off down the tree corridor screening and scolding. 

It wasn't until the 16th that we could really say we had camp gray jays again. For the 
rest of the month the three were around pretty consistently and every day there was 
interaction with Hawk Owl. It has come to seem more of a game as they change 
about, as to who should chase whom. It's probably a deadly game though, where it 
don't pay to make a slip. 

Finally caught two willow ptarmigan on the 26th. The first we have eaten all winter. 
They have been and remain quite scarce. Both of these birds had back patches of half 
stage re-grown feathers, which may mean there were hard times in the warm, 
freezing-rain periods of January. Feather patches could have been lost by being stuck 
to snow house during night sleeping, when a sudden freeze after rain would cause 
feathers to be pulled when bird took off. 

Good mixed flocks of redpolls and white-winged crossbills, twenty to thirty (more 
redpolls than crossbills), around everyday through the month working the cones. 
They seem to be increasing through the month. 

Only two boreal chickadees come each day to the suet. One is the "house bird" but 
since mid-month doesn't come in anymore and their visits to the camp get shorter 
each day. Don't know why but they follow a pattern of chickadees over the years. 

No "new birds" for this month except the jays. No raptors except hawk owl, and his 
mate hasn't shown up yet. No woodpeckers. 

Plants 

The warm mid-month weather, firm snow surface, dry air and midday sun brought 
down rain of winged white spruce seeds. They were so thick that the snow surface 
began to take on the tan tint of the seed color. The number of potential white spruce 
trees is truly astronomical and then some. 

The food source for various small stomachs is also quite mind- boggling. The 
absence or scarcity of seed for a few years and then this tremendous windfall is a 
kind of characteristic of the far north, or at least it is so much more obvious here. It 
goes from nothing to uncountable multitudes. Many northern species come to mind 
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February 

following the same pattern:  caribou, arctic cod, “broadcast” spawning sheefish, red-
backed voles, snowshoe hares, and mosquitoes. All are prone to this boom or bust 
syndrome. I guess the most remarkable thing is that out of the chaos there is enough 
balance that we continue to have the species. So it is a year of white spruce seeding 
and a few will undoubtedly become 200-300 year old trees, What a thought! 

Willow patches are disappearing rapidly again at each new large or small snow 
storm. Some large areas like the East Noatak Flats area are becoming quite white as 
the “Sea of Snow” becomes deeper. 

Fish 

The first “new fish” of the year for us were taken on the 19th at Amaktut (Noatak 
lower canyon). Under four feet of ice, nine burbot and one small sheefish were taken. 
There area few more details in the Journal for that date. 

Rumor has it that a few fish have been taken on Kobuk Lake but no major catches 
have been reported for the month. 

Arctic lamprey young were again found in stomachs of burbot and in the small 
Sheefish from Amaktut. The part that the lamprey plays in the fish world of this 
region is quite unknown and each new observation can be breaking new ground. I 
have not seen before, nor heard of shee feeding on lamprey. 

People 

Coastal travel through Krusenstern between Kotzebue and Kivalina-Point Hope 
increased during the month due to long daylight and mild weather, as well as a good 
snow surface trail. Offshore, ocean ice travel jumped dramatically in the third week 
of the month, due to open lead seal hunting activities from one to ten miles offshore 
of Krusenstern beaches. 

Four camps continued to be winter occupied within Krusenstern boundaries. 

Some travel, use of trail, occurred touching the NE corner of the Monument, as the 
Hatchery finished its frozen salmon pile from last fall's early freeze up. These were 
given to local dog team owners and anyone else that wanted some free. That 
operation closed down around the twenty-second and the pile finished. This was 
quite a windfall to large dog team owners as it came right at a time when natural dog 
feed has become quite scarce, and takes some pressure off of the region's living 
resources this month. Less sheefish, less seals, less caribou, fewer moose will end up 
as dog feed at this critical mid-winter animal food time because of the availability of 
“free for the hauling,” spent chum salmon. 
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Monthly Report 

The sixteenth became the first day when the warmth of the sun could be genuinely 
felt in sheltered places, and black places on trees, mud or plastic bags, actually 
showed a little snow melt from the sun on the edges. A great day and further 
assurance that spring-summer will really come again. It is kind of belated People-
Groundhog Day. 

Our propane stove became functional again on the third after nearly a week of -50º F 
temperatures kept the liquid in the bottle. This is a rather new inconvenience brought 
on by the intense cold monster, proving that even the new technology is not free 
from this very old threat. 

By the 26th the Weather Bureau told us that we had more than 9 ½ hours of sun 
above the horizon. Quite an improvement over December and January. No matter 
what the weather conditions and local environmental inconveniences, the additional 
light and sometimes warmth each day is a welcome God-send.  
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

MARCH 

Introduction 

Isn't it true that on the North American continent March is generally known as a 
windy month? And, especially on the Northwest coast of Alaska north of the Arctic 
Circle, isn't a time of severe winds to be expected? In fact, through the medium of 
oral history, March is known as the month of the year that more people have been 
lost and frozen than in any other month (prior to mechanization). What to say then 
about March 1993 on Cape Krusenstern National Monument, where a 20 knot N-NW 
wind on the 4th was the strongest wind recorded through the month, and on every 
other day the wind was a paltry 18 knots or less? These winds, the strongest of the 
month, are generally seen to be just a “steady breeze” in this windy country. The key 
word then for March 1993 in this area is moderate, very moderate, when compared 
to past March’s. This would apply also to precipitation and temperature. Only two 
days, the 2nd at -31º F and the 6th at -32º F, exceeded the minus 30º F mark. Warm 
temperatures reached a peak of 46º F on the 31st. Most daily temperatures were more 
moderate than the extremes, but on the warm side rather than the cold. 

“Moderate” then is the real key word for March 1993. Very pleasant living 
conditions for most creatures, large or small, that had survived earlier months when 
conditions were anything but moderate. 

There was steady light snow from the 20th to 24th with an accumulation of 5 inches or 
so. This was the only period of significant fresh snow. 

March 1993 was a good lesson for us “worry warts.” We should enjoy the good of 
situations when we have them and not worry over either the oral history or statistics 
of the past. March was good this year! 

Wildlife 

There were some changes this month that are not simple to read but are significant to 
the region. Red-backed voles and their sign disappeared from storage out-buildings 
and any other places where evidence of their activity can be seen under snow cover. 
Our constant companion hawk owl was not seen after the 15th-16th. The two local 
over-wintering bull moose moved away from where they had been regularly noted 
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Monthly Report 

for the last two months. Word of lynx take on the 18th and a first winter sighting of a 
woodpecker were noteworthy surprises. Early sheefishing at Pipe Spit and 
unprecedented instances of Saffron Cod and a salt-brackish water cod (Burbot) many 
miles up the large Noatak River were interesting facts of March 1993. Probably the 
biggest surprise was a probable sighting of a Glaucous Gull on the 30th of March! 
This is an unheard of early date for an early arriving species over land areas. We 
wonder if Jonathan hasn't come looking for us a month too early! 

Caribou 

The only local caribou news is that of people from the northern villages – Noatak, 
Kivalina and Kotzebue – are still going south for caribou hunting in the Buckland-
Selawik area. Some individual animals from there have been in very good and fat 
condition. We have had samples. As the month ended a distant report from the 
Purcell Mountain Hot Springs area indicated that the herds were starting a northward 
move through that area. 

Moose 

We had contact with two “close to camp” adult bull moose during the month, that 
followed two different survival strategies. The one in the spruce tree patch plowed 
through, pawed, and knocked down snow from mostly short growing willow clumps 
for feeding and bedded at the base of a tree, lying in the sun to rest and ruminate. He 
developed a “length of tree patch” (¾ of a mile) escape route through the shallows of 
snow where he could run quite fast. The other took up living out on the tundra, 
where snow is relatively shallow and feed was found on the windswept knolls where 
whole willow and Betula sp. clumps are found. This moose, of course, had no 
protective cover from either wind or predator eyes. He could and did run quite 
swiftly in any direction due to shallow snow, but became quite undisturbed by snow 
machine noise when he found the thing was not going after him. 

During the last few days of the month, while temperatures were unseasonably high, 
both animals moved out of the zones they had regularly been seen in for two months. 

There was said to be some “end of season” moose hunt activity by Kotzebue 
residents at this time of dispersal but we haven't yet run into any evidence that either 
of these two animals were taken. Time may give a better picture of their future 
adventures. There is a little more information in the daily Journal pages. I have not 
been able to see much justification for continuing the legal moose take season into 
February and especially March in this region. 
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Bear 

Strangely enough, with all the mild weather and even unseasonably warm days at the 
end of the month, no mention has surfaced of hibernating bears yet making tracks. It 
seems certain that some would be out, but people have been busy in many other 
directions at many other activities and haven't been out in the mountains much in this 
area. 

Sheep 

No news. The weather of the month would seem to be better for these animals than it 
has been for the past few years. March and early April can be very difficult for 
browsing-grazing animals whose energy fat reserves can be quite low from harsh 
conditions of midwinter. Mild, moderate conditions can be just the thing to get them 
through the winter and into calving time in the best of condition. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

No ice hunting activity is known to have occurred from this region through the 
month. Early intense effort in February with considerable ringed seal take took the 
edge off for the activity in March. Even lead development and potential for hunting 
off Krusenstern was hardly prospected. The emphasis now towards the end of the 
month and early April is on possibilities for beluga and bowheads, and that is 
centered in the Kivalina and Point Hope areas. Both beluga and bowhead presence 
were reported from Point Hope in the last couple of days of the month. 

A tragic result of February seal hunting success seems to have been a case of 
botulism food poisoning in Kotzebue from fermented flippers in a plastic bag. The 
person has recovered to some degree. There is a bit more on this on the Journal entry 
for March 11. 

Small Mammals 

At least two groups of red squirrels were noted on this creek during the month, and 
with the mild days towards the end of the month distance traveling from over
wintering sites were noted. Look for a local population explosion (eruption?) in this 
species with the super- abundance cone year that we have had. 
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Monthly Report 

No hare (rabbit) tracks in this local area. Tracks reported common in the Buckland 
area and though species is unclear, caribou hunters have taken numerous Arctic 
Hares. 

Our plague of red-backed voles in the camp site area has totally ended. There are 
absolutely no tracks left. Numbers were obviously dropping through the month 
before a short-tailed weasel took up residence. Now the voles seem gone, at least in 
this small area. Was surprised to note that the Yukon Delta area had a super vole 
high last summer when missing jaegers. The abundant supply of voles there 
intercepted the bird migration and probably contributed in part to our early fall super 
red-backed vole high. Strange how things work out. So many things go on under our 
very noses and at the time they are happening we are largely unaware. 

Have not seen a single shrew this month or this late winter. 

Furbearers 

A single otter continued to use our creek and a lone mink passed through twice 
during the month. A few red fox continue to make double tracks around the area but 
they are few. Some fox hunting was done in the Buckland area by caribou hunters 
from this side when a limited local market developed in the form of demand for fox 
hats. 

No wolf or wolverine tracks were reported from Krusenstern proper. Light traffic 
through the area except on the coast hasn't given much update or overall coverage. 

A surprise lynx report is given on Journal entry for the 18th. 

Birds 

The bird scene hasn't changed much since February as the abundant spruce seeds 
have continued to flutter to the ground, even coloring the snow surface after a few 
days of mild dry weather without fresh snow. Crossbill numbers haven't changed 
much. There are not lots, but a few can be seen each day, often as part of the much 
larger flocks of redpolls. Redpoll flocks and size of flocks have increased through 
the month. Flocks of 50 to 100 are common and as the warm day time sun caused the 
snow surface to crust, much ground-snow surface feeding is done by these lively 
little creatures. When the surface had a little light cover of snow to show bird tracks 
they were all over the place. Their tracks are very small, but they sure tracked up the 
snow like nothing else has for many years at least within the spruce groves. 
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Willow ptarmigan remain very scarce, though a large flock of 100 birds has made 
tracks twice in the last few days of the month. 

Our only raptor of the month was the hawk owl, and he left around mid-month after 
being here all winter. He seems to have not been able to stand up under the pressure 
that three gray jays put on him as they took over the camp site. 

The only woodpecker of the month and winter came by on the 27th. This is unusual 
since they normally over-winter in small numbers. 

Our two remaining boreal chickadees have been around daily through the month, but 
the one that spent much time in the house during the winter only came in a few times 
during the month and then only for a second. Don't know what caused the change in 
the behavior of Bird-Bird. 

A report of a Glaucous Gull seen over Sisualik on the 30th didn't get to us until April 
2, when another was reported seen from Kotzebue. These will be the earliest 
“overland” sighting of this species that we have ever heard of, though in years when 
open water "polyannas" are constant around St Lawrence Island and Bering Straits 
some over- wintering may occur with this hardy northern bird. The weather was very 
unseasonably warm on the days of these sightings, and an outdoor flying blowfly 
was encountered during the 38 to 41 degree temperatures recorded at the time. 

Most of the redpolls scrutinized individually are very light colored with little barring 
indicating the Hoary Redpoll variety. 

Plants 

The most prominent event relating to plants continues to be the uncountable numbers 
of seed from white spruce cones. We have no real handle on how often the cone crop 
might reach the magnitude it has this year. Nor do we know what ideal conditions 
were met last year or prior to bring about this great production this winter. We don't 
recall a year of such great abundance in the last 45. We also don't know what 
percentage of this year's crop will be eaten by creatures or how many will germinate 
in the coming summer season and how many will stay viable to germinate in other 
years. Considering the seed numbers alone one could expect the entire land area of 
the Kotzebue Sound region to become boreal forest! 

During the warm spell of the last week of the month “pussy willows” were again 
noticed. It is not known if they were there all winter or have just enlarged and broken 
the outer husk during the periods of warm air temperatures. 
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One suspects that numerous plants are up to some kind of activity under snow cover 
through March and April, though obvious change won't be easily seen till May. 

The amount of plant material required by one bull moose for forage in two late 
winter months is outlined in our tree patch this year due to lack of heavy storms and 
new snow fall. The area he has worked is all visible through that time span right now 
and it is astounding how much work he has done, and how much willow twig and 
branch has passed through his system. It obviously takes a lot of willow growth to 
sustain a moose for a life span of 10 years or so. 

Fish 

We made another ice fishing trip to the lower Noatak Canyon on the 4th (the land of 
the stone people and ice roads). We had a good catch of burbot and one nice chunky 
northern pike with eggs. This species is not commonly taken at that site. We also 
found undigested saffron cod (4) in one burbot stomach which was a first for that 
site. It was thought to be too far up into fresh water for that to happen. More 4 to 5 
inch arctic lamprey were found in burbot stomachs. Some were recently swallowed 
and undigested and make good specimens for identifying. These are probably the 
stage that first look like adults (though small) and have just completed 
metamorphosis from the form that has been buried in the mud bottom as filter 
feeders. These would be the ones swept out to sea with spring break-up waters and 
that become parasitic on other fish out there. They return to the river to spawn. 

Some good catches of sheefish wee made at various locations on Kobuk and Selawik 
Lakes and even Pipe Spit though it is early for Pipe Spit to produce fish. We made a 
single day trip to Pipe Spit on the 15th and took five fish, four of which were of good 
size and table quality (ten lbs. each or more). They were very fat as shee usually are 
at this season where they have good and abundant feed. 

These areas are of course quite distant from Krusenstern, but with modern travel 
methods they are within long arm reach for a single day round trip fishing excursion 
by people living in Kotzebue, Sisualik or on the Monument. 

Land otter remain the only successful fishers on the Monument proper with creek, 
slough and lake covered with ice and snow till June. 

People 

No change this month in resident numbers. Three occupied camps in Sisualik and 
one inland remain the only over-wintering human habitations. 
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Several other spring-summer camps have been visited by owners checking or hauling 
material for spring or summer use, including fire wood. 

Coastal travel is at last year's level and probably greater. It will continue to increase 
through April as whaling gets underway in the villages the route serves (Kivalina, 
Point Hope and points north). A North Slope snow machine group passed through 
during the month to meet an Iditarod racer from that area at the finish line. 

There was very little traffic through inland portions of the Monument west of a line 
from Sisualik to the Hatchery on the Noatak. Absence of caribou, rabbits and 
ptarmigan is one major reason. April may see more inland travel as bear hunters and 
recreational drivers get out more. 

We were having nearly fourteen hours of sunlight by the 31st and the short 1 ½ hour 
glimpse of the sun in December seems an eternity away. Soon there will not be 
enough darkness to sleep for awhile. 

The last few days of March this year were more like the last few days of April in 
most years, with temperatures above freezing, an outdoor insect and a Glaucous Gull 
report. 

The south and east sides of rocky mountains finally turned black after being wholly 
white all winter. This probably should not be taken as a sign of an early spring, but 
as a pleasant interlude of a mild spell that will inevitably be replaced by west winds 
and colder temperatures until April runs its course. We may not have the warmth but 
we're sure to have enough daylight through April for just about anything you might 
want to do. 
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APRIL 


Introduction 

April 1993 continued the trend of mostly fine moderate weather that was begun in 
March. How lucky can you get? Two months back-to-back with moderate 
temperatures and light winds. Statistically, May and June are supposed to be our 
most benevolent months so we will see how that pattern holds this year. 

There were 20 days in April that the temp reached 40º F or more and only three 
when the temperature dropped below 0º F. The warmest day was on the 26th at 51º F. 
The coldest was on the 8th at -15º F. There were only two days when the wind blew 
stronger than 18 knots. That was on the 20th and 21st at 35 k from the NE and E. 

There were a few days of light snow but no significant accumulation. 

With all this good weather it is expected that people would be outdoors and traveling 
around a good deal and they were. Big attractions were shee hooking the full length 
of Kobuk Lake to its terminus with Selawik Lake, with some very heavy catches. 
This zone was directly on the trail to access large caribou numbers in the Buckland 
area. So a good deal of public travel was directed away from Krusenstern. Whaling 
in the northern villages developed rather slowly, and though it somewhat increased 
traffic on the coastal routes, no big movement like when several whales are taken, 
developed. 

Because of the mild weather and good mountain trail conditions considerable effort 
was put into bear hunting sorties. No instances of success came to our ears but that 
certainly doesn't mean that there was none. Tracking and travel conditions were ideal 
through the Monument and there were several different bear tracks noted through the 
area. There was at least one bear still active as the month ended, as will be noted 
farther along in this report. 

April is “moving out” month and we, along with others, shoveled snow, cleaned up 
and dried out summer fishing and hunting sites. Human resident population 
increased considerably by the end of the month. 

Probably the most surprising happening of the month were Glaucous Gull reports 
(one on March 30 and the other on April 1). We don't think these were April fool 
jokes. If not, the dates are remarkably early, over land, in Kotzebue Sound. 
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April was a good month this year! 

Wildlife 

With the exception of red-backed voles, what wildlife we have had over this winter 
had good living conditions through the month. Though snow cover had built earlier 
in the year to be some impediment to moose movement, the mild temperatures and 
still available willow scene through this month of relatively sedentary moose activity 
seemed good for the couple of animals that continued living near us through the 
month. In the one case, we were privileged to be able to see the total foraging of one 
bull moose through two months plus time of activity. The requirements of a single 
animal over that seasonal time period are quite astounding. 

Red-backed voles became an issue because of their complete absence through some 
of those areas where they were so plentiful earlier in the winter. 

Caribou 

All the caribou action and people-caribou interaction was on a rather broad front in 
the Buckland-Selawik area. Some hunters from all villages in the region made runs 
to that area through the month for spring caribou meat. Some individual animals 
(cows) were quite fat. North movement had begun before the month ended. A stray 
track or two were reported on the Monument. 

Moose 

As mentioned above, our immediate campsite supported one healthy bull through 
this period and his foraging technique seemed quite unique. He often fed, though not 
exclusively, on short, nearly snow- covered willow and Betula sp. clumps. He pawed 
away the snow from large - very large - areas to get all the tender shoots from each 
clump. No starved or poor-conditioned moose were reported this month throughout 
the region. 

An early camp-scavenging bear also routed our sedentary moose. The moose tracks 
were noted last on the 30th moving down creek, not followed by the bear. 

Every indication is that moose south of Noatak village and through our area did well 
through the month and into May. Wolf predation in this zone would have been light 
or nil. The last week of April and into May provided a very hard frozen snow surface 
that supported bear weight very well and under some circumstances, early bear 
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predation on moose would be a possibility. That would be ditto for wolves at more 
isolated places where there are some wolves. 

Bear 

As noted above, the bear around our winter house so soon after we moved is unusual. 
I'm afraid there will be more to that story. 

Tracking conditions were ideal for bear hunting through April on the Monument and 
we know that there was considerable effort by Kotzebue hunters, but no hint of 
success (like a piece of bear meat) has come to us this year. It does not mean none 
were taken, but it could be understood to mean not many were taken. It is known that 
we like bear meat once in a while. 

Sheep 

No sheep news. 

Musk-ox 

No musk-ox news. 

Marine Mammals 

Belugas were taken at Kivalina and Point Hope and so was a 1st bowhead at Point 
Hope on the 27th. St. Lawrence Island took the first bowhead of the season on the 
18th. Barrow had taken three by the 22nd. 

It is reported that Point Hope had a good strong beluga take this month. Kivalina 
much less. One was wounded but not taken in offshore lead west of Krusenstern on 
the 29th. 

A first uguruq (Bearded Seal) was taken off Krusenstern on the 28th. Very few 
hunters have been out. A few Ringed Seals (less than 10) have been taken. 

Krusenstern ice and lead may be less than perfect. The lead is close to the tip of the 
cape and west. The shorefast ice may be quite thin. Time will tell. There are a 
number of hunters planning to camp and hunt marine mammals from this area 
through the next two months. 
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April 

Small Mammals 

We seemed to have witnessed a tremendous population explosion and then collapse 
of red-backed voles within the last twelve months. There are hints that this was over 
a wider area even than the NANA region. The Yukon Delta and Interior sections of 
the state may have been involved. April '93 seems to be the time when the demise 
was complete enough so that it could be obscured in spite of winter snow cover. 
April 4 of the Journal carries the entry: "Red-backed voles gone.” 

Some shrew activity has been noted but on a small scale. 

Red squirrel numbers unchanged, scarce. 

Furbearers 

First ground squirrels were noted out on the beach on the 22nd. First group of squirrel 
hunters were noted on the 25th. The only additional effort at taking squirrels for skins 
would be the group of campers setting in between the Ranger Station and Sealing 
Point. The population remains quite high, especially around recently used camp sites. 

Both mink and otter tracks were seen through the month. In some cases the same 
animals at different times. There are probably only two mink and one otter in our 
close to camp orbit. There are never many of these animals on the Monument, but 
always some. 

Both red and white fox have been rather scarce here all winter. Wolves and 
wolverines are non-existent in near Monument locations. 

On the 12th we received an interesting report of "lots of rabbit tracks" at a known 
place name (a big patch of willows) on the large creek that drains into the Ranger 
Station slough (Tuqruq). This was the only report all winter of any kind of rabbit 
sign and these were said to be the small snowshoe hare more normally located in 
white spruce habitat. We wonder if this isolated few can spread out and finally 
populate our abundant and ready habitat. We have hope. It has been terribly 
lonesome without hares in our winter quarters. 

Birds 

The mild weather of April seems not to have had the effect of bringing as many early 
birds, proving again that migrating birds move more by the calendar than they do by 
local weather conditions. There were a couple of exceptions. 
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Monthly Report 

The unbelievable late March and April 1 sighting of a single Glaucous Gull remains 
unconfirmed but probable by the two different persons who made the report from 
two different places on two different days. 

Two robins and a goose were reported from Lena Jones' camp on the 26th. 

A good movement of snowy owls passed through in the last half of the month and 
the rather rare white phase gyrfalcon made an interesting appearance near the 
Hatchery on the 2nd. And the first snow bunting made a slight showing there on the 
5th. 

Ravens and gray jays were showing very erratic behavior, display activities, by the 
9th. 

First dark-headed willow ptarmigan was not seen till the 17th. 

It was noted around mid-month (14th) that our over-wintering flocks of redpolls and 
white-winged crossbills had disappeared. Probably moved off to other nesting sites. 

Our "in house" boreal chickadee made a final entry on the 11th. 

We saw more than 200 gulls in Kotzebue on the 27th after seeing a first one in 
Sisualik on the same day. At another location a tree sparrow and junco were noted. 

A first passerine (Longspur ?) was seen in Sisualik on the 30th. 

The most unusual aspect of April '93 on the east quarter of the Monument was the 
scarcity of willow ptarmigan for this season. Things were better farther west, but 
displaying Ptarmigan were very noticeably absent from our much used moving trail 
area. 

Plants 

Plants and insects both seemed to begin a new season this month. Outside insects 
were first noted on the 20th and then on any day thereafter that temperatures rose 
high enough to permit their movement. Ordinary blowflies were the most common 
but there are also some smaller “fruit” flies and longer-winged tree bark oriented 
flies. 

Again the pussy willows and the Eriophorum flowering stalks developed enough by 
month’s end to provide good new forage for ptarmigan, cranes, geese and caribou. 
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The cottonwood and alder twigs we take inside and put in a jar of water this month 
delighted us again by leafing out in a few days. What a treasure the first opening 
leaves are with their aroma and gloss of new life. See Journal entry for April 8 for 
tree, willow, snow discussion. 

Fish 

Char fishing in Noatak was good through the month. There are some hints of folks 
from other areas going to Noatak purposely to fish for char. This is a bit of a new 
trend amongst subsistence people. 

Shee fishing continued through the month with sporadically good catches from Pipe 
Spit to Selawik Lake. 

The annual Lions Club Shee Derby took place on the 24th. A 43" fish took first prize 
on size and some 300 lbs. took first on numbers category. It is good that they have 
limited this exercise to one day and the short time between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

People 

April is kind of a people month. Long daylight, warm mid-day sun and good trails 
cause a good many folks to get out for fresh air and fresh perspective as well some 
landscape appreciation. It was so in April '93. 

On the third the most challenging snow machine race in the state took place out of 
Kotzebue. See Journal entry of April 3 to review how this event relates to Monument 
activities. 

Another incident on the 6th, though in this case kind of comical, has before ended in 
tragedy and could stand as a warning for the incautious. 

On the 7th we hauled our cut dry firewood part way down the trail to Sisualik. There 
was relative little fire wood cut this April in this section. Not much was cut for 
hauling to town. Fewer campers planned to stay in Sisualik, opting for west of the 
Ranger Station instead, where driftwood is more readily available. Also the cutting 
of firewood on allotment by people other than the owner has become an issue, 
especially when the location of many allotment boundaries are generally unknown to 
the public. 

On the ninth the Kobuk 440 dog race was run and won rather handily by Charlie 
Boulding in much the way he took the Quest. His is a combination that is hard to 
beat this year. 
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Monthly Report 

Water began to show on Kotzebue streets on the 12th. Very early for that and caused 
many to wonder whether this meant an early spring or just a warm spell. Many of us 
spent most of the last half of the month trying to figure that out. 

We started hauling things down to Sisualik on the 13th and moved on the 22nd, the 
same day the first ground squirrel came out of hibernation and Kotzebue weather 
station set a new record daily high. 

We had a near record visitor day on the 25th and a first uguruq was taken by local 
hunters on the 28th. On that same day two local dog teams nearly ran over a bear that 
was digging. They took off in opposite directions. Our bear problems began on the 
30th around our vacated winter house site. 

The first summer camper to return to his place did so on the 9th. There has been a re
shuffling of camp sites and plans for the coming spring and summer resident 
positions. A number of Sisualik camp people have opted for the Krusenstern beach 
ridge area. There will be a fair- sized community between the Ranger Station and 
Sealing Point, all on allotment land. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

MAY 

Introduction 

May, this year, has been a span of time within which our land has been relieved of its 
burden of winter snow begun last Sept-Oct. Though the process began in April, it 
was really the winds and sun of May that accomplished the task. As the month 
ended, green new growth was showing at the base of many grasses and herbs and the 
earth stood poised and ready for the 24 hours of sunlight and warmth of June. The 
vegetation growing season for the year '93 is poised to begin. 

The weather for May continued in the moderate trend begun in March-April with a 
couple of exceptions. Winds were light through the month until a blast out of the 
north and NE on the 21st in excess of 50 knots caught everybody by surprise and 
blew lots of things away. Temperature dropped to 6º F on the 12th freezing the 
“inside tent” wash basin again. The 62º F of May 28 was an encouragement to those 
that might have given up hope for a summer this year. 

This has been a pretty “straight forward” May. A gradual blending of late winter into 
early summer. This very gradualness gives us this year's theme. No floods, no 
storms, no too warm or too cold. With a rather heavy over-winter snow accumulation 
this mild break up month has been quite remarkable for its gradualness. 

You would think, on the face of it, that everyone and everything would be pleased 
with that situation. Not quite so! 

Ocean beach dwelling people require flood and catastrophe to supply driftwood for 
fuel. Muskrat hunters require flood for a good season, and muskrats benefit from 
flood conditions for a wider distribution and building of gene pool as well as a kind 
of "purification" of habitat. Flood means new soil and new soil for vegetation. 
Migrating waterfowl and shore birds generally find much better foraging after a lot 
of warm freshwater outflow. 

The only snow cover left by the end of the month was in drifts around camps, cut 
banks, some beaches and deep draws. 
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Monthly Report 

Wildlife 

Short range benefits due to mild moderate weather is the name of the game this May. 
Staying alive was not hard, though the usual stresses of migration no doubt took their 
toll. An American Tree Sparrow died in our camp, an apparent victim of 
hyperthermia after a cold evening rain on the 14th, a day after our box nesting tree 
swallows returned. 

The very high level to which winter overflow ice built up in the lagoon and the 
relatively low local breakup flood conditions made our mud flat areas again unfit for 
waterfowl and especially shorebird use at the time migrants needed it. They therefore 
over flew or detoured through to better prepared areas. This is not too unusual a 
situation and the hope is the optional areas were available when they were required. 

Caribou 

No caribou news from the Monument for May. It would be unusual for there to be 
some for normal spring migration routes are always east of here. When there is over
wintering, especially of bulls, we sometimes do have them around in May but not so 
this year. 

Moose 

The two bull moose that wintered around our cabin were still making tracks at my 
last trip back that way on the tenth. The general feeling of people in the Hatchery 
area and the flats south of Noatak village is that moose generally fared pretty well 
this winter. There is speculation that wolf predation may have been considerable on 
the Noatak, N and E of the village. 

Bear 

On a last trip up to our winter cabin on the tenth additional bear activity was noted. 
See Journal for a few details. This situation looks disturbing. Though no damage was 
done to the main building it may be just a matter of time. Hopefully other interests 
will turn up before he breaks into the main house. Though bears visit there every 
summer they have not before caused any real damage. This particular bear seems to 
show little respect both for our usual deterrents and our personal property. It will be 
interesting to see what's left after he has had the place to himself for 5 months. 
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On the 16th two bears visited Sam Henry's camp on the lower Noatak and were 
frightened off by a dog's barking. 

Sheep 

No sheep news. 

Musk-ox 

No musk-ox news. 

Marine Mammals 

Since there were eight active camps west of the Ranger Station this month a bit more 
marine mammal hunting took place. This was some what modified by poor ice and 
trail conditions especially later in the month. 

Though a few ringed seals were taken for dog feed and oil, the primary target was 
bearded seal (uguruq). This fact was kind of unusual sine uguruq are usually not very 
plentiful in this area in May (June and early July are months of greatest density). 

Early good trail conditions and cold weather permitted several wide ranging (far out 
on the ice pack) hunts with a good early catch of uguruq. Less than ten were taken 
but every camp had some meat and blubber including the camps back here at 
Sisualik. 

Ice moved off the beach on the 28th - very early date but no boat hunting was 
attempted until June. 

Small Mammals 

The melting of the snow through May revealed what we had suspected in late winter. 
The extreme red-backed vole population had not only crashed, but it was very 
difficult to find sign of live microtine activity anywhere. A few very large tundra 
voles (Microtus oeconomus) were seen after all the snow had melted around Sisualik 
camp site. 

Ground squirrels remained quite plentiful in spite of considerable harassment by 
snowy owls. The owls stopped by for a long visit before moving on to the North 
Slope. 
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Monthly Report 

There were a number of least weasels on the Spit when we first moved down, but 
have faded as the snow disappeared. 

Furbearers 

There was a land otter taken by a duck hunter on the 16th. This kind of opportunistic 
taking of this particular animal is rare, mostly because the two participants rarely 
come together in the same place and time. The fur of this animal has potential for 
local use (trimming, etc.) when taken at any season and no commercial trapping 
takes place here most years. 

Fresh wolverine tracks were noted north of the Ranger Station early in the month 
after none were reported through the winter. 

Birds 

A rather slow migration build through here again this spring a lot of cool weather 
and very high level of over-winter overflow ice locking up the delta mud flat zones 
made for a weak migration time. However, it was much better than last year's mid-
month blizzards. 

A first goose was taken on the second and cranes were first heard calling on the same 
day. 

On the seventh we were given a drake mallard for the pot and on the tenth first 
Canada Geese were seen. 

A near complete lack of willow ptarmigan through this period has caused a good 
deal of concern, but later news of good numbers not far off within the region 
alleviated the alarm to some extent. 

On the 13th our box nesting tree swallows returned and because it was a nice warm 
day a number of other species turned up. The next day a very cold rain in the evening 
seemed to cause the death of an endemic tree sparrow in camp. 

Two bristle-thighed curlews were reported from near the Ranger Station on the 14th 

and we were given a plump white-front for the pot. 

On the 16th our tree swallows spent most of the day trying to drive off a pair of 
yellow-rumped warblers without much success. They were both eating small "fruit 
flies" and I guess the swallows didn't care for the competition. The warblers stayed 
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May 

around for a week, which is unusual in this habitat, before moving back inland to 
something more suitable for them. 

A pair of Golden Crowned Sparrows replaced them for a short while. 

Most species turned up in the following week until the backyard sounded pretty 
"spring normal." 

A red-throated loon seen at Sam Henry's camp on the 13th, the same day our 
Swallows came back, was quite a surprise, there being so little water available in the 
country at that time. 

Snowy owls seem more common than usual, but moved on shortly past mid-month. 

We saw a strange dark bird on the 19th that will go forever unidentified. Both of us 
saw it close at two different places and only momentarily, without good binoc focus. 

A large group of canvasback were noted on the 20th and 21st. See note on this species 
at Journal entry for the date. 

A large flock (50+) of Black-bellied Plovers on the 22nd was unusual for this area. 
There are always some, but usually singles or pairs. 

A first Arctic Tern on the 23rd and Black-legged Kittiwake with Sabine Gulls on the 
24th were much welcome. 

Long-billed Dowitchers were absent here on the delta. They were found to be 
plentiful farther west, probably due to more suitable habitat. 

First gull eggs taken at Jones' camp on the 25th. Many more a few days later. 

Incoming Yellow Wagtails on the 28th were noted from the Ranger Station area and 
some moved into our area. 

A Blackpoll Warbler was noted in the balsam poplar grove north of the Ranger 
Station on the 28th. 

Flocked non-breeding Tundra Swans turned up in our near backyard area on the 
29th. There are several hundred of them. 

It is interesting how your geographic location determines background bird noise. 
Here at Sisualik, Tundra Swans from the back pretty much drown out other bird 
noise (except Bar-tailed Godwit) and from the ocean front kittiwakes dominate this 
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Monthly Report 

season. At Sealing Point, cranes, Oldsquaw, and Red-throated Loon provide a 
background orchestration late May through June. 

Very little raptor activity was noted from this location. Snowy Owls through the first 
half of the month were most common and Merlin were mentioned several times from 
the Ranger Station. Northern Harrier and Short-eared Owl passed us occasionally 
through the second half of the month. 

Plants 

Except for the Eriophorum flower stalks that begin development under the snow and 
are early on utilized by ptarmigan, crane and caribou not much plant growth is easily 
noted through the first half of May. This year on the 13th, at an inland lake site, was 
surprised to note under the protection of last year's brown leaves, 3 inch long shoots 
(leaves and fully formed flower-seed stalks) of Rumex arcticus. This is our much 
used "sourdock" plant and hadn't before realized that it got such an early start. The 
lake ice had just started to form a bit of water on its top and the land (away from the 
lake) was still much covered by snow. Geese had just begun to fly. This plant grows 
on mud humps on grassy lake margins and these humps blown free of snow through 
the winter collect the very first sun heat and retain it through their dark color and 
mud substrate. This plant then gets quite a jump start on other lake rim vegetation 
and its luxuriant "tobacco like" leaf reflects this interesting trait. This is our coastal 
people's wild rhubarb. 

The first bumblebee showed on the 22nd headed inland, where I'm sure he found 
pussy willow blooms and Eriophorum flowers. Strange how we hardly notice these 
first little blooms and they are critically important to some other species. 

Green could be easily seen on the base of our beach Elymus clumps on the 23rd. 

Snow cover here was down to 5 % by that date. 

On the 25th all known Gentianopsis detonsa sites were under shallow, warm water. 

Was able to investigate the blooming of Empetrum nigrum for the first time ever on 
the 27th, after getting some hints from a new "northern" book this winter. Our 
wonderful blackberry has been very modest and secretive in its flowering over the 
years. Now the secret is out. Very beautiful though minute flowers. They are very 
early. 

On the 28th our temps broke into the 60’s and one result was a mosquito in the tent. 
Plants that need help pollinating will rejoice at this great news. 
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On the 29th ground water level around the flats was still at G. detonsa site level. In a 
test on seeds two years old, they floated quite high. Don't know if natural ones still 
float after laying on the ground all winter, but distribution of plants indicate water 
an/or wind distribution. The combination of soaking in warm water and sunlight may 
be key to germination, and each year there can be variation in the extended time of 
water level. Water level it self may vary and heat generated by the sun will vary 
much from year to year. 

"Small white flowers" were reported from Sam Henry's camp on the 30th and 
Pedicularis wallflower and poppy were reported from Sealing Point on June 1. 
Flowering time is here again. 

Fish 

Net fishing for the coming open water season was just barely getting underway as 
the month ended. On the 26th the first net catch of whitefish happened at Jones' camp 
on the most westerly channel of the Noatak. The next day fishing was reported good 
there and included one large fat char which was unexpected and a rare treat at this 
time. We began to get whitefish from a creek in the ocean on the 28th. They were 
mostly pretty lean. There were two large plastic buckets full from a two hour net 
soak. 

Sheefishing with hook and line was sporadically good on Kobuk Lake at the Portage 
area and at Pipe Spit through the month. 

People 

May was a fairly big month for people on the Monument. Before the month was 
over, fourteen camps in Sisualik became active and eight sites were peopled from the 
Ranger Station west. This is a slight reduction in Sisualik from other years and slight 
increase west of the Ranger Station. They are all basically the same people from the 
same clans at different locations. Kind of a continued pattern of individual choice of 
location for this pre-boating month. 

Marine mammals hunting, Glaucous Gull egging, waterfowl hunting, and fishing are 
the primary activities for which the camps are set up. Boat building and just plain 
outdoor living while camping are some other reasons for human presence. Most all 
of these campers have long time traditional and historic ties to this land. 

On the 2nd a neighbor made a last inland snow machine trip to Noatak Village. Inland 
travel comes to an end much sooner than coastal travel. 

39  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Report 

On the same day we had a long distance dog team stop for lunch and gift us with 
both beluga and bowhead muktuk. They had left from Prudhoe Bay more than a 
month ago after driving up the haul road. Two men, one team. A kind of new 
adventure though not entirely. 

There was heavy traffic on the town trail on the 16th as the trail began to deteriorate. 
Last snow machine crossing was on the 24th and Kotzebue Channel ice went out on 
the 24th. First boat-engine use was at Jones' camp on the 20th. Arctic Lighterage 
barge left and reached Noatak on the 27th. Ocean ice first moved in Sisualik on the 
28th. It held near shore past month's end though, due to on shore winds. 

We started to hear running water from the hills on the 17th. 

Anigaaq outlet opened on the 18th. Akulaaq much later, on the 28th. 

A snow machine driver lost his machine through rotten ice in Kotzebue Channel on 
the 20th. There were two lost this month. Just machines, no drivers fortunately. 

Of importance to people were the 60º F temperatures and the single mosquito in the 
tent on the 28th. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

JUNE 

Introduction 

Do you remember how we began looking for west wind in early March? Maybe 
expecting it to blow more or less continuously through the spring season? Well it 
didn't, did it? March was beautiful and April was much the same. There were no 
mean cold west winds. Well in June the west wind made it. Twenty-six days out of 
thirty developed westerly winds. For the most part they were not strong, with only 
three days of a velocity up to 30 knots, but the steady flow of cool air over ice pack 
on the land had its effect on the development of vegetation and the creatures that are 
linked to vegetative dynamics. It also had the predictable effect on ice pack 
movement and eventual dispersal of the seal rich habitat. Likewise, an early absence 
of ice in marine waters raises water temperatures, which trigger fish movements. 
Herring and salmon spawning activities are especially determined by water temps. 

The month of June 1993 was quite pleasant as the brown world turned to green and 
many birds turned in their old feathers for a new set. Flowering plants developed and 
opened in time to be available to bumblebees and butterflies and of course to the 
multitudes of mosquitoes and midges that provide and will provide the food young 
birds and fish will need to grow and fatten in the next couple of months in order to 
meet the challenge of migration and the stresses of overwintering. 

There were disappointments in June. Local small numbers of belugas and brant were 
two of the most bitter disappointments.  

The joys revolved around plenteous fat char, abundant sunshine and for the future, 
the tremendous numbers of small green blackberries already set on the berry plants. 

A temperature of 28º F on the 7th and snow on the 8th were reminders that we do live 
in the Arctic. Temperatures of 72º F on the 17th and 72º F on the 26th gave promise 
that early July might provide a few days of "too hot" weather, so that we would be 
glad to see temperatures cool with the coming of sunset and shorter daylight of 
August-September. Most of our contemporaries agree that weather too cold is better 
that weather too hot. One can put on more clothes to keep warm, but there is little to 
be done when air temperatures rise out of the 70’s.  
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Monthly Report 

Wildlife 

Though we had many days of cooling wind, they were for the most part light and 
dry. We did have several days of bad mosquitoes, but afternoon and evening sea 
breezes helped out there. Presumably, weather conditions were good for incubating, 
hatching and birthing. With domestic and chained animals mosquitoes were bad 
enough to cause distraction of small and newborn pups and their unfortunate 
mothers. 

Wild creatures that have deep dens would be better off. There must have been some 
trying days and nights for hoofed animals with their specific egg laying flies in 
addition to the mosquito hoards. 

Many birds, fish and plants benefit from insect abundance and intense activity. For 
those, the last half of the month will have been real good! 

The poor showing of Beluga Whales, the lack of Herring spawning activities in usual 
habitat, and the lack of Pacific Brant on both incoming and leaving flights may be of 
considerable importance. 

Caribou 

Caribou were little in the news until the week of the 23rd when caribou were reported 
seen all along the north shores of lagoons, lakes and ocean beach from Ivik to 
Sealing Point. There were few seen at each location and fewer taken, but any 
presence at this season is unusual. A group of twenty seen moving west near the 
center of this zone was the largest group. Another unusual aspect was that a few 
females with new calves were noted. The usual sighting of caribou in this area June 
through mid-August is of adult males. 

Moose 

A few moose were seen again from beach camps, mostly in the latter part of the 
month as warm nights and mosquitoes push animals to run. At least one cow with 
calves was down on the flats. There were probably more sightings this year than last, 
but still not more than ten. 

Bear 

Well it appears that some of our beach-combing bears survive. All sights were west 
of the Ranger Station, Sealing Point, and Tasagagruq Lagoon area. First sighting was 
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a lone bear in the mountain near the beach at Tasagagruq Lagoon on the 13th. A 
female with small cub was seen in the same area on the 22nd. One bear was reported 
in the gull colony during egging time early in the month, but time and kind are 
unsure. Late in the month there was a dead bearded seal washed up on the beach 
south of Sealing Point, and a bear was seen headed in that direction from Sealing 
Point in late evening. Since that time a dead walrus has landed in nearly the same 
place - in between two groups of summer camping people. The stage is being set 
once again for bear-people adventures. 

Sheep 

No news. 

Musk-ox 

Four musk-ox were seen at Tasagagruq Lagoon on the 13th by marine mammal 
hunters. Six were seen on the 20th inland from Sealing Pt. No other report came to 
our ears. 

Marine Mammals 

Uguruq take was fair but slow and not all that needed uguruq for winter oil got some. 
Poor ice and continual west wind, which drives pack ice quickly out of the Sound 
and up the Siberian Coast instead of sliding it slowly by Cape Krusenstern, is the 
probable reason of light harvest. First boat hunters went out on the 5th. The last catch 
of three was made on the 26th. Ice was pretty much gone by the 22nd except deep in 
the Sound in the Deering area. It was a very early "pack ice out" season, with 
summer ground swells occurring at Kivalina and Sealing Point by the 19th. 

If the bearded seal catch was not quite up to par, it could be said that the beluga 
harvest was tragic. To our present knowledge only two beluga were taken in 
Kotzebue Sound and one of those was wasted. Indications are that they haven't had 
much success. This includes the whole Sound: Sisualik, Kotzebue and Elephant 
Point. 

Small groups (less than 10) were seen from Sisualik three times during June. The 
first on the 7th, then again on the 11th. One female with a new born calf in group was 
the last report on the 16th. There was a rumor report on the 26th of many belugas, but 
it was never confirmed. 
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Monthly Report 

First beluga nets were set on the 12th. There were many nets set again - more than 10 
- and some were extremely long. It is my personal feeling that the great netting effort 
of the past 5-10 years in Kotzebue Sound has contributed greatly to the seemingly 
infrequent use the Beluga Whale now makes of Kotzebue Sound waters. 

A Gray Whale was seen at Sealing Pt on the 16th and a second one a few days later. 

Small Mammals 

There are apparently no Red-backed Voles left in the world, at least this part of it. 
Tundra Voles are very scarce but probably on the upswing again as a few have been 
seen around camp and the dogs have caught a few. A large pregnant female was 
caught by camp dog on the 17th. 

Ground Squirrels seem to have had a good production year again and there seems 
very few predator birds this season. We have no summering Snowy Owls like last 
year and there are apparently no Gyrfalcon close to Sisualik, through there are sure 
to be a couple of pairs in the cliffs behind Sealing Point. 

No wandering porcupines in June. In some years porcupines wander widely on arctic 
and subarctic coasts in late June and July. There have been no reports this year yet. 

Furbearers 

No indication of dynamics. 

Birds 

As the month began, Tundra Swans were still the loudest background bird noise in 
Sisualik and jaegers and kittiwakes were increasing over our fractured ice front. 

We had nesting Longspurs, Savannah Sparrows, Semi-Palmated Sandpipers, Tree 
Swallows, Northern Pintails, Wigeon and Glaucous Gulls in the backyard. Probably 
Dunlin, Black Turnstones, and Northern Shovelers as well. 

Glaucous Gull egg taking was pretty intense during the first week of the month then 
dropped off, as usual, and did not continue much beyond the 14th. There was again 
some hint that a few Brant eggs were taken from the Noatak Delta. 
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Our first wave noise from the ocean came on the 5th and the beach came free of ice 
on the 10th. Kittiwake noise became quite prominent and first Aleutian Terns were 
heard on the 8th. Red Phalaropes showed up in small groups on the 9th. 

By the 12th bird background noise became near absent and ocean wave sound filled 
in the void. 

On the 13th Tree Swallow box activity increased, indicating hatching, and on the 14th 

an Arctic Warbler blundered into camp and was attacked by the Tree Swallows. This 
incident was interesting in that the swallows tolerate local, usual species (longspurs, 
Savannah Sparrows, gulls). The warbler continued foraging around but had to take 
defensive action every so often under some kind of shelter. From this incident we 
wonder if the early (May) demise of a Tree Swallow in the front yard might have 
been related to Tree Swallow attack. 

Brant normally make two flights past here. An early incoming flight from the south 
to feeding grounds on north shores of ice-rafted aquatic roots-corms. A couple of 
weeks later a continued northerly movement brings them by again. These flights 
were nearly unrecognizable this late May and through June. The reasons are not 
known. There were Brant in small numbers in the back delta areas through the 
month. 

A flock of 35 Common Eiders on the 20th was unusual as that species was rare here 
this spring. 

Numbers of Semi-Palmated Sandpipers flightless young were around from the 24th 

till the end of the month. This species had pretty good production here this year. 

Two "new" Tree Swallows were noted out of the box on the 28th, but adults 
continued to be around the box through month's end. We've noted before this early 
fledgling and then requiring continued feeding. 

A Northern Pintail hen with 8-10 young, very small, were noted on the 29th. 

No raptors were noted through June. This is not too unusual with voles at a low ebb 
and cliff or tree nesting sites far distant. 

Plants 

June and July are, of course, great months in the Arctic for plant life. The "barren 
lands" change to a low level jungle of life, where nearly every available inch of soil 
is colonized by one plant type or another. Often several varieties grow on top of each 
other. 
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Monthly Report 

First flowering was noted surprisingly early with Pedicularis Kanei, Parrya 
nudicaulis and Papaver sp. at Sealing Point. 

By the 7th both of our "wild celery" plants (Ligusticum scoticum and Angelica lucida) 
were up but too small for picking until a week later. Freezing temperatures at this 
point in time slowed things down a bit but did no real harm, as freezing was light and 
short and few species were yet into blossom. During town trip on the 10th the street 
dust was brightened by beds of yellow dandelion and marsh marigold (Caltha 
palustris). 

First Primula flowers noted here in Sisualik on the 14th and Androsace the next day. 
These are our two early salt marsh flowers and are beautiful and plentiful. A little 
more of interest can be found in Journal entry for the 14th on these interesting 
halophytes. 

The last snowbanks were gone on the flats by the 16th. 

Empetrum berries were noted profusely set on the vine by the 18th. Salmonberry 
flowers began their blossom period on the 19th while Andromeda flowers were 
already full out. The first forget-me-nots were noted on the 21st here in Sisualik; 
poppies and beach peas on the 22nd. By the 24th, Yellow Paintbrush and Sudetica 
lousewort were coloring the landscape. A day later Potentilla villosa and Mertensia 
paniculata brought more yellow and blue to the now nearly completely green 
background. On the 28th some more yellow and blue with Oxytropis Maydelliana 
and Astragalus alpinus with Potentilla Egedii. 

On the next to the last day of June, two Compositae came on line: Chrysanthemum 
arcticus and Senecio pseudo-arnica our daisy and sunflower. This leaves only a few 
species for first blossoms in July, but the late are beautiful and worth waiting for: 
Iris, gentians, Grass-of-Parnassus and asters. 

Vegetative development, though early, was slowed through the month with cool 
temperatures and not abundant moisture. Warmer weather at the end of the month 
and some showers sparked remarkable growth in a few days that will continue into 
July. First grain heads on Elymus were noted on the 22nd. The same day, a first Chum 
Salmon was taken at Sealing Point. By the end of the month stamens were extruded 
and pollen was flying from this plentiful tough grass. 

Fish 

A very strong catch of spring fat char beginning at Jones' camp on the 4th, Sisualik 
Point on the 5th, and here on the 9th. These first char usually have a very high 
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percentage of "slinks" - spawned out fish that have spent multi-years in fresh water 
since their last food run to the sea. This year "slinks" were very much the minority. 
The "fats" carried eggs one quarter developed, which probably makes them spawners 
for this year. Many did have food in their stomachs. 

The hatchery released their fry on the 9th. 

"Fat" char catch peaked on the 15th traveling from west to east. These dates should 
be of interest to char study student at Kelly River. 

On the 21st two very large jellyfish turned up in the table net. This contradicted what 
I thought was solid data I had picked up somewhere indicating that jellyfish over
winter in a very small larvae-like form and grow to adult size through the summer. It 
is unusual to see jellyfish of this size at this season. 

On the 22nd a large King Crab (8" carapace, 16"legs) was recovered from a beluga 
net several hundred yards offshore here. Three or four others were picked up dead 
along the beach toward the Ranger Station. 

Herring did not come into the lagoon for egg-laying again this year (last year too), 
probably because of inadequate temperatures due to long-lasting winter overflow ice 
build-up. However, on the late date of the 22nd the ocean side of Sisualik was 
virtually full of ripe herring. There was a great concentration. Setting a short net 
twice, for a few minutes each time, produced more than I had planned to work 
(salting down). There were a few "spent" fish; most were ripe and males dominated 
by 65%. They were sure nice big herring and they had a problem - there is very little 
substrate of any kind on the ocean side of Sisualik to deposit eggs on. 

A first Chum Salmon was taken near Sealing Point on the 22nd and six in one net at 
Salluq on the 24th. A first large King Salmon was taken by a lucky person a few 
miles SE of Sealing Point on the same date. 

Akulaaq Channel closed on the 25th but was found open again a few days later. The 
closing of this outlet and the larger system at Anigaaq is critical at this season. It 
means many tons of fish next fall. It is not known whether Akulaaq re-opened by 
natural forces or was "helped along," as there was a boat inside during the closed-
time scene. Utmost care should be taken to inform folks of the importance of these 
outlets to local people's lives. It is a tragedy when the trapped fish are released again 
to the open migration route. That's from the human perspective! 

The tower at Sealing Point is only inches from the edge of the sod. One more heavy 
erosive storm will topple it into the sea. It was constructed by local people in 1945 
and has been a landmark since. Hundred of initials are carved into the top. Any 
thought to preserve, move and/or restore would be welcome. 
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Monthly Report 

MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

JULY 

Introduction 

Hot weather, bugs, "parched" land, smoke, berries and flowers. That was July 1993 
in and around Sisualik and maybe every July, varying from year to year only in 
degree of intensity. 

In the scheme of things, July is the month given to we who live north of the Arctic 
Circle, to prepare mentally and physically for another winter season. After a hard 
winter of long snow covered land, we bask in the warmth of sun and new growth 
over the land during May and June. We may feel that we will never want to be 
chilled again or face a pure white landscape that is scrubbed more or less 
continuously by restless drifting snow. Then comes July: mosquitoes and gnats so 
thick that they are often inhaled, not to mention the vicious attacks on any and all 
exposed flesh of all creatures. There are hornets and bumblebees, too, and spiders 
and butterflies and beetles - all wonderful creatures in their own right, but some 
tending to make human life more complex. Then there are the flowers and the 
forming of the year's berry crop. Oh the wonderful diversity of life in all of its 
complexity! Nearly every inch of soil covered, often with a mat of different species 
all striving for life and reproduction. However, by the end of July, how attractive the 
thoughts of the frosts of September have become. No more bugs, no more "stressful" 
temperatures (65º - 80º F). Sticky muskeg and quicksand soon to be frozen, and all 
water surfaces soon to be become pavement-hard walking and traveling surfaces. 
And snow? That beautiful white stuff covers and insulates the life forms for next 
summer. The clean white stuff that drifts some and levels all the dips and bumps that 
have made surface traveling so difficult through the summer. Ah yes, it takes only 
one month – July - to condition our minds and bodies to look forward to the coming 
coolness and rich harvest of early fall. 

Outstanding events of the month include a fair salmonberry crop and a super bumper 
crop of blueberries, maybe the heaviest crop in fifty years. There was a dismal return 
of Chum Salmon to the commercial fishery and a very early and strong closing of the 
Anigaaq fishing outlet location, assuring a very heavy harvest of whitefish for the 
fall. 

Weather-wise, if the month was unusual, it was only in the line of total rainfall. It 
was dry, with very warm spells out of sync with shower spells which did bring some 
stress to vegetation and contributed to poor salmonberry production in some places. 
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July 

There were several days of showers and fog through the month but no real rainy 
spells. The low temperature for the month occurred on the 7th at 43º F. The high of 
84º F happened on the 21st, though there were numerous days when the temperature 
rose to 70º F or more. What wind there was, was much much appreciated, as it gave 
some relief from mosquitoes. SE to SW winds of 35 knots on the 14th and a few days 
of NW winds above 20 K was about the size of it. 

Wildlife 

There was surely a stressful time for some wildlife this month. One can only pity the 
very young and the very old, though one must have compassion with all other warm
blooded creatures when the insects take over the world for a time each July. It seems 
no creature is exempt. Even those that use the insects as a food source themselves get 
used in a reproductive scheme. 

Heat can also be problem in July and no doubt was this year, with near draught 
conditions during the warmest spells. Some larger animals still hold last winter's old 
hair growth in patches over much of their bodies. This gradually falls away as new 
hair growth spreads over the body of caribou, moose and bears. The new hair is very 
short, and some patches of bare skin are present for awhile. Loss of the old hair may 
cool the animal down, but the very short new hair and bare skin patches offer great 
opportunity to bloodsucking insects of various species, and the torment that the 
animals suffer can only be speculated on. Some creatures, including humans, have 
been driven mad in extreme circumstances. 

Caribou 

Only scattered reports of caribou in the area through July. It was a surprise to see a 
bull on the trail to an inland sourdock lake on the 10th. This animal was taken and 
found to be good fresh meat. Though bone marrow was good and the mesentery 
membrane had begun the fat storage process, the animal itself was not fat. The 
animal had large antlers in velvet and a rather small body. Old hair was retained on a 
good portion of the back and the nearly bare skin of the belly showed the effects of 
insect attack. 

On the 28th a second young male caribou was taken and had to be left in the field due 
to extremely poor physical condition. These "strays" are never an indication of 
general health of caribou herds. Caribou are "herd" (gregarious) animals and lone 
animals can be expected to be sickly or injured (except mature bulls at this season). 

On the 31st a young stray reindeer bull was taken in the Battle Rock area. It was ear 
marked and good meat, but not fat. 
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Monthly Report 

A short visit with one of the caribou photo census crew seems to give a gut feeling 
that the WACH is still in good shape. 

Moose 

A few moose were seen on the flats during the month. In number, similar to last year, 
less than in some previous years. To our knowledge, none were taken in this off 
season month. 

Bear 

Several events in July seem to give substantial hints that bear stories will again be 
made during berry picking season and late summer-fall whitefish activities. 

More than ten dead walrus and a few uguruq have landed and been pushed high on 
Krusenstern beaches, between Sisualik and Port Site. Several of our beachcombing 
bear clan began feeding on those that were closest to the area between Sealing Point 
and Rabbit Creek, where mountains come nearly to the beach. As these are eaten up 
and scattered, the bears will move closer to Sealing Point and then past, and on to 
wherever there is a marine mammal with meat still on it. 

Because the outlets at Anigaaq and Akulaaq closed early there is much fish trapped 
inside the lagoons and net fishing will begin in mid-August and accelerate through 
September. The smell and taste of fresh fish after a summer diet of stale walrus will 
be a great attraction to the bear clan. The stage is again being set for the interaction 
of bear and people in the continuing saga of competition for the resources of the 
Cape. 

First bear was seen from Sealing Point on the first. First sign on the beach east of the 
Ranger Station was noted on the 26th. 

Sheep 

No report. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 
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Marine Mammals 

Our best last word on beluga harvest in Kotzebue Sound this spring, including July, 
turns out to be two adults and one sub-adult (caught in nets). This includes the 
hunting grounds at Elephant Point, Sisualik, and Kotzebue-Sadie Creek-Riley 
Wreck. It is a very sad story! Rumor has it that nearly 100 were taken at Point Lay. 
This is an unusually high take for that location as the small human population there 
normally takes only for their own need, which presumably usually results in a much 
smaller harvest. 

A Gray Whale was seen from Sealing Point on the 3rd. 

A first dead walrus, this one with useable skin and blubber, drifted in on the 4th. By 
the 13th there were known to be six drifted in walrus and several more came in with 
onshore winds before the month ended. An unusually high percentage were not 
headless. 

A few (less than 10) Bearded Seal carcasses also drifted in. 

Most beluga nets (and there were many) were taken out by the 5th just prior to the 
first open period for the commercial Chum fishery on the 8th. 

Small Mammals 

Red-backed Voles seem to have completely disappeared from coastal zones and 
Tundra Voles continue to slowly build on their very sparse "after winter" population. 

Ground Squirrels remain plentiful and production at some locations seems to have 
been good. 

Only one porcupine was noted on the beach this July. That was on the 24th behind 
our tent in an old pit depression, where he was cooling in the shade. 

Furbearers 

No particular information on fox production. Sightings seem unusually infrequent. 

Muskrat seem to continue a low level existence that is a bit of a mystery. Since 
hunting them has pretty much ceased in the past 10 years the population seems to 
have dropped to a low level and stayed there. It doesn't seem to make sense or 
reason. 
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Monthly Report 

Birds 

July, though important to the birds themselves, is usually not too exciting for 
observers of birds. Most waterfowl are either hiding away inland to molt or the hens 
are still incubating or guarding new hatched broods. July for the most part is low 
profile month for most birds. 

New flying Semi-palmated Sandpipers were noted on the 5th while Tree Swallows 
were still feeding young in the box. 

By the 7th, Jonathan, our multi-year Glaucous Gull friend (and "watch bird") began 
to try to re-establish claim to the top of the swallow box as his landing pad and 
pedestal. The swallows, having at least two youngsters still inside, didn't really allow 
him much time to enjoy his "pad." By the 11th swallow young had flown and left and 
we were quite sure the Glaucous Gull was indeed our Jonathan. No other gull in the 
world knows how to handle the tricky landing and the graceful swoop to a chunk of 
fish tossed to the ground. We are sorry to have the friendly swallows leave us so 
early but Jonathan fills in and adds great dignity to our humble camp. 

Lots of young passerines were about and sometimes nearly under foot by the 7th. On 
the 8th the only Slaty-backed Gull (a 2-year-old bird), was around the beach front all 
day, but only the one day. 

A large flock of Willow Ptarmigan chicks was noted on the 11th and gave rise to 
hope for an increase in low numbers of this bird. 

A first few returns of molting pintails were noted on the 14th, though good sized 
flocks were not noted until the 28th. Ducks are unusually scarce in comparison to 
other years as the month ends. 

Both Semi-palmated and Western Sandpipers were pretty much gone from Sisualik 
by the 20th. 

Flying Mew Gull young were noted on the 31st and some Arctic Tern young had not 
flown yet, though some flying young were noted. 

No raptor activity noted this month at our location, though there has been this year a 
few jaeger around through the period. Last year they were absent. 
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Plants 

Vegetation went through a time of fry/heat stress in July. Early in the month growth 
and bloom were spectacular in some species Elymus, Castilleja, Primula, Pedicularis 
sudetica, and gentians had a poor year. By the week of the 20th, hot dry winds 
without rain had many leaves wilted and flower petals fading and other signs of 
premature stress. This kind of condition may often inhibit production of viable seed 
in many species. 

The long wait to see a freshly blooming Gentianopsis detonsa, that plant unique to 
this locality in Alaska, ended on the 18th when several plants were located in our and 
neighbor’s back marsh areas. See Journal for that date for a few more details. This is 
a rather early date for this first blooming, and a very short window of time in which 
the beautiful purple-blue petals retained their color before fading. A single 
Lomatogonium blossom was noted on the same date. G. prostrata, G. tenella, and G. 
propinqua were noted earlier, but it was obviously a poor year for gentians, 
especially G. propinqua. 

First Iris blossoms appeared on the 9th, peaked on the 13th. 

Epilobium latifolium bloom on the 13th at camp site (earlier towards the Point). Iris 
and fireweed in profuse bloom by the 14th. 

Annual sourdock harvest done on the 15th this year. Growth was good so a second 
trip wasn't necessary. See Journal for details. 

First berry ripening reports – salmonberry and blueberry – on 21st. 

By the 26th G. detonsa had peaked and all flowers were fading or faded. 

Our final latest blooming species, Grass-of-Parnassus and Star Gentian were near 
blooming peak by the 29th. 

By the 31st most vegetation had the warm summer look that in hot dry years precedes 
the damage of all frosts. 

Our first all day berry picking sortie happened on the 31st, for blueberries, and was 
abundantly successful. The blueberry crop this year surpasses over a very wide area 
any year in the past 45 for abundance. Lots of blueberries! 
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Monthly Report 

Fish 

The most outstanding fishing event of the month was the unfolding of the '93 
Commercial Chum Salmon Fishery. The seeds of the near failure and ultimate early 
closure of the season early in August were there from the beginning. The run began 
earlier than some years, with fine big fish in the last few days of June and early July. 
These were 5-year-old fish that gave some hope early on, but as the time window for 
5-year-olds ran out there was indication that very few 4-year-old fish were coming in 
and the bulk of each year's Chum run should be 4-year-olds. Only 24-hour fishing 
periods were allowed during July and final closure occurred on August 8. This 
generally followed the trend in Chum Salmon runs across the whole of Western 
Alaska. Speculation runs rampant as to reasons for this over so wide an area, but 
facts and real reasons at this point in time are obscure. 

A few more King Salmon were taken again this year, following a trend begun many 
years back. Several were taken by camps in the area of the Ranger Station on the first 
of July. Egg-laden char (this year’s spawners)and shee were common catches in 
Sisualik waters at the same time. 

First Chum catch at the Hatchery on the 2nd 

Many very large "saltwater" sculpins (bullheads) common in Sisualik net on the 3rd. 

A first Pink Salmon (humpback) was taken in Sisualik on the 6th. 

A first Red Salmon on the 10th gave sample of species that is usually scarce in this 
area. 

Outlets that are important sources of whitefish later in the year closed right on time 
this year, the eleventh of July. We can hardly wait for fall since the earlier these 
outlets close in July, the more fish that are trapped. 

There were still unusual numbers of "egg char" in Sisualik through the 20th of the 
month. The reason for the continued presence of these fish in marine waters rather 
than into freshwater is not clear. The fish are fatter and available to nets in the area 
over a longer window of time than we have noticed before. Reasons are obscure, 
though some of them have had food in the stomach. 

First whitefish nets were set inside of the Anigaaq system on the 31st for making 
dried fish and cooking dog feed by camps in that area. An unusual number of sub-
adult shee were part of the first good catches. 
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July 

People 

Regular extra clan summer people numbers expanded some after mid month as the 
first reports of ripening berries circulated. 

Our two most distant visitors were a couple from Switzerland and a lady from Japan. 
They were both quite interesting. The Swiss folks were terminating a Noatak River 
float trip and the Japanese lady doing some ethnological research. Both signed in on 
the 24th and we are glad to make new friends and share various thoughts with them. 

An unusual gift of a King Salmon head from a family friend on the 4th of July was 
indeed cause for celebration. 

On the 10th, our first sunset since June 2 was an interesting milestone. Those late 
December days with an hour and 45 minutes of sunlight are not far off again. 

On the 12th we received (as elders) a couple of small pieces of beluga muktuk from 
some sent to Kotzebue from Point Lay, from their very high catch at that location. It 
was the first we have had this open water season. It is kind of a double-whammy for 
it to have to have come from Point Lay to Sisualik, place of white whales! 

Two ripe aqpiks (salmonberries) were reported from Jones' camp on the 14th which I 
suppose officially opens the 1993 berry season. Late July through August will bring 
more people out on the land for various lengths of time than any other activity. 

On the 6th we were finally sure that Jonathan Livingston Seagull had returned to us. 
This is the Glaucous Gull that has returned to our camp for several years to act as 
camp "watch bird." 

On the 16th I was surprised to find, still, remnants of a winter snowbank in a deep 
ravine on the ocean beach a few miles west of Sisualik. People could still get a few 
pails of good water for tea from this long lasting winter product. 

By the 17th enough dead marine mammals had turned up on the beaches and bear 
tracks to give hint that people and bears will again come in contact prior to 
hibernation time on Cape Krusenstern. 

On the 25th we had 25 people in our little tent for a short Sunday school meeting and 
lunch. It was probably a record turnout of friends, neighbors and visitors. 

First bear tracks on the beach east of the Ranger Station turned up on the 26th. 
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Monthly Report 

Our two last blossoming plants species were at peak on the 29th (Lomatogonium 
rotatum and Parnassia palustris). All located Gentianopsis detonsa were faded pale 
white by the 30th. So long to wait, so soon gone! 

The first and second week of August, because of the good berry crop, promise to be 
the time for 1993's greatest human population on Krusenstern National Monument. 
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August 

MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

AUGUST 

Introduction 

August is our berry picking month and though some are picked in July and some in 
September, the crop in August really determines how many meals will be enhanced 
in the coming year with the best taste the dear land can provide. 

We had another (like last year) cool and relatively dry August, with three nights of 
frost-ice in mid-month: 34º F on the 13th and 32º F on both the 15th and 16th. That 
came after most blue- and salmonberries had been picked, but just in time to soften 
and spoil the not quite ripe blackberry crop. There was also a first light frost on the 
6th that had little effect on anything, when the temperature got down to 36º F.  

The 29th, at 66º F, was the warmest of the several days scattered through the month 
that warmed into the 60's. 

As expected, with the temperatures what they were, winds were most often from a 
westerly quadrant and quite strong. Winds on the 19th were from the E (NE to SE) at 
a peak of 52 K, making that the windiest day of August.  

Several days of rain were scattered through the month, but for the most part a dry 
August followed a dry July, giving us a quite dry 1993 summer, with just enough 
rain spaced through to prevent any real draught trauma. 

Several outstanding events occurred during the month. The blueberry crop surpassed, 
over a wider area, anything we have seen in the past 45 years. We were also with 
salmonberries, though the "good picking" came only from special places. 

The Commercial Chum Salmon Fishery shut down very early in August (on the 8th) 
very sad day for the fishermen and the region as a whole.  Chum Salmon stocks for 
the whole Western Alaska region seem to be in bad shape. 

On the 3rd and 4th of August a new plant from the sea showed up on the drift line of 
the last receding swells from the SW. To my knowledge Eel Grass (Zostera marina) 
beds do not exist north of the Bering Straits. The mystery then is, where did these 
uprooted and broken leaf stems come from? They lined the beach at least from the 
Ranger Station to Sisualik so there was a lot. We have not noticed this plant in the 
past 45 years on our beaches. 
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Monthly Report 

Just preceding the landing, SW winds at various velocities had prevailed, and this 
leads to the speculation that this material came from known beds just south of the 
Bering Straits in both Alaska and Siberia. It is also possible that new beds have 
become established in Kotzebue Sound. The location of these would be of extreme 
interest. 

A Flying Squirrel, the first ever recorded on Krusenstern National Monument, made 
two appearances this month in the vicinity of the Ranger Station and was seen by 
numerous witnesses. 

Wildlife 

The dryness of August may have had some effect on some wildlife. We normally get 
much more rain than we did this August and that rain prolongs green vegetation 
growth. Dryness and frosts tend to alter that pattern. Many species use the products 
of ripening, maturing vegetation to lay on the fat, stored energy, that is required for 
the fall and early winter activities that take extra effort. Some species may not be 
quite as fat at an early date as they would be expected to be by a certain date. 
Caribou and waterfowl are outstanding wildlife groups affected by the conditions. 

Caribou 

Only two stray caribou were mentioned through August on the Monument. On the 
28th, a caribou with small antlers made a run through western Sisualik camps without 
getting shot and a couple of days later an animal of similar size was seen from 
Sealing Pt but disappeared. 

First caribou movement, or rather news of it, up the rivers, came to us on the 20th 

with numbers reported at Onion Portage on the Kobuk and behind Kivalina. On the 
28th, a boat load of caribou meat came to Sisualik from not far above the village site 
on the Noatak. The last few days of the month produced glowing reports of lots of 
caribou between Kiana and Ambler on the Kobuk, as well as 10-20 miles above 
Noatak Village around Noatak-Kivalina shelter cabin, presumably making their way 
down to saltwater. This gives us reason to hope for their presence some time in 
September. 

We were given half a carcass of meat by a friend that had good luck; as usual it is 
good to have fresh meat. 

Fatness reports from various hunting sites are mixed. Though most animals seem in 
good condition, back fat thickness on large bulls seems not consistently up to par for 
this date. 
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August 

Moose 

A moose was taken in the general vicinity of the Ranger Station by local campers 
(berry pickers) on the 9th. The meat was widely shared and appreciated. Two moose 
were seen together on a hillside a few days before this, but those are the only moose 
sightings through August on the Monument that we are aware of. Based on August 
of the past few years, this seems about the normal low. 

Bear 

Bear-people interaction through August has been a bit intense. Several incidents of 
bears in and around camps have occurred. No people have been harmed and little 
personal property damaged, except for a couple of whitefish nets. 

On the 2nd, a bear was in a camp that had sled dogs, around 3 a.m., the darkest part of 
the night. Later that day, five bears were seen on one walrus carcass a few miles east 
of Sealing Point. On the 3rd, two small bears turned up in a camp during the dark 
hours and on the 6th, two animals passed on the beach side of a cabin quite close to 
the beach. 

On the 11th, a small bear was taken near Sisualik by a family on their way to get 
fresh water. The bear was very fat, sweet-smelling, and good eating. 

On the 15th bear tracks were noted around a camp farther east in Sisualik. 

On the 18th a whitefish net was checked and found to be torn by a bear very near the 
Ranger Station. 

On the 24th, a second net was hauled out and torn by a bear near the same location. 
The same evening two bears were seen fighting prior to feeding on a beached dead 
walrus near the pole grave site at Akulaaq. 

On the 31st, a very large bear fed on the same walrus and strolled along the beach 
toward Sisualik on the water edge line, until he reached the first inhabited camp, 
where he spooked back to the hills. 

It is likely, out of this interesting time, that two or three bears have been killed, but 
we know for sure of only one. 

The presence of so many bears on this rather heavily-peopled beach this summer is 
undoubtedly the result of many consecutive years of walrus carcasses on this stretch 
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of beach through July and August. Such abundance of bears was unknown 
historically. It is quite remarkable that both bears and people have had so few direct 
confrontations. The older and larger the bear, the more avoidance of actual 
confrontation seems to occur. It is generally two or three year old bears that get seen 
and into trouble. 

Sheep 

No report. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

August is probably the month at the very bottom of marine mammal importance in 
Kotzebue Sound. There are Spotted Seals, Harbor Porpoise and Gray Whales in the 
Sound in considerable numbers, but they are not where people are very often. 

One Gray Whale sighting from Sealing Point and a day or two of many Spotted Seals 
in Kotzebue Channel were the only reports through August, except for fairly regular 
sightings of our little Harbor Porpoise groups offshore in the Anigaaq to Port Site 
area. 

Small Mammals 

A Flying Squirrel, of all things, turned up at the Ranger Station first on the 25th and 
again on the 31st. Identification was a bit speculative, but after locating pictures of 
Red and Flying Squirrels, two individuals that got a good look at the animal thought 
it to be of the latter species. The Flying Squirrel is known from central Alaska and 
the inland forested areas of the NANA Region. During summer we occasionally see 
Red Squirrels on the shores of Kotzebue Sound and through the Monument. To our 
knowledge this is the first documented appearance of a Flying Squirrel on 
Krusenstern National Monument. 

Tundra Voles and shrews seem to be building in numbers slowly but Red-backed 
Voles are not present al all, a very different scene than last year. 

Several Least Weasels have been seen in summer brown, which is unusual. 
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Only one porcupine incident occurred this August in Sisualik. It was killed with a 
shotgun in a camp that has many dogs. 

Furbearers 

Not much indication at this time as to how local furbearer production has been. 
There is Red Fox sign around in places where it should be, but no sign of anything 
unusual. 

Birds 

There was a rather unusual scarcity of ducks in many of the places where they 
normally gather after molt. Pintails especially and wigeon to some degree, have just 
not been in areas where they begin their fall fattening activity. This is true mostly of 
Sisualik, and of course they could simply have found a better or sufficient food 
source at other locations. We have had hints of maybe more "ducks" than usual on 
the edges of Sealing Point lagoon, and fair numbers on the Noatak Delta east of us. 
There is in the Journal a "hearsay" possibility for local pintail and wigeon scarcity 
(August 3). 

Cranes were in good numbers on the Sealing Point flats and began moving out as 
usual on the westerlies of the last week of the month. 

An Aleutian Tern colony was again noted at Tasgagaruq Lagoon, where some young 
were still not flying by the 7th, when most Arctic Tern young were. 

The lack of young W. Ptarmigan on berry picking grounds was again noticeable, so 
apparently local production by this fine bird was again poor. 

There were multitudes of newly fledged passerines around on the 5th, but by the end 
of the month it was difficult to see a bird of this form on the flats, marshes and beach 
ridges. 

Many Wheatears (Trout Birds) were in coastal habitat during the week of the 13th. 
Flocks of Western Sandpipers were moving through as late as the 18th. 

Red-necked Phalarope were quite abundant for several days around the 19th, when 
the first fall Sanderlings made their regular appearance. 

We received a first fall “gift goose:” a mature fat White-fronted on the 22nd. 
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We finally heard the piercing voice of a Whimbrel on the 21st. This bird, which in 
most years is quite numerous here when berries ripen, was virtually absent this 
August. No hint of reason except that the blueberry crop was so heavy and wide
spread, that they simply may have fattened where they hatched. 

Waterfowl numbers, swans and geese especially, increased quite rapidly the last few 
days of the month. 

Four or five Short-eared Owls and couple of N. Harriers were noted through the 
month, but raptors seemed scarce in all areas we passed through. 

Arctic Terns with their new young were gone by the end of the month. 

There seemed gaps in usual numbers of some species this August '93 that are at this 
point in time unexplainable. 

Plants 

Concerning plants for August '93, the several nights of early frost and general lack of 
precipitation probably were most meaningful. One wonders how some species 
manage to produce viable seed in some years when late frosts and early frosts 
interrupt normal maturing processes. Our super crop of blueberries this year (the best 
in 45 years at least) and fair harvest of salmonberries, softened the shock of having a 
great developing crop of blackberries frozen just before they became sweet. Several 
frosty nights in mid-month softened them, making them hard to pick and also 
making them bitter rather than sweet. The usual good sweet taste was not there. After 
a week of intermittent moisture near the end of the month, some did recover and got 
firm and sweet, so all were not lost. 

One last "new-flowering" G. detonsa was noted on the 1st. The shortness of season 
for this plant is a reflection of hot, dry, frost syndrome of this August '93. In some 
years the first blossoms of this plant don't appear until August 1st. 

An outstanding incident on the 4th of this month is a first in nearly 50 years:  Eel 
Grass (Zostera marina). It is hoped that there will be some follow up on this 
happening. See Journal for more details. This plant figures very prominently in Brant 
biology, both on the West Coast and the East Coast. On the West Coast some Brant 
populations spend several months north of known Eel Grass beds. How and what 
they live on in our north sections might be of tremendous importance in perpetuating 
this fine species of waterfowl. 

We got to our salmonberry picking area camp (west of the Ranger Station) on the 6th 

and had a good day. All berries were ripe and we lucked out on the spot we picked to 
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camp at as it hadn't yet been picked. We overnighted and then returned on the 9th to 
overnight again. Our harvest for the 3 day pick was 150 lbs. of salmonberries. Quite 
good and also an early date for that location. Went back to blueberry picking on the 
11th. Frosts on several nights made both blue- and blackberries soft on the 16th. The 
cottonwood copse color change was noticeable on the 17th and leaves were "flamed 
yellow" by the 26th. There were still a few "new flowering" daises and paintbrush on 
the 19th and the marsh was yellow and mountains red by the 21st. 

We found good firm sweet blackberries on the 26th and after working on them 
several days did get our normal quota. So our berry year turned out quite well. We 
did not have cranberries yet by the end of the month. 

Was surprised to find a large number of freshly blooming Monkshood (Aconitum 
delphinifolium) in the willows of "autumn leaves" on the last day of the month. 
Snoopy the dog’s last resting place is in this willow thicket. The helmet shaped 
petals were a very dear bright blue. Had not seen a "patch" of flowers blooming 
together for several weeks. This was a special treat and unusual. I don't know where 
one might find another "patch" of freshly blooming flowers at this late date in this 
region. 

Insects do a dramatic retreat through August and by mid-month only become 
bothersome during warm moist periods. Ground spiders and egg-laying blowflies are 
the most active species during warm spells toward months end. 

Fish 

Outstanding in the fish category for August '93 was the early closure of the 
commercial Chum Salmon season on the 8th because of apparently low total numbers 
of fish and a very skimpy showing of 4- year-old fish. The early closure, besides 
hurting fishers and buyers, has had numerous side effects. The timing of the closure 
will insure that many incidentally caught large char will not be killed, as the closure 
came around the peak of their run. The closure has also prompted the quick 
development of a plan of what to do with quite a lot of hatchery return fish that were 
not caught in the commercial fishery because of its early closure. At month’s end this 
was still being worked out. 

There was a noticeable difference in one segment of the char population that carried 
on into August from a beginning in July. This segment is the group that will spawn 
this season, but late. Usually they are around Sisualik during a 10-day period 
following ice out on the ocean. They are usually quite fat but still feeding 
opportunistically and their gonad development is steadily growing. They are seldom 
seen after this 10 day window here in the ocean and have presumably entered the 
rivers. This year they were regularly seen in the table net not only through July but 
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also August. Numbers were not great – two or three to six each time the net was set. 
Egg size continued to increase through the period and sometimes there would be 
stomach contents. 

Since Anigaaq and Akulaaq closed early, at just the right time this year, there are lots 
of whitefish trapped inside both systems. Nets were set by many local people 
through August, both for making dried fish and cooking for dog feed. Some netters 
reported "lots" of small sheefish (10 or more) per netter early on. This is unusual in 
this system, but not surprising as many young shee come down with spring run off, 
and some would naturally work their way into the inland waterway and be trapped 
with whitefish, flounders, bullheads, etc. Even a few salmon sometimes turn up 
inside. 

We first caught a fall trout on the 10th. Didn't see trout birds (Wheatears) until the 
13th . 

As late as the 22nd good chum catches were being made by subsistence fishers 
around the Noatak Delta. Fair chum catches continued through month's end, but char 
in Sisualik nets dropped off abruptly before the last week. 

People 

Three new events stand out this month concerning people. More people than in other 
recent years "lived" in the area between the Ranger Station and Port Site in semi
permanent camps. When the salmonberry stampede began another anomaly became 
apparent. Usually at berry picking time each extended family sets up their own tent 
camp at their chosen picking site. This year, apparently partly because of bears and 
partly for convenience, folks either moved in with already established camps or 
made daily round trips from established camps at Sisualik. There were a lot of berry 
pickers, with numbers peaking between the 6th and 10th of the month. Access was 
both by boat and ATV. 

A second happening was a BBC TV camera crew descending on our camp and doing 
their thing - all day! This was on the 12th. 

On the 22nd, "outside" campers were noted in the Sealing Point area and they seemed 
to be kind of a first "tour guide" prospecting group. We knew this would happen 
sooner or later and we have wondered how the change of more visiting humans on 
the Monument will work out. There will be, of course, both positive and negative 
effects, and we wonder what the tradeoff will amount to. 

Starting on the 18th a bear checked a whitefish net quite near the Ranger Station. This 
happened three times more before the month ended, with some net damage and of 
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course fish taken. As dark hours have increased, bear sightings have almost come to 
an end on the beach. The bears, the ones still alive, have learned to confine their 
beach-combing activities to the dark hours. This is scary, but a good thing for the 
most part. 

The long standing tradition of sharing is still alive and well. We were given a fat first 
fall goose and a half of a Noatak caribou among other things, during this fine month 
of August 1993. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

SEPTEMBER  

Introduction 

September this year was quite an interesting, productive and sometimes trying 
month. Maybe a bit more trying for tent dwellers than for those with more substantial 
housing. We had wind this month, and that makes the difference as temperatures 
gradually drop to the point of bringing ice and slush to the waters of the region. This 
is the real prelude to October freeze up. 

We had eight days of winds to 30 k or better and four days of wind between 40 and 
55 knots. Fifty knots on the 16th from the NW and 55 knots on the last day of the 
month from the NE were our real high wind days. Anything over 20 k this time of 
year is uncomfortable in a tent. Temperatures are of course one major reason. Our 
warmest days of the month were on the 6th and 7th at 54º F; a good number of days 
had lows in the 20's. Our first snow came on the 2nd but didn't last very long. We did 
have ice of 2" thickness on our small fresh water lake by the 29t, and first ocean 
slush on the 26th, with drifting snow on the 30th. 

Several outstanding events occurred during this month. Caribou finally turned up in 
numbers while the bulls were still good and fat. This was on the 21st at Sealing Point 
and the 23rd here. Then on the 27th a large elderly bull walrus was taken, butchered 
and divided up with all Sisualik. Having that much fresh quaq is unusual for us at 
this season. 

Waterfowl take in Sisualik was probably less than in any fall season in this century. 
Ducks, both pintail and wigeon were scarce and berry crop was so universally 
abundant that there was little concentration of geese. Swans were plentiful and 
stayed late, but few hunters in the field sought to take these late birds. The reasons 
for the light take of waterfowl are somewhat readable but also leave some mysteries, 
mostly in the line of reasons for scarcity of preferred species. 

Netting for whitefish at Anigaaq has been super good as was predicted due its timely 
closure. It was almost lost on the 15th when a storm with high water nearly re-opened 
the channel. 

Two juvenile Canvasback in hand on the 9th, one whose flight feathers had not quite 
grown to flight stage, finally gave proof that this species, which recently extended its 
range into this area, is having some production success. To our knowledge this is the 
first proof locally that this species has produced young to flight stage. Region- wise 
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it may or may not be a different story. One hint of this species recently extending its 
range is that it has no local Eskimo name. 

Wildlife 

Caribou, bear and a lone old bull walrus stole the show for larger animals this month. 
Smaller creatures are apparently also fewer in number than last year. 

No particular problems for wildlife were known to develop locally, though ducks – 
namely pintail and wigeon – were very scarce through the month in areas they have 
formerly used heavily each September. On the more positive side, caribou turned up 
in good numbers from the west a couple of weeks earlier than they usually do here, 
while the bulls were still fat and untainted by onset of the rut. There was a high 
percentage of adult bulls and the general consensus seems to be that though a few 
were over fat, most only qualified as carrying moderate back fat. For practical 
purposes they were fat enough and we are very thankful for their timely arrival. The 
relative dryness of our summer could account for the only moderate fat status. 
Caribou back fat this month generally reflects forage quality. 

The absence of Red-backed Voles (as opposed to super abundance last year) and 
relatively low populations of Tundra Voles and shrews has become readable with the 
first snows. 

With birds, the scarcity of Willow Ptarmigan and the inland specimens of newly-
fledged Canvasbacks are of interest. As usual, few Horned Puffins and murres turned 
up dead – emaciated – in late September and October. 

Caribou 

From a user’s viewpoint, this has been a satisfying month for caribou. The user not 
only likes to have them available when they are in peak physical condition, but 
he/she likes to know that there are lots so that the species can obviously handle the 
expected human harvest as well as pressure from other predators. Both of these 
conditions were fully met in September on the Krusenstern Area. 

On the 2nd we had word that caribou had passed both Kivalina and the Red Dog 
Road. On the 5th a boat that had hunted and loaded up on the Noatak River passed 
here, dropping off a carcass on its way to Kivalina. This was kind of a first and a 
rather amusing "Coals to Newcastle" deal. Caribou were not available in Kivalina 
when this hunter headed for Noatak. While he was gone they kind of over ran the 
village. 
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On the 8th a bull caribou was seen from Sisualik but not caught. On the 10th caribou 
were reported at the mouth of the Aggie River on the Noatak. We had ground cover 
of light snow on both the 17th and 19th, but it wasn't till the 20th that two caribou were 
seen at Akulaaq. Large numbers turned up at Sealing Point, west of and behind, on 
the 21st. On the 22nd they were 7-8 miles closer to Sisualik. One the 23rd there were 
several thousand caribou in around and behind Sisualik. 

By the 26th these caribou had reversed travel direction and were traveling west. On 
the 28th the first hint of a "strong smelling" bull was reported. An early date for that, 
as in some years it doesn't happen till the 10th of October. By the 30th caribou were 
again moving past Sisualik in an easterly direction and this time will probably cross 
the as yet ice free Noatak River, to join up with the multitudes that have in the 
meantime been gathering east of that river, from the Aggie to the Delta. 

Needless to say, with all this opportunity people with machines or boats to travel and 
transport their catch have pretty much taken what they think they can use. Non
freezing temperatures and spells of rain have somewhat limited preservation 
potential for some uses. 

September 1993 has been good for us and for all who live mostly or partially from 
what the land provides. See Journal entry of September 5 for account of Red Dog 
road use for caribou. 

Moose 

Absolutely no moose incidents or sightings came to our attention through the month. 
This is not unusual for this month here. Just prior to mating season activity, moose 
are usually at higher inland elevations. When local population is real high we often 
do see a few on their sorties out of normal habitat. Not this year, which I guess 
indicates a less than abundant local population. 

Bear 

As expected, bear tracks along the beach of the "people travel zone" from Sisualik to 
Sealing Point were common and fresh daily. Probably partly due to arrival of caribou 
in mid-month, providing gut piles, heads and wounded lost animals. There were no 
bear-fish net incidents, though bears were seen several times during daylight hours. 

A pair of "teenage" bears got in between a west traveling ATV and an east traveling 
machine on the 11th. A few days before (on the 9th) a small bear removed a barrel of 
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oil from an underground storage cache, but ran off before opening it. Sled dogs were 
near and probably barked at the right time. 

To our knowledge no additional bears were killed this month. A revised picture of 
bear mortality for the full summer season looks like this: Two were killed for sure. It 
is quite likely two other small yearlings were destroyed and possibly a third 
wounded. Except for the two known dead animals, the other three remain 
speculative. This is for the beach strip of campsites from Sisualik Point to west of 
Sealing Point. 

By the end of the month there were still three different sized bears making tracks on 
the beach. 

Sheep 

No report. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

On the 10th, while making a town trip, we found lots of Spotted Seals in Kotzebue 
Channel. Some groups of a hundred were reported. There were probably large 
numbers of herring in the channel as marine waters were at a high level and current 
has run inward for awhile. This is a little early for such large concentrations, but then 
in this area at this time, seal activity is motivated by food needs. 

On the 12th a first reported seal catch was noted. One boat caught two Spotted Seals 
and first fall season young uguruq was seen, though not caught. 

On the evening of the 26th a beach traveler ran into a hauled out large bull walrus in 
between west side Sisualik camps. Having no gun, he went to a neighbor to borrow 
one. He was unused to the gun and the walrus finally woke up. He got the gun to 
work but only wounded the animal. It swam out, but was obviously showing signs of 
its wounds. It soon got dark. At daylight, the same hunter traveled to the same beach 
location, where he found the animal hauled out high and dry and still alive. He 
finished it off and most Sisualik camp people turned out to cut up the large old bull 
with a missing tusk, finding that he was quite fat, which made the skin and meat of 
choice quality. Everybody got about all they wanted. Live walrus do not land here 
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every year, but often there are one or two in the time window from late September to 
mid October. Usually they are very old animals or sub-adults. We are thankful for 
this great windfall that will contribute to our food diversity through the winter. 

First slush ice in the ocean was noted also on the 26th. That fact is always important 
to both marine mammals and the hunters of the same. 

Though several were seen, no fall uguruq were known to have yet been taken by 
month’s end. 

Small Mammals 

Ground Squirrels had a good summer and look fat and sleek on the warm days that 
they are out. The camp squirrel even looks out of shape, something like a Japanese 
wrestler. 

Tundra Voles are not real numerous but population building again. Have not seen 
any Red-backed Voles. 

A few shrews have turned up through the month. The abundant outdoor storage of 
caribou meat and fish is sure to cause a rapid increase. 

Furbearers 

Fox tracks, probably mostly reds, have increased through the month on outer beaches 
and lake margins, indicating some production this year. Only moderate numbers are 
indicated. 

A pair of otters was reported by some caribou hunters in the Sealing Point area. They 
are not seen too often in that area though there is a known den site on the large creek 
nearest the Ranger station. 

Birds 

Northern Pintail and American Wigeon were very noticeably absent from many of 
their favorite feeding areas this fall. They were few through spring migration and 
apparently had poor nesting results, or maybe were just few in number to nest. At 
any rate, few flying young were noted. 

Even geese (White-fronts and Canada) didn't form the great concentrations they 
often do over coastal berry fields. 
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Tundra Swans were plentiful and multiple young were noted with pairs when they 
finally turned up. They seemed late. The first were not noted until the 16th. 

A single Whimbrel seen on the 3rd was one of the very few noted here this fall. This 
species used to be very numerous here in late August and early September. Their 
numbers seemed to be fading over recent years and this year seems the poorest 
showing ever. 

By the 2nd, land birds (passerines) and most small sandpipers and plovers were gone. 

The ground and beach grasses were livened-up again on the 16th when snow buntings 
began moving through. There were lots this year with many very dull colored birds 
of the year. 

See Journal entry of 9th for a unique Canvasback report. 

Willow Ptarmigan are scarce in the extreme. 

A flock of 40 plus Sandhill Cranes on the 16th was the late last sign of this species 
that made a fair showing in the earlier days of the month. 

On the 19th a single adult Pomarine Jaeger turned up around camp. It seemed weak 
and hungry. We fed it up for a few days and it got much stronger and disappeared. It 
was pretty much out of time for that species here. Hope he caught up. 

A Pelagic Cormorant seen on the 24th was one of several reported by coastal 
travelers during the last week of September. 

Three dead emaciated Horned Puffins drifted in on inshore winds on the 12th and 
three murres on the 20th. These are small numbers for the amount of beach covered 
and is a kind of chronic happening each year in late September and October. The 
Horned Puffins were still in spring-summer plumage and bill. 

A tremendous flock of gulls built up at the Anigaaq outlet when waves went over 
and almost opened the channel on the 15th. Many fish tried to make it out and were 
stranded. By the 17th there may have been over 2,000 mostly Glaucous Gulls 
gathered at the outlet. 

Five Snow Geese were noted moving south on the 29th. 

We had our first drifting snow on the 30th, which may have discouraged the 30-40 
Dunlins we had on the 28th. 
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Plants 

Though blackberries firmed up some between freezing spells, damp and windy 
weather didn't permit much more harvest in the berry fields in September. The 
berries were there and pickable alright, but most of us counted what we already had 
picked as sufficient for the winter and turned to other activities (whitefish and 
caribou). 

Found two species of plant still carrying blossoms on the 23rd (chamomile and marsh 
fleabane). Their Latin names are in Journal entry for the date. 

Fish 

Fish reports on Krusenstern for September and October normally revolve around 
whitefish, Saffron Cod and herring, with whitefish being the major target when the 
outlets at Anigaaq and Akulaaq close in mid-July or early August. 

Several tons of whitefish were taken out of the Anigaaq systems before September 
ended and fishing effort can continue through October. Seining and set net were the 
methods used, but a real lot of fish were picked up on the 16th after a storm nearly re
opened the channel. The area flooded and fish trying to get out were trapped on the 
gravel as water receded. 

These fish are choice both for people and for dogs. Early in the month most that 
weren't cooked for dog feed were cut and dried for people use. After mid-month 
many were sacked for winter use. They achieve varying degrees of flavor depending 
on whether freeze up happens early or late. 

Fishing has been so good at Anigaaq that Akulaaq hasn't yet been touched. 

A good catch of Chum Salmon was made in a half shackle of net from a western 
Sisualik camp. Eighteen were caught in a few hours. 

At this same time, egg-taking at the Hatchery got real intense as they sought to fill 
their egg quota while a trial commercial fishing effort was going into operation just 
downstream of the Hatchery. 

On the 1st we caught a 12" male char in full breeding plumage with running milt. 
This seems quite small for active, effective char reproduction. On the 6th a larger 
spawned out "slink" char turned up in the net. This was an interesting catch too, 
because the run of overwintering fattened char had already passed in migration, and 
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this fish without building its fat reserves somewhere, certainly could not survive the 
winter in fresh water. 

Our catch of Saffron Cod was light through September, mainly because of rough 
ocean water. We did get a tub full on the 20th. First running slush in the ocean on the 
26th kind of signals a close end to ocean netting though. If the weather milds up 
before October freeze- up, we may get a few more Saffron Cod or some herring at 
that time. We didn't fish herring at all this September. 

People 

Those "summer people" who had not moved back to their village or winter homes by 
the end of August had done so by Labor Day. The people in camps that remain will 
probably hang on until freeze-up or longer, depending on individual specific reasons 
to stay. A very few will overwinter again. 

Blackberry picking, which often keeps folks active in the field till the last week of 
September, closed down early this year due to poor quality of berries in some areas. 
There were good berries to pick, but that word didn't get around to the general 
public, and enough rainy days further discouraged the activity. 

There were no shots heard on the 1st, the opening of the legal duck season, but a 
number of duck hunters were active in the area on the 11th. 

We had a last visit from the Ranger Station crew on the 8th as they prepared to shut 
down the Station. 

An unusual happening on the 16th: an earthquake was felt sharply by a neighbor who 
was in the house sitting down. Most of us were working around outside at this time 
and did not notice it. The center was said to be 35 miles NW of here. 

People and bears pretty much stayed out of each other’s way through the month, 
though they used the same trailways at times. See Journal entry of 11th for note of an 
unusual daytime happening in this line. 

On the 15th during a flood watch, a call went over the CB that help was needed ay 
Anigaaq outlet to keep the channel from breaking into the open sea and letting all the 
fish out. A good crew turned up and drove poles and stuff into the sand to keep 
running water from cutting a channel in the gravel outlet dam. They were successful 
and got paid almost immediately with all the stranded whitefish anybody (including 
2,000+ gulls) could pick up in a couple of days. By the third day all the dead fish 
were cleaned up. (Bears helped for at least one night.) 
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The Tower at Sealing Point has had one leg undermined by high surf but was still 
standing, though leaning, at months' end. It is a landmark that will be dearly missed 
by the present generation of beach dwellers here. I am reminded that such rare birds 
to the area as Osprey, Bohemian Waxwing, Gray Jay and Eurasian Bullfinch have 
been seen resting on the only "tree" on the beachridge flats during the past 40 years. 

Again this year, a break from patterns of the past concerning people cannot be 
discounted. Both fish and abundant caribou turned up on the Monument in 
September and there was no stampede rush by non-resident people (Kotzebue or 
other villages) to take advantage of the windfall of favorite food. There are 
explanations as to why – this year and last – but the trend is unmistakable. Its basic 
cause is a sharp drop in perceived value of traditional foods. 

The above, this year, gives a rather surprising conclusion to people use of the 
Monument. In September, since no outsiders filled in the gaps, people use of the 
Monument fell short of recent historic activity for the month. 
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October 

MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

OCTOBER 

Introduction 

How often do we have a month that through most of it, one has the feeling that "the 
sooner it is gone the better?" That is a hard thing to say or feel about a month, but I 
am afraid that October 1993 was that kind of a month. The fact that we are "tent 
dwellers" through most of this month has somewhat to do with our negative feelings 
toward this October. 

We had precipitation on 19 days, most of it as rain. Winds blew at 20 k or more on 
11 days. There was a high of 42º F on the 1st and 14th. We finally had a minus 
temperature on the 27th at -6º F. 

We expect rains in August and even early September but October? No, that is "freeze 
up" month and we expect snow and ice for easy travel, not swollen creeks and rivers 
and water-logged ground and vegetation. 

There were some wonderful things that happened though. Waves never passed over 
the grass-sod level on the beach and joy-of-all-joys, when we finally reached our 
winter house on the 25th, the bears had not broken in. It was also great to see groups 
of caribou scattered through the valley where the house is. And a whole handful of 
Gray Jays about to starve, because there were no human occupants in the house with 
food scraps. 

On the 17th we were blessed with a great unexpected windfall of huge fat whitefish 
from the ocean, a direct result of the heavy rains and bad weather of the first half of 
October. 

Freeze-up did get underway again on the 17th, and the 22nd was the day, finally, when 
air temps didn't rise above freezing all day. Because of this, we were of course able 
to move into the security of our spruce patch winter house on the 25th. 

A good lot of the caribou and fish harvested in September that wasn't artificially 
refrigerated became too strong for human use and will go to those that have dog 
teams to feed. This is the result of the gamble that everyone is faced with in 
September, when caribou and fish are available and of choice quality, and one cannot 
know how freeze-up weather and air temperatures will evolve. We lucked out more 
than most, having only filled our freezer and making several "hanging hams" with 
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Monthly Report 

our caribou catch (three fat bulls). We cut and half-dried many of our early whitefish 
and they made it alright. We may have a couple of sacks of fish that will be too 
strong for most humans. October was a mean one, no doubt about it. 

Ice on inland freshwater lakes was 6" or less by the last day of the month. Snow 
depth in timbered areas was about the same measure (6"). 

Wildlife 

Creatures during the month had their bad times and good times too. Because of the 
cool end of summer, caribou came into the rut season two weeks earlier than usual. 
(Strong smelling, tasting bulls were noted in the last week of September.) 
Consequently, they started dropping antlers shortly after mid October. The wetness 
of the late fall no doubt much improved the quality of lichen forage after a hot dry 
summer. Quality of lichen towards the end of October around our cabin where 
caribou land begins, was/is very high and back fat on females reflects that. 

High freshwater systems with rather constant high level marine waters caused late 
waterfowl and shorebirds to vacate unfrozen habitat before or as October got 
underway. It made the marshes extreme "barren lands," pretty much for the full 
month. It was a very "lonesome" with lots of open water and mud but no marsh 
creatures. 

Exceptions were Snow Buntings and Snowy Owls, of which there were lots. Red 
Phalaropes and Oldsquaw ducks also made a good showing, due mostly to onshore 
storms. 

Caribou 

Caribou were scarce on the coast through the month after heavy movements through 
the area in September. However, through aircraft reports we learned of large, rather 
sedentary groups of caribou, midway between the coast and the Hatchery on the west 
side of Noatak River and just under the coastal mountains east of the Noatak. Late in 
the month we were able to get inland and see them ourselves. These were more or 
less actively mating groups with a very high percentage of mature bulls, females 
with and without calves and very few sub-adult males. Bulls with one or both antlers 
shed were noted as early as the 26th. Most of these bulls will surely winter in the 
area. Forage quality (lichens) looked super-great in feeding areas near our winter 
cabin, due, no doubt, to the late rainy season. 
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October 

Moose 

Very little moose news for October. There were a few tracks around our cabin area 
when we got there, but the month ended before we saw any. Very little inland travel 
was possible in October and moose are inland and at higher elevations during 
October. 

Bear 

Bear still made tracks into October but seem to have withdrawn to warm dry den 
areas after a good summer for fattening. Last deeds on the coast were the packing off 
of a couple of caribou carcasses from a far west Sisualik camp on the 13th and a brief 
beachcombing sortie on the 21st west of Sealing Point. 

We are very grateful to the bear clan for showing restraint around our winter cabin. 
We expected the worst and there was none of it. TAIKUU! 

Sheep 

No report. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

Poor conditions did not permit much chance for marine mammal hunting during first 
half of the month. A few Common Seals and young uguruq were taken and some lost 
around the 20th. Loss occurred because of so much freshwater diluting the salt. We 
found and made good use of one dead uguruq from our whitefish net on the 20th. Not 
much change in conditions or catch as the month ended. Lack of ice and too much 
wind makes poor seal hunting. 
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Monthly Report 

Small Mammals 

Vole and shrew populations continue at rather low level. Tundra Voles and shrews 
were seen, and tracks on the snow give confirmation to the estimated density. 

Ground Squirrels were active until quite late in the month. Last observation was on 
the 21st. 

When we returned on the 25th, Red Squirrel numbers seemed similar to what they 
were when we left our spruce patch last April. 

Short-tailed Weasel and Least Weasel tracks are around in small numbers. 

Furbearers 

Rumors grew through the month of a growing invasion of Arctic Fox. By the 20th 

there was no longer any doubt that the white foxes had arrived in numbers, as they 
do every decade or so when production is good early in the season, and then food 
scarcity on breeding grounds causes a movement on the coast north or south before 
there is ice on the ocean where they can join Polar Bears. They tend to concentrate 
wherever a large food source is available. Fish, dead caribou, walrus or whale 
carcasses will hold them till furs are prime in December. This happening used to be 
eagerly looked forward to in the past when the fur trade was one of the few sources 
of cash in the region. Early skins (September through November) made good durable 
working-hunting parkas for local hunter-gatherer families. 

Red Foxes were also present in good numbers in the wake of the great food source 
after September caribou migration. 

There were Land Otter tracks on the creek when we got up to the house. 

No hint or mention was made of either Wolf or Wolverine through the month. 
Access to the mountains and interior sections was very limited through October 
because of the lack of lasting snow. 

78 



 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

October 

Birds 

The last of the freshwater waterfowl were gone by the first few days of the month, 
though habitat remained open through the whole month. Tundra Swans with young 
were last seen on the 2nd. Six Greater Scaup hung on till the 11th, but for the most 
part only Oldsquaws, which were quite numerous, were the only ducks that could be 
found on the ocean. 

Large numbers of phalaropes and Snow Buntings during the first half of the month 
were great, adding a sense of birdlife in an otherwise barren, but unfrozen habitat. 
See Journal entry for the 16th for comments relating to late freeze and bird absence. 

On the 9th two great birds were noted while traveling the beach. A Yellow-billed 
Loon, the only one seen this fall, and an adult Pelagic Cormorant passed, moving 
southeast. The giant Loon was swimming, the Cormorant flying. Cormorants were 
seen several times from this date till the last week of the month. 

A dead juvenile Red-throated Loon was found on the 11th. It was emaciated; maybe 
the result of a lost parent or too much rough, turbid water for efficient feeding. 

We didn't set Snowy Owl traps till the 22nd but got two the first night and one the 
second. We didn't reset the traps as we moved on the 25th. Owl movement was pretty 
strong this year as we saw a few throughout the month. 

Willow Ptarmigan very scarce on the coast but we found numerous small groups 
inland. 

There was an abundance of Gray Jays waiting for us at the house. There were six, 
maybe a record. Lots of ravens as well, due to long residence of caribou in the valley 
adjacent to the house. 

We and Jonathan (the Sisualik Glaucous Gull) apparently left Sisualik on the same 
day. We didn't see any sign of him on our trips back to haul stuff. He was constantly 
present prior to the move. We hope he winters well and returns in April. He should 
have enough fat reserves to make a go of it. He ate enough choice food this summer 
and looked quite robust and full-feathered after completing molt. 

Plants 

The rain saturated ground through October may benefit next year plant growth. 
There is an elder’s saying: late fall wet ground means a great berry production next 
season. We shall see. 

Lichens, caribou forage, looked incredibly vibrant and robust at feeding sites. 
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Monthly Report 

Leaves of deciduous shrubs (willow, etc.) contrasted greatly this year with last, when 
many were quick frozen green or yellowish to the plant. This year they not only 
turned reddish-brown but have a rather ugly gray cast after being rain soaked and 
unfrozen so long that mold and mildew seems to have set in. 

Spruce cone crop seems moderate, but cones seem small and very tightly sealed, as if 
they hadn't fully matured. Maybe they will yet as mild weather continued into 
November. 

Our berry and sourdock collections come into their rightful glory from now on, with 
the plant world pretty much fading into winter inactivity and rest. 

Fish 

October 1993 may be remembered long for its abundant Alaska Whitefish 
(Humpback) catch potential. Because of the timely closure of both Anigaaq and 
Akulaaq outlets in July, great quantities of fish were trapped inside. They were 
trapped in the sense that they no longer had access to migration routes for spawning 
and wintering which has become their life pattern. A net placed in the lower reaches 
of the Anigaaq system of a proper mesh size on any day/night through September 
and all of October consistently produced several hundred fish. Usually Akulaaq is 
also fished, especially if the Anigaaq catch begins to drop with increased use. This 
year that didn't happen as the number of regular fisherman didn't deplete the Anigaaq 
system and it is the deeper and easier net tending outlet. For the first remembered fall 
in recent times Akulaaq was not touched. 

A second very unusual windfall occurred beginning on October 17th, when 
someone’s Saffron Cod net in Sisualik turned up stuffed full of very large, fat, egg-
laden whitefish from a large NW lagoon (Killikmaik) that had broken open to the sea 
because of all the October rain water and melted snow.  

For three days we took great catches of a kind of "super" Alaska Whitefish. Larger 
and fatter than is the norm for Anigaaq. In this run the 3" standard Anigaaq mesh 
size proved too small and 3 ¼” to 3 ½” took many more, very high quality fish. 
These fish were stuffed with a lot of the young of a marine bivalve which must have 
been inside Killikmaik lagoon. Stomachs from Anigaaq fish contained nothing 
similar. 

October Saffron Cod catch at Sisualik was very poor because of  too much rough and 
high water for netting. Our herring catch was nil for the same reasons. 
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Early shee netting after freeze at the end of the month in N and NW Kobuk Lake was 
reported to be good. 

We had several large white clam (Mya?) feasts through the month, the first on the 
3rd. That is one thing large swells are good for. We had our fill both of clams and big 
swells this October '93. 

People 

Residents on the Monument continued to be the rather normal few. As mentioned in 
the September report there is a continuing trend of lesser use of the area for the 
gathering of fall resources than in the recent and distant past. There were 14 active 
clan camps through the month, all of them to a more or less degree hunting, fishing 
and gathering firewood. Several of the camps have rather large dog yards for various 
reasons and they, of course, require a larger share of local resources. 

As mentioned earlier, due to extreme unusual air temperatures and rain, a good deal 
of caribou meat and fish originally harvested for human use has become useable only 
for dog food. These coincidences demonstrate some of the problems with established 
use laws. It makes simple country sense to feed to your dogs gathered foods that 
have become unfit or marginal for human use. Not doing that would again, by 
country logic, seem a waste of useable material. 

Several of these camps will be closing down and moving to other locations in 
November. 

Noatak River at the village didn't begin running ice till the 22nd, the same day 
Kotzebue Channel did the same. We were first able to walk on the ice to cross to the 
"tablelands" on the 23rd. 

A first ice crossing from Kotzebue to the north shore of Kobuk Lake happened on 
the 26th. (Early record date for that happening in the past is October 10.) First 
crossing from Sisualik to town was on the 29th. 

There was an unusual ATV accident that resulted in the death of a local Kotzebue 
resident visiting a Sisualik camp on the 2nd. 

The last small boat travelers were noted on the 17th. There was a bit of local boating 
after that over small area just for seal hunting. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

NOVEMBER 

Introduction 

November, weather-wise, was certainly no improvement over October! In fact it was 
an intensifying of adverse conditions begun back in mid-September. It snowed on 
seventeen days in November. The wind exceeded 65 knots on the 20th, from the SE. 
Our storm winds don't usually go much over 50 k. There was another SE storm with 
wind to 55 k on the third. In a fall that hasn't yet really "frozen up," we had high 
temps of 35º F on the 10th and 34º F on the 9th. Lows of -33º F on the 26th, -31º F on 
the 19th and -30º F on the 18th only remained at that low ebb for short periods of 
time, which did not cure our worst possible scenario for a dangerous freeze-up. At 
month's end, Search and Rescue was still posting warnings on normally safe village 
travel routes. In certain places these conditions will remain throughout the winter due 
to the unusual progression of freeze-up this year. 

There were some outstanding good events on November 1993. We have over
wintering groups of bull caribou close at hand - always a good feeling of security. A 
marten has returned to Krusenstern National Monument in the same pattern of 
activity as the very first three years ago. Perfect conditions for observing a total lunar 
eclipse on the 28th developed and it was quite a perfect show. It was one of those 
"bigger than life" happenings in nature that continue to outdo the greatest 
productions of man's imagination. Much like the great Northern Light displays. 
Sheefish in the NW corner of Kobuk Lake were quite fat and plentiful for the 
fishermen that braved thin ice and strong storm currents. 

Wildlife 

Icing conditions (freezing drizzle) at various times in the month may have been 
severe enough to be a problem to Willow Ptarmigan, grass and seed-eating birds 
(redpolls, Snow Buntings) and spruce cone seed-eating birds (White-winged 
Crossbills, Pine Grosbeak, chickadees). There were but few of these birds around 
early in the month and virtually cleared this condition up locally. It was never severe 
enough to be a problem to caribou or moose. No other problems are known though 
the very nature of the freeze up will have caused drowning mortalities of caribou and 
moose. 

Caribou 
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December 

There have been caribou in sight in our little creek valley each day through out the 
month. Adult bulls make up a high percentage of these small groups of 8 to 14. They 
began shedding their antlers 10 days to two weeks earlier than usual, so many groups 
are all antlerless males. Around Thanksgiving some large groups (200-300) passed 
through from W or NW. These were mostly cows, calves and sub- adult males. The 
percentage of "dry" cows in these groups was very high ("dry cow"=cow without 
calf) and they had some back and internal fat, making them prime meat. These 
passed on, crossing the Noatak in the lower Canyon area. At month's end, groups of 
bulls were still in the area in an east-west belt just south of the tree line. Hunting 
pressure on these animals was increasing as snow cover and trail conditions in and 
out of town improved. 

Moose 

Due to difficult traveling conditions (soft snow-thin ice), we visited very little moose 
habitat was visited this November, probably less than in any year since we have lived 
here. There has been much less moose sign in the near-cabin areas than in recent past 
Novembers. Two large bulls and one medium-size unsexed animal were the only 
animals seen through the month. 

An interesting "once-in-a-lifetime" observation was made on the 16th when a large 
bull with one antler, in company with another large bull with two antlers, dropped 
his lopsided heavy burden. I'm not sure whether the gift was intentional or co
incidental but it was appreciated by both him and me. He appeared to enjoy the light 
headedness and the solid antler material will make great ulu handles or net sinkers! 

We would again take a good looking female if we find one. Even with enough good 
caribou meat, one misses the variety and diversity of good moose meat. We shall see. 

Though snowfall is heavy for the date and wet snow has flattened browse in places it 
is not yet a local problem, though it could develop into problems later in the winter. 

We have not heard of any moose taken this month though they have seen in rather 
widely spaced areas along the coast. 

Bear 

No November encounters. 

Sheep 
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No report. 

Musk-ox 

No report. 

Marine Mammals 

Some early "shelf ice" hunting took place between Sisualik Point and Kotzebue 
when a finger of ocean water extended into the normal winter trail area. A few 
Ringed Seals (less than ten) and a very late young uguruq were taken on the 11th. A 
few Ringed Seals were taken from Sealing Point beach late in the month (less than 
five). 

No other Marine Mammal sightings were reported. 

Small Mammals 

Voles, though present in outlying areas, are very scarce around inland camp clearing. 
Little evidence of shrew presence has yet surfaced. 

Very high Red and White Fox numbers may be, in part, reason for low vole 
numbers. The foxes are concentrated in those areas near camps where a few caribou 
have been taken regularly through the fall. 

Only one Red Squirrel has been noted around camp. He seems to be the everlasting 
survivor! 

No rabbit track yet seen or reported from this locality. How long? How long? 

Furbearers 

The big news is that as of the 9th, after a two year absence, we have another marten 
on the Monument. As a matter of fact, on the 19th he was surprised right in our 
storage shack stealing dried whitefish from a sack! Since he thought the door I came 
in was the only way out there was lots of hisses, squeaks and evil language for a few 
minutes. At month’s end he was still making almost nightly visits to camp. His time 
maybe short though, as our neighbors down the creek have moved in again. 
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December 

Both White Fox and Red Fox are in high numbers at various locations in the area. 
There has been no hunter-trapper pressure on them through November, though that 
may change in December. 

Land Otter and weasel tracks have been noted but there seems to be no mink sign. 

One young (small) wolf passed through on the 21st but did not make tracks again. 

Two porcupines have been noted in the little timber travel we have done. 

Birds 

Generally speaking, birds of any kind were quite scarce in November except 
Common Ravens. A most unusual report was received on the 17th of a Belted 
Kingfisher following a line of open water overflow west through Sisualik. The 
observer has seen this species before only on TV, but he is quite positive of his ID. 
This species is present each summer in both the Noatak and Kobuk watersheds, but 
in very small numbers. This seems a very late date for this disoriented bird. It is 
however an interesting report. 

Snowy Owls were seen a number of times, especially early in the month, which 
indicates a good showing for this species on their movement south. 

We have an unprecedented six camp Gray Jays. The usual number is two to four. 

We have not seen a chickadee or crossbill, though other camps have reported 
chickadees. 

Willow Ptarmigan remain quite scarce. 

Snow Buntings have not been seen this month, which may mean we will not have 
over-wintering birds of this species either. 

Several bad "ice storms" may have sealed off the food sources of seed- eating birds. 
That could be the cause our apparent scarcity of small birds, as they would need to 
locate in zones that remained un-iced. 
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Plants 

The same icing storms mentioned above, along with heavy wet snow caused an early 
winter "flattening" of willows and some forbs. Though this condition may later cause 
problems for creatures that feed on these plants, generally speaking it benefits the 
plants, as they are sealed away in deep freeze until spring warmth frees them. 

Our lackadaisical freeze up this fall gave ample time for most leaves of deciduous 
plants to dry and fall to the ground. This in contrast to the early quick freeze last year 
that left many green (rather than brown) leaves on those plants. Don't know how the 
contrasts affect plant growth, but next season bud systems had ample time to develop 
to proper winter dormancy stage. 

Fish 

Saffron Cod fishing was pretty good in front of Kotzebue on our first trip there on 
the 8th. Though some trying for cod was done at Sisualik Point this month none were 
taken. In some years hooking there is good. There were some good catches made in 
the slough at Jones Camp. Some nets were maintained in the Anigaaq system 
through the early part of the month, with continued fair catches of whitefish. 
Sheefishing by net in the NW corner of Kobuk Lake got a late start due to thin ice, 
but some remarkably large catches of fine fat fish were made late in the month by 
camp fishers and Kotzebue based net setters. 

Many "uncaught" whitefish in the Anigaaq and especially Akulaaq systems will face 
a difficult winter in waters too shallow and confined for good over-wintering. Little 
is known of what happens when large numbers of fish trapped in these systems 
overwinter. It is likely that in some years large numbers perish from lack of oxygen. 

People 

There were seven occupied camps along Krusenstern beaches through November 
and very little local or non-resident visitation for any reason, due mostly to 
dangerous trails. The combination of thin ice deep snow and many storms kept most 
people near home. 

A young fellow from a local camp made a trip to Kivalina to pick up his sno-go and 
was trapped by the worst storm of the month in the worst possible location, half way 
between Kivalina and Sisualik. This was on the 20th and 21st when winds reached 65 
k in Kotzebue and chill factors early in the storm were extreme. The lad had no real 
survival camping gear and made out best he could next to his snow machine. He 
must have spent some very long, cold, wet and uncomfortable hours. Searchers went 
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December 

out as soon as possible as storm let up but he got into shelter at a house on 
Krusenstern about the same time the searchers got there. He was in good shape, but 
tired! 

The day before Thanksgiving we faced the toughest trail breaking ever from our 
cabin here to the main coast travel trail in Sisualik. It is only 6 miles or so, but it was 
the deepest, lightest snow that we recall. We did make it and had a good 
Thanksgiving with family and friends. 

Noatak River was running slush ice on November 12, a condition expected in late 
September! And this at a time when surface travel to Kotzebue is usually in full 
swing. It has, in truth, been a very unusual November. 

The uniqueness, this year, of the progression of freeze-up from mid September 
through November cannot be over emphasized. There has been nothing quite like it 
in the 45 years I have been here and it seems quite likely, through oral history, that 
there was not any thing in the generation before to match 1993. 

There will be some short term results of this "strangeness" and many longer time 
happenings that can be back traced to this uniqueness. Probably most living things 
will be touched with both positive and negative affects. 
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MONTHLY RESOURCE REPORT 

DECEMBER 

Introduction 

One could wait for many years for a December as warm as this one has been. We are 
30 miles north of the Arctic Circle and this is the month of the very shortest of sunlit 
hours. One wonders then how we could have 19 days in December 1993 in which 
temperatures remained 0º F or above and only two that reached the "winter cold 
weather" point of -20º F. (Elsewhere in this journal it is pointed out that it is at -20º F 
that the winter world develops characteristics that are peculiar to sustaining life in 
the North.) 

Visibility, or rather the lack of it, through much of December due to snow, fog, 
drizzle and drifting snow seemed to have approached record status of some sort. Ice 
conditions were so poor from the erratic freeze up period (October, November) that 
travel-ways between villages and much used paths to other places remained 
unmarked (not staked) until a few days before Christmas. Early November is the 
normal time of completion for trail marking and the traveling public depends on it 
very heavily for safety and convenience over wide stretches of Sound, lagoon, lake, 
rivers and open tundra areas. 

The lack of strong winds and the rather continuous falling of light fluffy snow kind 
of turned the land into a white mass of "easy to fly" white dust that sometimes 
completely enveloped a traveling snow machine, off trail. One could never be quite 
sure what was under that white mass which further complicated a trip to anywhere. 
People were ever advised to stay home if they didn't have to travel. This advice, of 
course, could not be taken by rural living folks since their lifestyle depends on 
mobility. They did take care though, which often means lost time, unfinished 
projects and a testing of one's individual priority system. 

December 1993 was an unusual 31 days. There was snow on 17 days. Minus 20º F 
on the 14th and a -26º F on the 15th were the two coldest days; 30º F on the 28th and 
32º F on the 27th were the warmest. Winds of 30 k on the 10th from the N and 30 k on 
the 21st from E and SE were the two windiest days. 

Wildlife 

The mild temperatures and lack of wind-driven snow for creatures already prepared 
for short sunlight and severe temperatures must seem like a kind of vacation. The 
lack of wind and rather continual snowfall made distance travel difficult and slow 
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December 

and for caribou, which meant much more snow had to be moved to get at lichen, 
which meant more time for feed requirements. Some icing of willow buds, grass seed 
heads, and spruce cones were noted, but no major problems came to light and these 
conditions improved with milder drying breezes later. Some snow crusting occurred, 
though not heavily and would not interfere with feeding; cross country flight, 
however, would be further impeded. One week end of rather heavy snow machine 
activity out of Kotzebue seems to have dispersed our local over-wintering caribou 
group. Snow depth and lack of compaction was so extreme that though any animal 
could be rather easily run down, the machines themselves were at risk because of 
lighter and deeper snow conditions than most are designed to function in. Current 
conditions on the land don't yet seem to be much of a problem for most creatures, but 
problems could develop later on in the winter with adverse weather conditions on top 
of what has already developed. 

Caribou 

Small groups of caribou (8 to 20) remained in our valley till the weekend of the 12th 

when there were a number of snow machine hunters out of town very actively 
seeking fresh meat. This activity had been curtailed through the fall due to poor and 
dangerous trails and late staking of major crossings (Sisualik, Jones Camp and 
Noatak Delta). Only one small group of caribou has been seen since that hunt in our 
immediate area. That was on the 23rd. There has been no hint as to where those that 
were here moved off to and where, in the Monument, there might be other small 
groups of over-wintering animals. Buckland is reported to have fat caribou again and 
more of the NW Arctic Herd is said to have crossed the Unalakleet River than ever 
before this century. There may be some over-wintering groups in our area that will 
become known as days get longer and light gets better. 

Our last kill was made on the 4th and was a dry female with good inside fat and light 
back fat. Feeding conditions worsened after this date, with more snow to be moved 
to reach lichens. Next month will give a better reading of caribou in local areas. 

Moose 

Moose tracks passing through our area have been relatively few through the late fall 
but an upward trend in that situation seemed indicated as December came to an end. 
This may be due to outlying individuals moving into major creek and river areas as 
snowdrift built in the areas where they had been. In our area, snow depth generally is 
only up to the first leg joint in moose and they still get around freely. Several places 
have been noted where single moose have spent long periods in small restricted 
feeding areas. Probably good feed and mild weather dampens the wanderlust at this 
season in some herbivores. 
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Monthly Report December 

We have not taken a moose yet this year and have put in little time seeking a proper 
animal. Spaced kills (for freshness) of high quality caribou meat has been one of our 
better gifts this winter. We would like a good fat moose at this point if one seems 
predominate with a few cow/calf combinations and some single but small (young) 
cows. 

Bear 

No bear report even though a family is spending time at their home at Sealing Point 
where Polar Bear occurrence could be expected. 

Musk-ox 

No report. No travelers known to be through their wintering areas. 

Marine Mammals 

Oddly enough, there is no report of seals taken through December '93. It is odd 
because if there were active hunting people along the coast of the Monument, with 
all the mild weather there would have been seals taken if there were seals. Though 
there were a few people along the coast, all were occupied with other interests and 
no seals were taken to our knowledge. 

Small Mammals 

There is some sign of voles and shrews, but of a very limited nature. 

Scattered Red Squirrels became quite active in the mild weather around Christmas 
and though not much of their habitat was visited, the indications are that density is 
thin, similar to last year. The rather surprising observation is that those few locations 
that have squirrels that we know about are visited by each marten that passes 
through, but the squirrels are not caught. 

A crew out from here on the 9th, our CBC day, reported Varying Hare tracks on some 
rocky knolls between here and the Hatchery. This is the first hint this year of 
possible Snowshoe Hares on the Monument. 

Furbearers 
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The unusual interest here is of course the way marten have descended on timbered 
areas of the Monument. One was reported around camp in November, which was 
only the second ever known from this area. The first was documented three years 
ago. None were reported last year and the previous year. This first animal this year, 
after making tracks and eating freely from our storage shack for ten days or so, was 
taken in a neighbor's trap at their camp down creek from here. That was on the 8th. 
There were no tracks for awhile, but by the 14th tracks were noted again around camp 
and again a marten was taken next to our neighbor's generator. By the 17th we had 
word of five taken west of the Noatak River and at least one taken in Kotzebue town! 

New tracks continued around our camp and into storage cabin through to month’s 
end. This truly is a new development in this century and apparently last century as 
well, according to what oral history we can trace. One cannot imagine a food source 
of mass enough developing or being here long enough for a resident population to 
build. 

Single Land Otter makes tracks up or down the creek every once in awhile. Both 
Short-tailed and Least Weasels occasionally show their dainty tracks on the new 
snow. 

White Fox seem to have dispersed from the area as food sources (mostly human 
related, hunting, fishing activities) dried up. Red fox on the other hand seem to have 
grown in number, concentrating around points of old caribou kill sites and fishing 
activities. Some trapping and hunting of foxes got underway at mid-month by some 
young folks and continued for a few days, but then the activities seemed to fade. 
Don't know total catch but some were taken and they would have been quite tame in 
the beginning. Don't know what sparked the renewed effort, but at month's end it 
seems it was a brief interlude. Red foxes are still numerous around camp. 

Birds 

With a lively crew of six out of Kotzebue on the 29th, we did our CBC. It was a 
beautiful mild but short day. With 8 participants we found seven species and 110 
individuals. A Snowy Owl and 20 Pine Grosbeak were a pleasant surprise. Other 
species were Common Raven (37), Willow Ptarmigan (17), Gray Jay (16), Boreal 
Chickadee (2), and Snow Bunting (17). Many thanks go out to the brave Kotzebue 
crew that came out to help in spite of very deep soft snow, thin ice and not much bird 
potential. We hope that someday things may come together just right and we could 
double the number of species seen this year. There is that potential. There is only one 
other count north of the Arctic Circle and that is at Prudhoe Bay where they 
consistently have only one species, a tribute to the hardiness of that bird as well as 
those folks who count them. 
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Monthly Report December 

Willow Ptarmigan have been largely absent from the area through the earlier fall and 
this month, but after some freezing drizzle periods near the end of the month tracks 
became much more common. With hares still absent and ptarmigan scarce, our 
willow patches look pretty barren. 

Plants 

The warm and sometimes dry air around Christmas time finally brought some 
opening of spruce cones and falling winged seeds. After the tremendous crop of last 
year it seemed that this year would be entirely unproductive and the general absence 
of cone seed-eating birds (White-winged Crossbills, redpolls and Pine Grosbeaks) 
seemed to confirm that. Now we hope that some of those birds drift this way as the 
sunlight increases. 

Fish 

Great catches of Sheefish have been made on the west shore of Kobuk Lake at 
traditional netting sites between Little Noatak mouth and the shore line lake called 
Nuvuruq. Thin ice made early netting too dangerous but December turned out well 
with many Kotzebue folks and a few Sisualik people joining the camp folks that live 
up that way in a good harvest of fine fat fish. Many net setters that don't have dog 
teams took their nets out early, having enough fish for awhile. 

People 

Through the month, due to lack of a staked trail, we spent several overnight stays 
waiting for visibility to improve. Many camp families and villagers went through 
similar traveling delays through the busy and short daylight days. Thin ice and some 
other freeze-up delay problems made normal trail making later than anyone 
remembers. Most staking was finally finished just a few days before Christmas. 

The Williams family, with a house near the tip of the cape at Cape Krusenstern, are 
in process and some may overwinter there. If that happens, it will be rather unique in 
this century. There have been a few hardy souls since the turn of the century that 
have spent the entire year on the other side near Rabbit Creek and on this side at 
Anigaaq, but Sealing Point proper has not seen year round residency since the old 
days, when Eskimos were really ESKIMOS! It is interesting that a new cycle may be 
underway. Sisualik had five camps with occupants through December. One with 
many small kids schooled by the School District's camp tutors, also a first for this 
location in winter. 
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The shadow of universal mechanization fell over our little valley again in mid-
month. Having caribou in sight each day since our move up in mid-October was 
pleasant, satisfying and productive (fresh meat anytime). A single weekend in mid-
month changed that scene as hunters on snow machines pretty much overran the 
area. It is of course to be expected, but the month and a half of relative tranquility 
was refreshing. 

Some things have been more different for people in this month than in most other 
years. We have mentioned trails and their breaking and marking and some periods of 
very deep soft snow that pushes the limits of off-trail snow machine travel. The 
simple but never-ending gathering of ice to take indoors for home water supply has 
become very complex this year. Normally in the late fall, as cold weather comes and 
ice on lakes thickens to several feet, the ice mass expands and contracts due to 
temperature changes. This provides deep cracks and fissures where huge chunks of 
crystal clear ice can be broken off with a sharp pick and loaded in the sled. These 
chunks can be 50 or 100 pounds under ideal conditions. The colder the weather, the 
easier the chore. This fall-winter none of that has come to be. Thin ice on lakes, 
insulated with deep snow even in wind swept places develops no cracks, and most 
lake surfaces are covered with a layer of very brown ground seep overflow water 
either frozen, or in some lakes, liquid yet. 

We have had to chip out a bowl shaped depression in a clear spot with the pick and 
shovel chips into a plastic bag. A relatively slow and time-consuming job to keep 
water in the home. This and wood gathering and fire tending takes much time in 
camp in December and generally is not a part of the modern town dweller's life.  

The same weekend the caribou moved on, a revived interest in trapping and 
furbearer pursuit developed. Several young fellows were out setting traps and 
looking for red and white foxes. Some were taken but we have had little feedback on 
total numbers or reason for the revival. At month’s end the excitement seems to have 
dropped off and people are off doing something else. 

Our sun up time got down to 1 hour 43 minutes on the 21st, but by the 31st we had 
started picking up 7 minutes each day and had passed two hours, well on the way to 
three. By the end of January our daylight hours will be of decent length again and 
soon we will have more daylight than we can use. 
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Journal 

CAPE KRUSENTSTERN JOURNAL 

JANUARY 

January 1 High 20º F 
Low 8º F 

 Variable winds 
 Snow, clouds 

A New Year, but the same weather. We appreciate the warmth at this season, but 
traveling conditions - lack of visibility and snow cover build up - are getting to be a 
little much to live with. 

Three snow machines reported stuck in overflow waters this morning on Kotzebue-
Sisualik trail. Have not heard the full story but presumed that the people, after 
getting stuck, walked into town. Later today an elder with many years of wisdom 
made it in on the trail with no trouble. 

Our problem is how to advise our bird count folks to get here for the count today, 
tomorrow or Sunday, the last days possible for this year’s count. 

The chickadees were around and busy and the hawk owl stopped by, casting hungry 
glances at the chickadee flock. If he gets Carrie's indoor chickadee he will join a few 
other northern birds in the "threatened" category. 

While breaking outlet trails around camp today, noted that our two dethroned bulls 
paid camp a close visit, maybe demonstrating again for other creatures, not 
necessarily of their own kind. At the very least, the daily camp noises invited 
investigation in the great vacuum of silence that the greater outdoor world is at this 
season, where the lisping voice of a Boreal Chickadee shakes one’s consciousness 
like the sharp rattling of a rattlesnake in warmer climes and seasons. The noise is just 
too big for its maker! 

Sunlight time growing by 7-minutes-a-day jumps. It will be in our window in little 
more than a week now. 

94 



 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

January 

January 2 High 9º F 
Low -22º F 

 Variable winds 
Clear a.m., cloudy p.m. 

Was surprised to find the temperature down to twenty below this morning and was 
equally surprised to find it back up above zero this early afternoon. It had nothing 
directly to do with the sun, though we are already getting back close to 3 hours of it. 
When our sky here was crystal clear this morning I thought we would actually see 
the sun. Since we haven't seen it for many, many days because of cloud cover it was 
going to be a special treat. It didn't happen. Found out that our air was clear but the 
lowlands and coast were foggy. More fog in most places and increasing cloud cover 
obscured whatever sun rays were headed our way today. 

Made a round trip to Sisualik and then halfway to the Hatchery to have trails in place 
for last chance CBC tomorrow. Town crew found Sisualik staked trail useable today 
since overflow had gone down and the top has frozen. 

Mouse (vole) tracks around camp buildings super-plentiful this morning. Their 
subnivian tunnels must have collapsed. There is a real multitude of fresh surface 
tracks. 

Two fox tracks were the only noted fresh tracks during the traveling day. 

Snow showers began again this early evening. 

A couple of the snow machines stuck in the overflow night before last were 
recovered today. A third is still there. Water has dropped and frozen so it is not an 
easy job. 

Hope the weather will allow us to do a presentable CBC tomorrow. 

January 3 High 14º F 
Low -2º F 
E wind to 40 
Clear early a.m., clouds 

Knew the weather was too good to be true. A new blizzard watch out for this 
evening. Wind was greater than 20 k with low drifting snow in town by decision 
time for the CBC crew there. We hated to cancel it, since it is the last opportunity, by 
the rules, but weather forecast promised very marginal traveling conditions for return 
trip this late afternoon. This was a very strong disappointment on both sides of the 
Sound! 
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We did make the CBC with a surprising number of species and individuals with such 
a limited crew. Carrie, Peter Rob and I did the count but the birds took the honors. 
They did a remarkable day of "fly by" at the main camp. We haven't seen this many 
birds here at the camp all winter till today! Make of it what you will but we are quite 
thankful for such timely avian activity. Total species: eleven. Total individuals: 71. 
The two chickadees and redpolls came right through camp! A group of eight 
buntings wee located in the Sisualik Elymus stands near our summer camp. Two had 
very white backs and heads and for this reason were designated male McKay’s 
Buntings. The others showed various amounts of darker color on the backs and could 
be female or sub-adult McKay’s, but since mixed flocks are known from this season 
and this area, they became Snow Buntings. 

The weather in late afternoon did develop into very strong, cold winds, with drifting 
snow that would have made a trip into town possible, but very trying. I'm glad the 
decision was to cancel. It was the way to go. 

Fresh moose tracks at Napakturaq but no Spruce Hen or woodpecker this day. 

January 4 High 30º F 
Low 14º F 
E wind to 50+ 

A rather nice birthday present (mine) for this very stormy day. The two antlerless 
bulls that were noted last week were feeding around the cabin this morning. They 
were in close range, visible from the window for awhile. That has happened in other 
winters but not till today this winter. It is always a thrill to see such large "wild" 
animals following their daily routines undisturbed. Thank you for the favor! 

One bull is larger with very large prominent antler base discs. The smaller animal's 
discs are difficult to see, nearly grown over with hair. Both have "pouch" like bells. 
In watching moose feed one cannot help but be impressed by the huge, largeness of 
the abdomen and the tiny, in comparison, food that they gather with each forward 
reach of bulbous nose and clipping teeth on the lower jaw. It seems always a 
selective choice of the best buds and twigs on the plant branch, never a hurried 
gobbling of every green twig in sight. The exemplary table manners of such a large, 
gross appearing animal are always a surprise. 

Heard a report of the Denali Park CBC on the radio this morning and was surprised 
that our count yesterday exceeded theirs in both numbers and species. 

Our chickadees were very lively today in spite of blizzard and strong winds even 
around the house. The inside bird had a test of his flying skills in trying to enter the 
window crack; he made it though and never fails to check his dish for flies. There 
were none today. 
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January 

Most of Kotzebue shut down today due to blizzard. 

January 5 High 32º F 
Low 23º F 
S-SW winds to 20 

 Cloudy, fog 

An even warmer day than yesterday and without the wind and snow; even a glorious 
look at the orange-yellow sun in a space beneath high cloud cover and horizon. It 
was beautiful. It will be up a few minutes short of 3 hours tomorrow, a pretty good 
gain already on the one hour, 43 minutes of the shortest day. 

One of the antlerless bulls was standing by the sno-go this morning when I looked 
out the window while making coffee. Quite a big black monster in the moonlight, 
nibbling on the choice willow shoots he was disturbed from by girl-girl yesterday. 
She barked at him again. 

Kotzebue weather station came within one degree today of tying the record warm for 
the date. 

Quite a lot of fresh snow came near the end of yesterday's blizzard and ended up in 
drifts inside sheltered places. Snow level in those places is getting deeper than moose 
legs are long. Weather forecast indicates there is more to come. 

Training dog racers who were on a coastal run for several days (in all that weather) 
came by today on their way home. They were doing well. First big race of the year 
out of Kotzebue goes this weekend. 

We are certainly getting through some of the shortest days with warm temperatures 
which is always great. 

January 6 High 32º F 
Low 24º F 
SW wind to 25 

 Wind, snow 

Another warm and windy and snowy day. Our country is filling up with snow. There 
is a good deal of it in sheltered places because there has been so much wind with it. 

We finally got the clothes washing done, which we have been trying to do since 
before Christmas. It is fine weather for washing clothes. Some drying can be done 
outside and since we can have windows open inside, moisture from drying clothes 
dissipates quickly. 
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Another busy day for camp chickadees but no fly over by other birds. It makes CBC 
day that much more remarkable. It was the best single-day fly over of different 
species we have had so far this winter! 

No travelers this way today though many in other directions getting ready for the 
weekend dog race. 

January 7 High 33º F 
Low 20º F 
S wind to 25 
Snow a.m., clearing p.m. 

Rather heavy fresh snow and strong winds last night put quite a bit more snow on the 
land, leveling it out somewhat in the open. It looks to be good traveling. It took 
awhile again to work our access trails. Snow depth is passing some of those markers 
that indicate that we have had enough. 

Snow, wind and temperatures came together again to produce free- wheeling 
snowballs of various sizes. Balls form on bent over willow or tree branches from the 
falling, drifting snow. In a gust, or when they get heavy enough, they drop to the 
snow surface. If that surface is down slope they roll and build at the same time, until 
they are at a size that causes them to stop. The roll track looks like a ptarmigan or a 
hare track and the ball itself looks like a ptarmigan, Arctic Hare or a flock of white 
creatures of some kind. The process was quite prominent around our camp spruce 
patch. It does not happen every year. 

Our two camp bull moose overnighted within a stone’s throw of the house again last 
night. I looked them up on snowshoes later in the day and made an observation that 
called to mind some interesting speculation. While following the tracks of one 
animal I got closer than intended, as he was bedded down and I didn't see him. He 
was a little startled too and when I moved off, he stared for awhile and then moved 
off too. Not spooked but moving deliberately. We were on a knoll above the creek. 
After walking a bit I found I was looking right down into the creek willows and trees 
from above. There was the other bull, down in the willow patch across the creek (I 
hadn't known this whereabouts before) and the bull I had just startled was now down 
in the creek bed, headed in a direct line towards his partner. The question: How did 
he know where his partner was? Wind, noise, sight, tracks all canceled out various 
reasons. I had a perfect view of all tracks and the place where bull one was bedded 
when I came along. The further question: (and this has to do with shorebirds in large 
flocks twisting and turning in unison as well as forty caribou in full flight, shoulder 
to shoulder doing the same thing) Do creatures have "other" senses that allow them 
to keep track of each other, senses other than those we generally recognize? Could 
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they have an intuitive sense? How else can some of these observed phenomenon be 
explained? 

Kobuk 220 set to go tomorrow. 

January 8 High 26º F 
Low 18º F 
SW wind to 20 

 Broken clouds 

A fine bright day and a very fortunate one for us. This year's lone moose hunt is 
ended. Found the lone smallish female down at Napakturat, (the tree patch SW of us) 
and after following her around for several hours on snowshoes finally got a chance to 
shoot as she moved off through the trees. A single shot through the lung area caused 
her to collapse after moving less than 50 yards. She was bigger than she looked. 
Medium body size for a female. Her unusual lack of a prominent "bell" gave her a 
lanky smaller appearance while alive. She was quite fat especially inside around the 
guts and up in the kidneys. Well worth waiting all this time for. A very choice piece 
of winter meat. A lot of stored energy. She carried a well developed fetus. 

Saw a few birds in flocks out in the open today. Never got a good ID but most likely 
they were redpolls enjoying a break out in the wide open spaces. 

Our January warm weather continues. The hope now is that it will hold several days 
more so our moose meat can age with the skin on before we let it freeze. This 
method makes soft tender meat. A moose skinned immediately after killing and cut 
up and frozen is always very hard and coarse grained. 

January 9 High 24º F 
Low 5º F 
SW wind to 20 
Cloudy, snow showers 

Aborted town trip this morning. This early morning there was a clear sky with lots of 
moonlight. It clouded over rather quickly with heavy snow showers and wind to 20 
or so. There has been no loose snow until the current flurries and even the 20 k wind 
could stir up quite a ground storm. 

We started off shortly after 10 a.m. but drift was head high already and the air full of 
snow. With trails not in place and overflow conditions a mystery we returned to do 
other things for the day. 

This is, of course, the day after a moose kill. There is a certain reaction that follows 
one around after the deed is done. After the gutting of the carcass and in the process 

99  



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Journal 

finding evidence of the great lot of stored energy (fat) in it, the magnitude of what 
one has done gains greater impact. Most of these many pounds of fat were put on 
during summer’s leafy abundance, after many, many hours of browsing and re-
chewing. What a great lot of time, activity and growing vegetation went into making 
such very fine, food for us. One stands in awe of all the pressures against it, and yet 
able to change twigs, leaves and other vegetation into delicious meat marbled with 
fat. Then there is the life that was in the animal, a sentient being that knew the 
warmth of summer, the cold of winter, the silence of perfectly calm air and the 
thunder of northern blizzard winds against ear drums. How about times of 
lonesomeness, and the rough rituals when the group comes together and stays 
together for a shorter or longer time? And how about pain and pangs and birthing 
and rutting and terror in the form of wolf or bear? We don't know about many of 
these things. There is a sense in which we cannot enter the world of the moose now. 
But we can stand in awe and appreciation of a very magnificent animal. 

The hawk owl in camp again this evening, watching very closely the movements of 
our three Boreal and one Black-capped Chickadee. Yes Mr. Owl, we keep count! 

We haven't yet caught the sun's return into our house. The 8th is the very earliest that 
we have caught it. Too many clouds yesterday and again today close to the horizon. 

January 10 High 31º F 
Low 14º F 
E wind to 55 
Blizzard 

Another heavy drift day until evening when temperatures rose to nearly thawing and 
snow began to stick together rather than flying. 

Since we're overdue for town we must ration our generator gas a bit. That situation 
never lets you forget how much of a slave we have become to petro-chemical 
products. And of course there is currently another big spill ongoing in Scotland. 

Front yard and "in house" chickadees very active today, probably due to warm 
weather and on coming blizzard. 

A fox was in camp digging around for dog and chickadee scraps last night. It is the 
first this winter. Hope it is healthy. 

The frequency of wind and snow getting to the tedious stage in our tree patch. As the 
willows cover there is little protection from drifting snow and all the low places like 
creek banks are filling in. Moose may be in for another tough late winter. Rabbit 
hunting would be getting good again - if there were any - as willows cover with 
snow. 
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There seems to be "bad weather" worldwide at this point in time. We may end up 
having our winter cold spell in late January and February.  

No chance to see the sun’s rays come into the house again today, though we know 
they would if clouds would permit. 

January 11 High 32º F 
Low 17º F 
SW wind to 35 
Broken clouds, snow 

Skinned and cut up the moose today. Fine fat meat, but a difficult all day task. More 
difficult than in some years. The deep snow where the animal lies made it difficult to 
move it around as necessary. Some wonder how one person can handle a near 1,000 
lb animal in one piece. With ropes and prior-experience it’s not bad - when you're 
young enough. 

Across the region weather is pretty rough. Nice and warm for the season but wind 
and poor visibility pretty hard to bear for so long a time. Two or three hours this 
afternoon were pretty good; then in later evening a two hour blizzard set in. 

We have not been so rock bottom low for home lighting for many years. Our last 
spare gas is gone and we have on hand only enough Blazo for tonight. Weather man 
is promising us blizzard and 50 k winds tomorrow, so maybe we'll learn to get by 
without light for awhile. It'll be great to have gas again! 

We could have made it in easily this afternoon, but the moose had already gone a day 
too long in one piece. Ideally, a winter killed moose should be skinned the second 
day after it is killed. This gives soft tender meat. In very cold weather the animal has 
to be skinned the next day because of the chance parts will freeze and then can't be 
skinned. In the latter case, the skinned, cut-up meat can be buried in the snow for a 
day or two to prevent freezing and produce aging. If an animal is left too many days 
in mild weather, some spots in thicker part of hindquarter can sour. All these 
procedures are of course preceded by thoroughly gutting the animal immediately 
after it is killed. (It bleeds itself at the same time.) A moose skinned and frozen 
immediately after it is killed is tasty but very hard and tough and coarse grained. 

Kotzebue Weather Station broke a record high with a temperature of 32º F this early 
morning. It also had south winds at 50 k. 
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January 12	 High 22º F 
Low 16º F 
SE wind to 50 
Cloudy 

Another day of wind and darkness, a little more so this time since not only did we 
have no sun because of clouds, we had little artificial light in the house since we 
finished our gasoline yesterday. If its not one thing it is another! We do have a 
couple of fillings for the gas light but its pretty dim compared to what the generator 
gives us. We'll appreciate the generator more if we ever get gas again. Maybe we'll 
get to town tomorrow. 

Temperature went up to above freezing after 9 PM and winds began to drop. The 
day's record high was 29º F. We have a new record now. 

Chickadees very active today in spite of strong winds. They must be temperature 
controlled. 

Voles out walking around on the surface again. Maybe too warm/wet at ground level. 

Not much fresh snow today, though there were a couple of inches last night. 

Wonder how the trail will be after so much wind. 

By the time we see the sun again it's going to be quite high since we haven't seen it 
for two weeks. We're getting close to 4 hours of sun up time. 

January 13	 High 32º F 
Low 3º F 
SE wind to 40, early a.m. 
W-NW wind to 15, p.m. 

Don't know whether to count this day as "lucky" or "unlucky." Maybe we will just 
call it an adventure. 

In order to make Carrie's appointment for a physical exam at 9:00 AM we woke at 
4:30 AM to try to get underway by 7:00 AM. Although it was still blowing near 40 k 
from the SW, the warm temperatures (32º F a new record for the date) had cemented 
all the snow together and there was no new snow to drift. SW is overflow direction 
for this area, but the staked trail into town was being used the day before. S and SW 
winds have been blowing quite awhile, so we thought we should make the try. 
Things went well on the first six miles of tablelands. As we dropped to the flats 
behind Sisualik, where overflow is to be expected, none was showing in the light of a 
waning moon. It was all white. We made the lake crossing in good shape and hit the 
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edge of the main lagoon, which we planned to follow down to the main Sisualik trail. 
We were still on the ground but I noticed a pencil thin crack in a snow bank that was 
just coming under our head light and realized too late to stop that we were into 
overflow on land, above the usual high water area. One sno-go ski went down, but 
the sled and Carrie were still high and dry on the snowbank. We unhooked the sled 
and drew it back to safe surface and then worked at trying to get the sno-go out. It 
wasn't far in, but moving a sno-go that is stuck in any slush at all is always tough. 
Did get it on firm surface, then it wouldn't start. Too hot an engine, flooded. When it 
finally did start and we were back in shape again, our enthusiasm for the town 
crossing was, you might say, "dampened." I had gone in over the top of one boot, 
which was now full of salt water slush and that didn't seem good for further 
traveling. We returned home as quickly as we could to alert CB friends that we were 
all right but wouldn't be showing up where we were supposed to be. 

We were able to borrow 5 gallons of gas from a Sisualik friend and now have lights 
and all for awhile, until we regroup and try again, maybe tomorrow, to work our way 
to town. Haven't yet heard what shape the town trail is in though. 

Guess you could say it was a lucky day. Nothing lost, lots of fresh air and exercise 
and now bright lights and warm home with good cooking smells. Haven't washed my 
feet in salt water overflow for several years! 

January 14 High 6º F 
Low -20º F 
Cloudy, trace snow a.m.

 Clearing p.m. 

Finally completed the several-times-tried trip to town. Went the long way around 
using yesterday's Sisualik trail. Lots of gas now. Lots of house lights. Lots of Petro-
Chem products! And guess what - since we were last at the gas pump the price has 
been raised five cents a gallon! In the Arctic, gas has become the very life sustaining 
blood of the Arctic lifestyle, subsistence or otherwise. Oh! for the times when blood 
was red instead of black and we didn't have to hear of Exxon and Scotland monster 
spills. We don't really in truth mean this. It's just that there is some of the spirit left 
who rebels at being a slave to the Black Gold. 

There is a lot of snowbank in Kotzebue town. 

Ravens still there, doing their part. 

Staked trail in good shape, relatively smooth. 

Overflow will soon be safe. Travel everywhere will be smoother. 
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Our beach camp tent has a heavy load of snow on its north side from the south 
winds. Will need to shovel it. 

Our tree patch "security blanket" has again been invaded, nearby and throughout, 
with snowdrifts. Oh! for a more extensive forest that has never known a snowdrift! 

A large fresh moose track found in the creek bed of lower crossing that was not there 
this morning. It may be one of our local partner bulls or a stranger. 

Back to more typical January temperatures. We're not really looking forward to our 
mid-winter cold spell, yet to come. 

Saw the sun several hours today; bet its rays even went into the house, though we 
were not home to see it. 

January 15  High -20º F  
 Low -40º F 
 Light winds 
 Clear, sunshine 

Mid-month and finally a full day of sun. It was not real bright though due to low 
temps which give the air a "smoky" look. The sun, however, got quite high above the 
horizon. 

Also this morning our sun rose a few minutes before noon. At least our sun rises in 
the morning. Makes it sound more like home.  

The chickadees and a few redpolls were around on this cold day. It is hard to get 
used to cold weather after our several weeks of mild temps. 

Yesterday’s moose tracks were our two partner bulls headed for better pastures down 
creek. They had browsed off the very small willows and Betula plants on the knolls 
on the west side of the creek, where the snow is less deep. 

The surface trail around the country is very good. 

We heard yesterday that someone saw a large group of caribou in the hill of our 
place last week. That would certainly be interesting as we have not seen or heard of 
any for nearly two months. 

Finally finished cutting the moose into package-size pieces. Will haul every thing in 
tomorrow after they have frozen. Hope to get to the site on snow machine trail I 
made today. The meat has seasoned well, having remained unfrozen till today. 
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Not many creatures have visited the kill site to date. One fox, one weasel, one Gray 
Jay, two Ravens and several Red-backed Voles. 

Today’s high and low temps quite different than those of the first two weeks of 
January. 

January 16	 High -22º F 
Low -41º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

We are in to a third day of a mid-winter cold spell. How long will it last? Starting the 
snow machine yesterday and today was hard on both the machine and the operator. 

Finally got the whole, seasoned, packaged moose in. It is a most beautiful mid
winter piece of meat with 50-60 lbs. of "free" fat. (By "free" fat I mean fat that is 
"free" of meat. On a moose it is carried around the kidneys, heart and mesentery 
membrane.) This much "free" fat means that fat will be marbled throughout the meat 
and along all the bones: the best possible situation for moose meat at any season. 
Moose meat without fat is one of the poorest of game meats. We are also grateful for 
the moose as a species that can convert such rough forage into such delicious meat 
and fat. Taikuu! 

Chickadees were around today but only for a short while. Even the house bird only 
came in twice. He seemed ill at ease, nervous, passing through the window from a 
35º F to 70º F inside. Small wonder. He showed no inclination to stay in out of the 
cold. 

Lots of sun rays into the house from the windows today p.m. (noon, sun time). There 
was still fair daylight at 6 p.m. this evening. Our sun up time is now more than four 
hours and sunrise now occurs in the a.m., where it should have been all the time 
(natural time, not political time). 

The battle now begins, to keep voles, shrews and weasels from getting our share of 
the moose meat. They are never quite satisfied with their share (i.e., bones, guts, hide 
and blood). 

Very misty around the country again today due to cold, calm weather. Our coldest 
day to date. 
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January 17 High -14º F 
Low -34º F 
N wind to 30 
Clear 

Very cold chill factor today. Out of the wind was rather nice and bright too. 

Two "new" moose wandered into the tree patch last night-this morning. Girl-girl 
barked late last night. We didn't believe her as she often barks at nothing (just to 
prove to us that she knows what a dog is for and so that we will keep her on, with 
frequent gifts of sweets). She did bark at the moose feeding 50 feet from the parked 
snow machine. Followed the tracks a bit this p.m. to check them out. The moose 
were not far away, 50 yards from the house. They seem to be a large calf with a 
small cow. On first sighting they almost seem to planning to be around for awhile. 
Will give them another look when the daylight is brighter. 

Cross country travel is very much improved by the past two weeks of windy weather. 
Travel for hunting or fishing will pick up dramatically during the last week of this 
month and next if the weather doesn't continue in the extremes that have prevailed. 
Long days, good trails. 

January 18 High -12º F 
Low -24º F 
N wind to 35 
Clear 

Chill factor temperatures to minus 80º F today. They were said to be in the minus 
100º F range across much of the State. The wind-calm sequence that does its utmost 
to bring extreme temperatures is taking shape. Clearing skies, calm winds: temps to 
40º F. N winds to gale force: temps up to -20º F. N winds drop to calm, temps drop 
rapidly to -50º F. If sequence is repeated again, January through mid February, 
record-breaking lows are likely to occur. 

Needed to cut a little firewood today. Found hard snowbanks drifted across wood 
trail entrance rendering trail unusable. Packed out enough to get by. Very cold 
temperatures for working outdoors. You quickly find where you need better clothing, 
and that is the secret for maintaining outdoor activity at the extreme end of 
environmental conditions, if you happen to be human. 

Checked our two "new" moose today. Didn't see them, but last night’s foraging 
pattern a bit strange. From the air their activity would look like caribou "cratering." 
They fed on hillside willows and Betula where snow is undrifted and just the very 
last tips of the shrub clumps are sticking out of the snow. They then break down 
and/or "paw" the snow around the shrub clump to get all of the little living stems. 
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For some reason they are not working the creek bordering felt leaf willow stands. 
They are getting around well, easy yet except where huge snowbanks have built up. 

We are eating moose head tonight, one of the choicer parts of a fat moose, and in the 
process of preparing found several badly chipped, partly deformed front teeth. 
Wonder how that happens? 

January 19	 High -20º F 
Low -30º F 
NW wind to 25 
Clear, few high clouds 

Cold chill factor temps continue. Kotzebue Town to -90º F today (worse than here, 
wind stronger). Prudhoe Bay down to -104º F (chill factor temp). 

The moose cow and calf have taken up residency in this spruce patch feeding much 
on the shortest of willows, less on Felt-leaf. Wonder if cows and bulls have different 
nutritional needs at this season? 

Spruce cone seeds dropping out onto snow surface and gathering in windows again. 
Redpolls and chickadees are making use. Wonder if the voles will come out from 
way under there. 

Got a few more sticks of firewood today. Re-established trail that strong winds 
altered. Hope I get to use it this time before it is altered again. 

Need to make a town trip again, propane this time. May try tomorrow, weather 
permitting. 

January 20	 High -20º F 
Low -45º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, cold 

A very cold day for traveling. Facial frostbite comes easy. Lots of sunlight but where 
is that sun's warmth? 

Made a town trip today, alone for a change, for propane, flour, sugar, milk and mail. 

The country, as usual during calm extreme cold spells, looks foreboding, not bright 
and beautiful as one would hope in so much sunlight. The smoky misty impression 
reminds one more of mysterious European moors or Dante's underworld. One finds it 
difficult to see much promise in tomorrow when the thermometer hangs between 
20º F and -50º F. The hope lies in the day the thermometer high will again rise above 
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the -20º F. That is the point at which all sorts of things happen that don't normally at 
higher temps. Simply said, it is just easier to stay alive and do what needs to be done 
when the temp is warmer than -20º F. 

At some point in the temps we are now approaching, outside propane tanks cease to 
function. 

Our NPS thermometer is beyond its -40º F limit again making our low for the day a 
guestimate. It is cold, though, no doubt about that. 

Some strange looking marshlands on the straight town trail today from the last 
overflow session. Water must have come out from under ice, flooded nearly snow 
free ground, and then quickly run back out before freezing even slush. Unusual to 
see snow-free, water-washed mud at this season. 

Fat caribou reported in the Ambler area.  

No fresh animal tracks on my travel trail today. 

January 21	 High -38º F 
Low -45º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, cold 

A very cold windless day, a day to stay home and be warm if you can afford to. 

Very little chickadee activity. Saw only two boreals today. The "housebird" was in 
twice but didn't stay long. 

A couple of boys who are hauling chum salmon from the Hatchery for dog feed 
stopped by for lunch. This is a new, first time activity due to the early freeze last fall. 
Fish are free and are basically those that returned to the Hatchery and supplied the 
eggs and sperm for this winter’s incubators. 

A White Fox was seen looking in the window of a Sisualik house last night. The fox 
woke the house resident. Not quite sure how. It is White Fox and Polar Bear weather. 
Calm cold spells mean an unbroken ice surface from beach to infinity. It is also the 
time when Common Eiders attempting to overwinter can perish. Black Guillemots 
are said to survive these spells by using Ringed Seal breathing holes. 

It is ice making time on the ocean. A critical time that will determine the nature of 
this 1993 ice hunting season, i.e., type and quantity of ice and location of leads that 
will be the travel lanes for moving marine mammals between now and the Fourth of 
July. 
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January 22	 High -38º F 
Low -46º F 

 Light winds 
Few thin clouds 

Our extreme cold continues. The sun quite high but no affect on temp yet. This our 
coldest 24 hour day yet. 

Back in these pages during summer and especially late Fall we have spoken of a 
monster that occasionally threatens our very existence. The Arctic Ocean can be a 
great mass of threat to those that live on its shores. At this time of year there are two 
monsters abroad in the land. The monster of intense cold, active when the 
thermometer gets hung up between -20º F and -50º F. Extraordinary things happen to 
common ordinarily routine activities. The blizzard monster is the high energy ogre 
that is active in the extreme windy periods. The intense cold monster stalks the earth 
during the deafening silence of a Northern calm. The blizzard monster cannot be 
heard because of the deafening wind. 

We have been on guard for intense cold for several days now, but in spite of that, 
facial frost bite is almost universal amongst snow machine travelers. The longer the 
trip, usually the larger the scar. 

Something is happening to the chickadee group. Two Boreal Chickadees were here 
for two short periods, but no bird entered the house. This is the first time he has not 
come in since he started the caper. The Black-capped was not seen today either, the 
first time since he first came by. We hope we will see them again, but now Hawk 
Owl and Intense Cold both stalk through the world of the small bird. 

Heard yesterday of a small group of caribou, five or six, west of us on the 
Monument. We still have no confirmed sighting in the New Year of either tracks or 
animals on the Monument. Just rumors, which could be true or not. 

Tracks of five Willow Ptarmigan seen today. The first since last blizzard. 

January 23	 High -41º F 
Low -50º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, cold 

Intense cold, but clear dry air. At -40º F amount of moisture in the air makes a good 
deal of difference in outdoor chores. There is some hope for moderating temps in the 
next few days. 
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Tracks of the moose cow and calf head off to the north where they left our tree patch. 
We wish them good fortune for the rest of the winter. We trust that their few days of 
feeding here was a help on their way to winter survival. 

Only two chickadees about today. The "house bird" came in only once, but did a 
pretty thorough search. No sign of Blackcap for two days now. 

There seems very little travel the last few days, either by aircraft or snow machine. It 
is not surprising with thermometers stuck at the -40º F level. Inland air traffic is 
probably at a stand still with such low temps. 

A second report of caribou west of us. Three animals, one larger, one with a 
"dragging foot." They were on the Monument in the same area where a group of six 
were rumored a few days ago. 

Got snow machine started again today but it wasn't easy. Ran the super dog and dug 
out some dry grasses to help him through this cold spell. Today’s temps are the 
coldest yet for this winter. 

January 24 High -34º F 
Low -48º F 
NE wind to 10 
Cloudy 

A slight moderating of temps from yesterday. It is still cold! 

A loud craaack, swishing noise these last several days at around sun up time. 
Something is developing; it’s unusual a sound for midway through winter. It is 
usually only heard during periods of calm wind and cold weather. It is almost like a 
sonic boom. Don't know whether it is ground that is cracking, the snow crust (of 
which there are extensive sheets on the surface after the last blow), or lake surface 
ice. It is, anyway, a strange noise in the silence of midwinter calm. 

Quite a few birds today moving through the cone-laden white spruces. There was a 
group of more than 20 White-winged Crossbills and several groups of redpolls, the 
largest of which was probably near fifty birds. This was more like what we had 
hoped for last fall when we saw all the cones. Cone eating birds can be expected to 
make a better showing here February through March and April. (Redpolls, White-
winged Crossbills and Pine Grosbeaks.) 

There was a little light "cold weather snow" this afternoon. That kind of snow on the 
surface of the trail at these cold temperature makes steel runners exceedingly hard to 
drag. In the past, with dog traction, every one put hardwood or green wood strips 
over their steel runners and each morning of travel these were iced with a rag and pot 
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of warm water. Plastic runners and snow machines have pretty much negated that 
problem. Another emergency solution in the past was to coat steel runners with 
cooked warm oatmeal and then ice coat the frozen oatmeal. 

January 25 High -28º F 
Low -40º F 
NE wind 10 
Cloudy 
Light cold weather snow 

We did make the town trip! Cold traveling. It had warmed to a minus 30º F when we 
left at 6:30 a.m. Frustration came later when we ended up on the wrong trail, going 
the right direction but on the wrong track. We couldn't see any hint of where 
Kotzebue was located during ice fog and light snow. Had to follow an old track 
which I thought led straight to town. Instead it took us to Sisualik Point a couple of 
miles out of the way. 

There was a very large moose track, fresh, at the high bank on the edge of the 
lagoon. Must be a very large bull. It was traveling west to east. 

The house chickadee came in and pounded on the still frozen caribou fat on the 
window sill. Saw only the two Boreals again today. No Black-cap and no "runt." 
Wonder if the intense cold monster got them. 

Hope we don't have to make any more -40º F town trips. Most frustrating was, as 
Carrie reported at clinic on time at 9 a.m., she was told her appointment was really 
for 1:40 p.m.! And then she learned the fact that they don't do those kinds of tests in 
Kotzebue anymore, only Anchorage. She did have her blood pressure taken and 
added to her stored supply of blood pressure treatment pills at quite a cost in frostbite 
and gasoline, I might say. 

Terry was glad to see us home in time to give him a half hour run. 

All’s well that ends well. We will sleep well tonight. 

January 26 High -30º F 
Low -51º F 
NE wind to 10 
Light clouds, calm cold 

Intense cold still here. In fact, a rather rare form this afternoon. Temp was down to 
near -40º F again overnight then rose to around -30º F by mid-afternoon. I thought I 
might get the sno-go to start and give the super dog a chance to warm up and dry off. 
It did start and we went out on the Hatchery trail a mile or two. Began to notice 
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cooling spots around my face even though my face mask plus wolf tail were in place. 
At the same time low ground level fog, just like the contrail our passage had created 
over the trail began forming. The air had been relatively clear a few minutes before. 
We circled around and returned home somewhat puzzled over our experience. 
Checked the thermometer right away and found it down to a minus 45. We had 
apparently experienced an air mass change, inversion maybe? Our surface dry had 
apparently been replaced by heavy moist air. The dry air at a minus 30, the "vapor" 
moist air at between -40º F and -50º F. Another not often seen face of the monster, 
intense cold. 

The house chickadee was in today but no sign of Black-cap and Runt or Hawk Owl. 

Weatherman promises some relief by Thursday. 

New moon is growing quite rapidly and is quite high in the sky. It is said that the sun 
will reach that height in the sky, next month at this date. That offers great hope! 

January 27 High -38º F 
Low -52º F 

 Clear, cold, calm 

Well, well! The propane finally decided it was too cold to come out of the tank. Can't 
say as I blame it. Had to make coffee with the Coleman gasoline stove this morning. 
This doesn't happen every year here, but is expected when outdoor temps hover 
between -45 and -50º F for more then one day. Our 100 lb. bottle was near empty 
and I thought it had become empty when pilot was out this morning. Hooked up a 
full 100 lb. bottle. It lit the pilot and burner to only 1/4 flame. The oven would warm 
but not maintain a steady heat. For several hours around mid-day full pressure came 
on as temperature rose a few degrees. 

Two Boreal Chickadees were around and one was in the house several times. He 
made a bad mistake: after landing to the teakettle handle he dropped to the stove 
surface. I shrieked and made a quick movement toward him and he took off 
immediately. The stove was not real hot but moderately so. We hope no damage was 
done to his feet. We have worried over this ever since the bird started coming in. 
Creatures seem slow to react to super extreme hot and cold, how about "natural" fire, 
smoke? 

Some traveling and hunting continue. A moose was taken yesterday on the 
Monument. Reported in good eating condition (sex unknown a this point). 

One local hunter and his partner from Kotzebue started off today for the Buckland 
Hills and the caribou herds. Can you imagine that to be true with these temps? There 
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are some remarkably tough hunters-or more likely a great hunger for fresh caribou 
meat. 

The long range caribou hunts made possible by snow machines are on, and the 
longer days of February, as weather permits, will see a lot more travel for various 
reasons across the country. 

It is hard to believe with these temps, but one year in the last week of January we 
took 200-300 shee and pike with hooks on North Kobuk Lake. The very earliest of 
successful ice fishing. 

January 28  High -16º F  
 Low -50º F 
 Clear, cold, calm  

Intense cold continues to control the land. A strange short interlude last night about 
midnight. The temp "shot" up to a -18º F from -40º in an hour’s time. There was 
wind enough from a westerly direction to make noise in the trees. The warming 
didn't last very long. By coffee time in the morning frost had built up again on our 
indoor hinges. It seems remarkable that such quick temperature change can occur. 
Various air masses in the region apparently can be quite different in their makeup of 
temperature and I suppose of humidity. Where last night’s block of warm air has 
been hiding all week is one mystery. Another is, where did it go? It wasn't in the 
direction of Kotzebue as their temp didn't drop lower than -30º F. 

Hawk Owl and his retinue of fifty or more redpolls and White-winged Crossbills 
were in camp today. Carrie said there was a real lot of bird noise for awhile. This is 
an interesting situation. With such little birdlife in the region, prey and predator 
necessarily spend a good deal of time together in the same location. The "mobbing" 
defense of these small passerines complicates the relationship. Hawk Owl may not 
be able to catch a passerine that knows he is in the area. The element of surprise may 
be necessary. 

Hauled ice and a load of firewood today. Cutting wood is alright but even short 
distant travel with snow machine requires close attention to skin of face. Starting the 
cold machine is also a challenge! 

January 29  High -38º F  
 Low -54º F 
 Clear, cold, ice fog, calm 

Wonder if this is the peak of our cold spell. Propane only a "candle flame" at coffee 
time this morning. All burners and oven working at midday (-38º F.) 
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Two chickadees around today. One came in but only stayed for a few seconds. Heard 
a number of redpolls and a noisy raven for a change. Some White-winged Crossbills 
with the redpoll group. 

Cold weather is the talk of NW Alaska this week. A warming low pressure system 
went up through the Interior but apparently just shunted off their former extreme 
cold off onto us. Some day records broken farther north; we've approached our 
records but not broken any, yet. 

These days when the highs just barely reach -40º F. Must be a joy to "Intense Cold" 
monster. The cold, vapor-filled air makes one shiver even with the bright orange 
"fiery" looking sun shining through. Strange enough, a few miles away (at Sisualik) 
snow has been drifting since last night. Kotzebue has had drifting snow. Often our 
temperatures warm when it does this but not this time. 

Moon getting quite high and larger every day now. 

January 30 High -38º F 
Low -55º F 

 Clear, calm, cold 

Cold continues. Kotzebue Weather Station forecasting record lows for Kotzebue 
tonight. Don't know what that means for us. We had no winds yesterday when they 
had W and NW winds to 15-20 with temperatures ten degrees warmer than us. Our 
propane made coffee this morning but soon after quit altogether. The temperature 
moved on down. 

Cone eating birds very busy this morning. Hundreds of cones under some special 
trees. 

A single fox and weasel pay the camp a visit in the moonlight and our two Boreal 
Chickadees have been around outside off and on all day. There may be too much ice 
and frost in the vent window to enter the house. Black-cap has not returned. It is sad 
not to be able to follow our bird and animal friends to know what adventures they 
have after leaving our station. 

Did a short walk with "superdog" today and did see a few W. Ptarmigan tracks, but 
not much sign of anything else in out tree patch except the ever present Voles. 

This has developed into a long cold spell. We have had low temperatures of a -20º F 
or colder since January 14th and many of those days it has dipped to a -40º F. Real 
ocean ice making weather. 
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The moose cow and calf that left their tracks here from last week show a good deal 
of cratering activity. Their foraging pattern very different than the bulls that have 
used the area the last couple of winters. 

Propane completely shut down till warmer days! Glad we have a Coleman two-
burner for such times. 

January 31  High -43º F  
 Low -58º F 
 Clear, ice fog, calm  

Well! We wonder what we have done to deserve this much of a cold spell. It is going 
beyond "normal" limits. Kotzebue Weather Station reports a new record daily low at 
a -49º F. Report from the Hatchery is a -63º F, a probable record for that site since it 
was established. Rmor has it that Kotzebue Weather Station has a new all time low 
for the month of January from one of this week's colder hours. 

Two Boreal Chickadees were around the outdoor feeder today. No attempt was made 
to enter the house. They certainly are not as active. 

How such a small creature with such a high body heat to maintain can survive these 
50º F temperatures I don't know. 

There have not been many days in the last 45 years that our daily high has not at 
least reached a -40º F. We hope there are not many more! 

Walked super dog around a bit today and found considerable cones dropped to the 
snow surface by foraging birds. W. Ptarmigan tracks were also quite numerous. 
If/when it warms we should see a good many more birds than we did last month. 

The air close to the ground is chilled to such a degree that every living thing moving 
leaves a contrail. Conditions are also right to see the raven passing in the bright sky 
leaving a definite contrail like a jet aircraft. 

Hang on all creatures great and small. It might warm up some day and the intense 
cold monster will fade away into the February sunset and not be seen again till 
another year. Be brave and stay warm. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

FEBRUARY 

February 1 High -44º F 
Low -58º F 
Calm, cold, ice fog 

A new month but same monster. Intense cold continues to reign over the land. This is 
the third overnight low record that has been broken at Kotzebue Weather Station. 

Though we have had unclouded weather for some time it is not likely our 
groundhogs (Hoary Marmots?) will see much of a definite shadow tomorrow should 
one venture out of its den. Come to think of it, that is not very likely either. It would 
be a brave or a dumb marmot that would venture out in -60º F temps! 

One chickadee was in the house today, which shows some sense I suppose. Our 
problem is not being able to talk chickadee-an. We would suggest they stay in, up on 
the shelf, every night. 

Got a load of firewood today after spending considerable time trying to get the snow 
machine to start. Once it did things went fairly smoothly till we got off the trail on 
the climb out and got stuck. It is remarkable how quick you can work up a sweat at 
50 below and how quickly that moisture will give you trouble after the excitement is 
over. 

February 2 High -41º F 
Low -56º F 

 Clear, cold, calm 

A very cold Groundhog Day. Still, we have a tree full of very colorful birds as the 
orange-colored rays of the Sun touches the tops of the spruces. Red and yellow birds 
against the cone tan and branch green, flooded in an orange spotlight is one of the 
mid-winter pictures that sustains hope in the coming of better times. It is one of the 
reasons we appreciate so these hardiest of passerines - the White-winged Crossbills, 
redpolls and chickadees. 

This is Kotzebue Weather Station's 4th day of broken daily low temperature records. 

There was some more startlingly loud ground cracking today again. It is quite loud 
and sharp if you are near ground zero. 

116 



 

  
 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

February 

Thought we'd lost our last two chickadees to the extreme cold monster when they 
didn't show up all morning, but they did finally come in the mid-afternoon cold 
sunlight, though they didn't stay long. 

Saw a good flock (20) of Willow Ptarmigan today. 

February 3 High -32º F 
Low -50º F 
NE wind to 10 
Clear, few clouds 

Some warming and clearing of air today due mostly to light to medium wind 
movement throughout the region that changed the "stagnant" air syndrome of intense 
cold. 

Pre-warmed the sno-go today and it started fairly easily (used a stove pipe section, a 
tarp and the Coleman stove). 

New moose tracks from down the creek up toward Napakturat. 

The two Boreal Chickadees quite active today. The house bird was in several times. 
He found the two long dead flies that Carrie had put in his cupboard dish after 
finding them on the floor last night. Anything that looks like a fly suits that bird. He 
is not particular. 

Hauled a small load of ice today. The weather is ideal for ice work. Cracks are very 
deep and with a pick very large chunks are easily broken off. 

We think we might try a town trip tomorrow. We are overdue again for some 
business chores. 

Our local flocks of cone eaters (White-winged Crossbills and redpolls) are coming 
regularly to cones on certain trees in camp. They also seem to be increasing in 
number. 

Our propane finally working again as temperatures are between -30º to -40º F, 
instead of -40º to -50º F. 
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February 4 High -6º F 
Low -42º F 

 Calm a.m. 
NE wind to 25, p.m. 

Finally a chance to survive a trip to town. The morning a very cold start at near -40º 
F but calm. Had to use artificial warming of sno-go engine to assure start. By time 
we returned home (5 p.m.) our temp was up to -6º F. Quite a welcome change in a 
few short hours. 

Lots of excitement in town with some out-of-town visitors as well as in-town 
visitors. Every thing went well, except the bag of frozen Red-backed Vole parts 
didn't get delivered to the Eagle Rehabilator. Just forgot them! Hauled them home 
again. 

A good straight trail for traveling. There are some bumps and rougher spots, but a 
good trail for this time of year. 

In town, Kotzebue has quite a lot of snow. Any future blizzard will be a bit of a 
mess. 

It was a good break of routine without too much discomfort. Even had drifting snow 
through the last four miles of trail. 

Fresh moose tracks in trail this morning. Maybe one or both of the two local bulls. 

Lots of cones dislodged around house trees while we were gone. Must have been 
some good crossbill flocks. 

February 5 High 4º F 
Low -10º F 
NE wind to 15 

 Some clouds 

Oh, what a temperature relief! How good it is to stand around outside, without 
gloves and face mask on! 

There was even a lot of bird action this morning. For the first time, while we were 
out, three Gray Jays descended on the camp and all the scraps that have built up 
since there have been no Gray Jays to cart them off. And then a gray-brown streak 
low through the trees and a series of jay shrieks of panic. The Hawk Owl was 
unsuccessful in his stop this time, but the jays didn't come back to the scraps again. 
A flock of 20 or so redpolls and White-winged Crossbills mobbed the Hawk Owl, 
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which took away the element of surprise that seems to be critical to his success as a 
hunter. 

The Superdog found a moose at our firewood cutting site this morning. He went 
within 50 yards, barked twice and came back for further instructions. 

Winds were quite a bit stronger in those areas hit hard by NE and E winds. 
Temperatures relatively mild throughout the region. 

The first above zero temperature since early January. 

Near full moon tonight. 

February 6 High 6º F 
Low -6º F 
NE wind to 15 

 Cloudy, snow 

Fresh snow for a change and the nice warm weather is wonderful. 

Could not see the open ocean lead from the top of the mountains today. 

The two camp Boreal Chickadees very lively today. Much different than during one 
visit at -50º F we had last week. 

Our daylight time has grown to more than 7 hours. 

Must make a trip to Sisualik soon to get some berries to put in Kent Hall's box. It is 
always good to have trading partner/friends that have access to different resources 
simply because they live in a different geographical place. In the past (and present to 
some degree) folks here traded marine mammal products for inland items, caribou 
clothing skins, snowshoes, cooking pots, etc. We find some of the products of SE 
Alaska attractive - halibut, crab, raspberries - while they appreciate our moose meat, 
moose fat and salmonberries. Old traditions carry on in a bit of different form. 

This fresh snow, if weather stays good, will make possible an increased catch of 
wolverines and wolves in the upper Noatak, Kobuk and Selawik areas. 
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February 7 High 12º F 
Low -14º F 
E wind to 25 
Cloudy 

A nice bright morning that clouded too quickly and ground drift began. 

There was a male moose feeding on the hillside at the second creek crossing as I 
took a run down to tidelands to mark the trail in case of visitors. Ground drifts started 
soon after I returned and it seems likely no one will use the trail again this weekend. 
Tough winter for weather! 

Our remaining two Boreal Chickadees and two "tandem hooked" ravens (spring?) 
were the only birds noted today. The two ravens were exploiting the air currents 
above the trees and doing that special aerial dance that agile humans sometimes less 
perfectly demonstrate on ice skates. 

Wind and snow developed into a real monster by late evening. 

February 8 High 25º F 
Low 10º F 
E-SE wind to 40 
Cloudy, snow, blizzard 

Radio station off the air since yesterday. A broken cable, so we didn't hear the 
blizzard warning, if there was one - but there was a blizzard! Some new snow but not 
a lot. All the loose snow piled in sheltered places again. For some reason the snow 
piles on outer edge of trees or clusters of trees are super tall. They are taller than I've 
seen before. This is on the eastward edge of the tree patch, where snowdrift hits first 
during an East blizzard. Farther into the grove many saplings are bent over to the 
ground with an uneven burden of drifted snow stuck to the branches on the lee (west) 
side. 

One large bull moose around camp last night and napping nearby today.  

The two Boreal Chickadees the only birds seen today. 

Weather slacked off some as it warmed further in late afternoon; interrupted travelers 
were able to get in on staked trails. Keeping warm is not hard to do today. 

Radio Station came back on the air around 4 pm. 
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February 9 High 25º F 
Low -6º F 

 Clear, calm 

A very beautiful day - long awaited for . There was lots of sunshine, dry air, and 
mild temperatures. The latest blizzard left the trail in good shape cross country.  

Made a trip down the town trail as far as the salt marsh to check for overflow and to 
mark the trail as we need to go to town again tomorrow. Made a trip to Sisualik after 
that to get berries and fish from our stores down there. Also needed to check snow 
weight on tent and other things around summer camp. Only bad report was that the 
CB cable was laying flat on the ground. This is it's third year and the cable pulled out 
of the connector. Another job for next May. 

A moose was close to the house again last night. His tracks are the only disturbance 
on the new snow surface. 

The two chickadees survived again but the "house bird" hasn't come in for a couple 
of days. Gray Jays were heard in the distance again and the Hawk Owl was sitting 
around in the p.m. 

A couple of seal hunters went out but didn't find open water, only much rough ice. 

February 10 High 19º F 
Low -12º F 
Clear (early fog in town) 

An absolutely beautiful day! Lots of sunshine and not too warm, but warm in the 
sun, February's most famous trademark. 

We made the town trip and therefore missed some of the high country sun warmth 
but town was pleasant too. Town did kind of have the look of a TV disaster area 
though - like a flood or a hurricane. I pondered that "look" for awhile and came up 
with this: the natural look of any landscape after storm is soft, graceful contours - 
curves and sweeps of sculptured snow. In contrast, Kotzebue streets and town 
generally look in catastrophic upheaval. Snow removal and unnatural redistribution 
makes lines, angles, and drop-offs. Kind of the opposite to the beauty of smooth 
flowing lines and much like heavy earthquake disturbance. 

A large fresh moose track from the direction of our lower creek was on the town sno
go trail this morning. He changed his mind when he got to the edge of tidelands and 
headed off for Sisualik and maybe Siberia from there. He probably heard that there 
are less sno-go’s there. 
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February 11 High 20º F 
Low 0º F 

 Light winds 
Clear, a few clouds 

A second beautiful February day and a good group of visitors. Lots of conversation! 

Got a load of wood from Napaqturat and found many, many fox tracks on the moose 
gut pile. A few tracks had been made around it during the last part of the cold spell, 
but now since the warm-up and a few days with no human disturbance at the site 
they have really moved in. There may even be some white ones. It is opportunity to 
take several with snares on trails away from the exact site. One can be taken by a 
trap right on the sight. That is the mechanics of trapping. This opportunity will 
probably not be utilized. 

The warm weather has brought the nearby Red Squirrel back to the house site - for 
an inventory check no doubt. 

Fox has been close around the yard the last two nights. 

The nice clear day allowed a look at the outer Sound today and confirms an earlier 
report that there is a wide belt, probably of several miles width, between open lead 
edge and flat landfast ice shelf. Poor trail conditions to go straight out from Sisualik. 
Access to the open lead is probably better from Krusenstern Flat area or Sealing Pt. 

February 12 High 20º F 
Low 8º F 
NE wind to 18 
Clear 

Another beautiful February day and another town trip. Kind of the wrong way to go 
on such a special weather day and couldn't help thinking of Shee hooking on Kobuk 
Lake or seal hunting down in the ocean or even traveling the snow banks of the 
mountains. It was, though, a good day for traveling no matter where or why you 
were going. 

The warm midday sunlight and the dry air have brought down quite a rain of white 
spruce cone nuts. An abundant source of food for small stomachs. (Redpolls, 
chickadees, voles, Red Squirrels and Pine Grosbeaks.) 

Willow Ptarmigan tracks again on our outer edge creek willows. 
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Another hint today of a possible over-wintering group of caribou (20 or less) on our 
near Krusenstern Mountains. There is getting to be enough of these reports that 
confirmation might not be far off. 

The two camp Boreal Chickadees still come by but stay only for a short time, and the 
house bird hasn't been in for several days. The fact that "fat" is their only enticement 
here may have something to do with it: time spent here relates to nutrient 
requirements. 

February 13 High 28º F 
Low 14º F 
E wind to 35 
Cloudy, broken p.m. 

A windy, warm, sometimes stormy but mostly not, kind of day. Very pleasant in our 
tree patch. 

We are experiencing, these last three days, the unbelievable extravagance of nature 
that happens occasionally and leaves us in awe of the seeming over-production of a 
familiar species. The warm days and windy weather has produced a snow surface all 
through our White Spruce patch nearly covered with tiny winged seeds from the 
super-abundant cone crop. The number of potential new spruce trees is absolutely 
mind-boggling! We have in these pages from time to time lamented the fact that 
sapling and mature white spruce face so many destructive forces locally. Well here is 
nature's answer (as it is with many other of our local species). Just flood the local 
world with regenerative seed every few years. 

Birds and voles and who knows what other creatures benefit from the bounty, not 
only now but at considerable unknown times in the future as well. 

Yesterday was the anniversary of another bountiful demonstration. A decade or so 
ago Carrie took 400 shee from one ice fishing hole in Kobuk Lake. More then two 
dog sled loads of fine fat fresh fish. It is interesting to note that the "broadcast" 
spawning technique that sheefish use as a species seems a parallel to the white 
spruce seeds, in that their eggs are minute and astronomically numbered. 

These last few days are such a relaxing and rejuvenating time after the rough throes 
of December and January. 
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February 14 High 34º F 
Low 10º F 
NE wind to 20 
Cloudy 

Well our temps have risen above freezing again. Since when? Anyway it is pleasant 
to experience warm dry air again and, at least here in the tree patch, no drifting or 
fresh snow. Lots of birds and spruce seeds though. 

Visitors from both Sisualik and the Hatchery today. A very pleasant lunch visit with 
a good deal of news of local interest happenings. There have been rather good winter 
seal hunting conditions the last few days and one of the visitors was an old marine 
mammal hunting partner. Both of us do a good deal of talking but neither of us 
venture out on the ice any more, though he still keeps dogs. We do remember the 
good feeling of making a good shot, an easy pick up and the full stuffed size of an 
adult female Ringed Seal in mid-February. Lots of blubber, a large unborn baby with 
a beautiful pelt, and meat enough on the adult for both the human family and all the 
dogs of the team. A very great treasure from the Arctic Sea that in the not too distant 
past made existence, life itself, possible for me and my friend and our families and 
dogs. A precious memory of a life very different than now on Kotzebue Sound. 

A Noatak hunter is said to have traveled through the coast range from Rabbit Creek 
this way recently and caught two caribou which was all that he saw. Noatak hunters 
this week have been traveling to Buckland and back for fresh caribou meat with 
reported good luck. This mild midwinter spell with good overland trails is being used 
as expected by local folks for their needs and wants. 

February 15 High 34º F 
Low 26º F 
E-SE wind to 35 
Cloudy, light snow 

Kotzebue Weather Station within one degree of a new record high for the date. It 
seems that it continues to be a time of extremes. 

Very limber trees today with the mild temperatures and strong winds. Most have 
shaken their load of old snow. 

Vole numbers, by available sign, seem on the decrease these past two weeks. 
Possibly as result of extended extreme cold spell of last month. 

No sign of local moose movement this week. No fresh tracks. 
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Today's late light snow has covered the layer of spruce seed. By spring one could 
take a snow "core" and note various chronological levels of spruce seed deposit. 

The two remaining camp chickadees were in camp much of the day for a change. 
Maybe the result of the spruce nut level being covered. 

Rather heavy ground drift at sea level sections today. Mountain and Highland areas 
fairly free of snow in the air. High country ridges and mountain tops were in bright 
clear air today. 

Saw several W. Ptarmigan today as their black tail tips slashed against the ground 
whiteout conditions. 

February 16  High 30º F 
 Low 14º F 
 Light winds
 Cloudy a.m., clear p.m. 
 

 

A beautiful day, especially the late p.m. when skies cleared and the sun was so very 
bright and warm! This may be the first day this winter that the warmth of the sun 
could be very plainly felt on the skin in a tree patch or a sheltered place on a 
mountainside. You can know the phenomena did not pass without numerous 
creatures noticing and pausing to take advantage. A nap in the sun on the 16th of 
February - oh my! 

Made a trip to Sisualik today to dig out some long buried goodies (sourdock and 
uguruq dried meat in oil). The landscape is pretty much white "barren lands" down 
that way. A very good level trail with very little except manmade things showing 
above icy snow surface. The tableland area, by contrast, has many large areas of 
tussocks with Eriophorum grass showing quite plainly. All of our considerable snow 
is in banks, creeks and depressions, the result of lots of wind. 

We finally have a camp Jay. A very large brave bird came into camp today and 
worked all day at hauling goodies away. 

Lots of travel toward Buckland from Noatak and even Kivalina, presumably for 
caribou hunting. Pretty good winter seal catches at Point Hope and Kivalina are 
reported. 
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February 17 High 32º F 
Low 14º F 
E-SE wind to 35 

 Cloudy, snow 
 Freezing dry 

A town trip for Carrie's adventure into Anchorage tomorrow. 

It was a warm day for travel. Visibility was not bad over, but not much homeward. 
Had to follow stakes through Sisualik homeward. 

Fog and freezing drizzle late p.m. 

A number of Noatak people in Kotzebue holding for weather to go on to Buckland 
for Caribou hunting. There are even some who have not been to Buckland before! 

Not much to report for this travel day. Couldn't hardly see the ground in front of the 
sno-go all day. 

The mild temperatures and the long daylight are pleasant. (No sun today though.) 

February 18 High 32º F 
Low 28º F 
E wind to 30 

 Cloudy, snowy 

Another day of rather marginal weather, visibility wise, though temps were warm 
enough. Too warm and sticky fresh snow for woodcutting. Did get one good load but 
will wait till a better day to start spring wood cut. 

Higher elevations were better again today with less drifting snow than sea level, 
where drift was pretty continual again today. 

Weather is forecast to clear some tomorrow. May take a run up to Amaktut 
tomorrow to drill a couple of holes in Noatak River ice and maybe catch a fresh fish. 

Very few birds around today. Even the chickadees didn't come in while I was home. 

Lots of aircraft traffic today but no hint of surface travelers in this vicinity. 

The persistent and warm winds have helped most trees to dump their load of heavy 
snow. Even some saplings will stand up again. 
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February 19 High 32º F 
Low 20º F 

 Light winds 
 Cloudy, fog 

An interesting trip to Amaktut today, the lower canyon of the Noatak River. This is 
the site of the Stone Woman with a baby on her back on the east side of the river, 
climbing up, and the enemy on the west side crouched as if drawing a bow. Rest 
easy, however, for it is a very long bow shot and for the time being at least the 
woman and her child are safe. Neither have moved much since last February. There 
are some changes though. Another new house and of all things, and ice road. Not a 
dog team trail or a snow machine track but genuine road for four or ten wheeled 
vehicles. 

It was foggy with whiteout conditions so I didn't see the road on the east edge of the 
river where I entered. After three or four miles of traveling the center of the river I 
reached the site of the Stone Woman where I circled to locate my usual fishing site. I 
couldn't make out what the disturbance was in the white snow blanket just ahead of 
where I turned off. I was afraid it might be overflow. A snow machine at high speed 
traveling up the river would have had a rude awakening. The ice road crossed the 
river to the north side, right in front of the Stone Woman. I did not find out what it 
was until after making a hole in the ice and fishing for a while. 

The ice was a bit less than 4 feet thick where I made a single hole. The water and ice 
together under the hole was about two fathoms, the length of my jigging line. In 
three hours of fishing time my catch was nine small to medium sized Burbot and one 
small Sheefish. The catch is about what we've come to expect each year. Not much 
for either size or number, but a bit of a priceless treasure as it is a first harvest of a 
new season from the world of fish creatures. The meal that these fresh caught fish 
will make will be a sustaining memory as the fish harvest year again unfolds. 

A very unusual trackless snow surface from here to the fishing hole (partly due to 
recent snowfall and absence of locally living moose and scarcity of W. Ptarmigan 
and rabbits). The "ice road" tracks were the freshest, but didn't see any of the 
creatures that use it either. 

The house chickadee was inside again today to pick up the very small blowfly Carrie 
left for him. 
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February 20 High 26º F 
Low 18º F 
N wind to 20 
Clear 

A real lot of sun today for a change. And the two camp chickadees were feeding till 
7 p.m. yesterday. There is good daylight by 9 a.m. now, so our day length has gotten 
back to a very reasonable length. From now on it becomes mostly excess. 

The family of three Gray Jays that happened by earlier this month are getting more 
regular in their visits. They have worked out quite a procedure to deal with Hawk 
Owl! One tends to keep watch from a high point while the other two are occupied. If 
the Hawk Owl turns up on the scene the air raid warning goes off with screeches, 
whistles and chatters that makes everything in ear shot duck and grab the top of their 
head. This includes people, dogs, moose and squirrels, as well as every Red-backed 
Vole and chickadee. One begins to wonder how often Hawk Owl feeds. Everything 
that is potential food seems to have a pretty good defense. 

A real spring-like day today. The rays of the sun were easily felt in sheltered areas. 
Actually the world was too bright without sunglasses, so that is the next inconvenient 
necessity. 

February 21 High 20º F 
Low 0º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, Sun! 

Oh, what beautiful weather. Bright and clear and the sun alone melted snow around 
dark things: cabin logs, mud banks and black plastic bags. 

Our Hawaiian thermometer, the greenhouse effect type, registered 55º F today. 

Each day now, for about the past week, there has been a direct pursuit by the Hawk 
Owl of one or the other of the three probable sibling Gray Jays that have finally 
started to try to feed around the camp. It is a great noisy traumatic life and death, in 
earnest struggle between one of our smallest birds of prey and a robin-size juicy 
meal. The two birds not being pursued tag along as fast as they can, screaming as 
loud as they can. Now since that has gone on for a week and there are still three Gray 
Jays, one wonders what the Hawk Owl eats and when. Remember this is the same 
Hawk Owl that attacks Ravens, and maybe, just maybe food is not the motivating 
element in the daily air battle. 

Spruce seeds are again literally covering the new surface of the snow, another 
stratified layer of billions of potential White Spruce trees.  
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This is the first day the generator was not used in the AM and was not started till 6 
p.m. even though "working" light in the house was required all day. Gas saving will 
build rapidly now until electric light is required again in August. 

A lot of fox tracks at the door step from last night. 

February 22 High 20º F 
Low -2º F 
NE wind to 15 

 Mostly clear 

Another fine February day. 

Daylight available enough for an early trip to Sisualik to shovel, to town for 
business, a trail breaking trip towards the Hatchery after return home, and still the 
sun was up! 

The three Gray Jays have really moved in. Don't know where that leaves the Hawk 
Owl, especially if he was left with the chore of keeping the tree patch clear of nest 
predators till his mate returns. She is probably due in anytime now. 

New staked trail off the Sisualik trail very near our turn off point. It is no doubt a 
sprint race (dog team) trail for an up coming race. 

Quite a lot of trails north of us, apparently going by various routes to the Hatchery to 
finish up free available fish from last fall's early freeze up. 

A large bull moose reported this weekend down behind the Ranger Station in the few 
willows that are left there. Sounds like the one that left this creek headed for Sisualik 
last week. Still no recent moose tracks in our near area. 

Fox tracks still increasing around the house. 

Just got in interesting CB report. Many Ringed Seal taken the last three days from 
open lead offshore of Krusenstern. Report of 26 by one hunter in one day. At least as 
many as five hunters have been out. It has been many years since this much of a 
winter seal catch has been made. It is been reported that seals are very plentiful. 
Weather conditions have been ideal for three days. Common Ringed Seals are at the 
peak of their annual fat and health condition. Unborn pups are large enough to 
provide that special luxury item of pelage for fancy skin clothes trimming or even a 
whole parka if enough can be acquired. One very seldom sees this unique material in 
use anymore. In value it may be the most precious of all local hair-hide-fur. 
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The old timer that got the 26 seals has had quite a "windfall." Fresh blubber will be 
nearly worth its weight in gold when distributed about inland villages, which he will 
do. 

February 23  High 20º F 
 Low -6º F 
 NE wind to 15 
 Increasing clouds 

Finally a trip to the Hatchery. What a beautiful run on a not quite bright enough day 
bisecting the Igichauraq Hills. It is in fact the western terminus of Interior White 
Spruce forest lands and contains over time all the creatures and plants that call that 
unique habitat home. Not much besides the white spruce (very black today) and the 
white, snow-covered rounded hills were to be seen today. Only one moose track was 
noted today. That trail seemed to have been made by a cow with calf. 

A new otter track turned up in the creek near the house today. 

The trail through the mountains is about as perfect as it ever gets. It is a very fine 
overland, cross country trail. 

Took home our share of this year's Hatchery produced fish. The project up there is a 
real tribute to human technology. 

They also have fox and moose to see out of their large windows. 

February 24  High 23º F 
 Low 16º F 
 NE wind to 20 
 Cloudy, snow  

Pretty steady snow all day with two or three inches total. Enough to make a bumpy 
trail again after it is wind-worked. Our wind was generally light while Kotzebue 
gave gusts to near 40 over much of the day. 

Spent some time looking for a suitable straight sapling for a new handle for my tuuq 
(ice chisel). Broke the old one in a dumb accident couple of days ago. It is 20 years 
old and has chipped many holes in the ice. It is older than any local ice auger, so it 
may be more than 20 years old. 

While outside this evening watching the two Boreal Chickadees at work a rather 
muffled but explosion-like sliding sound happened. Haven't located its origin yet, but 
expect a low level avalanche of snow from a high north side bank. It was kind of a 
frightening sound that causes you to look this way and that to see what is coming at 
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you. Have heard the sound before, but not for a long time. It will be interesting to 
find the site of the disturbance. 

The chickadees and Gray Jays the only "other" creatures seen today, beside the two 
dogs, although there are fresh otter tracks in the creek. 

Report of a moose coming in off ocean ice. 

February 25 High 24º F 
Low 17º F 
NE wind to 15 
Cloudy, some clearing 

A short look at the sun again and the mildness of temperatures for this date made it a 
rather fine day. The chore for the day, that of replacing the wooden handle of more 
than 20 years of age on my tuuq (ice chisel), did not go smoothly, so what can be 
said? Progress was made and the weather was great, so we will count it a good day 
though there were frustrations. (The frustrations revolve around how much rust can 
build up in 20 years on iron and steel.) 

There is a build up of four or five inches of fresh snow laying around again, which 
will mean some more ground drift and addition to snow banks at first strong wind. 

Jays, chickadees and Hawk Owl, with some redpolls and crossbills were around 
camp again. Hawk Owl was in hot pursuit of Gray Jay again, but looked more and 
more like a "harass chase" than a "prey attack." Apparently Raven and Gray Jay 
must be kept in "their place" from the perspective of Hawk Owl. 

Did not solve yesterday's avalanche noise mystery. It was not from our closet "high 
bank." 

February 26 High 20º F 
Low -10º F 
N wind to 15 

 Clear, sun 

The most pleasant day so far of 1993. A bright and warm sun that was visible 
through its whole time above the horizon, more than 9 ½ hours now. 

There was also today a surprising number of edible creatures in the spruce patch. 
Almost more creatures than tracks (sign of their passing). A small bull moose was 
dozing in the sun after feeding less than ¼ mile from the house. A large porcupine 
was dozing in the sun near the top of his feed tree, not far from the moose; and a 
flock of six Willow Ptarmigan allowed me opportunity to shoot two of them for our 
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supper. These are the first ptarmigan we have eaten in 1993 and are much 
appreciated as a change of diet. 

Hawk Owl, Gray Jays, redpolls, crossbills all did their almost daily things in the 
camp clearing under the benevolent shining face of the bright sun. 

Even had a human visitor this afternoon, a traveler from the Hatchery side on his 
way to town. 

Late evening word comes that Carrie is back from Anchorage and needs to be picked  
up tomorrow. Today was a good day! 

February 27  High 4º F 
 Low -18º F 
 N wind to 15 
 Clear, sun 

Carrie home to Sanningaruq and visitors soon after. Good trail and good weather, a 
good day with a cooling trend. 

Seal hunters out again but cooling weather and moving ice not allowing much 
success. 

Out trail surface building a few soft snow bumps again as various light winds 
redistribute the latest fresh snow. Sorry to see the smoothness go. 

A few caribou reported (may be a single small group) passing through Ivik (North 
Kobuk Lake) this week. It was a surprise to those people living there. One or two 
reported taken. 

With the latest fresh snow dust vole sign continue to diminish around camp 
buildings. Don't know if this is a reliable indication of overall, population but it 
could be. 

Our small bull moose seems to be in our tree patch still, as no tracks leaving were 
noted above or below today. 

Moonlight really building again with these clear nights. 

February 28 High 8º F 
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Low -14º F 
NW wind to 15 

 Cloudy, snow 

Small grains of snow in the air all day but very little accumulation. What has fallen is 
very squeaky when walked over, a characteristic of "cold weather" snow. It is also 
very hard dragging with all kinds of sled runners. 

The sedentary nature of some bull moose at this season is again being demonstrated 
here this week. The small bull is spending many days in a small 1 or 2 acre plot a 
quarter mile from the house. 

After the clear visibility of the last few days our world was shrunk today by both fog 
and snow, making difficult traveling with whiteout conditions most of the day. Some 
Sisualik woodcutters lost their way on the homeward trip and circled around for 
awhile before becoming reoriented. 

NW winds to 25 in Kotzebue this evening means a lumpy trail for traveling in most 
areas again. March's west winds are getting a head start. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

MARCH 

March 1 High 4º F 
Low -26º F 
N-NW wind to 15 
Clear 

Cold but clear weather again and the 20+ NW wind down in Sisualik and Kotzebue 
have made hard pillows of snow on the trail. Postponed town trip till tomorrow when 
we will really find out about the new trail surface. 

The small bull moose was laying in the sun almost under the same tree that he was 
yesterday. He has good feed nearby and seems satisfied to spend large blocks of time 
without wandering, apparently a late February-early March characteristic, at least in 
years of moderate to heavy snow burden. 

Hawk Owl went by three feet off the snow surface with a Gray Jay right on his tail. 
Hawk Owl was really pumping his wings for speed and it was surprising that the 
Gray Jay could keep up, and for what purpose? 

Hauled another small load of wood today. 

March 2 High 14º F 
Low -31º F 
E wind to 15 
Clear a.m., cloudy p.m. 

A town trip to pick up the fruits of extended Anchorage trip. 

Visibility very good on the way over, very poor on the way back. The snow piles 
produced by the last NW wind are still soft and therefore the trail is not as sharp 
bumpy as it could be. It is, however, not nearly as good as last week before the new 
snow and blow. 

An air flight by a couple of local folks through the full length of the Squirrel, Aggie 
and on to Krusenstern reported seeing only a single moose at the mouth of the Aggie. 
No caribou, no wolves, no other moose and no water or seals in the ocean. Quite a 
lot of country covered in one day with so very few animals to report. These two men 
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are lifetime local hunters and with the abundant snow cover we have this is a rather 
negative surprise. Is it possible to have a time of famine even in this age of 
technology with helps of aircraft, electronics and automatic weapons? (They flew 
over us too and didn't see the small bull moose only a few hundred yards from the 
house.) 

A very quick warming this afternoon after a cold night, 45º F in a few hours. 

March 3 High 26º F 
Low 13º F 

 Light winds 
 Cloudy-light snow 

A mild but rather dull day. Made a trip to Sisualik for oil products (food) and a 
couple of tools needed to finish up my tuuq. 

Lots of birds around the tree patch today. Mostly redpolls acting very lively in the 
mild weather. Flocks of 30 or more would appear and disappear. Difficult to say if 
they were many different flocks or repeats. 

Hawk Owl did a "barrel roll" through the camp with a Gray Jay in pursuit. The most 
logical human interpretation of their recent activities is game playing. You can never 
be sure who is chasing whom in any given pass through the camp site. It also appears 
to me that are "showing off" but then there is the problem of - for what audience? At 
that point it is time to switch thoughts to other things. 

A late report that Sheefish are being taken at Pipe Spit by hook. Sounds good though 
it is early for that. 

What reason could provoke Hawk Owl and Gray Jay to perform for a human 
audience? 

March 4 High 18º F 
Low 4º F 
N-NW wind at 20 
Clear 

Kotzebue and the sea level areas had fairly heavy drifting snow all day. Only light 
"strip" ground drift up this way. 

We made a very bright trip up to the "stone people" at the Lower Canyon for some 
fresh fish. They haven't moved and the fresh fish were there. We got 15 Burbot of 
various sizes (mostly small) and Carrie got one fine Great Northern Pike of about 8 
lbs. 
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Made two holes and found considerable difference in ice thickness. The one with 
smooth early fall ice under snow surface was a bit over 4 feet. The other with a 
rather thick frozen overflow layer under snow was nearly 5 1/2 feet thick. This is not 
a surprise and to some degree was expected. It was a surprise to find the water depth 
under the thick ice 14 inches deeper than under the thin ice, even though it was much 
closer to the edge of the river bank. The best producing hole was the thinner one 
which is no surprise. 

Another surprise: one Burbot had four Saffron Cod in the stomach. A first for our 
investigations of this place; it is a long ways from normal Saffron Cod habitat. Also 
found one fair sized Arctic Lamprey in Burbot stomach.  

No moose, ptarmigan or weasel tracks on the trail again. 

March 5 High 6º F 
Low -26º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, cooling 

Lots of cool sunlight today. It was a very bright day with unlimited visibility. 

There is very little activity out of Kotzebue in this direction. Since the weather has 
turned colder and winds westerly or north, caribou hunting south towards Buckland 
and Selawik will attract hunters and Sheefishing on Kobuk-Selawik Lakes will be 
the other attractant. Seal hunting will not be good again until weather makes it so. 

Didn't see chickadees today. Found a handful of flies under an old stove lid too. 

The jays are here regularly now as is the hawk owl. 

White Spruce nuts-seeds covering the snow surface again. What a great abundance 
of reproductive potential. Wonder what the odds are that one out of how many will 
become a tree of 200 years in age. 

March 6 High 0º F 
Low -32º F 

 Light winds 
Clear, light clouds p.m. 

A cold night but a nice day. The air warmed nicely about noon. 

The Gray Jays were about and the chickadees, but only briefly. 
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On a run up the trail toward the Hatchery with the superdog we saw one fresh moose 
track leaving this creek headed for the Noatak River. I have an idea that it is our 
sedentary bull. If it is, I'm sorry to see him go. We may not have moose tracks again 
for awhile. There don't seem to be many in areas away from main river stems. 

The otter made tracks again and the fox was in camp last night looking for a scrap 
that the jays might have missed. 

March 7 High 16º F 
Low -12º F 

 Light winds 
Light clouds, snow 

A few large light snow flakes in the air all day. Very nice mild weather. 

The small bull moose that we are sharing the tree patch with this late winter was 
down here close to the house feeding last night and this morning. He has worked out 
a neat feeding strategy working those areas along the creek bank that the super 
strong winter east winds have scoured out nearly to bare ground. He locates the top 
of a small willow clump and breaks and paws the snow down around it to finish the 
live twigs. He has a long almost snow free escape route to follow through these 
connecting areas he has browsed. He is not particularly friendly. He allows fairly 
close approach when he is bedded but after standing he makes a quick retreat 
through his ready made shallow snow trail. Siberian Tigers that prey on moose must 
be interesting animals. 

Chickadees and jays were in today, but only for a short time. 

The lone Red Squirrel is making some long sorties in an apparent attempt to find 
another Red Squirrel. Hope he finds one. 

March 8 High 16º F 
Low -7º F 

 Light winds 
 Light clouds 

Town trip today. A rather pleasant one. A lot more loose snow down on the lagoon 
and mudflat area than up here in the highlands. It is usually the other way around. 

Ran into someone that had just come down from Pipe Spit, who reported a good 
catch of 30-40 Shee by one person. Good size too. It is very early for Pipe Spit to 
produce that well. We could have gone there instead of town! There will be a lot of 
ice fishing this month and next. It is another of the subsistence activities that is 
growing, due in part to improved technology (power augers, snow machines and 
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"spoon" hooks) that takes a good deal of hard work and lost time out of the 
interesting part of the activity. 

Town ravens quite active again. Wish I could understand their conversation. You 
would think they would have learned to talk English by this time. I think they were 
saying or asking something about the early warm weather. 

Got glimpses of several flocks of redpoll-crossbill flocks when around camp and the 
chickadee-Gray Jays were in again. There were tracks of a small flock of Willow 
Ptarmigan on the town trail. First time for awhile. 

March 9 High 19º F 
Low 9º F 
NE wind to 10 

 Cloudy, fog 
 Freezing drizzle 

Visibility not much today and whiteout conditions make night traveling by headlight 
attractive if you have a long journey to make. Even a short trip over a lumpy trail 
during the day is no fun. 

Made a trip to Sisualik today and almost didn't find it due to very thick fog. Wouldn't 
have if there was not a faint trail to follow. Fog lifted off of the ground later in the 
day and left all trees and willows well frosted. 

The camp birds were not frosted and it comes as a surprise that they were not, since 
everything else outside exposed to the air was. Being warm blooded counts for 
something today. The energy it takes to be that way is the cost though. 

Thought of tracks in the snow again today when there was so much whiteness with 
none. What a contrast to those years when there were lots of hares, ptarmigan, over
wintering caribou and more moose all in the same winter. Lots of tracks even the 
next day after a fresh snow. They will be back again won't they? 

March 10 High 16º F 
Low -14º F 

 Light winds 
 Cloudy, fog a.m.
 Clearing p.m. 

Another run to town for hauling stuff. Trail getting better, straighter and the fog even 
dispersed for the return trip. 

138 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

March 

Another wandering moose down on the tableland town trail. Followed the trail a bit 
to a high knoll where it had been laying down. No indication of feeding while it was 
out in the open. It seemed to have made a big loop toward the west and was on the 
way back to our lower creek area. A salt run? A visit to a favorite summer lakeshore 
or a favorite buried willow patch? Who can know the mind of a moose. Henry 
Beston said it well: "The animal will not be measured by man, they are other 
nations." 

There are a few double Red Fox tracks across the country; mating time for them. 

Not a single fresh W. Ptarmigan track in some 20 miles of land travel today. 

A lot of "cone birds" in the tree patch today. The warm sun on the golden cones with 
a flock of dwarf yellow and red "parrots" and the smaller yet but colorful redpolls 
seems a strange sight north of the Arctic Circle in late winter. 

March 11 High 10º F 
Low -22º F 

 Light winds 
Fog a.m., clear p.m. 

A nice warm sun at high elevations today. South facing tree patches very pleasant for 
working firewood. Low lying areas below zero all day. 

A tragic episode last week and continuing with some of the main characters in last 
month's sealing success. Fermented marine mammal flippers are a favorite delicacy 
among saltwater hunters. Preparing them by traditional method and means has its set 
of cautions that if followed have proved safe from the dreaded food poison called 
botulism. With the coming and common use of plastic bags for various purposes the 
unwary or uninformed can brew a very terrible deadly poison for themselves and 
their families. That is apparently what happened last week. These are adult elders 
that have been preparing this kind of food all their lives. The husband and wife both 
ate from the product. The man was unaffected. The woman is very close to death and 
though she may be coming out of it by now since she has survived the early stages, it 
will be a very close call. Botulism bacteria produces a toxin in the absence of air and 
warm enough temperatures. The use of plastic and the indoor preparation of these 
favorite marine mammal treats can and do lead to tragic times for some families in 
Western Alaska every so often. Following the strict traditional procedure for making 
the treats never allows the development of these deadly toxins. Temperature being 
the most critical factor and the exclusion of oxygen is also an important factor. 
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March 12 High 24º F 
Low -22º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

Over eleven hours of sunlight today. Isn't that marvelous? It was a real beautiful day, 
starting out cold but warming soon after sun up and even more as a steady breeze 
picked up in the p.m. Willows and trees coated by frozen fog for a number of days 
are finally being cleared of that "frosting." The front doorstep board thawed and 
dried today. Snow melted on dark parts of the snow machine facing the Sun today. 

Checked on our small bull moose neighbor today. He is still here and apparently 
doing well in his chosen few acres. He has trails to various feeding areas and various 
trees at the base of which he drowses in the sun. His strategy, as far as feeding goes, 
is entirely different than other over-wintering moose we've shared the tree patch with 
in other years. This fellow uses the "caribou system" locating clumps of short thick 
willows (not Salix alaxensis) by one or two branches still showing above snow 
surface; he then breaks down and "paws" with a front foot (left) the snow to get at 
the rest of the whole clump -sometimes an extensive area, none of which was 
showing above snow surface. Some of these are pretty impressive craters with snow 
over 4 feet deep. 

Lots of White Spruce seeds down again with this great dry weather. Snow surface 
again colored by them. 

March 13 High 22º F 
Low -4º F 
NE wind to 10 
Clear 

A Short-tailed Weasel under the steps this morning seemed to take pleasure in 
causing such a large creature as a human to jump a bit at his sharp chattering hiss. He 
was using the Red-backed Vole entrance tunnel to peek out on the world. I can 
imagine the terror of our dwindling Red-backed Vole community when this beady-
eyed character shows up on the scene with an elongated body that fits quite easily 
into any large mouse hole or tunnel. We have always been quite thankful that 
weasels do not grow to the size of Polar Bears. 

Today was a very good day for Kobuk Lake and Sheefishing. We hear of several 
locations producing good catches, from Pipe Spit to Callahan Portage. We would 
have gone this morning if it was not for our self-imposed rule to be home on 
weekends in case visitors come by. With such fine weather we expected some today. 
There were none. Too many more interesting places to be with such perfect weather. 
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March 14 High 26º F 
Low -10º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

A continued run of real nice weather and lack of weekend visitors. There is a lot of 
interesting things happening in and around town. Dog races both days and Shee 
hooking at several different localities on Kobuk Lake, including Pipe Spit. Some 
great catches were made way up at Callahan last week, as well as at Asailavik, so 
with the beautiful weather many people will have been out ice fishing over the 
weekend. We may give Pipe Spit a try tomorrow. 

An interesting happening today. Two snow machines came in on the house trail 
(neither had sleds). They stopped just after entering the house clearing and before we 
could get things together and open the door, the rear person waved the first on and 
they went right on through the camp past the clothesline, while I stood and looked at 
their backs. This kind of action demonstrates two things from the rural person’s 
perspective. Not only are the visitors strangers, but it is most likely that they are non-
Eskimo strangers. Local protocol requires a stop to say "hi" even if you have taken a 
wrong trail by mistake. To "make a run for it" through an occupied camp is not only 
unfriendly, but is usually deemed suspicious. 

Last week a Sisualik family heard sno-go’s early in the morning and later, after he 
had gotten up and gone outside, he found his flat wood- hauling sled gone. These 
kinds of incidents have been very rare in a rural setting in the past. Hope this is not a 
negative trend. 
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March 15 High 20º F 
Low -4º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

Finally, a trip to Pipe Spit for Sheefishing. We tried to get ready to leave early but 
the sun was quite high already by the time we got underway. There were only three 
people there when we got there and no sign of fish. We tried here and there at and 
above the Spit. Two more fishers showed up but still no fish caught till we made a 
new hole below the Spit. Carrie got one good one of about 10 lbs. which gave us 
needed encouragement. No other fish followed for an hour or so and we moved on 
trying other holes. Carrie finally got one very small fish and a newcomer got three 
from a hole we had passed without trying. They were small. We had lunch and tried 
around some more without success. As the sun was getting low we decided to try 
again where Carrie had gotten the big one. She got two more big ones and I finally 
got one from a nearby hole. Good enough! Slow fishing but four nice sized Sheefish 
will make several meals. These fish are at their peak physical condition this month 
and next. Adult fish from 8 to 20 lbs. are very fat, full bodied, and firm. 

On the way home, just before sunset, we found a moose near the trail in the flats. 
This is the odd fellow that seems to have had it with deep snow in creeks and draws 
where the thick willow feed is still good. He has been wandering around the flats all 
week where the snow is shallow. But it is a mile or two between willow clumps. The 
clumps only amount to three or four shrubby plants. It seems that individual moose 
develop their own individual strategy to make it through to better times. This animal 
is also an young adult male. We have two local moose now using very different 
habitat. This moose noticed our light and engine noise 1,000 yards off and turned 
and ran, but only for 500 yards. When we looked back after passing he was strolling 
back to the same willow on the knoll that we dad disturbed him from. This was a 
great demonstration of certain "conditioning traits" in moose. "Run from something 
only as it is chasing you." The same response can be made to passing wolves. 

March 16 High 18º F 
Low -10º F 
N wind to 15 

 Partly cloudy, clearing 

A trip to Sisualik to get a few things. The wood hauling trails both to Sisualik camps 
and to town are beginning to be used. Folks usually reserve the last of March and 
April for firewood stockpiling. 

The remaining two Boreal Chickadees and three Gray Jays continue as camp birds. 
Haven't seen Hawk Owl for a week. He may have decided to defend another area for 
the oncoming mating season. Flocks of redpolls and crossbills continue to work the 
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spruce cones and the winged seeds continue to rain down on the snow surface so that 
it is beginning to take on their color again. 

A Short-tailed Weasel has moved into camp and is still here. Red-backed Voles are 
becoming quite scarce. 

Double fox trails are widespread all directions. Not that there are a lot of foxes, it is 
just that they range widely at this season and through all habitats, even those that 
aren't likely to produce any food (i.e., broad stretches of "barren" lake, lagoon and 
ocean ice areas which at other seasons aren't graced with fox tracks.) 

Weather remains fine for just about any activity. 

March 17 High 6º F 
Low -24º F 

 Light winds 
Late p.m. snow 

Town trip today to get Carrie to Friends Conference at Noorvik. That town will be 
doubly full of people for the next few days. 

On the way home checked the knoll where we had seen the moose on our way home 
from fishing (out in the open tundra) to see what shrub species was so attractive that 
the moose returned to it immediately, when it found we weren't a threat. It was no 
real surprise to find that it was shrub birch, Betula glandulosa, one large clump. The 
moose had also browsed a willow species there that is neither S. alaxensis nor S. 
pulchra, but not sure of the species. 

The response of this moose to our machine and headlight the day we disturbed it is a 
good demonstration as to why moose as a species get along well with human 
populations. Though it ran when it thought it might be pursued, when it wasn't it 
immediately gave up flight and returned almost immediately to its serious browsing. 
The other moose that has shared the tree patch with us (quite graciously) for the past 
month and a half moved back stream past the cabin, doing his deep snow habitat 
conditioned thing. (Pawing short willow clumps out of the snow where the strong 
easterly winds have grooved the snow out from under trees. These two animals are 
quite a contrast in habitat use. 

March 18 High 8º F 
Low -8º F 
NW wind to 15 
Thin clouds, light snow 

An inch of new snow overnight. The first for some time. 
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Word comes on the grapevine this week that a large lynx was taken last week in the 
hills between Kobuk Lake and Squirrel River. The fact is seen as quite remarkable 
by all, since none have seen hare tracks even up that way. A lynx in the several years 
of complete hare absence is quite unexpected. 

Camp animals (moose, weasel, Red Squirrel) still around, as are the camp birds. 
(Redpolls, crossbills, Gray Jays and the two Boreal Chickadees). Seems like Hawk 
Owl is gone. 

We have more than 12 hours of sun now and the couple of months of "never enough 
daylight" are but a distant memory. Now human eyes must seek protection from too 
much light or surely pay the consequences of painful debilitating snow blindness. 
Wonder how many other creatures suffer to some degree from this snow-sun 
problem. 

March 19 High 11º F 
Low -26º F 
N wind to 15 
Thin clouds, mostly sun 

A cold night for the "equinox" season but the sun again warmed sheltered locations 
to above zero quite quickly. A pleasant day but not quite warm and the air not quite 
clear (of fog, showers, mist). 

A good visit with a friend today and while we visited our local land otter did his 
"camp pass" on the creek. This is an interesting event for a couple reasons. A "land" 
otter during the arctic/sub-arctic winter has a numbers of built in problems, and he 
knows it. Short legs (that do well in water but have limitations for overland-snow 
travel) and food that for the most part lives underwater that can be hard to access (get 
into). They know they are vulnerable when traveling from one watershed to the next 
or from one open place on a stream to another. They seldom do these passages by 
daylight and when they do, they do it quickly. What better time to choose than 
during the visit of a friend, when no one is looking. We are quite fortunate to have a 
live-in otter on our small creek at this season. It doesn't often happen. 

Most of the traveling in the region this week and weekend will be between the great 
Conference and camp meeting of the Friends Church in Noorvik. 
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March 20 High 25º F 
Low 4º F 
N wind to 15 
Cloudy, light snow 

Today could be characterized by calling it "sun and snow." Though it would seem a 
contradiction in terms it is a condition that seems to happen most often in spring. 
And indeed it now is early spring. The sun shines more or less brightly and warmly 
through thin clouds from which continual light snow falls to the ground with little 
accumulation. 

Decided to check on our sedentary bull moose. He has been in the same spot ¼ mile 
from the cabin for nearly a week, with no trails in or out. He was there but is a shy 
fellow and no doubts thinks good moose should be heard but never seen. He 
permitted one good sideways view and then took off to circle right back, almost to 
the house. It is a good thing he missed the clothes line. 

A few birds around spruce patches all day and the two chickadees and three Gray 
Jays continue picking through camp scraps. 
While checking down creek for a place to cut summer wood found a very active Red 
Squirrel area. It is likely that there are enough individuals around to give us a 
population explosion this coming year, built on this year's cone crop. 

March 21 High 33º F 
Low 20º F 
N-NE wind to 15 

 Cloudy, snow 

A whole day of snow again. Maybe 5 inches so far and still coming. The warm 
temperature makes it very wet to be out and the warm new snow sticks to everything. 
Trails have pretty much disappeared at least until it blows harder or new ones are 
made which ever comes first. 

Camp birds were around often today looking no doubt for anything not covered by 
the "all over" snow. 

Very warm temperatures for all creatures, but difficult traveling for most. Many will 
be just laying around waiting for cooler drier air and surface. 

Very poor flying weather and there is much potential traffic for Noorvik meetings 
today and tomorrow. 
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March 22 High 32º F 
Low 16º F 
N wind to 18 

 Thin clouds 
 Snow showers 

Quite a few hours of falling snow in the last three days from nearly still air. Very 
nice for a change, but now come the winds and there will be some blowing snow. 

Checked on our moose today and predictably, he used his now established shallow 
snow escape route. He could be taken easily with an uguruq rope snare. He is a shy 
moose as March moose go. He is not one to stand and have his picture taken. 

Took advantage of the warm weather and new snow today to make a snowshoe trail 
into a little dry firewood patch of porcupine-killed spruce. A trail packed down with 
snowshoes into the trees while temperature is mild will allow snow machine use after 
an overnight freeze. There is not enough wood in this patch for our whole summer's 
need but it will be half or more and it is close to home. Once it is cut and hauled it 
can be added to from another patch or even with a few loads of green alders, which 
make fine long lasting firewood. 

Saw an odd bird this morning. It was flying around the house and then landed on and 
around the chickadee meat sawdust feed block. Didn't have binocs. It was gone when 
I went out with the glasses. It may have been an odd-acting immature crossbill. 

March 23 High 20º F 
Low 7º F 

 Light winds 
 Cloudy, snow 

Another "all day" of small snowflakes without wind. Lots of loose snow over the 
land. The makings of a terror of a March storm. We will hope it is not from the west. 

Town trip today to bring the wandering better half home. Visibility very bad for 
travel but the sun constantly visible to keep a directional bearing. Known distances 
seem so terribly long under these ground whiteout conditions. 

Many homebound travelers from the meetings in Noorvik traveled to places other 
than home today because of sometimes marginal flying conditions. 

Lots of crossbills this morning, some even on the ground. Suspect that total numbers 
over the area are growing at an accelerated rate. 
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A nice flock (20) of Willow Ptarmigan made fresh tracks on our creek trail this 
morning. 

Moose still in his lower creek location. This moose can "roll" his eyes. Have not 
noticed this trait before. Seems to happen just before he takes flight. When he has 
made the decision to move? 

Both the sun and now tonight the Northern Lights show through the thin but 
everlasting snow-shedding clouds. 

March 24 High 8º F 
Low -16º F 
E wind to 18 
Clear 

A very, very bright day with nothing in the way between sun and new white snow 
surface. It is, was, breathlessly bright. One might say dangerously bright, without eye 
protection. 

There was enough wind to roll the loose snow surface along but not enough to raise 
it into the air and make a real drift situation. For future trail quality this is better than 
stronger winds that might have piled it into rough bumps. 

Temperature dropped sharply during the night and Kotzebue had chill factors in the 
50º F range for the coldest in the state. Except for mid-day warmth and bright long 
daylight, March is not really very spring like in the Arctic. I will try that again: 
March is early spring-like in the Arctic because of sun warmed midday and brilliant 
brightness. That sounds better. What do you expect early spring to be like? Flowers 
and plant growth belong to summer - here! 

Birds were active today and spruce seeds began to cover yet another layer of 
immaculate snow surface. 

March 25 High 0º F 
Low -26º F 
NE wind to 15 

 Clear sky 
Low fog patches 

Another cold night but midday pretty good at higher elevations. Cold moist air at sea 
level with numerous fog and light snow intervals. Made a quick town trip for gas and 
propane. 
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A large (100 ?) flock of W. Ptarmigan tracks on the flats just below us on the 
Kotzebue trail this morning. Maybe some migrants are turning up. Haven't seen such 
a group all winter. 

Our moose browsed-plowed his way back up the creek again. He is a fine example of 
one strategy for surviving late winter deep snow with a short but useable escape path 
through an area of shallow snow cover. In his method of foraging he has moved a lot 
of snow from covered willow clumps. Quite an unusual observed experience for us 
and possibly unusual for him too. 

There are rumors of red fox and jackrabbit (Arctic Hare) take in the Buckland 
caribou hunting area. Interest in fox harvest based on skins for hat making by some  
local sewers. 

March 26  High 12º F 
 Low -28 º F  
 E wind to 15 
 Clear, light clouds 

A cold night again but a warming trend on the horizon. 

An interesting day of visitors. Two women-driven dog teams and a skijoring lady 
with an interest in Beluga Whales. 

A rather heavy visiting day with four people in the house besides us two. Lots of 
sharing talk. 

The two teams went back to town, but left us two an overnight "visitor." 

March 27  High 28º F 
 Low -4º F 
 E wind to 15 
 Clouds and sun 

Forty knot winds in Kotzebue again but much less here. The midday sun has gotten 
quite warm on our doorstep, with snow melting and falling from black things. 

A woodpecker today! Working on a tree that has died in the front yard. The first 
we've seen this year. Didn't get a good ID but probably Three-toed. He'll probably be 
back. The Hawk Owl is definitely gone so the smaller birds operate a bit more freely. 

Winds in Kotzebue died down towards evening and the late portion of this day 
turned out real nice. 
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The new moon is growing quickly and adds something to the now short night. 
Already too short according to some. Night will of course become a thing of the past 
sometime in April. 

Our snow machine visitor broke down on the way to town and was lucky to catch a 
ride in without too much walking. 

March 28 High 34º F 
Low 14º F 
NE wind to 18 
Sunny, clouding over 

A very nice day with a mild wind - very spring-like. 

Yesterday the woodpecker was a surprise. Today the "in house Boreal Chickadee" 
came back in the house and hollered quite loudly for attention. This is his first return 
inside in a month, even though the two of them have been regular visitors outside of 
the house everyday. It is just too difficult to understand-interpret some happenings. 

Our moose is still here. The woodpecker was not seen to return. 

Lots of redpolls and crossbills working the spruce trees today and much feeding by 
both on seeds that have dropped to the snow surface. Little bird tracks all over the 
snow. The seeds tend to collect, mirroring depressions in the snow. The places are 
much like a seed or grain feeding troughs and allow the birds to stand in one place 
and gobble up many winged spruce seeds. 

Ran across Celia Hunter's News-Miner article again today and again find its 
designation of Ecosystem People and Biosphere people a good working tool for 
understanding of the "subsistence" issue. She credits Raymond F. Dassman of Union 
For Conservation of Nature-Future Printing, Feb. 1975 Fairbanks News Miner. 

March 29 High 42º F 
Low 20º F 
NE wind to 15 

 Clear, warm! 

Quite a day for March! Snow melt drip from snow on trees, rocks mud, etc. All that 
warmth from the sun and mild air. 

Began our spring-summer woodcut today in a down creek tree patch, where a 
number of porcupine killed trees close to each other make it worthwhile to make a 
trail through the soft snow. 
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A flying blowfly bumped me on the side of the head around the sunny side of our 
buildings. A rather true sign of warmth, if not of spring. 

Redpoll numbers much increased. The warmth has increased spruce seed flow to 
snow surface and redpolls are finding the snow surface easier foraging than cones on 
the tree since they don't have the tools that the crossbills do. 

Heard a number of gun shots down creek this evening. It has been awhile since 
multiple gun shots were heard on this creek. It could mean one of our two local 
moose (both?). As stupid as it seems, the season is still open. The reason for the 
shots could also have been ptarmigan or a beer can. There were seven or eight fairly 
close together. 

There are no vole tracks on the snow surface. 

March 30 High 38º F 
Low 18º F 
NE wind to 15 
Cloudy 

Another unseasonably warm day. More like the end of April than the end of March. 
It is beautiful weather for living! 

Continued wood cut and preparation today between visitors. 

There is a rather lively colony of Red Squirrels in the wood cut area and another 
several miles north of us. From these bases and with such a great spruce nut crop we 
will probably see quite a productive year for Red Squirrels. Maybe even a plague of 
them. 

Many, many little bird tracks on the snow where they must walk a bit to pick up a 
mouth full of spruce seeds. 

A negative report from Kobuk Lake fishers from a small plane flight yesterday. 

No sign of moose movement out of our tree patch, so moose is presumed to still be 
here, though I haven't checked on him for a few days. 

The mountains are finally showing signs of the sun's work of yesterday and today, 
with brown showing on the south slopes. Winter clumps of old snow on trees were 
dripping water midday yesterday and today. Bear tracks will be the next sure sign of 
spring. 
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March 31 High 46º F 
Low 26º F 
NE wind to 18 
Clear, few clouds 

Another great spring day with nearly record warm temps. Statewide there is also 
nearly 14 hours of sunlight. What ever weather features we might have worried 
about for the month of March didn't happen. The March west winds and sometimes 
heavy snows just did not materialize this year. Our feelings for the compensatory 
nature of yearly weather patterns will now let us worry over April. If the west winds 
come then, we can expect some cool weather yet before real spring in May. 

Tried to locate our local shy moose this evening but couldn't find fresh tracks. There 
is one set of drifted over tracks leaving or coming into the tree patch. So now we 
either have two or none. The one animal we've had here so long has dug up and 
marked up the snow so much around available willow clumps it is hard to easily 
locate new sign. The future may clarify this a bit. Since today is the last day of a two 
month too long moose season, we had hoped to see for sure that our other tree patch 
resident had survived another year this close to Kotzebue. 

A very large flock of Willow Ptarmigan tracks turned up again today. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

APRIL 

April 1 High 46º F 
Low 28º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

April starts off in the midst of a statewide record warm spell. Wonder how long it 
will last and how the month will end with such a warm beginning. To complicate the 
scene, on our trip to town today we heard two different reports of the sighting of 
Glaucous Gulls. One on Tuesday, which would make a March early date and the 
other today. This is an unbelievably early G. Gull date. Though they regularly show 
the last week of April, a bird in the first week is remarkable. More confirmation 
should drift in if the weather stays moderate. 

Both Belugas and Bowheads reported seen in Point Hope this week. The first and 
right on time. 

Town trail is very rough. One fourth of it on this side is pretty good but the rest, and 
especially the staked trail, was roughed up by ground drift early in the week and now 
they have hardened in place. The bumps are low but constant and the faster you go 
the greater the landing shock. We had cut town trip time to less than an hour. Now, 
today, we are back up to two hours or more. In contrast, the trail on the tablelands 
and towards the mountains over here are wonderfully flat, soft and smooth. 

April 2 High 42º F 
Low 10º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

A visit up to the Hatchery today. It was such a beautiful day to travel in the 
mountain. The effect of the last few warm days on the rocky portions of mountains 
was a change of scene/landscape up that way from the white and black contrast of 
snow and tree patch of a month ago. It makes one think of bear tracks, ground 
squirrels and dark headed W. Ptarmigan. A little farther north and east one could 
begin to expect Hoary Marmots and north-moving caribou herds. 

Three moose tracks, recently made, crossed the Hatchery trail: a cow with her calf 
and a lone animal. Didn't seem to be too bothered by snow depth, but willows above 
snow cover seem scarce in the zone where they crossed at right angle to the trail. 
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Very little sign of other game except a few Red Fox up that way. There was hint 
from Hatchery people that 8 or 10 caribou have been making tracks west of their site. 

A very white Gyrfalcon reported by them this past week. 


Baby Chum Salmon just beginning to leave their over-wintering hatching site in 

plastic gravel. 


Trees and willows bordering the main river are the only non-white zone on east 

Noatak Flat area 

April 3  High 28º F 
 Low 8º F 
 NE wind to 15 
 Clear, cloudy, snow 

Big sno-go race today out of Kotzebue. Some very fast times as humans exhibit their 
mechanized speed over irregular snow surface. The flight defense of various 
creatures, so long effective when used to escape predation by humans, is further 
negated by this mechanized help. In an age when prey species have so little 
circumstantial chance to escape, enforced limitation rules are the only hope of 
maintaining species diversity. It seems that human nature itself stands in the way of 
individual self-limitation by choice. 

Both chickadees, the three Gray Jays continue active through the day around camp. 
The flocks of spruce cone seed eaters (redpolls, crossbills) continue to forage 
through the area from time to time. No evidence of new spring birds besides the 
rumors of Glaucous Gulls and Hatchery Snow Buntings, though Rough-legged Hawk 
and Golden Eagle would be expected in the region wherever food or nesting sites are 
located. 

Our two local moose have moved off somewhere. No proof yet of just where or if 
they survived the last week of hunting pressure. 
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April 4 High 20º F 
Low 10º F 
NW wind to 18 

 Clouds, fog 

A note on our Red-backed Vole situation. After the multitudes of fall and winter, I 
could not find one overnight trail when we had a little dust of fresh snow around 
today. Not even on the floor of our storage cabin. That is remarkable. The numbers 
were diminishing rapidly earlier, and then we had a "live in" weasel for 10 days and 
that seems to be that! 

Humidity to 90% today in Kotzebue and with stiff west winds there and temps nearer 
to 0º F here, spring seems to have backed off for awhile. 

So have visitors. We thought there might be a lot this weekend but there were not. 
We did get a good debriefing on the Iditarod by a participant on Saturday. 

It is lonesome without fresh moose tracks around the tree patch. I need to see what 
became of those all-winter fellow tree patch dwellers. One has really trimmed 
available willow forage back. The requirements of one moose for two winter months 
is quite considerable when it is seen in a relatively small area. 

April 5 High 18º F 
Low 7º F 
W-NW wind 18 

 Cloudy, fog 

Cool weather again and whiteout traveling conditions. Back to more normal early 
April weather. 

Spent a few hours finishing up the spring-summer woodcut prior to hauling to 
Sisualik. 

I was not carrying the usual shotgun and wouldn't you know it, ran into a great flock 
right in the trail. Haven't had such an opportunity all winter. I did not notice any dark 
heads, which can be expected anytime in April. 

No sign of fresh moose tracks. 

Only the same old birds around, though the Hatchery folks reported seeing a white 
Gyrfalcon this week. If we are gaining W. Ptarmigan we should be seeing a few 
more raptors soon. 
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The Hatchery folks also had their first Snow Buntings this week. That location may 
be an indicator of south migrating Snow Bunting return. They never have any before 
March. 

April 6  High 28º F 
 Low 8º F 
 NW wind to 15 
 Fog, light snow 
 Clearing p.m. 

A town trip without trail and visual orientation again. Whiteout and no sun. We  
played it safe and intentionally headed enough west to hit Sisualik Spit land which 
would lead us to the staked trail. That worked out fine and we got on the staked trail 
ice crossing, but found very constant rough ridging with the "whiteout." After 
traveling most of the way to town I chanced to glance back. No sled! no wife! no 
dog! oh-ohhh! Turned back and found them way back (a couple of miles). The new 
shackle hitch attachment I had worked on last week had loosened and finally 
dropped the pin, releasing the sled. Wife and even the dog were not real pleased. I 
felt pretty good because nothing was lost, broken or injured except a little time. Even 
found the brand new shackle pin. On a continual rough "bouncy" trail one cannot 
"feel" the sled drag always. Looking back while traveling is also difficult. This kind 
of an accident happened on the North Slope a few years ago during a storm and the 
driver could not find the sled. When he did, his wife was frozen and he had no dog. 

April 7  High 25º F 
 Low 7º F 
 W-NW wind 15 
 Clear, fog, snow showers 

Hauled our dry wood out of the trees and part way to Sisualik. Eight loads, some 
over two cords. Probably not enough. If time and conditions permit will probably 
look for another place to cut a bit more. 

We had an interesting fog line today. It was very thick freezing fog about one mile 
south of our place and very bright clear with warm sun through the mountains north 
of our place. 

Was struck again today with the vast, empty, white landscape -"the barren lands." 
The near total absence of visible living things, and yet in a few weeks that same 
landscape scene will be literally clogged with life. Every square inch of dirt surface 
will have some variety of plant, insect and/or bird and animal life. Even the air, by 
the time the mosquitoes get out, will be so taken up with creatures that collisions will 
occur. What a wonderful land to provide such contrast. 
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The difference between trees and willows (shrubs) is at this point in season (time) so 
very obvious. Whole huge areas of willow patch that were landmarks, shelter and 
feed are now gone. Completely covered and erased from the landscape. Some of 
these willows are taller than some trees. But it is the nature of willows to lay down 
before and under the drift. Trees, especially the conifers, will die (and they do) if 
forced into such abeyance. The sometimes three or four isolated trees in a large 
willow patch now stand alone and green-black on the brilliant white snow, all the 
red-brown of the willows covered by feet of snow. They will soon be back, however, 
and the sentinel spruce will mark the spot no doubt, so that the bumblebee will be 
able to home in on the first nectar available. 

Snow Geese are reported into the Kenai River delta. 

April 8 High 22º F 
Low -15º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

Went to Sisualik to shovel snow off the tent and tunnel into the oil storehouse for 
some black meat in oil. 

There is a family of weasels in charge of that camp down there. I'm not sure that they 
are willing to give it up again in a couple of weeks. 

Red Squirrels finding the sun crusted snow good for traveling. It seems we had only 
one over-wintering near the house. There are several in a small colony two miles 
down creek. 

Glad to report that our moose is alive and well and has returned to the upper end of 
the tree patch. He had moved up creek ways for a few days. We worried for awhile 
that the last week of moose season had been too much for him. He is still foraging on 
short willows and Betula shrubs. His searching through and uncovering of low 
growing shrubs continues and is some what unique. Betula glandulosa seems often 
targeted by this animal. 

Lots of birds in the trees today. Still the same kind, but more lively and seem 
happier with the sun full out. 

There is a lot of soft snow in Sisualik Lagoon. 
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April 9 High 25º F 
Low -12º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

Another below 0º F cool night, but the sun brought the temperature up nicely in the 
afternoon. 

Made a town trip to get Carrie off to Koyuk for the Easter get together there. The 
staked trail is still terribly rough. 

It is nearing mid-April and predictably, people are beginning to move back out on 
the land. Yesterday the first "new" Sisualik resident of the season came back and a 
couple of others are "shoveling out" to take up the country life where they left off 
last fall. 

Lots of dogs in Kotzebue today as the Kobuk 440 took off to run nearly the full 
length of the Kobuk River. A lot of controversy building between animal rights 
groups and competitive dog mushing. Seems mostly the result of ignorance of the 
facts on the side of the animal rights folks. Dogs were made to run, and if they can 
no longer do it to feed themselves the next best thing is to compete with each other in 
a game that tones muscles, bones, and mentality, much as when the ancient rule of 
"survival of the fittest" reigned. 

Ravens and Gray Jays have rather lost the equilibrium of their minds around here to 
the muse of spring. 

April 10 High 31º F 
Low -2º F 

 Light winds 
Cloudy 

A "white" day. Hard to see the surface. Temperatures statewide have turned warm; 
we have warmed some, but here and the north coast remain cool but about normal 
for mid-April. 

Ravens and Gray Jays continue their spring revelry and are the local "noise makers." 
With the lack of ptarmigan and ptarmigan noise we may have to wait for Sandhill 
Crane, White fronted Goose, and Glaucous Gull to stir up different outdoor noise. 

Did you ever wonder what runs through a bear's mind about this time of the year 
when he contemplates the white, bright outside world from inside his snug den? 
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Weasel is making good use of the hardened snow crust to haul off abundant scraps, 
probably to a maternity den site. 

April 11 High 38º F 
Low 18º F 

 Light winds 
 Clear, sunny 

A most beautiful Easter Sunday. The sun warmed dark objects to thawing in the p.m. 
and high altitude ground squirrels and bears will be tempted to venture forth. Some 
will likely give in to the temptation. 

The few Red Squirrels around the country are traveling widely; probably mostly 
males but maybe some dispersed females. It will be interesting to see how much a 
single bountiful spruce cone year can affect a locally depressed population. 

A bit of surprise today. Bird-bird, the winter "house" chickadee came into the house 
again after not having been in for nearly a month. He sat on the sill for a bit, flew to 
the edge of his "fly" saucer (containing a few freeze dried flies supplied by a friend 
from the lower 48) but after two glances at the foreign flies flew back out without 
even testing any. 

Finally got a look at our late winter partner in the tree patch, the shy bull. He has 
moved a mile up creek where he has better footing and feed, but no place to hide his 
great black shiny bulk. Old frozen over flow ice give him better footing and a thin 
line of healthy creek willows (Salix alaxensis) give him good forage. We're glad to 
note that he survived not only the heavy snow of winter but the exceedingly long 
hunting season this close to Kotzebue. He has converted a lot of vegetation from this 
tree patch to blood, muscle and bone. He looks in good condition though quite 
embarrassed to have no place to hide. Don't know if he will get used to that and 
tolerate the situation for the sake of early spring and better feed, or will soon return 
to thicker vegetated habitat. 

April 12 High 42º F 
Low 22º F 
N-NE wind to 15 
Clear 

A real surprising bit of info today via a neighbor. He reports many Snowshoe Hare 
tracks in thick willows that are left (not covered by snow) on the large creek north of 
the Ranger Station called Tuqruq. This is rather unbelievable but easily checked and 
probably true. The pattern of the return of the Snowshoe Hare to this area after a 
decade of absence may be working out before our eyes, almost overlooked. In the 
past month we have fairly substantiated reports from south of us (Buckland Village 
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site), east of us (Kobuk delta and Sivunigvik, "a few") and now west of us at Tuqruq. 
Two of these locations are isolated from spruce timbered areas usually thought to be 
normal hare habitat. We have long thought that hares might return from these kinds 
of oases separated from continuous spruce forests, due to lack of predators while 
numbers are small and just growing. The thick willows provide food and shelter and 
lynx and horned owl, their major predators, are not as likely to find them in these 
spots. So be it! We will be glad to have them back. It has been a lonesome decade in 
the tree patch without rabbit tracks! 

Very warm today. Water in Kotzebue streets. 

April 13 High 47º F 
Low 20º F 
N-NE wind to 15 
Clear 

First of several loads down to Sisualik - wood and things. 

Though temps have been mild and Kotzebue streets are full of water and slush, only 
a few dark spots are showing on the trail to Sisualik and not a ptarmigan or a 
ptarmigan track to be seen. 

Lots of snow machine traffic today both through the beach and the mountains. Bear 
hunters are out. Spring campers are hauling and north whaling points are active. 

It was a beautiful day for traveling. The big question: is this just a warm spell again 
or will the thaw continue right down to spring? Historic logic augurs for it being a 
warm spell. We shall see. 

April 14 High 46º F 
Low 9º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

The warm spell continues though a good solid freeze through the night continues our 
good trail conditions. 

Shoveled open the Sisualik tent today and was rather dismayed to find a huge mound 
of snow in the tent. Last fall we had put a cloth over the door to prevent just such a 
problem. It at some point in a storm it had fallen to the floor and snow sifting in the 
cracks had left us more shoveling to do. We did finally get it out the door and was 
pleased to find everything else in good shape. Next time down we'll put on a fire to 
dry things out a bit and we will then be able to move when ever warm weather 
dictates. 
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Oddly enough our bird population has dropped dramatically in the last few days. No 
more redpolls and crossbills. Presumably our over- winter friends are off to better 
summer places and no spring migrants are in yet. 

This is the magic date that we remember each year as the very earliest a spring 
migrant served as soup meat for a birthday pot. Two Sandhill Cranes taken on the 
Noatak River above the village on this date always seems so unbelievable. 

No word of spring migrants except Snow Buntings and the gulls mentioned at the 
first of the month. 

April 15  High 47º F 
 Low 22º F 
 N wind to 18 
 Clear, few clouds 

The warm spell continues with a few very warm hours of sunshine but a good nightly 
freezing that keeps trails in pretty good shape. 

Made two trips to Sisualik today with two sleds each time. One filled with wood, the 
other with items we need to move down there from here for the summer. 

A few more thawed spots of ground but no sign of migrant birds or ptarmigan on our 
trail. We did finally see five ptarmigan on our trail entrance to the tree patch. There 
seemed no indication of dark feathered heads, which is surprising at this date. 

No report of ground squirrels out yet. 

All these things give more probability that this is indeed simply an early mild spell 
and not the real beginning of break-up time. It may be hard to convince some one in 
downtown Kotzebue of that, where we understand water slush and dust prevail. 

Our only regular tree patch birds are again two Boreal Chickadees, three Gray Jays 
and a pair of ravens. The real "bottom of the barrel" till first migrants show. 

April 16  High 48º F 
 Low 30º F 
 NE wind to 15 
 Clouds, snow showers 

Our "warm spell" is beginning to look more like the spring, but then there is the 
calendar date. It is too early! 
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The cloud cover and wet snow showers have softened the surface all around. 

We spent part of the day in Sisualik with fire in the tent to dry things out while 
shoveling out here and there. Lots of shoveling this time of year. 

Still no report of ground squirrels or Glaucous Gulls. 

There is also no word from the whalers.  

Spring weather is here but the creatures haven't caught up with it yet. 

We had some family over today helping to haul our wood pile down to Sisualik. The 
help and company was much appreciated. 

This mild weather is making a bit of a problem for us. We are expecting distant 
friends in for a visit on Monday. Hard to tell which location we should be at. Hope it 
clears and freezes so we can enjoy a few leisurely days with them. 

April 17 High 46º F 
Low 25º F 

 Clear, early a.m. fog 
100% relative humidity 

It was a great mid-April day with clear skies and temperatures nearer to what should 
be expected for this date. 

Another spring-summer resident moved back down to his place west of the Ranger 
Station early this week, dogs and all. 

Several folks with allotments down that way have said they might move down that 
way before the trail gets too bad. 

First report of a territorial Willow Ptarmigan male, with dark head today. Also there 
were Rock Ptarmigan tracks on the knoll behind the tree patch today. 

A lost house dog that followed a team up the Hatchery trail (from Kotzebue) two 
days ago was reported safely home this morning. "Pocket" was actively looked for 
yesterday by several camps in this area. Everybody was glad he made it home to 
town on his own. It must have seemed a long trip for a young small dog. Maybe 
more than 50 miles. 

A report from Sisualik this morning of small birds passing over from out toward the 
ocean. ID very speculative but may be Common Redpolls influxing the area that 
Hoary Redpolls have left. 
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Journal 

April 18 High 48º F 
Low 30º F 
N-NE wind to 15 
Clear, cloudy p.m. 

A steady breeze through the night kept us more than 10º F warmer than Kotzebue 
and consequently gave us quite a soft snow by afternoon. Being right on the margin 
between moving out to Sisualik and staying a few more days, this overnight warming 
is complicating life. May 1 is our arbitrarily chosen move time so this spell of 
weather seems too early. 

Saw our neighbor the bull this morning, back in the same small area where he has 
spent more than two months. This thawing weather must please him. Willow sap will 
be rising and his dark hide must make it pleasantly warm underneath when he lays 
under a tree in the sun. 

Saw two Pine Grosbeaks running on the frozen snow surface picking up spruce 
seeds. Haven't seen this species since January. Also some very light-colored redpolls 
were around again. 

First report of a Bowhead taken by Gambell on St Lawrence Island. The season is off 
to a late start this year. 

Very surprisingly, Kotzebue official temperature didn't rise above 29º F today. A 
very unusual 20º F difference between here and there for midday period. 

April 19 High 47º F 
Low 26º F 

 Light winds 
Clear, fog, clouding 

A town trip today. Streets terrible with water slush and gravel. The beach front very 
good yet. Last night's 1/2 " of new snow hardly melted out in the open flats. Quite 
soft again in the trees and around the house. 

Visitors from Sitka in here late after missing the trail and wandering a bit. 

A very pleasant reunion. 
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April 20	 High 44º F 
Low 31º F 
NE-E wind to 35 
Cloudy 

We planned a first overnight in Sisualik with visitors. Rather warm and windy, but 
cool and clammy after the fire went out. Flapping tent noise at daylight not really a 
welcome new noise. 

A first Bowhead of the season reported taken at Gambell, St. Lawrence Island. 

Many insects (blowflies) flying around outside of buildings and around wood and 
plastic. 

April 21	 High 48º F 
Low 34º F 
NE-E wind 35 
Cloudy 

Visitors left for town around noon and we returned to Sanningaruq to pack 
everything up. It was very windy and warm but without precipitation. 

Still no birds or Ground Squirrels seen or reported. 

The taking of another Bowhead was noted from St Lawrence Island. Three total now 
for the station. 

Our trail coming up was very soft because of non-freezing last night and the morning 
warm wind. We will try to wait for some light freezing tonight before attempting to 
haul anything out. 

Except for the mild weather, few signs of spring have occurred. We may still have 
some west wind cold. 

April 22	 High 51º F 
Low 28º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

Good frozen snow this early morning and we moved to Sisualik. Five sled loads of 
stuff in three trips. Completed the last trip just after 1 pm and the trail was getting 
soft. 
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Lots of geese reported in Buckland. Bowhead season unfolding in a different pattern 
than usual. Three taken from St. Lawrence Island the first week and then three in 
Barrow a few days later with none yet taken in between. 

Ground Squirrels out today! Right here in Sisualik at the camp site. Two were out 
and stood up for awhile maybe shading their eyes with a paw. It must seem very 
bright. 

Also a few tough territorial male Willow Ptarmigan along the trail today. 

Lena Jones reported hearing some "summer birds" today (probably passerines). 

Some good shee catches being made near central Kobuk delta slough mouths 
(Atataqsraq). A neighbor brought us a nice big fresh caught Shee. 

A record breaking high temperature at Kotzebue Weather Station today. 

We moved our thermometer to Sisualik today so tomorrow's temperature readings 
will be from here at Sisualik. Our 50º F today temp high was from Sanningaruq. 

No gull, crane or goose report for this location again. Lots of insects with variety 
today. 

April 23 High 42º F 
Low 28º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

A last hauling trip to Sanningaruq. A real lot of flies just inside the door. Seeking 
shelter after being out and about in yesterday's midday warmth. The snow surface 
well frozen and good for traveling until around noon. 

The two camp squirrels were out again today and gulls reported at Kotzebue. 

We still have some heavy hauling to do out of Kotzebue, gas and other stuff. We will 
probably try to do that tomorrow. Trail into town is reported alright but many pumps 
working to move water from town streets out on the ice which means waterfront will 
be filling soon with water. 

Some local gull and goose reports but no definite confirmation. 

Cleaned out the swallow house today. Lots of feathers and grasses from last year’s 
successful production. 
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An open lead reported in the Battle Rock area. A couple of hunters may check it out 
tomorrow. Very little lead seal hunting since February. 

Three Beluga taken in Kivalina this week. Several Bowheads seen. 

Lots of Willow Ptarmigan display activities around the Ranger Station area. 

Town waterfront reported to be good traveling yet. 

April 24 High 40º F 
Low 20º F 
Light W wind 
Clear 

Finally a bit of wind change. Though light, the flow of air off the ice-filled ocean 
much cooler than wind off the land. 

A town trip today for those heavy things we need for the next month or so (gas, oil, 
flour, sugar, milk). The packed trail stayed nice and firm all day. Town streets water, 
mud and believe it or not dust already. Water is also spilling in front of town; is good 
yet but deep places under the snow are beginning to show. There seems a cooling 
weather trend and that may delay an early spring. 

A hunter went out on the ice near "Battle Rock" (Auqsruraq) today and found an 
open lead only a couple of miles offshore. There were lots of seals and Glaucous 
Gulls but he didn't have a kayak and the wind was "offshore." 

Gulls and a flock or two of geese reported around Kotzebue town mud and ponds. 

Sheefish Derby today. A forty-three inch fish took 1st; some 300+ lbs. took first in 
weight category. 

A few seal hunters out from Kotzebue for shorefast ice hunting. (Seals laying on the 
ice by their breathing holes.) Reported to be lots, but hunting difficult (seals "wild" 
when wind is from off land). 

Lots of insects (flies) out again today during the warmest time. 

Traffic pretty heavy on main trails as more camp people moving out or preparing to. 
Water reported on ice below Krusenstern Cliff and Palisades (Taliqut) area. 
Travelers must detour. 
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April 25	 High 40º F 
Low 20º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

A beautiful April Sunday with lots of visitors. Squirrel and ptarmigan hunters and 
sight seers making use of the near perfect weather. 

Several Snowy Owls reported today and a trickling of Glaucous Gull. Goose 
sightings pretty rare in the country yet and no local crane noise yet. 

Temperatures got quite low last night and trail pretty firm all day. 

Bear tracks reported to be quite common through the coastal hills. None known to 
have been taken on the Monument by anyone yet this year. 

A very quiet day weather wise and everybody that was out agreed that it was a 
beautiful day to be alive and out. 

April 26	 High 40º F 
Low 10º F 

 Light winds 
Clear 

Another beautiful day of the same kind. A last trip maybe up to Sanningaruq. A real 
good freeze last night so the trail is fine again in most places all day. 

Bull moose has the tree patch nearly all to himself now . Terry saw him and did his 
usual "tree moose" bark. 

Jones Camp reported a single goose and two robins seen yesterday. 

Except for our camp Ground Squirrels we have no new sign of summer. 

We did eat three Willow Ptarmigan today, gifts of our yesterday visitors. It was only 
the second meal of ptarmigan we have had since Christmas. 

A good catch of large Sheefish was made at Pipe Spit yesterday. We'll soon have to 
give that a try. 

Tomorrow maybe a near last trip to town. We finally have nearly everything together 
for the spring break up time. 
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Snow machine traffic mostly spring camp movers hauling things to be ready now 
when it warms again to get settled for spring break up. 

April 27 High 36º F 
Low 12º F 

 N-NE wind 15 
Clear 

A town trip to pick up the outboard and propane. 

Was quite surprised to see several compact flocks of Glaucous Gull sitting on the ice 
just south of Hanson's store front. Shortly after sunup this morning we were so 
pleased to hear a single Glaucous Gull give several clarion clear calls as he passed 
high over head. There were more than 200 birds in the Kotzebue flock. 

The news is in that Point Hope has a whale (Bowhead) up on the ice and the day 
before Wainwright had taken one. 

Last night's freeze was pretty deep and long so trails remain very firm all day. Great 
for hauling late big loads, but one pays a price with quickly eaten plastic slide rails 
early in the days as the frozen snow surface is too dry to lubricate them. 

A lot of traffic on the main Coastal trail that runs right through our camp site. There 
will be much more if Kivalina or Pt. Hope catch more whales before the trail 
deteriorates. It is near perfect right now. 

A visitor mentioned seen a Junco and a Tree Sparrow last weekend but exact 
location unknown. 

April 28 High 47º F 
Low 14º F 
N-NE wind to 15 
Clear 

A first uguruq for North Kotzebue Sound brought into the beach today. Spring 
marine mammal hunting season is on! It is an early date for uguruq in this area. It is 
a welcome catch and a change in diet. Many people will get a meal or two from this 
first catch. 

Two dog teams and numerous sno-go's dropped by for a visit. Lots of visitors at this 
camp at this season. 

Several camp sites nearly ready to be occupied by spring campers as soon as it 
warms a bit more. Many loads of things (gas, grub, equipment) passing each day. 
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No "new birds" here, but some at sheltered and more inland sites. There should be a 
few new arrivals daily till a real general flight at next warming trend. 

The two dog teams ran across a small bear on their way down from the mountains. 
The musher and bear were 200 yards apart when they became aware of each other. 
They went in opposite directions. 

April 29 High 46º F 
Low 14º F 

 Light winds 
Clear, some clouds 

Another beautiful day with cool night, warm midday, light winds and no birds! 

We has a very good lunch today with fresh Uguruq meat from yesterdays' catch. 

Off and on catches of Shee have been made at Pipe Spit, our closest Shee fishing 
point at this season. We need to make one trip up that way before the trail softens. 

One of our neighbors got in from a winter stay in Pt. Hope early this morning. He 
brought his dogs and needs to make another trip before trails deteriorate. He will 
then be a Sisualik resident till next fall. 

We have come out of the winter with considerable left over whitefish. We will 
continue to eat some but neighbors with dogs will benefit from some of last fall's 
hard work. 

A Soldotna bear mauling in the news today. Sounds a bit frightening. It would be 
good to know all the details. 

It always seems too bad during these late April warms spells that lots of flies, large 
and small are out and active and there are no birds to chase them around. Sometimes 
when our Tree Swallows get here (in a few more days) the temperatures have cooled 
and bugs are scarce. 

Belugas seen and one wounded in lead offshore of Sealing Point today. 

April 30 High 48º F 
Low 27º F 
NE wind 10 

 Partly cloudy 
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A rather exciting experience for this last day of April. Went up to the winter house 
because of a few small items we had forgotten and decided that we needed for the 
summer. Trail snow was well frozen from the cool night and no water in the draws or 
lakes yet. Noticed right away that things had been disturbed since I was up there last 
a few days ago. Yep, you guessed it. The bear that we share that inland area with 
could hardly wait for us to vacate. In 45 years of rural camp living in this area we 
have not before had a bear ransack a winter camp while we were still able to get 
there by snow surface travel. We generally agree that from May 1st till mid-October, 
inland areas in this region belongs to the bears. Historically they have left the coast 
to us for this summer period. This was a young bear, 3 years , probably curious, 
unafraid and destructive. He tore up the generator shelter, having a real ball with a 
big heavy old innerspring mattress, went into the old storage log cabin and tore up a 
few things there. He had lots to eat with winter scraps. It would have been an 
exciting night if we had still been in the cabin, which he didn't touch this time. 

Carrie saw a first small passerine today. Probably a Lapland Longspur. 

The sun was very warm for a very long time today. We thought there would be more 
birds. It was a very fine warm day. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

MAY 

May 1	 High 40º F 
Low 20º F 

 Light winds 
Cloudy 

After a warm day yesterday was surprised at the fairly hard freeze last night. Trail 
conditions continue to be good and we had interesting visitors from the Hatchery. 
Two doctors en route back to Washington, D.C. from Korea. Folks that live in a 
different world. 

Midday was again quite warm and the Ground Squirrels are very active but still no 
birds. Snowy Owls are most commented on birds this week. Kotzebue continues to 
hold large flocks of Glaucous Gulls. 

While cutting a few green alders today (very hot firewood and red-orange edge) a 
number of places in the willows had piles of small bird feathers, indicating that some 
spring raptors are around, though not seen. 

No W. Ptarmigans noted in our small orbit of travel. 

There are a number of marine mammal hunters out on the ice this weekend. Partly in 
response to Belugas being seen earlier and the first uguruq taking this week. 

No additional catch yet reported, except a few Common Ringed Seals. 

May 2	 High 30º F 
Low 20º F 
W-NW wind to 15 

 Cloudy, fog patches 

There was a goose taken and eaten yesterday, a first of the season in Sisualik. 

Cranes were first heard calling today in the vicinity of the Ranger Station. Spring is 
beginning to unfold. 

Today was quite cool with the westerly breezes and fog patches. The snow surface 
barely softened. Ground Squirrels were not active. 
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We have not seen any "new" birds. In fact, one G. Gull and one passerine are all that 
we have seen to date. 

Have developed a rather heavy dose of flu yesterday and today and have not been 
able to do much but keep warm. We did want to do some fishing and traveling but 
will have to postpone a bit. 

Snowy Owls continue to pass through. 

An inland trip to Noatak was made today by a neighbor to pick up a sno-go on a sled. 
Getting late for that kind of trip but he will wait till it freezes more tonight and will 
make it ok. 

Late travelers from Prudhoe Bay. This dog team last year went across the Canadian 
Arctic from Prudhoe. This year they came west: two people with one team of 
Greenland Huskies. They were trucked from Anchorage to Prudhoe will be flown out 
of Kotzebue. 

May 3  High 41º F 
 Low 26º F 
 Light W wind 
 Fog, clearing 

Several unexpected food windfalls last night and this morning. Bowhead Whale and 
Beluga maktak from the Prudhoe expedition. One hundred pounds of char from 
Noatak family contacts and a couple of fresh Shee from another friend. This kind of 
distributing of food around the region is characteristic. Usually you are not given 
"lots" but a little. Noatak known for its char and Chum Salmon while the coastal 
villages are known for Bowhead and Beluga. 

Fog most of the - all of the day! Planes flew part time and snow surface softened 
more than yesterday, though we saw little of the sun. Spring migrants still holding 
somewhere. 

Fog has also interrupted, temporarily, marine mammal hunting. 

One gets the feeling of being on the very brink of catastrophic change, all living 
creatures waiting with bated breath. The coming of Spring. 
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May 4 High 49º F 
Low 17º F 
W-NW wind to 15 
Clear, fog in town 

Another town trip. The last? Trail was well frozen and Kotzebue weather station 
reported below freezing temps all day. Trail still continually lumpy, the worst we've 
had at this season for many years. 

Report of large take of Beluga in Pt. Hope this spring. They retain four strikes for 
Bowheads, having taken one and lost one. 

The expedition travelers (Prudhoe Bay) reported large numbers of caribou between 
Point Lay and Wainwright. Didn't know that there had been a large over-wintering 
group there. Or have the pre-calving migrants from south of the Kobuk reached there 
already? 

There are still gulls in Kotzebue but all other bird news is still on hold. 

May 5 High 28º F 
Low 10º F 
W-NW wind to 15 
Fog, sun, off and on 

Another cold night. Wash basin in the tent froze again. Decided to make use of the 
condition and went back to the trees for a big load of firewood. The snow was firm 
but much eroded away along the old wood hauling trail. Managed to let one ski 
break through the crust in a dip after loading up. Got stuck and had a terrible time to 
get moving again. The sun burned off the fog about that time causing a near panic to 
get going before the warm sun thawed the snow surface. It took some doing but 
eventually got out with all the wood cut. 

The sled load came mostly from one fat short old tree that was mostly solid dry, 
close-ringed white spruce. This must be one of the originals that start a grove (copse) 
in our country. They are big around, short and thick, with much taper. Very unlike 
the tall, stately, slim-tapered trees that later form the grove. 

Finally heard a Sandhill Crane from Sisualik today! Also several G. Gulls. One 
called quite loudly. Thought for minute that it was Jonathan, but it didn't stop by. 

There were fairly fresh moose tracks in the creek near and through the wood hauling 
site. 
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May 6 High 39º F 
Low 10º F 
Light W wind 

 Cloudy, sun 

Two G. Gulls sitting on the ice in front of camp this morning. Shortly after, two 
Sandhill Cranes flew by headed west. Later in the day several passing cranes were 
reported from Anigaaq. 

Made another town trip to see the Miracle Baby come in and pick up some late mail. 
Trail is still very good. The surface staying frozen nearly all day. 

Someone just got into Kotzebue from Buckland and reported the trail still very good 
down that way too. Lots of waterfowl down that way now. 

Another whale "found" at Pt Hope. One struck earlier that died and was recovered. 
The maktak and blubber will be salvaged and is choice. The meat will not be used. 
An unusually large number of Beluga have been taken at Pt Hope this year. 

This two week long cool spell has been great for traveling people. We are now 
longing for a little warmer weather and birds. 

May 7 High 37º F 
Low 20º F 
W-NW wind to 15 
Cloudy, snow, shower 

One week into May and still cool with few birds but more each day. 

A short trip to Ranger Station today. The trail is very straight and very smooth. 
Unusually so. 

Received a gift of a drake Mallard today. It was a surprise. It may be the only duck 
currently in the north Kotzebue Sound area. We have not seen others. 

Several reports of geese and cranes today and few unidentified passerines noted. A 
pair of G. Gulls hanging around camp but no definite sign that one is Jonathan. 

Two rather heavy snow showers today. Wonder if they indicate additional Bowhead 
Whale takes? 

A Merlin (probable) seen at Anigaaq today. A few piles of small feathers are thought 
to be the result of this species’ hunting forage. 
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Some visitors today, a good deal of talk. Most people are now anxious for little 
warmer weather. Perhaps beginning this week. 

Still only a few birds at Hatchery site location. 

May 8 High 32º F 
Low 24º f 
SW-NW wind to 15 

 Cloudy, fog patches 

45th Anniversary day! Forty-five years ago we were in Kotzebue being married, 
looking forward to our first spring together hunting seals from the traditional 
community camp site at Cape Krusenstern (Itiptigvik). It was late spring that year 
and lots of snow. We didn't move out to camp till the following week and squirrels 
and geese were just beginning to show. It was a very great "first" for me in the 
Western Arctic. 

Good visitors today to help us remember the day. 

A rather cool, dull day with Glaucous Gulls and sporadic reports of goose or crane 
over flights. 

A Kotzebue hunter returning from Point Hope stopped for early coffee and left us a 
square of beluga maktak. He confirms the continued large take (relative to other 
years) of beluga at Pt Hope. 

Many more camp people moved in from town today. These are the families whose 
members have been preparing the sites for occupancy. 

May 9 High 32º F 
Low 22º F 
S wind 10 to E 15 
Cloudy, lt snow, clearing 

Fresh snow this morning and a bit more through the day. A few more cranes seen on 
a short trip to Anigaaq. Glaucous Gulls the only bird, but both have become more 
common in the last couple of days. 

Squirrels active when sun broke through in the PM. 

Few travelers today as another too cool weekend comes to a close. Most bird hunters 
out of Kotzebue would travel east towards Sheefishing grounds, migrating caribou 
and warmer weather. This coming week should reverse that trend as forecast 
easterlies spread warmth, water, and birds across our area. 
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It was a rather quiet Mother’s Day weekend. 

May 10 High 40º F 
Low 20º F 
E wind to 15 
Clear, clouding p.m. 

Since there was a half inch of new snow and well frozen surface, decided to see if 
the bear had gotten into any further mischief at Sanningaruq. Even though we have 
not warmed much in the past week there is lots of bare ground near the trail on the 
way up. Saw several Canada Geese by ones and twos. There are probably cranes and 
ptarmigan as I saw tracks in last night's snow but did not see any birds. The creek 
was full of "white-blue" water and could not cross on the cabin trail near the house. 
It could be crossed on a big continuous snow bank, which I did to reach the house. 
The bear had been back and pretty much made a shambles of the storage shack, 
generator shed and other outdoor items. It pulled and chewed on the propane outlet, 
dragging the stove inside to the wall. Numerous clean cans and stuff were chewed 
and ripped, with special attention to an old mattress that was a discard and was 
outside. This bear shows signs of being less than a gentleman. He has not yet got at 
any thing of value, but he has torn down all the noise makers and I fear he may work 
on the house proper sometime. Hope I'm wrong, and don't know any other course of 
action short of bear hunting, and that is not attractive at this point. 

May 11 High 40º F 
Low 12º F 
W-NW wind to 18 
Clear 

Well, we continue to have the lowest temps in the state. That is one way to have a 
poor bird migration, again. Our E wind and rain clouds disappeared during the night 
and were replaced by the westerly flow, always cold at this season. 

Cut a fine big load of alders on the side of Napakturat hill this morning. The trail 
back that way remains good, though there is lots of ground. There is very little sign 
of meltwater. Only overflow. One small lake on the trail is showing the tell tale sign 
of reddish brown ground water. No birds but G. Gull today. This is indeed 
developing into a late migration through here. They may be passing more inland. 
Some hunters reported getting as many as ten geese at Riley’s Wreck, south of 
Kotzebue, last weekend. 

The absence of W. Ptarmigan continues. It seems so unnatural when neither 
ptarmigan nor hares are part of the traveling day scene. 
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May 12 High 37º F 
Low 6º F 
W wind to 15 a.m.

 Calm p.m., clear 

An unusually low low temperature for this date last night. Wash basin froze again. 

Another town trip for mail and gasoline for a "hunter’s assistance" program. 
Something new and a bit of a mystery. 

Kotzebue front still quite frozen and the trail remained firm all day. 

Goose hunters doing quite well. Ran into a couple that seemed to be making a 
contest of who could get the most in one night. This is new and is rather 
discouraging, as were the abundant decoys that were displayed at Hansen’s. 

Some more uguruq taken by marine mammal hunters west of us today. It is unclear 
as to how many. 

Birds of any kind except gulls and ravens still very scarce in exposed areas. Inland 
and around water, mud, or thawed ground things must be better. 

Tomorrow promises to be warmer. May look for some melt water or mud. 

May 13 High 41º F 
Low 12º F 
E-NE wind to 15 
Clear 

A very beautiful clear and bright day. And warm! 

The result? Birds! On a trip back to an inland lake and around the lake (with no 
water yet) saw Common Snipe, Lapland Longspurs, Greater White-fronted Geese, 
Canada Geese, Tundra Swans, Sandhill Cranes, Common Ravens, and Glaucous 
Gulls. And while I was gone the Tree Swallows came back to their box. One arrived 
two hours after the other. Lena Jones' camp had first swallows also. They are 
moderately late again. 

The real surprise today was a loon (probably Red-Throated) reported by Sam Henry 
several miles up the Noatak River. It is an early date for that species and there aren't 
many places that it can get into water under the ice. 

Still very few W. Ptarmigan inland and relatively few cranes. 
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Someone dropped us off a whole uguruq hind leg. 


A few more small passerines were seen but not long enough to ID. 


Another surprise today, Rumex arcticus plants already putting forth this season's 

qaugaq crop under cover of last year's dried leaves. Some are 3 inches or more long. 

Even the seed stalk is formed. 

May 14  High 44º F 
 Low 34º f 
 E-NE wind to 15 
 Cloudy, rain 

The first rain of the new season and a warming trend, though too late for an 
apparently hypothermic Tree Sparrow. He was around camp feeding for several 
hours. After the cold rain he hunched up, bill under wing in a couple of different 
places. After having a bite we checked his last place of shelter and found him dead 
on his back, feet extended. 

Lots of "new" birds yesterday and today. Anigaaq folks reported two Bristle-thighed 
Curlews (sound ID) today. Northern Harrier, Rusty Blackbird, Semi-palmated 
Sandpiper and/or Western Sandpiper, Dunlin, Mew Gull and many Common Snipe 
and a few Northern Pintails. 

Today's rain is softening some trail and making water where snow is gone. Trails 
will probably deteriorate rapidly. 

Lots of geese in the lower Noatak Flats. Very, very few in Sisualik and inland from 
Sisualik. 

Not much news from the marine mammal gang. Weather is more suitable for 
muskrat hunting than sealing. 

Rather foggy and dreary late PM, especially after the Tree Sparrow incident. 

A fine gift gander (White-front) for supper tonight. 

Residue of our most recent flu bout continues to hang on. 

Snowy Owls are said to be finishing the Ground Squirrels west of here, and there 
was one hunting squirrels here today. 
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May 15	 High 54º F 
Low 34º f 

 Light winds 
 Clear, warm! 

A very fine warm day in Sisualik! Even a "hot" sun. 

Word from "down the coast" (Ranger Station west) of some "new birds" yesterday 
and today. Short-eared Owl, Snow Goose, Black Turnstones, White-crowned 
Sparrow. 

Trail into town still in fair shape with only a few inches of water -"uptown 
downtown," the water is reported much deeper. 

Some creeks on the Noatak Delta reported to be running water. No sign behind us 
though it won't be long before the lagoon shows water. 

Birds of many kinds and in numbers were reported into the country yesterday and 
today. 

Our snow cover and lagoon overflow ice cover is delaying our melt of habitat again. 
West and north of us there is much ground and water that will attract and hold birds 
as they arrive from the south and east. 

After yesterday's cold rain today's warm sun was especially pleasant. Probably to all 
creatures, great and small. 

Our lake boarders are still undefined here in Sisualik. Another warm day or two and 
they definitely will be. There is also still no ground walking trail on the beach. We 
still have about 95% snow cover. 

May 16	 High 48º F 
Low 36º F 
NE wind to 15 
Clear 

Another beautiful warm day with bird reports from far and wide. 

A Yellow-rumped Warbler has taken over the backyard. The Tree Swallows keep 
trying to drive it off, being very intolerant of other species, but it won't go. 

Report of an otter taken, an example of opportunistic take of a creature useful for 
clothing or meat during what is generally considered off-season. There are few 
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animals in this region that are in the category and they probably could stand as 
exceptions to normal rules. 

Bears in the news again. A couple together frightened off by camp dog on the Lower 
Noatak. 

Fresh wolverine tracks reported yesterday north of the Ranger Station. Tracks made 
on up going sno-go trail of some folks, getting water. This may be the only 
confirmed wolverine tracks all winter on the Monument. 

Town trail heavily used this weekend, but may be the last weekend for that. Bird 
hunters have been out in force and probably doing well in some areas. We have not 
seen Snow Geese yet, but some large flocks have gotten in west of us. 

Several Snowy Owls on our back flats today. 

Water is coming down rapidly on top of the ice in the lagoon as some smaller creeks 
break through their snow banks and run free. 

May 17 High 50º F 
Low 40º f 
NE-E wind to 18 

 Clear, warm 

A warm and breezy day after a warm and breezy night. It is sure eating up the snow 
and making water on top of the ice and causing small creeks to break the bonds of 
winters grip. We could hear clearly rushing water noise on the quiet evening air. 

Made a trip west today. We were going farther but found more water than we had 
thought on the trail. We stopped and visited at the Ranger Station and came home 
figuring that that was enough adventure for one day. 

We saw several seals on the ice by their winter breathing holes now enlarged. They 
were quite tame to snow machine noise and remained on the ice even after the 
machine was in good rifle range. 

Town trail continues to be good enough, though crossing the channel onto Front 
Street is getting more difficult. 

A few new birds for Sisualik today. A Short-eared Owl, a Yellow Warbler and 
Lapland Longspurs. There are a few shorebirds in the country, but we are short of 
mud and water here again. A Black Turnstone eating scraps and White-crowned 
Sparrow checking the camp out. 
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May 18 High 34º F 
Low 45º F 
NW wind to 15 
Cloudy 

Cool again but melt water coming down. Because of huge build up of overflow ice in 
the lagoon, melt water coming down on tip of it is carving different channels and 
flooding different areas than usual. It is the time of year that new and lasting 
channels can be cut in delta areas. 

A few "new" birds: Sabine’s Gull, Bar-tailed Godwit, Golden- crowned Sparrow, 
Savannah Sparrow and Greater Scaup. 

The outlet at Anigaaq opened today, maybe at a more westerly point than last year, 
which may help heal some of last year's erosive problems. 

Only one traveler that we know of on the town trail today. No real report on trail 
condition, only that the traveler made a round trip, which means at least that it is still 
possible. 

Seal hunters were out today with the west wind. At least one uguruq was probably 
taken and maybe a few seals. 

Water on top of the ice (from melted snow) is becoming a hindrance to travel on the 
ocean. It won't improve much until it (the water) drains off into seal holes, cracks, 
fissures, etc. It will then be quite good again until it gets too rotten. 

May 19 High 44º F 
Low 36º F 
NE-E wind to 20 
Clear 

A very nice warm breezy day. Water out flow spreading over ice surface of lagoon. 

Lots of passerines moving west to east: redpolls, longspurs, sparrows. Also a first 
jaeger (Long-tailed?) and Red-Throated Loon (from Sisualik). 

Sisualik lakes beginning to show outlines and even a few pintails flying about. Water 
kind of spreading all over: Shungnak and Buckland boating between houses. 
Koyukuk flooding bad. Some village evacuated (Alatna?). 

Town trail reported to have much more water now than this morning. There were a 
number of town traveling people today. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit noise in Sisualik today. Most of today’s birds moving from west 
to east and there is kind of a steady stream, all day. 

A strange unknown bird made a showing today. We both saw it close, but only 
momentarily. It was larger than Golden Crowned Sparrow (around camp right now) 
but smaller than Gray Jay. Very dark, looked black but not glossy, uniformly so 
except an almost Wheatear- like light rump, tail. It seemed clumsy each time it 
landed and almost swallow like in flight. 

Sisualik back yard has changed in this one day from a place of silence to a kind of 
awesome menagerie as the wind dies and bird sound orchestration takes over. 

Large numbers of jaegers made landfall west of the Ranger Station today. 

May 20 High 46º F 
Low 33º F 
Clear 
W-NW wind to 18 

A warm windless a.m. but a cooling west wind in the afternoon, that took us back 
again from the progression of Spring. 

Godwit and pintail noise from the backyard today and a goodly group of divers over 
on the moving water slough:  Greater Scaup, Surf and Black Scoter, Canvasbacks 
and a mixture of the common puddle ducks (Northern Pintail, Mallard, Wigeon, 
Green-winged Teal). 

Local air taxi made lots of trips today to the Ranger Station and community west of 
there. The first big day for air transport for this season. Probably enhanced by the 
report of a snow machine going through the ice in the channel in front of town. There 
was a number of town travelers last night but none that we know of today. Trail 
conditions in all directions have deteriorated. Too much water on the ice in some 
places and rotten ice holes in others. 

A first use of engine boat occurred yesterday at Jones Camp. 

Shorebirds and waterfowl still rather scarce. With high sterile water and under 
surface ice there is not much feed available yet at our location. 
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May 21 High 48º F 
Low 38º F 
Clear 
N-NE wind to 50 

A surprise wind today. There were gusty N winds with calm spells up till 11 a.m. 
when a gust went up to 40-50 knots and more or less stayed there till evening. 
Everything not tied down - tarps, buckets, plywood, paper, cardboard etc. - pretty 
much took off with the wind down on to the ocean ice. Water, which was frozen 
overnight, only helped things to roll along. 

A lot of diving ducks are at the bend of the creek-slough that comes out of the 
mountains just west of us (2 miles). The torrent of outflow water where it meets 
coastal wetlands has lifted ice off the bottom and made access possible to rich 
Potamogeton beds with their over-wintering corms. Greater Scaup, Surf Scoters, 
Black Scoters, Common Goldeneyes and surprisingly large numbers (100) of 
Canvasbacks took advantage of the feed. The increase in Canvasback numbers in this 
region bears some attention. Their population may be down in other areas but has 
been steadily increasing each spring here for the past 10 years. Not much is known 
of reproductive success, but some broods are seen each year. The bird was pretty 
much unknown here historically. 

Many shorebirds seem to be coming in on the extreme side wind, which is eating up 
ground snow cover rapidly and providing melt puddles for the birds. 

Open water (ocean lead) now quite close to west Ranger Station community. 

Large numbers (less than 100) of Northern Pintails have settled in on our now-
thawed berry ground backyard. 

First thawing of a few high Gentianopsis detonsa habitat areas. The most common 
areas of occurrence are still under meltwater and snow. 

Several snow machine crossings from Kotzebue today. Maybe the last. 

May 22 High 44º F 
Low 36º F 

 Cloudy, clearing 
NE-E wind to 25 

 Diminishing winds 

Today is an interesting yearly milestone in Sisualik time travel. That ever-present 
item throughout the winter that we sometimes cursed because of it's hindrance to 
travel or visibility is now, today, an item of great value. We filled our big summer 
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water storage container with beautifully clean and pure (in looks anyway) white 
snow granules of near rock salt size. Our surface snow is rapidly disappearing and to 
fill our containers at this time with the now very valuable resource is imperative for a 
good cup of tea through the summer. The other item is that in other years May 21, 
22, 23 have been the early dates for the finding of Sandhill Crane eggs. The very 
earliest of large fowl egg-laying will have begun. 

Our super strong winds of yesterday have dropped considerably and plovers and 
other shorebirds are moving through (from W to E). 

A large group (50) of Black-bellied Plovers in short grasses around a lake edge was 
unusual for this location. 

Spring meltwater runoff is fading and the great burden of winter overflow ice on 
lagoon areas is again hiding the mud flats. Only the high Carex and Puccinellia 
zones above mud flats are being warmed by the sun and this is a relatively sterile 
area for benthic food for shorebirds. 

First evening of numerous shotgun blasts for this location. Shooting has been very 
subdued this year compared to other years by this date. 

A first bumblebee went by this evening. 

May 23 High 53º F 
Low 36º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

A very beautiful day with light cool west breezes in afternoon. 

Noatak River clear of ice between village and Lower Canyon. Kotzebue Channel 
will be open in a few days. 

The first Glaucous Gull eggs will be laid this week (and eaten). 

Our lagoon melt is unusual again with such thick overwinter overflow ice. There will 
not be enough flood water to float it off the bottom. The results: little available 
mudflats and poor access to benthic food for waterfowl and sandpipers, and slow 
thawing of fish habitat (herring, whitefish). 

A small flock of Brant seen yesterday. 

No Arctic Tern seen yet. Only a few species left to make a first appearance. 
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Ranger Station had a Robin yesterday. This species is uncommon on the coast but 
are often only a short ways inland. 

Our Elymus beach grasses are showing green at the base when you look down on 
them. If they have a good season we will soon almost be looking up at them. Seed 
heads are sometimes more than 5 feet tall. 

A first day of "ice mud" on the lagoon. Was surprised to see some this quickly 
because of overflow ice conditions. The birds found it immediately. Will find out 
what kind, maybe tomorrow. 

A single Arctic Tern this evening and Brant noise from the ice mud. 

Lots of birds noise from the backyard. 

May 24 High 55º F 
Low 34º F 
Clear, clouding p.m. 

 Light winds 

Black-legged Kittiwake noise this evening, the first. Summer is really here! 

Kotzebue Channel ice started moving today and a probable last round trip was made 
by snow machine from Sisualik to town and back. They said the return trip was kind 
of scary. 

Noatak River ice starting to move a little at Sam Henry's place. Kotzebue boats will 
be out in a few days. 

Mud ice in lagoon has many birds. Northern Pintails, Bar-tailed Godwits and the 
smaller sandpipers. Haven't got out on it yet to see exactly what all is going on. 

Large groups of Sabine Gulls reported in the Ranger Station vicinity today. 

The usual Gentianopsis detonsa producing areas lightly flooded right now. If seed 
germination depends on soaking in warm water, now is the time it is happening. 

It is not hard to find green showing now in the Elymus clumps as the warm sun 
sparks their new season growth. 

Sam H. ice just took off. 7:40 PM. 

Quite a noteworthy day. Noatak River out, Kotzebue ice out, Kittiwakes, and a last 
sno-go crossing to Kotzebue. 
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Long-billed Dowitchers a rare bird here so far this spring. 

Our ground snow cover down to only 5%. 

There is a fairly big stampede for Glaucous Gull nest grounds tonight. It is probably 
a few day early. 

May 25 High 50º F 
Low 33º F 
Cloudy, a.m. showers 
NW wind to 10, a.m. 
Light E wind, p.m. 

Fog and rain early in the day but clearing and beautiful later on. 

Visited the "ice mud" today with disappointing results. A few Bar-tailed Godwits, 
some Northern Pintail and Northern Shoveler, scattered Western and Semi-palmated 
Sandpipers and not much else. 

Have not seen a single Long-billed Dowitcher this Spring. Don't have a hint as to 
why. 

G. detonsa sites all under shallow warm water right now. Last year’s plants have 
empty seed pods on water surface, roots under water. There is no longer snow at 
these points and water level stays constant for several days until underground frost 
thaws to allow drainage by seep. With a warm sun out, to 50-60º F, the water could 
potentially be quite warm. These may be conditions necessary for germination. 

No kittiwakes or terns today but several Sabine Gulls feeding at winter killed Nine 
Spine Stickleback sites. 

The more westerly seal hunting camps catching a few Common Ringed Seals. Ice 
and weather not right for Uguruq. Open water fairly close to the beach down that 
way. 

There are fourteen occupied camps in Sisualik at this pre-boat spring season and 
eight camps from Ranger Station west. 

Arctic Lighterage barge took off from Kotzebue for Noatak this morning, in the fog. 
They came right back. Too much ice at the mouth of the river yet. 

The first two G. Gull eggs from Jones' camp. 
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May 26 High 49º F 
Low 37º F 
Cloudy, rain a.m.

 Clearing p.m. 
NE wind 10 

A very wet night and morning and a warm drying afternoon. 

Black-legged Kittiwakes back again today. Just a few, but their loud call in the still 
air carries a great distance. They often check out stickleback freezing places. 

Vegetation growth accelerating with the rainfall and 50º F afternoons. 

Insect activity still pretty much restricted to blow flies and "fruit flies" (a small feces 
fly). 

The beach crack quite wide today. First time it has shown that much movement. It 
can no longer be stepped across. It takes a running broad jump. 

Birds continue to be a bit disappointing. There are said to be Brant back against the 
hill. The high burden of old overflow ice is robbing us of our bird migration 
potential. 

First fish of the new open water season were net caught yesterday at Jones Camp in 
the slough (most westerly Noatak delta outflow). 

A net put out by a neighbor here in the tide creek produced nothing. It takes a while 
for them to get down here. 

As the last snowbanks melt away, the near absence of microtines is remarkable after 
last fall’s remarkable abundance. 

May 27 High 50º F 
Low 36º F 
Cloudy but sunny 

 Light winds 

Lots of kittiwake noise today and the ocean developing some perpendicular cracks, 
meaning that we might soon have open water on the ocean. Brownish (reddish) water 
in the ocean now. Only one whitefish taken here so far, but up on the slough (Jones 
Camp) they have had good fishing for two days now. Whitefish and just now 
reported a nice fat trout (char). 
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A large crack reported between here and the Ranger Station on ocean ice. Akulaaq 

has not yet run over the top of the bank. 


Large numbers of swans and Brant reported on the edge of salt marsh. Feeding 

habitat is limited to a few un-iced slough mouth areas because of remaining massive 

overflow ice.
 

Arctic Lighterage barge up the Noatak today. 


Kotzebue boats out. 


Glaucous Gull egg take off to a good start with a high count today of 60. 


A probable fairly high take of Brant from a few back camp hunters yesterday. 


A real lot of loons reported at Anigaaq outlet. 


Still no sign of Long-billed Dowitchers, Aleutian Terns or Yellow Wagtails. 


Snow cover down to 5%, mostly in drifts. 


Finally caught blackberry plants in the act of blooming yesterday-today. 


May 28 High 62º F 

Low 38º F 
Clear 
NE wind to 15 

A very nice day in Sisualik and a momentous one along Krusenstern beaches. The 
beach shelf ice moved farther west (Ranger Station side) and our cracks moved 
around, but didn't yet move out and we caught fresh fish in the net. The first of the 
coming fishing season. They were Alaska Whitefish and a few large Saffron Cod. 
Akulaaq opened itself. 

Many boat travelers on the Noatak between Kotzebue and Noatak. 


A number of Air Taxi flights today as more of each family come out to their family 

camps. No new camps. 


G. Gull egg take in full swing. Friends left us four last night. They were very good 
and fresh. 

Green growth on the ground still obscured by fall browns but more and more greens 
showing through (Elymus, Rock Jasmine and some perennial herbs). 
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Yellow Wagtails in numbers yesterday west of us and Long-billed Dowitchers 
plentiful there in display and nest making. 

Blackpoll Warbler at balsam poplar patch on Tuuqsuq. 

One mosquito in the tent today! Some things are a bit ahead of the Calendar this 
year. Fresh fish, beach ice movement and mosquitoes before June are unexpected. 

Our next hope is for our beach ice to take off and then char and beluga! 

Both we and Kotzebue weather station broke the 60º F barrier today! Yeah! Yeah! 

May 29 High 57º F 
Low 37º F 
Clear 
W-NW wind to 18 

A lot of Tundra Swan music in the windless a.m. and a cold p.m. "sea breeze." 

The ocean beach crack opened quite wide but then closed up again. 

There were hornets yesterday with the 60º F temps. It is interesting to note how 
insect life develops as we move from spring to summer. A few degrees temperature 
means so much to them. Each species seems to have its own threshold, the very 
degree that allows supple fast movement and flying with some. Anything below that 
point means slow motion moving, stupor or complete immobility. Some birds gain 
great advantage at times over these circumstances. 

Several hundred Tundra Swans, un-flocked non-breeders, have gathered on the ice 
mud in the back yard. Quite a loud but joyous symphony.  

The beach gravel from our first neighbors to the west is now free of snow and clear 
for ATV travel. In front of us and to the east there is still snow for snow machine 
travel. 

The only snow on Sisualik Peninsula now is in snowbanks around camp buildings. 

Water level around the lakes and lowlands is still at G. detonsa plant levels. Their 
seeds are getting a good warm soak, but don't know what temperature levels are 
required for germination. The seeds are also still getting spread around if they float at 
this point in time. 

Noatak River has come up rapidly with lots of out-flowing wood! Hurray! 
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May 30	 High 60º F 
Low 34º F 

 Some clouds 
W-NW wind to 15 

A cool wind today with lots of Tundra Swan noise in the backyard and kittiwake 
noise in the front yard; remarkable place and a remarkable circumstance. 

Our ocean front beach ice has moved a bit and left good water holes and a fishing 
place but not yet a boat trail. 

Kittiwakes and Arctic Terns are overjoyed by the movement and are active over the 
new potential feeding areas. 

Carrie saw one Ringed Seal in the water already and of course with this open trail 
out to the main ocean we could expect to see more seals and beluga. 

Some "small white flowers" are reported from Sam Henry's camp (Hugo Mt. area). 
Flowers before the first of June? North of the Arctic Circle? 

Several barges have already made it to Noatak Village so they are having better luck 
than last year. 

Our backyard "ice mud" has a lot of birds. Swans are most numerous, Northern 
Pintails next. Only a few of most other species. Water level has dropped again back 
there, even though Noatak River has recently risen quite high. 

Some Pomarine Jaegers around. 

This year’s movement of ocean ice from the beach to the west before a trail opens to 
Sisualik Pt. from any direction is quite unusual. It has only happened two or three 
times in the past 45 years. 

May 31	 High 41º F 
Low 36º F 

 Clear, cool 
NW wind to 20 

The last day of May and a cool wind with ice piling on the beach. There are some 
small water holes and room to put a net but no fish. The current is wrong. At this 
season, westerly winds keep the current moving from W to E and the outflows of 
fish from Noatak or Kobuk systems are interrupted or diverted in other directions. 
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There were numerous very large bumblebees about yesterday. They will find some 
willow and Eriophorum blooms farther inland but not much else with nectar yet. 

Noatak River reported to be still rising and carrying out a steady stream of driftwood. 

Marine mammal hunting is at a stand still. Ice rotten for solid surface travel and not 
enough open water for boat travel yet on the ocean. 

Tundra Swans still here and noisy and active. Difficult to tell how good their forage 
is since new green growth (sprout) has hardly begun yet. 

Lagoon water very low. Egg-laying herring should show on the next raising of 
marine waters. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

JUNE 

June 1 High 48º F 
Low 33º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

A beautiful calm day of sunshine.  

No ice movement today, surprisingly. With calm winds we thought the current 
would move our ice off the beach. 

Only one Sheefish in the net today. That was a surprise too. Whitefish or even trout 
were the expectation. Some whitefish were taken west of the Ranger Station today. 
The first for them. 

Neighbors that wanted to get to town with their boat were thwarted again today and 
because of a pending funeral, had to call a plane to get there. This demonstrates the 
unusual traveling conditions this spring. Ice on top and bottom combined with low 
water has prohibited early travel through our lagoon system. 

Kittiwakes and jaegers have increased on our ocean ice front. 

Tundra Swans have diminished some, but are still loud. 

Our ice mud is finishing too. Maybe in time for herring. 

Weather-wise the month of June has gotten off to a pretty good start. 

We have nesting Longspurs, Semi-palmated Sandpipers, Dunlins, Northern Pintails, 
Savannah Sparrows, Tree Swallows and Glaucous Gulls in the backyard. There may 
be others that we don't know about. (Black Turnstone, Northern Shoveler?) 

First flowers reported from Sealing Pt. Pedicularis, Wallflower and Poppy by 
Anigaaq crew. They are much ahead of us. 
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June 2 High 54º F 
Low 34º F 
Clear 
NW wind to 15 

We began our month and one week of midnight sun today. The sun will not set till 
July 10. 

Ice hasn't moved, though it is reported to be piling up west of the Ranger Station. 

Water is rising some (marine waters) and may change the looks of our lagoon. 

No boat crossing yet from Kotzebue. Ice and shallow water in the lagoon and ice on 
the ocean are the reason. 

Whitefish and a few Sheefish in the net today. Some are quite lean. 

Swans still the greatest noise in the air, sometimes rivaled by a group of kittiwakes. 

Our sea ice did begin to move this evening at about 8:00 PM right into the west 
wind. The ocean level is rapidly rising at the same time, so water-ice travel 
conditions will be changing. 

Water color on the ocean has become more tan colored, indicating Noatak River 
outflow. 

A very cool west wind this evening. 

June 3 High 42º F 
Low 34º F 

 Clear, cool, fog 
W-NW wind to 20 

The cool wind continues and our old ice was back in its old place this morn. Fog 
closed in for awhile and then cleared again. Outer ice moved and connected east and 
west open water leads, but offshore. The wind and rising water level also opened the 
lagoon trail for boats. 

Swans are still in the back areas but in groups of 15 to 20 instead of one big flock. 
Greening of the salt marsh has been delayed by overflow ice burden and swans have 
had to continue to feed on thawing bottom food. These flocked non-breeders are 
usually fatter than they are now but they are in good physical shape. 
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Some Northern Pintail males are flocking-loafing now, as well as some male Greater 
Scaup. 

Nearby landscape retains fall browns when seen from a distance, but green tinge 
showing much at plant, as willow leaves begin to come out on the branches. 

Local fishing and marine mammal hunting is on hold due to ice conditions.  

First boat made it to town from here today, through the lagoon route. 

First noticed Oxytropis Maydelliana leaves today. 

June 4 High 46º F 
Low 36º F 

 Clear-fog patches 
NW wind to 15 

Another cool day with not much near shore movement of ice. Very much and high 
marine waters. 

The net produced an unusual catch for this area. Several Sheefish and a rather large 
Great Northern Pike full of eggs ready to be dropped-in the ocean! There were no 
trout which is what we had hoped for. They are getting good trout catches at Jones 
Camp this evening. 

With the rising water there is some sign of gull and herring activity in the lagoon. 
We did not try a net yet. 

Several boats made a town trip today and one boat made it from town to the camps 
west of the Ranger Station. There will soon be many more as boat hunting of marine 
mammals gets underway. 

Took three eggs from a close-to-camp Glaucous Gull nest today. The same pair we 
had one from last week. They had used another site 200 yards away from the first. It 
is unusual to have nests this close to camp. One of the birds swooped and touched 
my shoulder with a wing as I was picking up the eggs. That seldom happens with 
gulls. 

Two Semi-palmated Sandpipers flushed from full nests in the same locations. 

Swan noise still predominates and green sprouts are finally coming through for them. 

Water in the G. detonsa zones is finally dropping rapidly. I suppose those seeds that 
are going to germinate this year now will. 

193  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 

Journal 

Decumbent willows and Dwarf Birch leaves are out down here on the flats. Looking 
back at the hills - the higher the elevation, the more extensive green there is in the 
patches. Dwarf Birch always seems ahead of the Salix sp. in the leafing out. 

Bumblebees seem happy. 

June 5 High 48º F 
Low 39º F 
Clear, few clouds 
W-NW wind to 18 

Kind of a "same" day. Warm sun, cool wind and ice on the beach. 

Trout have reached Sisualik Point mixed with small Sheefish and whitefish. We still 
have only whitefish down our way, but lots. 

Egg take continues. There is some hint that delta Brant group got egged again. 

Greening of the world continues with upland willow patches leading the change from 
brown to green. Even the lowland Empetrum mats are mirroring the upland shrubs as 
their living brown leaves change from reddish-brown to their summer greens. A 
remarkably productive plant whose leaves do the chameleon thing and the flowers 
bloom before there are insects to help pollinate. There seems always a good crop set 
on the vines and it is only early freezing that can bust a crop. 

First boat hunting success for Uguruq today. Three small aluminum boats out from 
the western camps today. A rather strong evening wind may have given some 
trouble, but we know that they got at least one. 

More of Carrie's family into their Sealing Point camp today. Her brother and family 
who have wintered for the first time in Anchorage due to health problems. 

A few swans and Brant still here but not much other waterfowl. 

Wave noise from the ocean tonight as ice thins and large open water whipped by the 
wind 

June 6 High 52º F 
Low 38º F 
Clear, clouding p.m. 
NW wind to 30, p.m. 

A fair day till late evening when clouds, wind, and fog descended on us. 
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A lot of excitement today as wind waves broke up the last big pieces of ice on the 
beach, the first driftwood of the year piled up on eastern Sisualik beaches, a grass 
fire developed at mid-Salluq camp and an overturned qayaq drifted in. 

The fire was brought under control by quick response of neighbors, with little 
damage except to the grasses. Wood landed on the beaches just before being swept 
around the Point. The recovered overturned qayaq gave no indication of a lost 
navigator. It is more likely one blown into the water by some sudden strong wind we 
had this spring. We may know later more of its origin. 

Water level dropped rapidly in the lagoon this afternoon, causing some gull action, 
maybe over herring. 

Char at the point, but not yet down this way. Lots of whitefish reported. 

Greening continues in spite of the cold and is slowly rolling back the somber fall-
winter browns. 

A town plane trip planned for tomorrow. Hope weather permits - it doesn't look so 
hot right now. 

June 7 High 40º F 
Low 28º F 
Cloudy, rain, snow, fog 
NW wind to 20 

Well, the weather only worsened through the night and came up with fog and drizzle 
by morning and continued all day until 7 PM. There was no town flight. 

Got a load of "new" wood from yesterday's landing just this side of the Point. There 
were some big logs (already put up) and a lot of small stuff. This a first landing of 
this year's driftwood on Monument beach. 

Another first today. Carrie saw belugas near the beach in front of the tent just before 
7 PM. We watched them for awhile though they moved off the beach. They seemed 
few, 5-10, but were large adult animals. 

Our ocean now fairly free of ice except in far distance. As the weather backs off we 
will see lots of hunting boats out. 

Both wild celery are out and big enough to eat, though small to pick. 

A Yellow Wagtail showed signs of having a nest behind mid Sisualik camps. 
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Journal 

Pre-molt pintails beginning to flock up behind Greene's. 

Swans, surprisingly, still feeding on Potamogeton corms in lagoon water rather than 
new greening areas. 

Have still not seen Aleutian Terns. 

No net out today. The ocean waves were too big. Water very muddy. 

Meeting and town trip on Wednesday. 

June 8 High 50º F 
Low 32º F 
Clear, few clouds 
A little snow

 Light winds 

After a freezing night and a little snow it turned out to be a fine day on the ocean. 

Trout (char) came today. Some fine fat ones. Very good for fresh cooking. 

First Aleutian Tern noise heard today. 

There were some very large Saffron Cod (with full stomachs) in the net also, with 
two kinds of flounder and two kinds of bullheads. There was only one kind of 
whitefish. 

Finally got the boat and the new engine on. Things went pretty smoothly. Everything 
a little heavy to move around on land but in the water things went pretty well. 

Last night's freeze was cold enough to freeze flowering plants (Pedicularis 
Petasites). It was not enough to bother most new herb leaves and we are glad the 
salmonberry flowers are not out yet. The top of outside water buckets froze. 

Some boats are out in the ice hunting though reports of success are few. A number of 
Noatak boats have come into the Point for camping and our summer population 
grows. 

Bumblebees have been quite busy this week. They do a lot better with the cold than 
hornets do. 

There were a number of stray Red Phalaropes around on the ocean today. In pairs 
mostly. 
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June 

Our part of the Sound has much water and little ice from continuous west winds. Our 
hope is that different winds will bring ice from other parts. 

June 9 High 52º F 
Low 44º F 
Clear 
S wind to 15 switched to 
NW wind to 15 

Wood day today! Lots of driftwood landed to the beach and moved along the beach 
with the switch in winds. A very busy day sawing, hauling, and piling rather heavy 
green water-soaked wood. The warm sun of late June and July makes it very good 
firewood. We are quite thankful. Didn't expect that kind of a windfall this spring 
without flood waters. 

Some good flocks of 20-30 Red Phalaropes around on the ocean. 

Lots of fish in the ocean. Trout and whitefish. A high percentage of the trout are fat. 
A kind of contradiction again, as it is usual for the first char to be lean. 

Lots of people now as Noatak villagers arrive for boat hunting and summer fishing. 
Other camps are swelling with people from here and there for the same reasons. 

Flocks of loafing Northern Pintails are forming. 

Snow is getting hard to find on the flats. There are patches on the hills and in deep 
draws. 

Saw a Least Weasel today. Very dark 

Looks like our portion of the lagoon has had poor herring spawn conditions. No gull 
activity. 

No beluga since the first sighting. 

Boats are catching a few Uguruq. 

June 10 High 67º F 
Low 38º F 
Clear, squalls, calm 
NW wind to 15 

First town trip with new engine pretty impressive: 2 hour round trip, ¾ a tank of gas. 
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Journal 

Hatchery released fish yesterday. 


New campers (Noatak people) and Kotzebue boats, as well as our boats all getting 

two to four Uguruq per boat. 


Some pretty good driftwood in the water and spread along the beach. 


Gull egging pretty much finished. Some tern and a few duck eggs still good. 


Greening and blooming continues, but delayed by cool temps from rather constant 

NW winds. 


Only Kotzebue blooms noticed were dandelions and Caltha palustris. 


June 11 High 59º F 

Low 47º F 
Clear, clouding p.m. 
NW wind to 30 

Another west windy day, forcing the good ice out the other side of the coast. 


Several boats with Uguruq made it in today. 


A few belugas sighted again this evening. 


Survey crew may have landed west of us today. 


Lots of char running today and wood early in the day. 


Wave noise from the ocean has become the normal background sound in Sisualik 

again. The noise, greater or less, but nearly always there until choked by ice again. 


The swans have moved off to the back marsh area where sprouting and greening is 

more developed. 


Still have not seen flowering yet in our beach, area except for willows and Petasites. 

Primula plants are showing but no flowering stalk yet. 


Both wild celeries showing bigger green every day and are ready to eat though small. 


Some large thunderheads over inland areas through the day and maybe showers this 

evening. 
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June 

Flowering and greening still holding back for frost danger. A day of warm rain will 

bring almost instant response. 


There is a lot more ATV traffic with many more camps occupied. 


June 12	 High 51º F 
Low 35º F 
Cloudy, fog, rain all day 
SW – NW wind 30 

A full day of steady rain, sometimes heavy. A real lot of fresh water. 

Large waves on the ocean. Unusually large for a time when there is still supposed to 

be ice in the ocean. 


Wind dropped late p.m. and fog settled in. 


Boats will moving again soon. Some in and some out. 


Clear water reported west of us, maybe as far as the Ranger Station. This side to the 

delta still has very muddy water. 


A few Pedicularis blooms locally but very hard to find a blossom here yet. 


Everything greening more rapidly after today’s rain. It finally quit about 7:00 pm. 


Our family hunting boat headed out tonight for the first time. 


Word of first beluga net set yesterday-today. No reported catch yet. 


After today’s blow and all day rain, tomorrow promises to be a productive day for 

marine mammal hunters. 


No more swan noise or kittiwake after the blow. Bird noise very faint now in 

Sisualik. By contrast, Sealing Point probably still has near constant loon and 

Oldsquaw (Long-tailed Duck) sound in the air. 


June 13 High 57º F 

Low 37º F 

 Clear, sunny! 
Light E-S-W winds 

An absolutely beautiful June day. A day to bring flowers and greens out. 
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Journal 

Butterflies today. 

Ice moved in much closer to Sisualik beach. 

Lean char in abundance yesterday and today. 

A few chunks of driftwood continue to land. 

Uguruq hunters doing well. 

The level of moisture in G. detonsa sites of past year now sharply delineated by dry, 
higher level and lake or pond water surface. Today’s warm sun gives past year's seed 
drop level a warm wet treatment (germination activation). 

Our family boat coming in with Uguruq in tow. 

Swallows showed increased activity day before yesterday, none in stormy cold 
yesterday, and increased trading off of "inside box" duties. I would think some eggs 
have hatched but don't know what to make of the cold stormy day in between. 

One of the Uguruq turned out to be a very large fat female. A choice animal with a 
lot of edible oil. The other was small called "ak_unaksraq" (rope size uguruq) a male. 

Four musk-ox, two moose and a bear were reported near the old "army base" site 
NW of Sealing Pt. 

June 14 High 60º F 
Low 42º F 
Clear 
W-NW wind to 15 

In this northwestern coastal area a meat-drying rack that is empty in mid June is a 
sad sight. A naked meat-drying rack at this season is at least indecent if not down 
right illegitimate! Ours is now well clothed with the meat of two uguruq and we are 
extremely grateful to our hunters who made that change possible. There is a lot of 
meat and oil on two uguruq. There is a lot of work involved. We have had a full day. 

An Arctic Warbler happened by camp today and was attacked viciously by our 
incubating Tree Swallows. I was surprised the warbler never fought back. Only tried 
to get away. We think now that it is possible that the swallows caused the demise of 
our early Tree Sparrow this spring. 

A lot of ocean ice in sight from here yesterday and today. A few chunks worked into 
the beach just west of here this afternoon. 
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June 

Ground crew surveyors are working through here now. Native allotments will soon 
be actually measured land parcels, bringing all that private ownership of previously 
"free" land can bring. Mixed blessings? 

Everybody still busy with marine mammal work. Egging for the most part is done 
with and has been for a week. 

Plant growth is coming along, but flowering still pretty much on hold. Too much 
cool wind off of the ice pack. Good for meat drying as insect activity is retarded, 
mosquitoes too. 

Primula blossoms finally noted today. A bit back from the beach in sheltered places; 
there may have been earlier blooms. This very salt tolerant species benefits by being 
under early meltwater in mud bottom of little pot holes on frosty nights. These pot 
holes soon drain their water and already-grown leaves soon shoot up their flowering 
stak. It is the most abundant of early flowering plants here on the Spit. 

June 15 High 69º F 
Low 44º F 
Clear 
NW wind to 15 

A very nice warm day. If the wind hadn't picked up a bit from over the water and ice 
we would have broken into the 70's. 

Both Primula borealis and Androsace chamaejasme blossoms today at various salt 
marsh sites. 

A real heavy run of fat, ¼-mature egg laden char running from west to east. These 
would be the fish which have overwintered in streams other than their natal stream 
and are now headed back to that stream to spawn this early fall. These fish would 
seem to have overwintered in a system west of us (Kivalina? Siberia?). They are fat 
but they do feed opportunistically, as evidenced by one fish that had herring heads in 
the stomach, which I had just dumped into the ocean prior to setting the net. The 
degree of fatness of these fish second only to those in the in-coming overwintering 
August group with gonad development at minimal stage. (The info in this paragraph 
should be relayed to char study person at Kelly Ranger Station WRU.) 

Three beluga nets out now (at least) in the Sisualik area. We have not heard of a 
beluga kill yet in Kotzebue Sound. On at least two different days sightings of groups 
have been made. 
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Journal 

Uguruq hunting continues with only sporadic success. Some boats get no more than 
two. Rather poor ice conditions off this north shore of Kotzebue Sound. A late report 
tonight of a boat in with four from southern Kotzebue Sound. 

June 16 High 62º F 
Low 46º F 
Clear 

 S-NW wind 20 

Fat char still running with small Shee (3-4 lbs). Shee just stuffed with 3 to 4 inch 
Saffron Cod even though the water is quite turbid (muddy). 

Beluga again in front of the house. Maybe 5 or 6. One had a very small calf, 
sometimes clinging to the mother. 

Loud swan noise again from the back land marshes. The flocking non-breeders are 
eating up the greens. 

A probable Gray Whale was seen near the beach at Sealing Point headed this way 
last evening. It was not reported seen again. 

Lots of large butterflies out today. 

We picked a first batch of tuqaiyuq today for our oil (wild celery):  Ligusticum 
scoticum Hultenii. 

Swallow action a little unclear. A rapid trade off as one comes back to the box. 
Thought they had started to feed hatched young but they skipped a whole day 
yesterday so maybe that is a brooding trade off. 

The white snow of Eriophorum tufts are beginning to show through the tablelands. 
The "snow" of summer begins on Tussock Tundra. 

Only two snow banks still holding on tablelands behind Sisualik; the very last 
snowbank in Sisualik melted down today.  

Greening of tableland willows nearly complete. Low lying marshlands still have a 
brown-over-green condition due to height of last summer’s growth. 
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June 

June 17 High 72º F 
Low 41º F 
Clear 
N-NW-W wind to 25 

A warm morning with bad mosquitoes which the overnight north wind brought down 
to the beach from the backcountry. Wind switched down over the ice pack in mid-
afternoon and cleared out the mosquitoes. 

Three beluga nets moved down our way because we saw belugas yesterday. No catch 
reported yet. 

Successful uguruq hunters held up by strong afternoon winds from getting home 
from towards Deering. 

We spent the whole day cooking up much of our half dried uguruq to put down in 
oil. The rest will be put down uncooked after another day or two. 

Everyone looking closely for beluga now as most have at least some uguruq. Beluga 
are such a prized catch now as they seem scarce and are so delicious. Not sure how 
many nets are out, but could be ten or more by now as there are at five on this north 
Sound area from Sisualik to Sealing Point. 

Saw a few first poppy and dandelion blooms last evening on a trip over to the point. 

Dog caught a large pregnant Tundra Vole. Microtines very scarce on the Spit but 
looks like they will be back. 

Herring and Brant have made a very poor showing in our lagoon area this spring. 

June 18 High 71º F 
Low 44º F 
Clear, calm a.m. 
NW wind 25 p.m. 

A real lot of mosquitoes in a.m., the worst yet. AM. The ground-grasses-greens hum 
at a high level, a rather terrible noise for other creatures. On the other hand, found 
out today that we are at that critical point in time again when the salmonberry plant 
flowers are all blooming. This week, the weather and conditions in it, will determine 
what kind of a salmonberry crop we will have this year and the abundance of 
mosquitoes may play a part in that. 

203  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal 

Primula and Rock Jasmine flowers are becoming more common and Empetrum 
berries are already set on the vine. They are already surprisingly well developed. 
Flowering to formed fruit seems a short time with that plant. 

A lot of beluga nets in the water. Still no hint of catch. 

Uguruq hunters still bringing in a few, but "few" seems to be the key word this 
season. 

Ocean ice seems more scattered today. It may not be too long till it is gone. 

There are still two snowbanks showing on tableland edge and a few in the 
mountains. 

Greening continues its slow progress due to such windy cold nights. 

Ground water levels have dropped to an early norm. Wonder if at this point in time 
all seeds that are going to germinate this season have and if all plant potential for this 
season with respect to individuals is now determined. 

June 19 High 68º F 
Low 38º F 
Clear 
NW-W wind to 30 

A cold and windy but bright day for this date. Large ground swells reported at 
Kivalina which means no ice pack barrier to open ocean swells. It is unusual for that 
to happen north of here first. There is ice pack yet in Kotzebue Sound, as we have 
not yet had ground swells. 

On a trip to get water from a lake today found that indeed the salmonberries are just 
blooming and this week will be critical to their pollination. Andromeda blossoms are 
full out and aquatics in the lake have put leaves to the surface. This is a neat little 
freshwater lake in the midst of many brackish water lakes. 

One does not have to walk far now to see a flower. The short season of flowers is 
upon us. 

Hard, maybe impossible to see ice on the ocean from Sisualik today, though large 
floes are reported off Sealing Point yet. 

Strong winds since yesterday have kept marine mammal hunters home or in 
sheltered places since yesterday. Hunter success continues. 
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June 

Our two white Epilobium latifolium plants very slow to start growing this year. They 
have started now but just barely. The tall fireweed plants are well started, though still 
red. 

Salmonberry flowers seem fewer than the last couple of years, though there may be 
late bloomers. 

June 20  High 44º F 
 Low 36º F 
 Fog a.m., clearing 
 NW wind to 30 

A very foggy early morn and cool! Wet, but no frost. Thank goodness, for the sake 
of salmonberry production. 

Six musk-ox reported inland from Sealing Point last night. These animals seem to 
range far from their place of wintering at this time of new greening of willows. 

A large flock (35) of Common Eiders flew by as the fog lifted. They have been 
scarce here this spring. 

A moose has been running around the camps here in the last day or two. Saw the 
tracks while running Terry today. 

Flowers and greening slowly developing. Primula and Androsace dominant. Pink 
and cream for colors. No blues and yellows yet, though dandelions and poppies are 
out in other places. 

Ocean water color change is close and no ice in sight from here yesterday and today. 
Sealing Point still has ice and had a calm sea last night, while we still had white cap 
waves. 

No fishing for several days: rough water and no immediate need. 

We will begin losing midnight sun time tomorrow, on our way back down to 1 hour 
45 minute sun time in December. The older you get, the closer Christmas gets to the 
4th of July. 
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Journal 

June 21 High 64º F 
Low 36º F 

 Scattered clouds 
 Variable winds 

NW to 15 

First day of summer and the ocean right on schedule. We have surf and ground 
swells today and absolute sign of summer to complete the scene. Saw the first 
blossom of our State Flower today, Forget-me-not, Myosotis alpestris. It is the first 
blue colored flower of the summer here on the Spit. 

There were a few "iceberg" type pieces of ice showing to the west of us here today 
and a few boats are out searching for remnant ice floes that would surely hold uguruq 
or walrus. It is quite early for ice to be completely gone from our Sound by this early 
date. We have had ice in the ocean as late as mid-July. 

No report of beluga or walrus catch yet by local boats. 

Wanted a fresh fish for lunch so in spite of swells shoved the whitefish net out. It 
didn't stay long till the swells forced it in. It didn't have lunch. One slim whitefish 
and several flounders with two huge intact jellyfish! Thought I had heard somewhere 
that jellyfish sit out the winter in a very small form and then grow through the 
summer. These two got a head start somewhere. Maybe in a winter polyanna area. 

Mosquitoes very thick this evening after wind dropped and a few rain drops fell. 

It has been a good day for pollinating salmonberry flowers, which are now in full 
flower at our location. 

June 22 High 68º F 
Low 46º F 
Cloudy-clear-showers 

 Light winds 

A good King Crab from a beluga net not far from shore (600 yards) in Sisualik. Eight 
inch carapace, 16 inch leg-body length. 

The ocean beach water fairly full of ripe herring today and of a large size. A short 
dip of a short net gets a pile in a hurry. A few are spent but most have not spawned 
yet and should be in the shallows of the lagoon. But there is not enough water there 
due to N and W wind systems. First time ever that we have noted such a 
concentration of herring at this time on the ocean beach. We salted a bucket of 
females as a try of something different for us. There was a high percentage of males 
in our two net hauls. 
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June 

Female with cub bear tracks west of Sealing Point on the beach. Only the tracks were 
seen. 

Rumor of a beluga caught in a net today. Also rumored that another was discarded as 
being too long dead in the net. 

A heavy rain shower this afternoon and lots of mosquitoes with off and on light 
winds. Great for salmonberry pollinating. 

Even though we and Sealing Point have had ground swells, it is reported that there is 
still good ice deep in the southern Sound (toward Choris Peninsula). Several uguruq 
were brought in yesterday and today, and even a few walrus were reported seen on 
the ice by plane. 

Flowers have come out strong with warmth and moisture. The first Beach Peas 
(Lathyrus maritimus) and many poppies. 

A first Chum Salmon caught a few miles east of the tower at Sealing Point. A very 
early date for that happening though it reflects the early ice out and consequent 
warming water temps. 

June 23  High 60º F 
 Low 46º F 
 Some clouds, showers 
 NE wind to 18 
 NW wind to 25 

A town trip that turned out fine on the way over, but worked up too much wind to 
make it back so we overnighted. 

Heard two rumors in town:  a salmon taken at Shungnak and caribou (a few) down to 
the beach at Ivik. Several taken. Also some missing hunting equipment from camps 
in that area. The pillaging of camps is a new but growing problem. 

The caribou presence seemed confirmed when a back land neighbor reported a group 
of twenty moving westerly and a Cow and calf was seen at Sealing Point. A couple 
were taken from Jones Camp. 

Today was a good day for salmonberry pollination. Warm, calm, insects and cool 
windy afternoon. We should have some crop this year even if not as many as the last 
two years. 
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Journal 

Flowering and greening proceed at an increasing tempo. Kotzebue has much green 
and yellow (from dandelion) and marsh buttercups. 

The Channel in Kotzebue and Nuvugruq seemed too choppy for our little boat with 
wind directly into current. 

June 25 High 54º F 
Low 45º F 
Cloudy, clearing p.m. 
NW wind to 15 

A rather fine day with enough breeze and coolness to keep the mosquitoes down but 
warm enough when the sun cleared the clouds. 

New flowers today: Potentilla villosa and Mertensia paniculata. 

A nice King Salmon taken just west of the Ranger Station. Our net picked up one 
trout, one whitefish and several Sheefish. One of the larger Sheefish had stickleback 
(an ocean fish), Saffron Cod and smelt. 

Salmon catch continues and though the first show seemed a bit early, was not 
surprised today to find some Elymus seed heads (grain) showing which probably 
have been showing for several days. What the relationship of Chum Salmon to beach 
grass is we don't know, but time-wise they seem related in achieving maturity. 

Aqulaak Channel is closed and Anigaaq is quite narrow. The closure is timely as all 
the fish that are going in have, and few have started out. It will mean a tremendous 
lot of whitefish this fall if they both close at this early date. 

There is reported to be still a good deal of ice in the very bottom of Kotzebue Sound, 
in the Deering area. It is very unusual for the ice season to come to a close the way it 
has this year. 

A slow walk through the land in any direction now is a special treat, with newly 
opened blossoms of unique shape and color here and there amongst the new and 
bright greenery. It is special time, with no yellowing of greenery or fading of flower 
petals. Everything bright and vibrant, full of new and attractive life with new species 
and colors nearly every day. 
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June 26	 High 72º F 
Low 40º F 
Clear-calm 
Light winds, shiny water 

Finally a boat trip to Sealing Point. Cool and a little choppy at Sealing Point, but on 
this side very calm, very warm and many, many mosquitoes. The worst mosquito 
day yet. 

Another surprise, a boat got in with three uguruq from some ice towards Cape 
Espenberg. 

Lots of yellow Potentilla villosa on Sealing Point air strip - solid yellow. All of the 
Cape beach ridge area still not the green of summer. Last year’s brown growth of 
grasses still depressing the vibrant green new growth. 

Everyone along the line catching a few Chum Salmon and most have caught a King 
of two. 

A rumor of a lot of Beluga seen somewhere today, but we can't quite pin down 
where. 

The ever present over flying loons and Oldsquaws at Sealing Pt were noticeably still 
there. 

The legs of tower are now only a few feet from sod edge. The next erosive summer-
fall storm will mark the end of a worthy community project of some 48 years ago 
and a landmark of that World War II era. 

June 27	 High 64º F 
Low 54º F 

 Cloudy, showers 
S to NW wind 20 

Different day today but mosquitoes pretty constant. 

The camp birthday party we attended yesterday of a friend and lifetime neighbor was 
quite a remarkable affair. That the friend has lived 20 years on "borrowed" time is a 
part of it. The origin of new medicines and new techniques to treat an age-old 
medical problem from a "natural" crippling and life-shortening problem is a part of 
it. An entire day completely calm is another miracle aspect which allowed nearly 100 
people to come and share in celebration on remote Krusenstern beach ridges. 
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Journal 

Green and insects are taking over our world again. They will give it back if 
temperatures drop again in a month or so. 

Some salmonberry flowers still blooming though. 

Air temperatures have stayed rather high at night so grass and forbs have grown 
quickly this week. They have had 24 hours a day of sunlight to do what they need to 
do. 

Hatchery Folks brought a father and son Russian-Anydar pair to visit today. A very 
interesting time of questions, answers and translations. 

June 28 High 66º F 
Low 42º F 
Clear, few clouds, calm 
SE wind to 10 

Another warm mostly calm day with mosquitoes at a little less than peak density. 
They are still rough on people and dogs (as well as other creatures). Saw a swallow 
scratching his neck today. 

We seem to have two new swallows out flying around. We are not sure they come 
from our box and if they have there are some siblings yet in there. It seems early for 
the swallows to be so close to leaving us. 

New flowers blooming and old species still at near peak of bloom for the year. New 
first bloomers noted: Potentilla Egedii, Astragalus alpinus, and Oxytropis 
Maydelliana. 

A several hour soak of the table net caught only two small Shee and one fine fat trout 
with many flounders of two species. Subsistence salmon fishers still catching a few 
daily. No hint of "pinks" (humpbacks) in the water yet. 

No Beluga news. This seems another year of White Whale scarcity in Kotzebue 
Sound. 

No further hint of ice in the Sound though there is probably remnants of floes in the 
Deering area. 

There is not near the show of Cotton Grass (Eriophorum) in the tablelands that there 
was the last two seasons, which by traditional lore means that salmonberry 
production will be down. 
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June 29 High 70º F 
Low 60º F 
Clear, few clouds 
SE – SW wind 10 

A nice day today with a breeze. Not enough to keep the mosquitoes down but much 
better than nothing. Mosquitoes should be dropping off a bit soon. It’s been a good 
season for them. 

Vegetation continuing accelerated growth. New flowering today:  Pedicularis 
lapponica and another Pedicularis of undetermined species. The yellow blossoms of 
Oxytropis Maydelliana becoming numerous, as are the blue-purple of the beach pea 
mat (Lathyrus maritimus). 

A Northern Pintail with 8 or 10 very small chicks nearly caused a catastrophe right 
on the edge of the lake trail where I was running the dog (Terry) on the chain with 
the 3 wheeler. The chained dog, the 3 wheeler and I, with girl-girl in the wheeler 
basket, almost landed in the lake amongst the fluffy ducklings. All of us survived, 
though kind of gloriously wet in the hot sun. It was just the kind of thing to get 
mosquitoes off the mind (they were still on the body though!). 

A live walrus seen today at the camps west of the Ranger Station. 

The leaves of our two white Epilobium latifolium plants are finally developing 
rapidly. Don't yet see any buds though. These are the plants that bloomed profusely 
last year but not at all the season before. Don't know how old these perennial are. 
Skipping a season of flowering seems a normal pattern for this plant. 

A very large dead uguruq drifted into the beach here this evening. The hair is still on 
this whole carcass which means the blubber could be used for human use. There is 
probably more than a barrel of oil on the animal and it will probably become 
beachcombing bear food. 

A surprise this evening-there may be ice in sight from beach camps west of the 
Ranger Station. If this is true, forecasted winds will probably bring it much closer 
and some hunting may take place. 

First blooms of Arctic Daisy, Chrysanthemum Arcticum today. The composite are 
coming on strong, especially Senecio pseudo-Arnica, our local "sunflower." 
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June 30 High 76º F 
Low 54º F 
Clear 
W-NW wind to 18 

The very last of June and the green of summer has finally overcome the brown of 
last year's growth. The over all impact-impression when walking out of the tent and 
scanning the landscape is one of deep green and uncountable species. 

A single fat trout and a huge fat whitefish with several small Sheefish were the table 
net catch today. No Salmon - Chum or Pink – in our net yet. 

We do need some rain. A remarkable crop of small green "blackberries" are set on 
the vine and the peak of salmonberry blossom is past with less than ¼ of plants still 
blooming. The success of pollination is not yet easy to read. Another week and we 
will have an idea how this year's crop is going to be. 

There were a lot of "smooth skinned" flounders in the net today. There are two 
species of these and they are only plentiful at this time -just after ice out. 

There are still young swallows in the box. 

A single "tame" crane walking the allotment today and a good group (20) of Tundra 
Swans grazing the new Puccinellia and Carex at their edge of growth on the salt 
marsh. 

Semi-palmated Sandpipers still making a fuss with their young around. 

We were admiring today, the very rapid growth-lengthening of the grain heads on 
the Elymus beach grasses with the continuous sunlight and warm nights as well as 
days. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN  JOURNAL 

JULY 

July 1 High 71º F 
Low 50º F 
Clouds, sun, shower 
Light to no wind 

Quite a calm, warm mosquito day. It is summer! 

The early King Salmon catch west of us exceeds any thing we've know before. This 
is partly because of a few more campers with a bit more net at this early date. King 
Salmon catch in Kotzebue Sound is still considered to be "slop over" from more 
southern river system spawning areas, with no real local production. However, in 
each recent year there seems to be an increase in summer catch of Kings. 

No Beluga news for Sisualik, Kotzebue and Elephant Point. The group of whales or 
some of it that should have been here are now about due off Kasegluk Lagoon, in the 
area between Point Lay and Wainwright. It is another very disappointing Beluga 
season for Kotzebue Sound. 

With a few showers our vegetation will approach peak growth this week before a 
gradual wind down late in the month through August. 

Table net had a couple of "egg char" which are still sporadically passing on the way 
to the river system in which they will spawn later this year. Eggs near half 
developed. Conditions quite fat but not max. A few small Sheefish still around and 
again found shrimp and stickleback in their stomachs (marine species that are not 
normally found in their diet). 

A bear was seen again at Sealing Point. 

Marine waters have been high and calm for quite a long period. 
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July 2 High 70º F 
Low 52º F 

 Showers, clearing 
SE-S wind to 15 

A monster shower between 5 and 6 AM this morning, a near cloudburst! We did 
need the rain, even all at once. The rest of the day was fine warm and sunny with 
onshore winds. Mosquitoes, but tolerable. 

A single Beluga was seen last night in between Beluga nets west of the Ranger 
Station. It was just barely seen, very shy. 

Plant growth today after the warm night, the wetting, and the warm breezy day could 
almost be seen. Grasses and forbs are a vibrant green 

This is the time, if you are of a mind to, to look for molting waterfowl. A 
diminishing trend continues in this activity, a fading away? Some reasons for the 
trend can be understood. 

Flowering of Epilobium latifolium is well under way on Kotzebue airfield. 

Chum Salmon reported jumping around the area. Catching (first made) upriver at the 
Hatchery. 

July 3 High 69º F 
Low 64º F 
Cloudy 

 Light winds 

A lot of yellow on the landscape of Sisualik right now. Yellow Paint Brush 
(Castilleja caudata), Oxytropis Maydelliana and Papaver sp. contribute and the 
Paint Brush is having a big year. This variability of the numbers and quality of 
individual plant growth between years and species is quite interesting. There is a 
pattern that is often overlooked in short term botanizing. 

New first species bloom noted today: Senecio pseudo-Arnica. Several of our 
"sunflowers" flat wide open. 

Commercial fish boundary line markers put in place today and we enjoyed a visit 
with the crew. 

Several very large salt water morph bull heads in table net today. This species is 
much larger, narrower and different than our usual bullheads. They are very good to 
eat in fall when we seldom see them. 
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A Gray Whale seen and followed awhile off Sealing Point today. 

Moderate salmon catches continue. 

Two days ago the Elymus heads extended their pollen producing members, a few of 
all plants. Now many, many of the most robust plants are producing pollen. 

July 4 High 70º F 
Low 56º F 
Clear, some clouds 
NE to SW wind 20 

The plant world approaching the spectacular. Variance between years in numbers 
and robustness of species is an interesting consideration at this season. Pedicularis 
Sudetica has had a poor year again (two years in a row). Castilleja caudata is having 
a super year following two poor seasons. Elymus grain heads are already passing the 
height achieved last year on the three-year-ago gravel throw up. Some are now chin 
high to me. 

Received the head of a large (35 lbs.) King Salmon from Sealing Point last night and 
a good portion of body. A special Fourth of July treat. 

Located today and yesterday first sign of Gentian plants. They are probably G. 
propinqua and Lomatogonium. No G. detonsa, G. tenella or G. prostrata yet. 

A visit to the Point this evening gave us a beautiful show of the Epilobium latifolium 
over there in near full bloom. The large patch of white-petaled plants at the end of 
runway are also in near full flower. A very, very beautiful bit of beach ridge ground. 
One stands rather in awe of so much delicate floral beauty in such a harsh windswept 
area. 

Because of the rather strong dry onshore wind this has been the first nearly mosquito 
free day since the little buggers have become active. 

Ate a small piece of walrus qauq from a found "floater" this evening. It was very 
good. This was the first we have heard of this summer. 
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July 5 High 66º F 
Low 57º F 
Clear, few clouds 
S-SE wind to 15 

Ate a great piece of King Salmon today. Our share from a large female taken at 
Sealing Point a few days ago. 

Beluga nets being taken out today. 

Made 3 wheeler trip to Akulaaq today. Water in flowing very strong. Nothing to find 
as beachcombing profits. Trail on beach very soft and bumpy; some big waves will 
make a great improvement. 

All commercial fishers working on net and gear now for coming opening. 

Vegetation continuing to burst forth with all the warm days, warm nights and 
showers. 

Lots of Semi-palmated Sandpiper non-flying young. Swallows still feeding 
something in the box. 

Saw a beautiful patch of the "Yellow Rose of the Arctic" today on the trip West. The 
shrub was in full bloom and the richest yellow color you could imagine (Potentilla 
fruticosa). 

There are many plants, flowers on the "tableland" zone that are not found on the 
beach ridge zones of the Spit. 

Mosquitoes bad this morning, but tolerable this evening. 

There will be some salmonberries, as those plants that will have a fruit can be seen 
now. There are still a few scattered aqpik flowers and the blue- and cranberries are in 
peak or little past flowering stage. 

July 6 High 77º F 
Low 49º F 

 Clear, clouding 
 Calm a.m. 

NW wind to 20 

A nice breezy dry day. Good for washing clothes and that's what we did. 
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Salmonberry crop looking a little better as the forming berries become more obvious. 
There are still a few flowers. 

The marsh lands are pretty barren of waterfowl except for females with broods. This 
is about the peak down time for the early molting segment of ducks and geese. 
Puddle ducks (Northern Pintail, Mallard, Wigeon, Green-winged Teal) and White-
fronted and Canada Geese. Diving ducks (Scaups, Canvasbacks) are later. 

First catch of Pink Salmon (Humpbacks) today. Five very bright silver fish in the 4½ 
inch table net today. These are a "two year" salmon and have quite variable numbers 
from year to year. We have eaten three salmon species already this summer. 

A lot of nearly flying and flying Semi-palmated Sandpipers. 

Surveyors still working marking allotment boundaries. 

We believe Jonathan has been with us all the time but a little "worldly shy" after a 
winter in far off places. The reason we believe this is Jonathan is that he was finally 
sitting on the swallow box today. Last year too he didn't use the roof as a landing pad 
until the swallows had fledged and left. They haven't quite got all the young out yet, 
but are pretty close. 

July 7 High 60º F 
Low 43º F 
Cloudy, rain showers 
NW wind to 30 

A windy cool day and wet towards the end of it. 

The blackberry crop is looking great and today’s wetting of the ground is timely for 
both blackberries and salmonberries. 

Some blooming Saussurea today, the first time for that plentiful local species. 

Two walrus with heads intact have been found West of the Ranger Station in the last 
few days. They were apparently both small-young females. The beachcombing bear 
group will be glad to note that happening. 

Young birds of many species out on the land. Some flying, some not. Predators have 
easy living. Some small-young birds that can fly when they are dry can't when 
feathers get rain soaked. They often don't find that out until too late when Jaeger, 
Fox or Weasel happens on them. 
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Commercial Chum fishing begins tomorrow at 6 PM. More southernly Chum 
fisheries have been very poor. We may see some benefit from Hatchery input. 

No table net out today as ocean too rough with side swells. 

Late PM steady rain. The ground is vibrantly alive and this steady light rain really 
makes a low level jungle of plant life harboring denizens of the Arctic insect world. 
Some of which are truly monsters, seen with a lens. 

We have a conflict, Jonathan wants to use his landing pad and the swallows still have 
something inside. 

July 8 High 57º F 
Low 43º F 
Cloudy, rain showers 
SW-SE wind 18 

A night of rain and a day of showers. Our berry crop is getting a wetting down and in 
time. 

A third (?) year Slaty-backed Gull was on the beach to greet us this morning. It is the 
first we've seen this summer. 

Swallows are showing some odd behavior: dropping pieces of shell from the nest 
box into the ocean and also a large feather. 

More Saussurea blooming and Iris finally showing their big blue bud, though no 
open corolla yet. 

A large headless walrus was rolled up by the swells this morning at Sealing Point. 
Portions of the skin has hair on it and several families cut blocks of skin and blubber 
off the animal to cook. This is called quaq and is very good when cooked for many 
hours, until it is soft. It is like very thick ham or bacon rind and can be kept over till 
winter, packed in oil. 

Large ground swells have been running since morning and have now dropped some. 
The first commercial Chum Salmon period started tonight at 6 PM. Surprisingly 
there was no one on the boundary at Anigaaq and only three participants set nets on 
our side of the Point. 

Rumored early price per pound is 28 cents. 
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July 9 High 61º F 
Low 51º F 

 Cloudy, showers 
Clearing 
S-SW wind to 20 

Very large swells this morning. The three commercial fishing nets down here on the 
ocean did not get ended at 6 PM. Their catch did not seem to be much when they did 
get them out. 

Several walrus (dead ones) and uguruq drifted in today on the south wind. One east 
of us was too deteriorated to make use of. One near the Ranger Station was reported 
to be good and some quaq was taken from it by the camps closest to it. The skin with 
blubber can be used from these long dead walrus if there are areas of the body that 
still have hair. 

Iris bloomed today! Also Siberian Aster and Senecio lugens. 

Swallow box still has at least two non-flying young. Adult still removing shell 
fragments. There seem hints that two sets of eggs were successfully incubated in that 
house? 

Considerable bear bait deposited along the coastline this day. I took home the 
flippers from one large uguruq to cook today. 

Anigaaq outlet is nearly closed this week end and Akulaaq may also be closed again, 
we will see. 

July 10 High 64º F 
Low 54º F 
Cloudy 
S-SW wind to 10 

A great day today. Lots of good news. Anigaaq Channel closed last night. Now both 
Anigaaq and Akulaaq are closed, with many tons of whitefish inside. If there are no 
monstrous happenings between now and September we are assured of lots of good 
whitefish this winter. 

Went to an inland lake for sourdock today. A mile or two from the lake girl-girl (the 
dog) and I ran into a bull caribou in velvet. Pretty good meat by this time in spite of 
mosquitoes and hot weather. Since I was carrying my shotgun I had to scratch 
through my bag for a couple of shotgun slug cartridges. The animal passed us close 
enough for the gun to be effective and we killed it. Some old hair still on the back 
and sides and new hair very short and thin. Mosquitoes must have given this fellow 
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some trouble at this stage of hair molt. It had a rather small body for such large 
antlers. The meat was just beginning to fatten. Good marrow and some fat around the 
kidneys and mesentery. Good fresh meat. Quite a long ways to pack it back to the 3 
wheeler on the beach. 

Saw a first group of baby flying Willow Ptarmigan. Very nice. Don't think I saw a 
family group at all last summer. 

After dressing out the caribou, went on up to the sourdock area and found it looking 
poorly. Lots of grass and small narrow leaves. Will have to look for a better place. 

Returning home, set the table net and then rather quickly had to pull it as the swells 
tugged it beach-ward. There was lot of "grass" (Potamogeton) and one very large 
fresh run Red Salmon. Quite a pleasant surprise, as we don't get fresh run reds too 
often. 

Conflict continues at the swallow box. It still has tenants and Jonathan needs his 
landing pad to keep an eye out for edibles and/or handouts. Jonathan started this 
landing pad swallow box deal last year just after he (she ?) finished egg laying 
duties. But the swallows had vacated a few days before and there was no problem. 
This year, though Jonathan doesn't show interest in babies inside, the adults won't 
feed them with Jonathan sitting on top! Life is complicated! We are glad to be sure 
we have Jonathan back, but distracting him from his chosen landing pad is a pain. 

Lots of flowers in the tablelands: Shooting Stars, Tall Fireweeds, Anemones, 
Nagoonberry flowers, Iris, Violets, Cuckoa flower, etc. 

Our sun will set tonight for the first time since June 2. It will stay set for 38 minutes! 
No more midnight sun, by true sun time anyway. 

July 11 High 76º F 
Low 54º F 

 Clear, clouding 
NE-SE wind to 10 

A nice warm day, the warm lasting well into the night. 

Packed in the rest of the caribou during the rather hot and mosquito-filled evening. 
Having fresh meat is worth it though. 

Saw three adult Willow Ptarmigan herding about 20 chicks that could barely fly. 
Ptarmigan populations may be on the rise after several years of nil production. 
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Salmonberries are swelling rapidly some showing the characteristic red top now 
which makes them real easy to see. Someone reported rather large blueberries in the 
hills. Some of them beginning to turn blue. 

Smoke in the air today. A bit of inland air from our slight shift in wind. This is the 
time of year sea breezes, which keep our air clear and free, tend to fade away and 
interior fire smoke drifts in. We could use some rain again about now. 

The second commercial fishing period will begin at 6 pm tomorrow. We have not 
yet heard the results of the first, but it couldn't have been much good. 

Lots of traffic on the beach freeway with ATV's now. It is a very good trail now that 
the outlets are closed. 

Saw feeding fish in Akulaaq lake today. 

Swallows are gone. Two additional (?) young to the best of our knowledge. 

July 12 High 78º F 
Low 56º F 
Few clouds, warm! 
Calm 

Town trip. A perfect calm town trip! We appreciated it much as we needed both 
gasoline and propane. No problem with shiny water both ways. Water level was high 
enough but dropping and we touched mud a bit on Kotzebue bar. 

Second commercial Chum opening tonight. It looks like it might be a bit better 
fishing farther west, from subsistence fish reports. 

Several Kotzebue plants have earlier bloom than us again: Grass-of-Parnassus, 
Gentiana propinqua and Squirreltail Grass. 

A good report from friend in Kotzebue: caribou photo census just completed looks 
pretty good. Lots of caribou and age/sex ratios look good. 

Was given a small piece of Beluga maktak from Point Lay catch through "elder 
program." Very good. We've heard their catch quite high this year. Seems to be last 
dependable Beluga catch point for summer movement Beluga between Bristol Bay 
and Mackenzie Delta. We have still heard of only the two net taken animals in 
Kotzebue Sound. No confirmation of zero take yet from Elephant Point. We should 
have news this week. 
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July 13 High 79º F 
Low 57º F 

 Cloudy, showers 
NE wind to 15 

We miss the presence of the Tree Swallows. They are gone for good for this year and 
again our feeling is that there were two batches of young brought to fledge, separated 
by about two weeks. This may be a faulty interpretation of events we observed, but 
we will never know better. 

Six humpies, one char and a medium-large size Broad Whitefish in the table net 
today. This inland river whitefish is rare here in ocean waters. 

We have noted six drifted in walrus so far this season. Three with heads intact. 
Considerable skin and blubber (quaq) salvaged by local residents. 

Our warm damp weather comes at a time when it is very beneficial to berry 
development and growth. Vegetation, still in growth stage, benefits too before 
seeding. 

Blooming Gentiana prostrata today. Tiny pinpoints of the deepest blue. Also buds 
and plants of Gentiana tenella soon to bloom. The same for G. propinqua and 
Lomatogonium rotatum. Nearing peak of Iris bloom and beginning of Grass-of-
Parnassus and Senecio lugens. There are some buds on our camp Epilobium 
latifolium (white), though few and late. Tall Fireweed just today beginning to flower 
around camp. 

July 14 High 71º F 
Low 60º F 

 Cloudy, clearing 
SE to SW wind 35 

Very high water and winds in the AM. Both dropping off in the PM. 

Boundary liner swamped at Anigaaq. Nothing lost. With help of various neighbors 
everything re-floated and ready to wait another 30 hours for the next opening. 

Artemisia Tilesii blooming, shedding pollen. Iris and Tall Fireweed blooming 
profusely. 

The lagoon water was up to grass level this morning. 

Most of the day mosquito-free due to wind and dryness. Some began to fly late 
evening. 
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Some blueberries getting blue in the hills and Jones Camp reported someone eating 
two ripe aqpik (salmonberry). 

A small flock (6) of Northern Pintail and Wigeon flying today. These may be the 
first return of molting birds with new wing feathers. 

Only a few plants left to show their first blossoms of the season. Maybe only 
Gentianopsis detonsa and Lomatogonium rotatum. 

Did a fair search yesterday at the Point and around the camp for G. detonsa without 
success. 

Most young song birds are flying, but some not very well yet. 

July 15 High 66º F 
Low 52º F 
Clear, some clouds 
SW wind to 15 

A warm day with a steady light breeze till evening. 

Finally made a trip to Inland Lake for sourdock (Rumex arcticus). The crop was 
beautiful and untouched. There is something Eden-like about an extensive patch of 
Sourdock in the sun, on the edge of a wind ruffled inland lake in mid-July. A solid 
lush green and red with a lighter green grass back ground. It has the same untouched 
immaculate aura that a new snow bank has in winter, before it is tracked up. Nothing 
much seems to eat sourdock or disturb the solid beds except humans and snails. After 
a patch is picked it looks like a war zone. 

It was too warm and too calm for sourdock picking and packing. However, I enjoyed 
the very productive trip in spite of sweat and mosquitoes. A large burlap sack stuffed 
tight to weigh 40-50 lbs was the prize. After cooking, processing, there may be 
nearly 10 gal. of finished product. 

There were a number of large but non-flying Glaucous Gull "squab" on the lake, and 
families of Oldsquaw, Black Scoter and Green-winged Teal. No loon, no N. Pintail. 
There were a few molting Wigeon. 

Salmonberries are a nice pretty red. There are not as many as last year on that trail 
and no ripe ones yet. Blueberries are quite large for a change and mostly a light 
green yet. 
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Bear tracks, a big one, and moose tracks on the lagoon beach trail. A few moose 
tracks around the inland lake. 

July 16  High 64º F 
 Low 52º F 
 Clear, few clouds 
 NW wind to 18 

A tedious work day. Greens to cut and cook, quaq (walrus skin) to cook. Both 
require very long cooking and a good deal of water. The sourdock cooked up to 
about 7 gal. That will make enough base for 10-12 gal. of the super dock-blueberry
blackberry mix that we like so well in fall and winter. And along with it the 
remembrance of a beautiful bright hot day with mosquitoes in mid July. 

A bit more excitement in this commercial fish opening. Many more boats on this side 
and a bit better fishing towards the end of the period, when wind and current picked 
up a bit. 

Tall Fireweed and Iris in full glory for the '93 season. 

Haven't had a chance to check more for Gentians but the coming two weeks will tell 
this year's tale for G. detonsa. What a mysterious and elusive plant. 

The adult Tree Swallows continue to drop by a couple of times a day and visit the 
house for a bit. Don't know if it is nostalgia or what. 

Jonathan has taken on last year's regularity in using the swallow box top landing pad 
and demanding a meal. 

We have one small remaining snow deposit in a deep cut rivulet between Sisualik 
and the Ranger Station. It is always strange at this late date, with so many warm days 
and so much green growth, to come across a remnant of last winter’s snow. There are 
still several large snow fields in the highest mountains in their usual places to the 
NE. In some years these do not melt. 

July 17  High 62º F 
 Low 48º F 
 Clear, few clouds 
 NW wind to 30 

A windy cool day today, without mosquitoes. The first day in many days that we did 
not light a mosquito coil in the tent. Things are looking up. The insects will soon 
give the outdoor world back to us "higher" creatures. 
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Carrie made a town trip to take in the two days left of Church Conference Meetings. 
Too much wind and not enough water for our little boat so she went by air. Hope she 
misses the toxic smoke from the dump fire that funnels through town when the wind 
is from the right (or wrong!) angle.  

There was a beautiful sky-blue delicate Gentiana tenella in full bloom today by the 
small lake closest to the tent. This tiny plant is characteristic of the group of beautiful 
Arctic wildflowers that are best viewed with a lens to magnify. These mini-beauties 
are in contrast to the giants that are right now at peak blossom stage: Iris, Tall 
fireweed and Senecio pseudo-Arnica. 

A traveler NW of Sealing Point reports lots of bear tracks and lots of beached marine 
mammals. The stage is again being set for bear-people adventures. The huge 
numbers of whitefish now trapped in the two lagoons are sure to be an attraction 
when the marine mammals give out and the netting begins. 

A short set of the table net this morning produced another great male Red Salmon 
and two Humpies for Jonathan's handouts. 

Marshlands empty of waterfowl except for a few broods. Nearly all still on molt 
absence. 

July 18  High 68º f 
 Low 46º F 
 Clear, few clouds 

G. detonsa today! One medium-sized plant in full bloom (open) on small lake edge 
close to camp on the east side. There were a few plants there last summer. G. detonsa  
plants and G. tenella also there and open in the warm sun. Lots of Grass-of-
Parnassus bud but as yet no open flowers. A few late Primula flowers scattered 
around in low sheltered places. G. detonsa  plant in moist soil with Carex. A few 
Elymus and Lomatogonium plants are half grown but no near buds even yet. 

An afternoon of exploring changes some of the above. One wide open L. rotatum 
was noted. Eight different locations with wide open of G. detonsa corollas were 
noted in a ten foot square plot that has 30-40 plants. All other locations have only 1-5 
plants. There are single plants in locations of last year clusters. Characteristically, 
plants are on lightly vegetated areas which are relatively well drained, between 
Carex mud and the drier Empetrum level. These are probably several- year-old salt 
burns. Again, the plants are nearly all on a similar contour level, as if seeds were 
floating and left at a specific high water line during some time of flood. 

It was such a special thrill to see the first blooming G. detonsa plant of the season, 
this morning and then the plot of 40 iridescent purple-blue heads nodding in the 
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afternoon wind. There were no other kind of flower blossoms near the plot, so they 
should attract any insect that does a fly by. 

This plant surely does bloom all at once. And it truly is a unique gem! 

The sighting of the single Lomatogonium blossom today means that except for 
Grass-of-Parnassus flowers, there are none other to look forward to seeing this year. 
The flowering year of all species is complete. This is accentuated today by the 
noticeable yellowing of some of the marsh grasses. The dryness and coolness of the 
last couple of days has probably brought that on. Though it seems early, the signs of 
fall are in the air (with some shorebirds) as well as on the ground. 

July 19 High 62º F 
Low 48º F 

 Clear, smoky 
NW wind to 20 

Cold west wind water with jellyfish for this commercial Chum opening. 

Ran across a large flowering clump of Lomatogonium rotatum, Star Gentian, today. 
This is obviously is a poor Gentian year with few G. propinqua and few G. detonsa 
and apparently relatively few L. rotatum, usually the most numerous. Thank 
goodness there are a few. A summer without Gentians would be a catastrophe! 

For some reason blueberries are showing extra good size here this year and their 
turning from light green to blue is beginning. It won't be many days till picking will 
be in order. 

The first salmonberry picking is also only a week off at the first major picking 
location (west side of Noatak River Delta). 

A pair of nice fat egg-carrying char in the table net this afternoon along with a 
hundred flounders. 

Carrie returned from town with a few grandchildren to share a few days of camp life. 

July 20 High 70º F 
Low 43º F 
Clear 
NW wind to 18 

Both Semi-palmated and Western Sandpipers pretty much gone from Sisualik. Semi
palmated seem to just vanish pretty much without staging or gathering in flocks. 
Westerns do flock up, but not many nest in Sisualik. 
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Lots of passerines around yet, both young and old. 

Our continued dry spell is beginning to effect stress on vegetation. We will need 
some showers to give us full potential of our berry crop. 

A "small" (baby or sub-adult) Beluga reported taken in a commercial Chum net at 
the Anigaaq boundary. It was considered a very lucky catch. 

A number of berry picking folks moving on to the land this week. They are in time 
for the summer harvest from the eastern tip of Sisualik to the Sealing Point houses. 
The last week of July till the first frosts of September will give a long time window 
for gathering the food of the land. 

July 21 High 84º F 
Low 50º F 
Clear 

 N-NW wind 18 
Gusts to 35, p.m. 

Another breezy, warm day. Too dry, too warm for berry crop. 

Three nice female char in the table net again. The number and quality of these 
"summer" char as well as the long window of time we have taken them in this 
summer is unusual. 

Made a trip to the Point (Sisualik) this evening during a very strong, gusty and hot 
north wind. Found most of the petals blown off of the showy banks of Epilobium 
latifolium over there. And our own white petaled specimen has finally bloomed 
today, two weeks later than those at the Point. 

I was able to locate 10-12 G. detonsa over there where I have found some in other 
years, in the very remotest upper end of lagoon water sheds. They were, as usual, 
associated with other local gentian species, Grass-of-Parnassus and Maidenhair 
Grass (Deschampsia caespitosa). They were not very robust, confirming more the 
thought that this is a moderately poor year for this species group. 

Various reports of ripening berries have come in today, so it won't be long till we are 
in the berry fields again. 

Chum fishery difficulties. Last period very poor. Still mostly 5 year olds and petering 
out. Four year olds scarce. 
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Note our 84º F high. Our warmest day to date. The strong afternoon wind, when we 
recorded the high, helped relieve the heat of the Sun. 

July 22 High 78º F 
Low 57º F 

 Clear, smoky 
N-NE wind to 25 

Another day of warm dry wind. Our hope for a bumper berry crop may be in vain. 
Moisture is scarce. 

Chum Salmon prices made a big jump today from 32 cents to 42 cents for limited 
time (to August 1). EON got a fresh fish contract for a limited time and the Co-op 
met the new price. Both Monson’s not heard from yet. This will be an interesting 
price play with maybe the fishermen benefiting for once. Probably only temporarily. 

Found a few more blooming G. detonsa. Most plants quite small and some have 
already bloomed and are fading. The flowering time of this plant is indeed short. It 
appears this is not going to be a year to search out local range, due to scarcity and 
early flowering time. This indeed is a plant of many questions. 

This has been and continues to be a super year for Paintbrush (Castilleja). 

Six nice "egg" char in the table net today with Pink Salmon and no jellyfish or 
flounder. Amazing! 

Vegetation showing stress changes from heat and wind together, without above
ground moisture. 

Report of "many" large crabs in salmon gear last period. 

Air become quite clear of smoke this evening, surprisingly. 

July 23 High 72º F 
Low 48º f 

 Clear, warm
 Light winds 

Another warm, dry, but fairly windless day. Some vegetation wilting and though the 
temp didn't get too high, without wind it was too warm for much activity. 

It was a good time to have a tent full of visitors and we did. 

Table net produced only Pinks this time. Three, with a few jellyfish and flounders. 
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They seem to have located a second body from last fall's accident off Little Noatak 
and Pipe Spit. This from CB reports - not general news yet. That will leave only one 
other to recover. 

A good catch of Chum Salmon reported from Sealing Point. This will excite the 
fishermen with hope for the next opening, if there is one. The catch to date is so 
sparse that there may be a closure because of scarcity of Chums all the way along the 
West Coast of Alaska this season. That, coupled with recent price advance to 
fishermen, may cause some fireworks at the meeting tomorrow. 

Lots of young passerines about and some indication of nearly fledged Arctic Terns. 
No hint of a local colony of Aleutians Terns this year. 

Iris quickly passing blooming peak. Grass-of-Parnassus and Lomatogonium just 
approaching and Epilobium angustifolium at blossom peak time. 

We need rain. 

July 24  High 70º F 
 Low 50º F 

Cloudy 
 SW wind to 20 

Visitors from Switzerland. Very interesting and a real lot of conversation. Everything 
else kind of obscured today. 

Did show the visitors a blooming G. detonsa and the white petaled Epilobium 
latifolium. 

Puzzled by their description of a bird seen on the Noatak Delta. It was probably a 
Northern Harrier. 

Marine water level rose rapidly early in the day. Lagoon full to the brim, dropped 
toward afternoon. Very large swells from the southwest all day. 

A terrible decision affecting fishermen was made at the meeting today. There will be 
no open period this Mon/Tues. Though the closure is justified, the timing and fish 
prices make it difficult to maintain good relationships between fishers and managers. 

A large, probably fat porcupine was taking a midday nap in a cool mud hole in back 
of the tent today. Lucky for him/her that we have other meat. 
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There was a beaching of many Capelin (a smelt) just west of the tower at Sealing Pt. 
It is not often that this species gets "beached" in this area. 

Heavy subsistence catch today, just west of commercial fish boundary. So some 
hope revives for the next opening on Thursday of this week. 

Weather has cooled and mosquitoes have pretty much faded away. 

July 25 High 60º F 
Low 53º F 
Cloudy, fog, drizzle a.m. 
NW wind to 15 

A nice cool day with some moisture but not nearly enough for berries and other 
vegetation. 

New Swiss friends headed home after quite a large meeting for Sunday School and 
lunch. We had a real tent full, overflowing with people. Lucky we had lots of food. It 
was by far the largest gathering this summer. Quite a number of places represented. 
Switzerland, Japan, Fairbanks, Kotzebue, and Noatak besides our own Sisualik folks 
(25 people). A good time had by all. 

Marine waters back down to grass edge all day yesterday. 

Sky cleared in late PM and produced a very pleasant evening on the beaches of 
Kotzebue Sound. 

July 26 High 62º F 
Low 43º F 
Fog heavy a.m.

 Clearing p.m. 
NW wind to 15 

Still fighting flu and not quite ready to hit the berry fields, though the afternoon 
weather turned out just right for that activity. 

Very clean clear salty water this morning when the table net went out for an hour this 
morning. It produced a good and clean catch. No jellyfish and no flounders. Six 
Humpbacks, two fat char and a fine 9-lb fresh Chum Salmon. 

There continues to be a lot of mixed young and adult passerines around in the tall 
beach grasses. 
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Tonight’s commercial opening won't happen. Subsistence fishers and camps report a 
little better show of fish these last couple of days. 

It is still "early" for berry picking, though reports are getting better and better as 
percentage of ripe, pickable berries grows and unripe diminishes. 

The heavy fog and dew this morning improved the heat/dry stressed look of our 
vegetation. 

Tall fireweed bloom peak on and Lomatogonium and Parnassus very close to peak. 
The sparse crop of G. detonsa has peaked and on the way down, though today I 
found a few newly opened flowers amongst the faded first bloomers. 

First bear activity on the beach this side (east) of the Ranger Station. Tracks around 
and eating from dead Bearded Seal. 

July 27 High 64º F 
Low 53º F 
Cloudy 
S-SW wind to 18 

Lots of clouds and heavy surf waves but no rain. Ground and people who depend on 
rain water still crying. 

Waves little more than ¾ of the way up the beach today, receding PM. Marine 
waters high; lagoon water level up to the grasses. 

Good salmon catches by subsistence fishers around here. 

Most of the flowering species of the summer still have a few remnant plants 
currently blooming. An exception, Pedicularis sudetica and Primula sp. - very hard 
to find a blossom now of their species. 

A bad rumor that Akulaaq might have opened to the sea today, due to high marine 
water and waves. We hope the waves are just going over, not water running out. 

Early berry pickers not very enthusiastic. Hot sun and dry ground have probably 
taken their toll. 

Dog caught a Tundra Vole again today. Their population is building again. 
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July 28 High 60º F 
Low 52º F 
Cloudy 

 Light winds 

A young male caribou, taken by person looking for blueberries north of Sisualik 
yesterday, was in such very poor condition that it was not useable. Lung tissue 
reported to be stuck to the sides of the rib cage. This is unusual, but to be expected in 
areas where predators are few and at this season, when even a sickly animal can 
maintain life- sustaining systems. There were said to be numerous large and small 
lumps through out the flesh of the animal. 

Three fat "egg" trout (char) in table net in 20 min. set this morning. 

Finally a first berry picking trip this afternoon. There are lots of ripe blueberries. 
There maybe more blueberries this year in many places than in any other year in the 
last 40. There are lots of blueberries over a very wide area. They are not all large, but 
mixed with small in some patches and large in others. Bears, ptarmigan, geese, 
foxes, porcupines, voles, and squirrels as well as people and other creatures will eat 
their full this year and there will still be tons that will not be eaten at all, even by 
worms. 

Some fair sized (40-60) flocks of ducks returning to the mud flat staging areas from 
molt time. Northern Pintails and Wigeon, with probably a few Mallards. 

Mosquitoes and gnats still around but are much diminished. 

July 29 High 58º F 
Low 48º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
 Clearing PM 

S-SW-NW wind to 30 

Finally some wetting of the ground in time for black- and cranberries. 

Also a rather surprising rapid rising of lagoon water above grass line (flood stage) in 
late afternoon. This will flood areas where any young terns, sandpipers or ducklings 
that cannot yet fly will be vulnerable to gull or jaeger attack. 

There was a good deal of gull activity back there, but the reason for it is yet unclear. 
Many small fish and rodents can also be flooded out. 
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Very rough ocean water for opening of commercial fishing period tonight at 6 pm. 
Most nets set in sheltered bay waters. No hint of results yet. After double length 
closure, this period should demonstrate if there are any Chum Salmon. 

Such high water and waves may alter Akulaaq beach front again. The last waves and 
high waters a few days ago left the lagoon as two water bodies instead of the one that 
it had been. 

The flu is still holding on, miserable at this season. 

Grass-of-Parnassus and Lomatogonium rotatum will be in peak bloom as sun warms 
after this cool windy wet period. 

July 30 High 60º F 
Low 42º F 
Cloudy, rain, shower 

 Light winds 

Sudden drop of flood stage marine waters this morning. Then a sudden rise again 
from near "rock bottom" this late afternoon. The rapid change is somewhat unusual 
and probably due to relative high and low pressure system within the region. 

Checked the back marsh area today and found Lomatogonium rotatum at peak bloom 
and also Grass-of-Parnassus. There were no fresh blooming G. detonsa and the old 
plants already faded. So long to wait and so soon faded and gone! The luminescent 
purple-blue petals fade to a dull white that blends nearly perfectly with the grass 
background, and the plant slips again into anonymity. 

Trouble has developed at Akulaaq from the large swells. It keeps opening and 
closing the seaward channel. It is unusual and probably due to changing erosion 
patterns. Each time it opens it releases many fish and while it is open makes ATV 
travel down the coast difficult. 

Things look bad for the Chum fishery this period. The lack of fish in the 4-year-old 
age group may cause a complete closure. 

Flocks of waterfowl continue to slowly build on the mud flats. 

The ground vegetation looks worn as the month of July comes to an end. The hot 
spells and lack of regular rain has taken its toll. It is not only the frosts of September 
that close down the growing machine. 
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July 31 High 65º F 
Low 54º F 
Few clouds, smoky 
SE-S winds to 15 

Marine waters stayed high and were rising even a bit more late evening in response 
to strong southerly winds both north and south of us. 

We put in a full day of blueberry picking at the upper boat limit of our nearest creek 
which has its headwaters in biggest mountain on our northern horizon. There are lots 
and lots of ripe blueberries on the higher ground. 

Two years ago and last year we had a bumper crop of salmonberries and few 
blueberries. This year we seem to have more blueberries over a wide area than 
during any year in the past 45. 

The boat trip up through the creek willows was most "tropical." Lush green and lots 
of aquatics in the water. Many flowers still blooming in the moist area along the 
creek. They include Iris, Monkshood, "Arctic Rose" (Potentilla fruticosa) and 
Papaver. 

There were a few bugs, but for the most part it was just a beautiful day for berry 
picking and the berries were there, ripe, firm and without flying leaves. 

Apparently the last fishing period (closing last night) was again rather poor. There 
will be another opening but not till Thursday of next week. 

Arctic Tern young near flying and Mew Gull young are flying. 

Two cranes at the berry picking site probably have young that may not be flying. 

Report of a stray reindeer taken NW of Sealing Point today. A young male - good 
meat but little fat. 

Nets are being set inside the Anigaaq system (for whitefish). There are reported to be 
lots and big and a strange report of more than 10 subadult Sheefish in one net catch. 
This in a way not surprising, as the earlier closure of the outlet occurred while or just 
after many Shee were in the flush-out marine system. One wonders whether, with 
this apparent new ecosystem development, shee might begin to be able to overwinter 
in that relatively small system. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 


AUGUST 


August 1 High 62º F 
Low 56º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
S-W wind to 20 

A good lot of rain water today for our very thirsty ground and berries. This will make 
the blackberries and cranberries grow and ripen and be ready for picking till the first 
frosts. 

No travelers west today. Large waves, rain, and Sunday were the deterrents. There is 
some concern about new erosion of the trail and the two outlets. Also it was reported 
that the size of the swells last night and this morning have caused the leg of the 
Sealing Pt tower to be exposed from the sod. It will not be long before the tower 
tumbles into the sea and a new Era will begin. 

Was surprised to see one fairly bright-petaled G. detonsa today. There may yet be a 
few when the Sun comes out again. It is interesting how plant growth snaps back 
after a good rain water soaking. Some species will send forth some new blossoms 
and a kind of "second summer" will develop. 

A thought sparked by this year’s bumper crop of blueberries and the last two years of 
bumper crops of salmonberries. There are so many tons of sweet crops removing 
nutrients from the soil they develop on. Granted, much of plant development comes 
from photosynthesis and the sun but there must also be some cost to soil and mineral 
nutrients. Does this depletion in some way help determine how many years before 
another "bumper" crop? 

August is our berry month! And it is here! 
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August 2 High 60º F 
Low 56º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
 S-SW wind 30 

A day of wind, high water, big waves and heavy rain early in the day. Water in the 
back lagoon area up past the grass line at "low flood" stage. 

There has been no ocean beach to travel west on today as the swells there have 
reached to the grass line most of the day. We wonder how the outlet at Akulaaq is 
doing with these big waves and the relatively low beach profile there. 

Early in the day a dead walrus washed up in the area of the Ranger Station with the 
head on. It is interesting that most of the drifted in walrus on our beaches this 
summer have had heads. 

A few pieces of driftwood, some large logs, have come ashore, re-floated no doubt 
by the high marine water level. 

Had there been a commercial fish opening this evening, gear would have been 
concentrated in sheltered bays as the ocean is too much to handle with fishing gear. 

There was a river flash flood warning earlier today due to last night's heavy rains. 

A rather elaborate bear incident west of the Ranger Station today. Details are sketchy 
but one approached closely to a camp during the darkest part of the night (3 a.m.). 
Five more were reported near a beached walrus later in the day. 

August 3 High 60º F 
Low 60º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
S to SW wind 15 

The bear incident has developed further this early morning. There was another visit 
to a camp site by a couple of bears. The details of what happened are not yet clear. 

A very dead calm this late afternoon with spaced heavy showers. 

Berry pickers had a short day unless they picked in the rain, which most are reluctant 
to do. 

Our summer visitors, neighbors already heading home, including our new Japanese 
friend Makiko. Between now and early September, as school gets underway, there 
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will be many friends and folks coming and go for various lengths of time for berry 
picking and a little camping out. 

Had some very welcome visitors today and at an opportune time. With the rain and 
wet ground we would not pick berries, and though we need to go to town it was not 
ideal for that either. 

The Tower at Sealing Pt is reported still standing after yesterday's high seas. It can't 
take many more and it will be missed. 

Heard an interesting report of new speculation on absence of N. Pintails here in our 
section this season. Wet season in some southern habitat held birds there. This, when 
contrasted with heavy over flights from prairie drought in other recent years may 
have some validity. 

August 4 High 65º F 
Low 52º F 
Fog, rain, clearing p.m. 

 Calm a.m. 
NW wind to 30 p.m. 

We "lucked out" on a beautiful trip to town this morning. We got an early start on a 
calm but foggy and drizzly run, with fine high water in the mud flats. We got our 
shopping done and boat loaded shortly after 1 pm and headed home. Calm water all 
the way home. An hour later the wind picked up from the NW and had white caps 
and a heavy running swell in no time. 

A new discovery today! Actually it turned up yesterday but wasn't recognized till 
today. After the long spell of moderate southerly winds (S to SW) over the whole of 
Western Alaska, with some very high water and big swells, the ocean quieted down. 
The upper wave edge developed "wind rows" of bright green, which appeared to be 
broken Elymus grass blades. I noted broken off, as the blades of Elymus are very 
stringy and tough. I didn't look closely enough! Today when I returned home and 
wandered down on the beach, these "windrows" from yesterday were high and dry 
and had turned black and there was a fresh windrow of green material building as 
waves began to grow from NW wind. I gathered some of the material and examined 
it much more closely and found that it is most probably Eel Grass, (Zostera marina)! 
The important waterfowl (brant) food plant that we had some years ago decided 
didn't exist north of the Bering Straits! So another "apple cart" of speculation upset. 
Origin of the storm rafted material hard to determine, but some heavy drift wood 
came with it. Has it come all the way from known beds just south of the Bering 
Straits in both Alaska and Siberia? Or does Kotzebue Sound now have beds of 
Zostera? More mysteries! 
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August 5 High 64º F 
Low 39º F 
Cloudy a.m., clearing 
NW wind to 20 

Another blueberry day today. We spent the morning getting ready for our 
salmonberry trip west. By the time we got things together for the trip the ocean was 
too rough, so we went back to the tablelands and picked blueberries. 

Heard a few cranes flying around but no sign of geese or swans back from molt yet 
and no ducks at all to be seen on the marshlands. 

Some young Mew Gulls and Arctic Terns are flying. 

Ground looks fine again with rains and showers this week. Some plants exhibit new 
growth again now. Some even to flowering. 

Lot of young passerines around yet: Savannah Sparrows, Longspurs and Yellow 
Wagtails. 

Commercial Chum fishery opened again this evening and with the west wind, very 
little gear was put down in Sisualik. 

Mosquitoes getting very scarce and snow was reported in Barrow again this morning. 

We marveled again today at the extravagant numbers of blueberries. Speaking of 
"natural" waste - all creatures combined, including humans, will hardly make a dent 
in the production of blueberries this year. The same was true of Salmonberries the 
last two years. At times, the extravagance of nature is remarkable. 

August 6 High 58º F 
Low 36º F 

 Clear, frost 
NW wind to 30 

A salmonberry picking trip to Salluq. Three-wheeler and boat for a few days 
camping. 

Was surprised to find a lot of untouched berries at one of the main camp sites. We 
stopped to pick up some old stakes and was surprised to see the ground all red-
orange with berries! We just stopped and picked and camped. By supper time we 
were richer by 45-50 lbs. of ripe Salmonberries. A windfall we didn't expect. 
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There was light white frost on plywood planks back Sisualik at 7:30 this morning. 
Another early frost something like last year. 

Waterfowl seem scarce down this way. 

Bear stories continue. Two went by Amos Greene's house on the beach side last 
night. Now we are in the middle of the bear stories on the inland side. 

First goose noise of the summer today. 

August 7 High 60º F 
Low 38º F 

 Cloudy but dry 
N to NW wind 15 

Another salmonberry day. Half of it looking and half picking and a long trip home 
with an overheated three-wheeler. We decided to get our 100 lbs. of salmonberries 
into the freezer. Not a bad harvest for two people for two days. 

A lot of passerines flocking and Long-billed Dowitchers at Salluq. A goose alarm 
awakening this morning. There seems to be very few ducks on the Sealing Point flats 
and geese numbers are just beginning to build. 

Some Arctic Tern and G. Gull birds of the year flying. Report from Tasagagaruq that 
Aleutian Tern Colony has had production and young are not yet flying. 

August 8 High 56º F 
Low 43º F 
Cloudy 
NW wind to 15 

A very quiet Sunday morning. No wind, no waves, no rain and no mosquitoes. 

A note from Fish and Game that the commercial Chum fishery is closed. Probably 
the earliest closure ever. Western Chum stocks have had a bad year. The cause 
apparently is not easy to know. One can hope the trend will be increase from this 
season forward. 

Cool weather again today. It is pretty nice with a warm sun and cool breeze. The feel 
of fall is in the air even if the fact is not yet. 

Quite a stampede for salmonberries to the Ranger Station-Sealing Point area. There 
is a fair crop of berries, though nothing like the last two years. That tends to 
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concentrate the stampede to those areas that have already produced berries by the 
bucketful. 

There is a report of very large char being taken last fishing period. This hurtful 
closure to commercial fisherman will be of certain benefit to the Kotzebue Sound 
char population. 

Passerine populations still high with flocking taking place. 

N. Pintails and Wigeon remain scarce for this date. Crane sightings, hearings more 
common every day as is goose noise. No T. Swans yet. 

Haven't put the table net out for a week. 

August 9  High 60º F 
 Low 38º F 
 Clear, sunny 
 NW wind to 15 

A beautiful dry berry picking day. We returned to our boat at camp at Salluq and 
were able to fill another plastic bucket of about 50 lbs. of salmonberries. 

There were a few cranes and geese about and the voice of loons was not uncommon, 
as it has become in Sisualik. Pintails and Wigeon are very scarce. 

A Moose taken today by Sallugmiut. No report on kind or condition. Over CB 
anyone in the area was invited to get fresh meat. 

There is a very lot of nearly ripe cranberries in Salluq. So blueberries, salmonberries 
and cranberries. 

Lots of passerines flocking including some neat looking Yellow Wagtails. 

Comm. Chum fishery definitely closed, due mostly to lack of 4 year old fish at mid-
season. 

We overnighted at Salluq. We were satisfied with our full bucket for the days pick. 
Competition pretty intense down that way for picking space. 

August 10  High 55º F 
 Low 40º F 
 Cloudy, low ceiling 
 NW wind to 15 
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We were disappointed to not see any young Willow Ptarmigan on the berry grounds. 

We made our way back to Sisualik rather early without further pick due to Carrie's 
back getting painful. Not as young as she used to be. We have enough salmonberries. 

A dull day today but not wet. Cool for berry picker hands. 

Picking choice will begin to swing now from salmonberries to blue- and within the 
week blackberries. Cranberries are also fast approaching harvest quality. 

More berry picking people continue to arrive in Sisualik. Mid August till Labor Day 
when there is fair weather is a heavy use time for out-of-towner (camp) places. 
School also begins again within this frame and many families like to spend a few 
days camping out before settling into winter routine. 

We had a first "fall" trout in hand this evening. There may have been some earlier 
this week but this is the first we've had in hand. Exceedingly fat and very small 
ovaries. Also a lone Humpback Salmon female with near ready to lay eggs. 

Our salmonberry total weight to date is near 150 lbs. It is likely we won't add to that. 

August 11 High 58º F 
Low 40º F 

 Cloudy, windy 
SW to NW wind 25 

Back to blueberry picking today, not far from home. Blueberries are thick but rather 
small down here. They are larger on the tablelands but the report is that some are 
already softening there. Some big blackberries have been reported in our zone but 
are not yet ready to pick. 

Had table net out for a couple of hours today with a diverse, if not top quality catch. 
Three kinds of flounder, two of bullheads and two female Humpback salmon. Not a 
great catch for this date when we expect char and salmon regularly. There was one 
very large Saffron Cod. We cooked it and several flounders for lunch. We had a very 
good lunch. 

There are still lots of people down on Sealing Point Flats and at Salluq for 
salmonberry picking. 

The fire feels good tonight. A strong NW wind this afternoon chilled berry picking 
fingers. 
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Saw a Short-eared Owl today for a change. They have been very scarce around this 
area for some time. 

Geese and cranes beginning to make a better showing as staging begins. Northern 
Pintail and Wigeon very, very scarce. 

A small bear killed today by a family on the way to get water. It had very good meat. 

August 12 High 54º F 
Low 40º F 
Cloudy, clearing p.m. 
NW wind to 20 

An unusual day today. ATV crew here doing a kind of documentary series of 
wilderness areas. Quite a long day of interviews and picture taking. Our reward was 
Fame and three oranges. (We did meet new people, new friends and shared 
numerous ideas). Carrie kind of resented the loss of a good dry, cool berry picking 
day. 

Made two casts of the table net today and got one medium sized very fat char each 
time. Boiled one for lunch, baked the other for supper. 

Very cool west wind weather continues. Our hope is for a change of wind before it 
leads to a hard frost. 

Beach travel at a reduced rate today. Don't quite know why. There are still lots of 
people out on the berry grounds. 

Some berry pickers switching from salmonberries to blueberries and a few to 
blackberries. 

If we had "smudge pots" we would light them over the blackberry patch tonight due 
frost potential. We hope very strongly that it doesn't happen. 

August 13 High 52º F 
Low 34º F 
Clear, few clouds 
NW to N wind 20 

Well, it did happen! Though lightly. There was a thin shell of ice on Terry's water 
bowl this morning and a bit of frost on a sno-go seat. We had a light frost again last 
night (the second for this August). 
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Saw several "trout birds" today as we went out for more blueberry picking. These are 
Northern Wheatears and the first we've seen this August. They nest in local alpine 
areas and don't show up at sea level till young can fly and migration time draws near. 
These and Yellow Wagtails are primarily insect eaters, which requires fairly early 
migration. 

Trout (char) returning to over-wintering streams after growing fat in the ocean for 
two months. Time wise each year coincides with the Wheatear's return to sea level. It 
is for this reason they are locally called "Trout Birds." 

The table net was full of jellyfish today. One "egg" char, the eggs nearly filling body 
cavity, color still silvery. 

The ducks still absent. Can't quite put it together. Pintails and Wigeon. They can't be 
that scarce. Some good food source must be holding them in another area. 

August 14 High 56º F 
Low 35º F 
Clear, few clouds 
N-NW wind to 35 

Strong winds and very low marine waters. A very cool night because of the winds, 
but no hint of frosts or freezing last night so berries are doing fine. 

We took a day off from berry picking today. Carrie to make slippers for sale and I to 
finally finish my July report. The last couple of weeks have been busy! 

Traffic on the beach pretty heavy again today with many berry pickers returning and 
a few still going down. 

Ocean swells up and breaking, so no table net today. 

The lagoon is very nearly out of water this PM. Gulls and jaegers doing pretty good 
with stranded small fish and other aquatic creatures. No new bear stories. 

There is, however, a hint of ducks and Whimbrels showing up today here. Near 
freezing temperatures and snow reported at Barrow today. That may be some reason 
for so many moving passerines and Wheatears as well as Whimbrel and other 
shorebirds. 
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Journal 

August 15 High 55º F 
Low 32º F 
Clear, few clouds 
NW wind to 35, p.m. 

Our lowest temp yet this morning. Hard to break ice in Terry's pot. Very little frost 
so we still have hope for our black- and cranberry crop, but blueberries may be 
getting soft. 

Small bear tracks last night around camp of our nearest neighbor to the west. Kind of 
hard to read the pattern of bear movement this last couple of weeks. Maybe it will be 
clearer farther along. 

No one has tested the berries today (for softness), it being Sunday.  

Lagoon water, marine level, is extremely low. All the boats back there are sitting flat 
on the mud. 

Ocean fishing impossible due high winds. 

Lots of whitefish for the taking at both Anigaaq and Akulaaq. 

Our "barometer grove" of cottonwoods on nearby hillside have shown no change of 
leaf color yet (due to our two nights of frost) to contrast with willows around them. 
That is a good sign. 

August 16 High 48º F 
Low 32º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
SE wind to 25 

Finally a change of weather systems but not quite in time. Blueberries are soft and 
some blackberries have softened. Too many nights of too early frosts. The 
blueberries won't recover but the blackberries and cranberries will. With the help of 
rain and no more frosts we will still have a good black- and cranberry harvest. We 
can't complain too much since we already have a good salmon- and blueberry 
harvest. 

Was able to have the table net out for an hour this morning and got two fat trout and 
humpbacked humpy male for Jonathan. 

Most of the stampede of berry pickers have returned to town as some pre-school 
activities are scheduled for the end of the week and some classes begin the first of 
next week. 
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The two immature Wheatear that were at the grave site behind which we were 
picking berries last week were still there when we went by on our way to pick for 
awhile before the rain came. 

Plovers and some larger shorebirds are moving through (Dunlin, Dowitchers). The 
scarcity of waterfowl continues and is remarkable and frightening! 

August 17 High 54º F 
Low 38º F 
Clear, some clouds 

 Light winds 

A beautiful day with warm sun and light winds. We made good use of it by getting 
our boat and stuff home from Anigaaq. We are thankful for several friends giving us 
a helping hand to get over the gravel at the outlet. 

Considerable amount whitefish being taken from Anigaaq and they look good. It is a 
time to cut and dry them in between rain spells. 

Had the table net out for an hour this morning and got three fat fall Trout. One was a 
large and super fat male that tangled by his long jaw. Maybe 12-14 lbs. Quite a fish 
with enough oil/energy on board to maybe carry him through two years before 
another feeding sortie to the ocean. The amount of fat that a trout can store in its 
body tissues is truly remarkable. 

Waterfowl scarcity is becoming a prime concern among local folks. An inland 
traveler (ATV) today reported a large group of Tundra Swans on an inland lake, 
probably still in a state of molt. 

No late bear stories for a change. Perhaps the frost sweetened berries have kept them 
in the hills. 

Our cottonwood "fall barometer" patch on the distant uplands have turned a 
greenish-yellow that stands out from the darker green. The frost has done its work 
and so soon! 

Found a small group of G. detonsa seedpods today right besides a trail I have been 
traveling each day all summer with ATV without noticing the fresh blossoms. A 
reminder that even seeing this plant at times is so very difficult. 
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August 18 High 56º F 
Low 42º F 
Cloudy or rain 
NE to E wind 25 

A storm building - heavy rain showers today but long interludes between showers. 

Fair numbers of Western Sandpipers moving through in flocks of 20-30. 

Even a few ducks in Pipe Lake; a neighbor report that there are N. Pintails feeding 
on blackberries in a western corner of the marshlands. 

Six char and humpback in the table net today. A couple of the char coloring some as 
egg laying time approaches. It seems this year that both Chum Salmon and breeding 
form char have continued to mill around in Sound waters not in any hurry to enter 
fresh water streams. 

Short-eared Owls showing a bit this week. 

The rain and milding weather will, after a few days, give us a reading on how much 
of our blackberry crop will be harvestable. Often when a dry summer and early frosts 
combine, warm and wet weather will give some additional growth and even 
flowering of a few species. Rosetta of biennials will get a healthy mat for next year's 
growth. 

A bear, for the first time this year, checked a friend’s net last night (at Anigaaq). 

August 19 High 58º F 
Low 52º F 
Cloudy, rain a.m.

 Clearing, sunny p.m. 
NE to SE wind 52 

A very windy day with very low marine water level. Unusual for SE winds. Some 
wind damage in Nome, possible roof damage in other places. A very vigorous low 
passing through Bering Straits on its way to Wrangell Island. 

Some large flocks of Red-necked Phalaropes feeding in sheltered places. Also some 
groups of Western Sandpipers. There was a single juvenile Wandering Tattler on the 
edge of the lagoon behind the feeding phalaropes. 

Passerines are getting scarce as they move out. Mixed flocks can be seen through the 
day in a slow feeding drift towards the east. 
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Blackberries seem to be firming up with the rain showers and mild temps. Recovery 
may be universal. The biggest are still slightly bitter. 

A few new flowers of "old species" seen today. Paintbrush and Daisies. 

There was a good flock of Pintails (12-14) in the Pipe Lake today for the first time. 
We may see a few ducks yet. It is somewhat of a mystery where Pintail and Wigeon 
have been since mid July. There are usually many here through that period. 

Sanderlings have arrived on ocean beach side. 

August 20 High 56º F 
Low 48º F 
Clear, clouding p.m. 
SE wind to 25 

Picked up some small driftwood along the high wave line today before the next 
storm sweeps them away. 

Numerous (less than 20) Sanderlings have moved in along the beach. An interesting 
pattern for this bird-rare and uncommon in spring migration but regular and common 
in small numbers during late August and early September. A very hardy bird, some 
staying around a food source (worms) till late into freeze up. Right now there seems 
often an adult with 3 or 4 young of the year. Their rather early appearance may have 
to do with last week’s snow and freezing temps in the Barrow, North Slope area. 

Very high water this AM dropping again in PM. Water level relative to wind strength 
and direction through this period seem an anomaly. Maybe more affected by relative 
position and direction of movement of high and low weather pressure systems. 

Caribou reported at (behind) Kivalina and Onion Portage. Wonder how we will fare 
this time. 

August 21 High 54º F 
Low 48º F 
Showers, cloudy, sun 
S-SW wind to 18 

A damp morning and a rather fine afternoon. The loud call of a Whimbrel started the 
day off right. We haven't heard much from this bird this summer/fall. Widespread 
abundance of blueberries may be the reason but they, like the locally common Pintail 
and Wigeon, are remarkably scarce for the last half of August. 
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Golden Plovers and Long-billed Dowitchers passing and numerous Red-necked 
Phalarope feeding in choice locations. 

We had our first duck soup of the fall season today. One a bird of the year the other 
an adult. Fat reserves sparse but building. Maybe normal for the date. 

It is indeed the fall season, ten days early this year it seems. Our Cottonwood patch 
bright and yellow now and just noticed the red tinge to the back mountain sides. The 
Dwarf Birch and Bearberry leaves have taken on their red hue. The marsh has 
yellowed in most places, though willows and alder retain their greenness for the most 
part. 

All blueberries are soft, salmonberries have faded white, blackberries are slowly 
firming up again with the rain but are still not sweet. Cranberries are just right for 
picking. 

August 22 High 50º F 
Low 40º F 
Broken clouds, showers 
W-NW wind to 20 

A cool rather nice day and a fairly active one for a Sunday. Family boat with kids for 
visit for awhile. One their way to the next stop they landed on a sand bar in front of 
Jones Camp and needed some help to get off. 

Plovers and sandpipers and numerous; wheatears around. The shorebirds moving 
through. Don't know what the Wheatears are doing. Bugs are scarce with that cool 
weather but Wheatears finding some at mid ay. 

Ocean too rough for netting again today.  

Sanderlings look so neat in their fall dress. The white and jet black contrast are 
beautiful. 

There were reported some campers yesterday in the Sealing Point area and rumor has 
it that they might be doing a check out for possible tour guide operation. They are 
reportedly Seattle based. This seems something new. Wonder what it's all about? 

Some fair chum salmon catches being made around various camps on the Noatak 
Delta. Some may have gotten more than they wanted-needed. 

A gift goose today. A White-fronted, very fat. 
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August 23 High 65º F 
Low 34º F 
Clear, few clouds 
SW to NW wind 15 

Town today, mirror smooth over light chop on the way home. A real nice day for 
water travel. 

Lots of news in town again as usual. Busy place over there. Some of it may relate 
eventually to us over here. 

Fishing good at Anigaaq. 

Very heavy frost this morning but low temp not bad 8' above ground level. 

Nice warm midday for a change. 

Plan to leave the table net in overnight for the first time this summer. 

August 24 High 62º F 
Low 36º F 
Clear, few clouds 
NW wind to 15 

The net did pretty good. One huge male chum, bright, another male with "Noatak 
colors," eight char, a huge Saffron Cod, a small Shee with a disfigured mouth and a 
bucket of two flounder species. 

Whitefishing still good at Ranger Station Site. But a bear, or two, checked another 
net during the night. This net was not far from the Ranger Station. It was between the 
outlet and the Station. The owner of the net, the evening before on his way home 
from Anigaaq saw two bears apparently fighting before feeding on a walrus not far 
from Sisualik 

Goose, crane and swan noise this morning. Birds moving in and moving through, we 
are just now hearing these great sounds. They are late here this year. 

Our most famous local dog musher has just completed a move onto the Monument 
for early fall training. We have more dog teams training here through early fall than 
there have been for many years. 

Passerines around camp getting real scarce. 
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Blackberries have continued to firm up. Barring further frosts, picking will be good 
next week. 

August 25	 High 0º F 
Low 0º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

A near perfect day. And lots of visitors! Besides visitors a special treat from Norton 
Sound were two live King Crab. 

An extra lot of flounders in the table net today and a few small char. No salmon. 

We blackberry picked for a few hours but softness and mixed small and soft, very 
thick berries makes poor picking. 

A pilot report gave hope for caribou before long. East side Noatak Flats to Eli and 
soon into the Aggie. 

Geese and cranes moving into and through our area. Passerines getting fewer and 
fewer. 

Flying Squirrel reported for second time this summer at the Ranger Station. Hope to 
get confirmation this time. 

Ocean near flat calm all day. 

August 26	 High 62º F 
Low 42º F 

 Clear, calm
 Light winds 

What a fine day! Dry warm and bright. 

We had a blackberry pick day. We even found some that were not soft. We got 
almost enough for our aqpik-blackberry mix. 

Found out today where all the ducks are. Wigeon and Pintail in large numbers in the 
Krusenstern Lagoon-slough system. 

We saw many (50+) Cranes and a large shorebird (Bar-tailed Godwit?) on the back 
edge of Sisualik lagoon. Not many ducks, but several flocks of geese with the cranes. 
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Fish in both the ocean and Anigaaq are plentiful. We didn't set the net till late this 
evening. 

Red and yellow fall colors are really set in and our cottonwood copse is a bright 
flame yellow. 

Saw a number of different late flowers today. The warm weather and bright sun 
always bring out a few. Yellow Marsh Saxifrage, Arctic Daisy, Grass-of-Parnassus, 
Pedicularis Egedii, Epilobium. Everything has of course "gone to seed." 

Another net (a new one) ripped up a bit by bears last night at Anigaaq. 

August 27 High 58º F 
Low 48º F 

 Cloudy, showers 
NE wind to 15 

Raindrops began to fall just as we got to the good blackberries we located yesterday. 
We kept at it for a couple of hours, but picking wet berries is not very efficient. 

More and more waterfowl showing up each day now. The marsh is finally coming 
alive as vegetation begins to yellow and wither. 

Salmon still making a show by jumping and bumping nets in the long periods of 
shiny waters we have had in the last few days. ADF&G test fishermen still catching 
l00+ on fishing days. 

Char catch has been dropping off all week. Kind of down to a dribble of small fish at 
night. 

Passerines about gone. Plovers, Dunlins, and Long-billed Dowitchers traveling and 
feeding around. One should be able to locate Sharp-tailed Sandpipers this week, as 
their arrival here from Siberian nesting grounds is pretty calendar regular. 

Lots of flounders now, both species, and they are getting thick (fat). We've had some 
for lunch three times this week. 
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August 28 High 60º F 
Low 50º F 

 Showers, clearing 
Light a.m. winds 
W wind 18 p.m. 

A very warm sun around midday. Blackberry picked some more. Interestingly, 
several different "large firm berry" places have emerged. Competition for good berry 
picking sites takes some interesting turns. 

A lone Hudsonian Godwit on the lagoon beach line today. A real stranger this time 
of year. Wonder how he will find his way home? 

A lot of deep water Potamogeton in the ocean side water and net today. The 
condition is typical of this early fall season. Much of aquatic summer growth gets 
disturbed one way or another and rafts up in big bundles to float about at will of 
wind and current. 

A lone young caribou/reindeer running around Sisualik Spit for awhile today. No one 
caught it. 

Caribou reports from up Noatak River getting more numerous and intense and closer 
to the village. A first boat load of meat got into Sisualik neighbors today. There will 
be much meat gathering effort from Kotzebue and around here this coming week as 
hunters try to get meat while they are fat and close. 

August 29 High 66º F 
Low 40º F 
Fog a.m., clear, sunny 
NW wind to 18 

A very pleasant Sunday with warm sun and cool winds. There was very light frost 
last night. 

Table net hasn't come up with any "real" fish the last couple of times set, only 
flounders and grass. 

Blackberries improving right along. Looks like we may have enough after all. This 
week will tell the tale. It also will be a week to begin on whitefish and waterfowl. A 
few ducks and/or geese for the freezer. 

A few flowers of various species still blooming and the leaf colors of fall are with us 
strongly. Bright reds, yellows and a background yet of green. 
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A neighbor gave us half a caribou from the first Noatak hunting boat. It is always 
great to have fresh meat. 

Summer people slowly moving back to town. We will soon have only our residents 
for the Fall and by the end of October we will be gone to the security of our Spruce 
patch. 

August 30  High 55º F 
 Low 37º F 
 Fog/clouds a.m., clearing
 NW wind to 20 

   

A nice day after a rather wet early morning beginning. 

Hurray!! The blackberries have gotten good (firm & sweet) even around camp on 
Carrie's 80 acre allotment. We are after all going to have a good harvest of 
blackberries as well as salmon- and blueberries. 

Cranes are moving south on the afternoon westerlies of yesterday and today. Fall 
colors are full on and passerines for the most part are gone. 

Caribou harvest by boat from both the Kobuk (above Kiana) and Noatak (above the 
village site). Various reports of degree of fatness have filtered down. Samples of 
meat we've been given indicate moderate to low fatness for bulls at this season. This 
may be due to the relatively dry season we've had. We're hoping their movement will 
take them in our direction. 

Fishing continues good at Anigaaq but not much in the ocean. Our catch was two 
salmon and 100 Starry Flounders. 

The month closes down with lots of hope for September with caribou near, 
waterfowl moving, and fall fish plentiful. 

August 31  High 56º F 
 Low 38º F 

Clear
 N wind to 20 

 

A very beautiful last day of August, breezy, warm sun, very low water, very good 
blackberries, and a whitefish net in the water at Anigaaq. The question: Will the bear 
check it before we do? 

There was a very large fresh bear track on the beach below the line of last evening’s 
wave action. The bear must have made them just before daylight this morning. It had 
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fed on the large, last remaining walrus carcass at Akulaaq and then had 
beachcombed toward Sisualik, nearly as far as the first occupied camp to the west. 

The Flying Squirrel turned up at the Ranger Station again this week and after talk 
with two folks that saw it and comparing pictures of Red and Flying Squirrels we 
believe that it really is a Flying Squirrel and will therefore be the first documented 
occurrence of the species on Cape Krusenstern National Monument. 

That will make August, 1993 a bit more prominent in the records of interesting 
happenings for the month and years. 

Tundra Swans have turned up finally. A flock of about 80 have been on the distant 
back mud since yesterday. A few more joined today. 

Passed through Snoopy's last resting place (under autumn leaves) and was surprised 
to see several dozen Monkshood (Aconitum delphinifolium) in full blue blossom. It 
was rather startling to see so many freshly flowering plants amid the fall coloring of 
willow leaves and yellowing grasses. 
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September 

CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 


SEPTEMBER 


September 1 High 50º F 
Low 38º F 
Cloudy 
N to NE wind 18 

A first check of Anigaaq whitefish net produced 1/2 sack of good big whitefish and 
100 or so flounders. There was also a small Sheefish. What becomes of these 
impounded Shee through the winter in that system is a very interesting question. 

A 3" mesh net put in the ocean produced the first multiple Saffron Cod catch of 
eight, which provided our first Cod liver tiŋulik (blackberry, cooked mashed cod 
livers). 

A few flowers and passerines continue to "be around" but both are getting 
progressively more scarce. 

Caribou rumors continue. Getting a little closer each telling. 

Waterfowl numbers of various kinds are continuing to build in our back mudflat 
areas. Geese, cranes and Tundra Swans, Northern Pintails, Wigeons and Green-
winged Teal are finally moving into Delta staging areas. 

Another legal duck season opening has come and gone without sound of a single 
gunshot being heard. There is hunting taking place down in the area west of the 
Ranger Station and Noatak Delta. 

There was a 12" male char in the tomcod net in full breeding plumage and flowering 
milt. This seems small size for sexual maturity. 
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September 2 High 43º F 
Low 33º F 
Cloudy, rain, snow! 
N to NE wind 20 
W wind 30, late p.m. 

A day of mixed snow and rain. Higher elevations got a ground covering snowfall. 
These cool temperatures unusual, but last year was similar. 

The extreme low marine water system from north wind gales has left us with lots of 
mudflats and lots of staging waterfowl this week. 

News today that caribou have passed Kivalina en route this way. 

Nice large Saffron Cod in the ocean. They and their livers taste good and it is the 
season to hang some for half dried and freeze dried again. 

Good catches of whitefish continue at Anigaaq but only a few nets out, as people are 
waiting another week or so to sack them up for Winter quaq. Weather is wet for 
drying fish. 

Haven't seen a small land bird for a couple of days. Various sandpipers and plovers 
still about and probably many Dunlin, Long-billed Dowitchers and some Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers on our now extensive mudflats. 

Update on caribou, approaching Rabbit Creek. This side of Red Dog Road!! 

September 3 High 46º F 
Low 25º F 
Squalls, sun, snow, rain 
W to NW wind 35 

Maybe a record low for a September 3. After a yesterday evening of mixed rain and 
snow, the overnight low produced frozen ground, heavy frost, slippery planks, ice on 
the outside water buckets, and a thickness of ice on Terry's water bowl that could not 
be broken. Several large lakes had ice clear across and the lagoon had some large 
sheets of ice for awhile. By afternoon all of the ice in water bodies was gone. Did we 
dream it? 

Very surprisingly, the close by big blackberries have remained tolerably firm. Some 
blackberry picking will continue. 

The strong winds associated with the squalls were somewhat expected with the much 
milder weather forecast. 
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No fishing or duck hunting today due to strong winds and wet showers. 

The back areas are looking much better with staging waterfowl and the expected 
mudflat birds that normally are on scene for the first week of September. 

A lone Whimbrel has been around the backyard for several days. 

September 4 High 47º F 
Low 37º F 

 Squalls again 
W-NW wind to 25 

Another day much like yesterday with frequent showers of rain with a little mix of 
snow. Wet and cold with large ocean swells and moderately high marine water level. 
Pretty wet and cold to "play out" though there are numerous things we should be 
doing. 

Today it seems there is a contradiction of the good news from yesterday of the 
caribou having crossed the Red Dog haul road. It is now said by Kivalina people that 
they have piled against the haul road, not crossing it. Kivalina people may herd them 
across today. Don't know the future with these kinds of decisions. I suppose they are 
appropriate. Since the obstruction was made by people, then measures taken by 
people to breach the obstruction is apt. 

Geese are beginning to feed in the blackberry areas in earnest. Ducks remain on the 
scarce side in Sisualik. 

There are many Dunlin on the mud of lake margins today, rather than the mudflats 
they were using yesterday. 

A bear is said to have entered a Sealing Point storehouse and taken out some seal 
skins prepared for making rope. The household, including a dog, were not alerted. 

Caribou have arrived on area from East Noatak Delta to Fish Creek. A couple of 
good bulls taken from our son's cabin, and other camps in the area report bands of 
caribou here and there. 
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September 5 High 48º F 
Low 31º F 
A few clouds, sunny 
N to NE wind 15 

A quiet ocean today for a change and one traveler made good use of it by traveling 
home to Kivalina with a boat load of caribou from Noatak! A most unusual situation 
to say the least, since caribou in numbers are quite close to Kivalina. This hunter 
headed for caribou on the Noatak before they turned up at Kivalina. It will probably 
be a little embarrassing to turn up with a boat load of caribou from Noatak while live 
ones are running around the village, but that's the way it goes. 

Caribou in numbers have turned up last night and today in the NW Kobuk Lake area 
between little Noatak River and Ivik. The first were mostly females with calves. 

More Tundra Swans turned up in back mudflats. Probably 200+ now and geese have 
begun to feed on frost-sweetened blackberries in earnest. 

Maybe this week we will try to get a few geese for the freezer, though with caribou 
to anticipate, whitefish to work, and the normal chores to keep up with, one wonders 
where the time will come from. 

Sealing Point and Salluqmiut got caribou from Red Dog road area - a long ways to 
hunt by ATV. 

September 6 High 54º F 
Low 36º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
N to E wind 18 

A very, very wet morning and very, very low marine waters. One must use the 
"outer" trail to Kotzebue. 

Lots of waterfowl in the back "basin" areas where ponds of shallow water remain in 
the mudflats and Potamogeton grows. Pintail seem scarce but Wigeon are in some 
huge flocks. Lots of geese working on the berries too. 

No "new" caribou news but they are still around north of the east Noatak Delta area. 

Those hunters from Krusenstern that got a bull each yesterday went more than 10 
miles up the Red Dog Road before they saw caribou. 

A few have been taken along the Noatak River in the lower Canyon area. They can 
be expected to show up most anywhere in the region for the next month or so.  
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An unusual catch in the table net today. A colored male and female char. The male a 
real "slink," seemed really spent, the female in better shape but with maybe half her 
eggs gone. Would this be a pair that began their spawning going up river as other 
overwinter fish were headed out to ocean feed? Can't imagine male surviving another 
winter before feeding. 

September 7 High 54º F 
Low 46º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
 Clearing p.m. 
 Calm early 

SW wind to 40 

A surprise and dangerous wind today. After a morning of very light N and NE winds, 
shortly after noon it suddenly began to blow from the SW and within a few minutes 
wind was up to 40 knots. Waves built quickly on the ocean and the lagoon went from 
completely empty to full in a couple of hours. A couple of boats, neighbors and 
family were just about to start off for distant places and luckily did not go. We hope 
all other boats were as fortunate. 

Air has warmed considerably and blackberries are even firming up again. Fair 
numbers of Long-billed Dowitchers and Dunlin are still around. Lots of larger 
waterfowl now, but coastal passerines and Arctic Terns are all gone. 

Waves had gotten to grass level by early evening for the first time in awhile. We may 
get a few clams out of this one. 

No new caribou news, but it is expected that they will turn up in new places any 
time. 

Bear tracks have increased around the remaining dead walrus carcass. Some small 
tracks. 

Before sundown this evening we witnessed one of the unique "waterscapes" Sisualik 
is known for. The SW wind stopped abruptly. All water surface got shiny. The ocean 
had huge mountains of white topped breaking swells the fronts of which were nearly 
touching the grass line while the lagoon high water was just glassy level. A real 
contrast of water surfaces in the absence of wind. The sea really is the ocean and you 
know it at times like this. 
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Journal 

September 8 High 50º F 
Low 46º F 
Cloudy 
E-SE-SW wind to 30 

Marine water level down but inshore winds continued through the day. 

A fairly calm night and a pre-daylight switch of wind to south swamped a family 
boat (son’s) at Fish Creek on Kobuk Lake. Boat was retrieved by evening but 
damage will be considerable. 

A bull caribou was seen from Sisualik. It probably wasn't killed though we are not 
sure of that yet. 

Most activities at a kind of stand still due to unsettled weather at various locations 
and conflicting logistics. 

Anigaaq folks made maybe their last visit for the season, as the station is closing 
down this week. 

Checked for clams this morning after high swells of yesterday. No clams. A couple 
of broken Telemassus Crabs but no mussels or clams. The swells were too quick to 
come and go to do the dredging necessary. 

The only bear tracks on today’s new beach were at a far west campsite. 

Lots of L.B. Dowitchers in nearby dry lake beds as mudflats are flooded. 

September 9 High 46º F 
Low 44º F 

 Broken clouds 
Heavy showers 
SW to W wind 18 

A fairly good day but outdoor activities interrupted by pretty heavy showers. 

Water levels have remained high but not flood level. Waterfowl feeding areas 
restricted; mudflats unavailable for shorebirds yet. 

A small bear entered an oil/dried meat cellar at Salluq and took out a barrel, but 
didn't open it when camp dogs barked. 

Fishing reported good at Anigaaq but wet weather causing fishers to hold off. The 
time is here to start sacking fish to make good smelly winter food. 
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An unusual event today. I had two freshly killed juvenile Canvasback ducks in hand. 
One may have been capable of flight the other not quite. This is another first for this 
area. This species has been increasing in this area each spring for the past 10 years. 
The fact that it does not have an Inupiaq name indicates its recent shift of range. 
There have been sightings of females with newly hatched young, but to my 
knowledge there has not been actual proof of birds fledging in the Sisualik-Kotzebue 
area and joining the south migration. This range extension with reproduction has 
been hoped for but up to now had no proof. 

This late date of fledging maybe the reason this species has not been resident 
historically. It seems to put them in the same class as Red-breasted Mergansers and 
Tundra Swans, which are notorious for having late broods that in years of early 
freeze may not survive. We have had freeze up as early as September 16, only a 
week from now. These birds were in fair condition, building body fat, but a long 
ways from having enough to head into migration. 

September 10 High 46º F 
Low 36º F 

 Broken clouds 
 Light winds 

A town trip and a fine one a that. Smooth water all the way over and back. 

Lots of Spotted Seals in Kotzebue Channel (100's). Probably feeding on herring.  

Water level holding fairly high. Just right for traveling, not enough for ducks and 
shorebirds. 

Several crane flocks moving south this PM. 

Set our best whitefish net a Anigaaq after getting home from town. Fish right away.  

Not many new bear tracks at that location but lots at Akulaaq where the last two 
walrus with a little meat on remains. A new problem in the form of two new drifted 
in Seal carcasses from the last storm in the Sisualik area. Bears will probably be 
looking them up if they get wind of them. 

A new story today of caribou at the Aggie (Iggisisauq). Some crossing the Noatak to 
our side. It sounds good. We have another two weeks or so for good bulls. 

It is good to have a quiet ocean for awhile. 
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September 11 High 48º F 
Low 40º F 
Cloudy, some rain 
E to SE wind 18 

Started off with dry winter parka to check the whitefish net at Anigaaq this morning. 
Lots of bear tracks on the beach in the early morning light. It started to rain just as I 
got to the net which was loaded with fish. It rained hard for the full hour it took me 
to unload the net. There was probably 200 lbs of fish. A real good catch for one net 
overnight. My winter parka was quite wet! A mile down the beach trail toward home 
met another 4-wheeler and wife, lights blazing and making gestures. I stopped to find 
out what was going on. You may have guessed it - they had two bears running on the 
beach ahead of them (towards me) that turned off to the lagoon beach just before I 
came in sight. They were 2 to 3 year olds sticking together. I'm so glad they didn't 
check my net early this morning before I got there. It would have been a mess! 

A few duck hunters around today and more ducks in more places than we have seen 
so far this fall. 

It was quite dry (the ground) when I got home from the net check. Though it rained 
hard for two hours at Anigaaq it hadn't rained at all in Sisualik. Only I and the bears 
were wet. 

September 12 High 50º F 
Low 37º F 
Clear, clouding over 
E to SE wind 15 

A fine day but changeable. Neighbor moving to Kotzebue, as are other "summer 
people" from camp. 

A report today of three emaciated (starved) puffins picked up dead from the beach 
last week. First seabirds found so far this fall. Very great numbers of Spotted Seals in 
Kotzebue Channel may be related to this. They are probably after Herring and 
Saffron Cod and the concentration of seals is early and extreme which could mean a 
shortage of more marine oriented species offshore such as Arctic Cod, Sand Lance 
and Capelin, which are Puffin feed. 

No new caribou news except that they are still around, but mostly in inaccessible 
places. 

Whitefishing still good and will get underway in earnest the last half of this month. 

A half shackle of net caught 18 salmon west of us yesterday! 
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Hatchery having a good run of their fish in this week and egg take activity is intense. 

First fall catch of seal yesterday with a catch of two Spotted Seals by neighbors and 
another neighbor saw a first young uguruq for the fall but it escaped him. 

September 13	 High 50º F 
Low 42º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
SE wind to 40 

A town trip by plane for the wedding of a middle granddaughter. 

Things went well except for weather that went to high winds, rain and very high 
marine waters, boosted somewhat by high fresh water river run off. 

The wedding was quite an unusual affair. There were three local denominations 
involved. Very many guests, lots of presents and something to eat for everyone. 
Family of the bride all quite exhausted by midnight. 

September 14	 High 48º F 
Low 40º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
Some clearing p.m. 
SE to S wind 15 

A full day of waiting for wind to drop or change from crosswind direction. We 
finally made it home around 9 p.m., with a crosswind of near 25, to a fairly flooded 
marshland area and the ocean wave line not far from the sod edge. Only a few points 
of land were showing on Kikiktaichaiq island. The flight was good but left the 
feeling that we probably should be going the other way because there was so little 
dry ground showing in Sisualik. 

Lots of ducks on Kotzebue Airport ponds. 

September 15	 High 50º F 
Low 40º F 

 Cloudy, clearing 
S-SW-W wind to 18 

A challenging day today. As mentioned, on our flight in last evening flooding was 
taking place. Wind continued above twenty from S as waters and waves continued to 
rise. We turned in about 12:00 midnight with the waves not far from our bed. Slept 
well and sound till 4:30 and woke with a start, realizing even in sleep I guess that 
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wind direction and wave tempo had changed. Winds had been from the relatively 
safe SE to S quadrant and had now switched to the dreaded direction of SW, towards 
the open mouth of the Sound. The waves began a clinch towards grassland, but 
slowly, as wind was not much more than 20 knots. Couldn't take a chance and go 
back to sleep as I didn't want to wake with two feet of water on the tent floor. As 
daylight came on it could be seen that back marsh waters were also higher than last 
night. Both water and wind began to drop rapidly about 10:00 AM and the sun came 
out warm in the late afternoon and Sisualik was soon back to its' normal shape and 
form. Made it again! 

A little later news came on the CB that Anigaaq Channel was open! What a 
disappointment! All those fish about to go free. Then a call for help to shovel it 
closed. A couple of hours later word came through that it had been secured. 
Everybody is so very happy about that and are very grateful for the workers that did 
the job. There is a lot of fish to be picked up. 

As the water drops down to normal thee are some ducks, geese and swans around, 
but not many today. 

We are promised snow showers tomorrow. Fall fishing, caribou and waterfowl 
hunting will get underway in earnest now if the weather will permit. 

September 16  High 40º F 
 Low 36º F 
 Cloudy, squall 
 NW wind to 50 

An earthquake today! Snow squalls today! 

Our neighbors felt the earthquake (inside their house). We did not; we were outside 
walking around. We don't often have quakes here. Center was 35-40 miles NW of 
here. 

We had snowflakes but no ground cover. Upper levels of coastal mountains are 
white again. 

First Snow Buntings in the grasses today. Also a single flock of nearly 40 cranes 
moving south on the gale winds. Several swan families newly arrived in back marsh. 
There are some small cygnets, others larger, with 4, 3 and 2 cygnets in the three 
family groups noted. First families with young that we've seen this fall. No 
competition for seed in the grasses, by other passerines. There are none here. 
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A windfall of whitefish for those that worked the outlet at Anigaaq yesterday. When 
water went down lots of fish left high and dry for the taking. Gulls, people and bears 
in that order got their share. 

The Tower at Sealing Point now (after the last storm) a Northern Tower of Pisa. 

Four Pintails taken yesterday and today are well fattened for south flight. 

September 17 High 42º F 
Low 30º F 
Squalls, showers, snow 
NW wind to 20 

White ground this morning and snow and hail showers throughout the day.  

Went to Anigaaq and set whitefish net about 9 AM. Plan to check it and not put it 
back before sundown. There is a very big, heavy looking bear track from last night 
over there and walrus carcasses have been washed away. 

Besides the big bear there are at least two other sizes of tracks. 

Fish started hitting the net right as it was being set. 

The large amount of fish killed over there as water dropped when they stopped the 
outlet from opening has attracted the largest flock of Glaucous Gulls I have ever 
seen. There are thousands but don't know how many thousands. Maybe five or more. 
Though most are Glaucous there are a few juvenile Slaty-backed, Mew and Herring 
Gulls. 

Snowbirds and phalaropes more common today. 

Whitefish net "over did it." More fish than I could haul in one trip and no time before 
dark to make a second trip so will have to trust that the bear goes a different direction 
tonight. 

September 18 High 40º F 
Low 34º F 
Cloudy 
W wind to 18 

The bear did not make the beach rounds last night. He probably is spending a few 
days finalizing his den because of the snow yesterday. Our fish were intact. 
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We cut, for drying, five poles of whitefish today and have ¾ of a sack left for quaq. 
The net set yesterday was timely. That is quite a catch for one net. 

Ocean still has swells that prevent a net setting there (time for Saffron Cod and 
Herring). 

Caribou news has quieted down from all directions. Kobuk delta is the current hot 
spot. 

Hatchery salmon take continues, but high river water has hindered the catch. 

We are tired tonight, haven't worked on fish to that degree for a long time. 

T. Swans back in sight again (200) and most other waterfowl species are still 
reported. 

Our ocean has not been quiet for a long, long while. It is quieting tonight. 

Nights are getting cool for tent living. 

September 19 High 41º F 
Low 30º F 
Squalls, snow showers 

 Clearing PM 
W to NW wind 25 

Snow on the ground again this morning, melted by evening, even though showers 
continued through the day. 

An adult Pomarine Jaeger around camp today, not having much luck competing with 
G. Gulls for scraps. We seldom see this species after mid-summer. This bird acting a 
bit strangely. Maybe starving or a wound, though legs and wings are intact and 
function well. Asked Carrie if we might have him as well as Jonathan for fall camp 
birds but didn't get much of a positive reaction. He is a handsome fellow as jaegers 
go. 

We also have more than the usual Snow Buntings around and the young are very dull 
colored yet. Early cold up north may have brought them this way a couple of weeks 
early. The back coloration of the young quite unbroken dark except for the white 
patches on the wings. 

Swans back in good numbers but both geese and ducks are scarce locally, though 
numbers are reported plentiful closer to the delta proper. 
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No new caribou or bear news. Some is expected at any moment every day. 

September 20  High 38º F 
 Low 25º F 

Clear 
 NW-N wind to 18 

Very low marine waters by evening. 

Some ice on edges of lakes and sloughs this morning but gone by late afternoon, 
though ground remained frozen in the shade all day. 

Set net at Anigaaq at 9:00 AM and fish were hitting pretty good right away. 
Expected a heavy catch by evening like the other day so took the cart. It didn't 
happen. We both went over and there was less than ½ a sack. 

Saw a bear behind Akulaaq Lagoon this morning and two caribou moving east not 
far from the same place this afternoon. The cow and calf looked to be in very good 
condition, bright colored hair in the Sun. There was no way to intercept them on the 
route they were using, so no fresh meat tonight. It is encouraging though to see live 
animals instead of rumors. 

Lots of T. Swans (200) and Geese in the back mudflats this evening. Ducks scarce. 

Two dead murres on the beach this morning and flocks of Snow Buntings. Jaeger is 
still around. 

A tub full of very large Saffron Cod late evening.  

September 21  High 40º F 
 Low 26º F 
 Squall, snow, clouds, sun 
 NW wind to 20 

A very busy and productive day as well as a day of good news and hope. 

Caribou came into the area of Sealing Point this afternoon and the north shore of 
Krusenstern Lagoon. They seem to have come in large numbers. They are fat. 

The bear did not bother our "overnight" net so we had a good catch of whitefish. We 
filled and sewed up one full potato sack and Carrie cut four more poles for dried fish. 
I had a full tub of Saffron Cod to hang for freeze drying. 
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Our lagoon system at its very rock bottom low water due to continued N-NW winds 
over a wide area. Swans, Geese and Dunlin make good use of these low water 
periods foraging on exposed aquatics (Potamogeton). 

We did not put our net back out as we have had enough working fish for awhile. 
Emphasis will now be on waterfowl or caribou for awhile. 

Though we had snow showers regularly through the day, the sun, when it broke 
through, melted the snow before the next shower. 

Found a large broken piece of mammoth ivory on the beach yesterday (35 lbs). It is a 
beautifully colored piece. 

September 22 High 40º F 
Low 29º F 
Cloudy, snow showers 
SW wind to 15 

A strong SW wind picked up before daylight (much stronger than indicated) and 
brought waves and water level up. My Saffron Cod net and push pole were at a low 
level due to moderate conditions before dark. The ocean is very unforgiving of 
laziness and/or short- sightedness. The net tangled and the pole broken, but nothing 
lost that can't be fixed. 

Our full fish racks held up well. We do need a couple of dry days for the mass of fish 
we processed yesterday. The racks are full! 

Lots of interesting caribou news today. They have moved seven or eight miles this 
way but pretty much through the foothills with none yet to the beach. The only ones 
so far taken have been from the Sealing Point side where there are some at beach 
level. The nearest to here that we know of are six-seven miles off yet. 

Geese, swans and jaeger still here even though there was two inch ground cover of 
snow till around noon. Most of it had melted by late afternoon. 

September 23 High 40º F 
Low 35º F 
Rain, snow, squalls 
S to SW wind 30 

Some very strong weather, not forecasted, from SW. High surf and now the Weather 
Bureau tells us of a low going ashore and weakening in the Point Hope area. This 
low was mentioned for the first time today. Where oh where did it come from that 
they missed it entirely until after the fact? It seems pretty poor forecasting of winds 
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and seas well above small craft warning criteria. A thousand small craft could have 
perished in Kotzebue Sound today due to a complete lack of small craft warning. 

Caribou have reached here at last, and before the bulls have gone bad. Everybody 
didn't get some today. Only one sno-go was out and animals were rather far inland. 

We got one very large bull that took most of the day to skin and pack. Several 
thousand caribou had reached the area behind Sisualik by sundown. Tomorrow may 
be a busy day for caribou hunters. 

Lots of bear tracks after a night and day of mixed rain and snow. Two were seen 
eating a seal this evening near the last camp to the west at Salluq. 

Fishing is still good at Anigaaq. 

Lots of Snow Buntings, some Red-necked Phalarope and a few Wigeon and Pintails. 

September 24 High 40º F 
Low 26º F 

 Clear, sunny 
 Light winds 

A lot of caribou in tablelands from behind Sisualik, west to Sealing Pt. Also a lot of 
workers and hunters, shooting, skinning, gutting and hauling. It has been several 
years since caribou came through here before the rut. Some bulls have swollen necks 
but have not begun fighting and mating and are fine fat meat. There are a lot of bulls 
in the group that is behind here. There are few cows and calves. The animals are 
moderately fat. Have not heard of any bulls taken with more than moderate back fat. 
That may be due to our relatively dry summer. 

Swans, Wigeons, a few Pintails, lots of Snow Bunting, some Dunlin and Red-necked 
Phalarope yet. There are also two flowering plants yet. Tripleurospermum 
phaeocephalum and Senecio congestus. Even a few flies when the sun came out. 

Ocean swells have finally quieted down. 

Fishing continues but intense caribou work right now obscures everything else. 

Saw a Pelagic Cormorant today flying west. The first for a long time. 
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September 25 High 36º F 
Low 23º F 
Clear 
N-NW wind to 15  

Caribou in Sisualik today! Several hundred in the western beach ridge area. This is 
the first time in recent history that caribou have reached this zone prior to rut. Not 
many were killed since most hunters filled their needs yesterday. The skinning-
processing of caribou is hard work, especially when bulls are targeted. 

We have taken only three bulls so far but they are very large and fat. There have 
been many, many opportunities to take others but one has only so much time in each 
day to get done what is necessary and hauling the meat is complicated by the small 
size of our ATV's. We do have everything in now and ready for a day's rest. Then to 
fish and take on some more caribou if they are still around. Freezing day 
temperatures will make storage of both fish and caribou much easier. 

Unusual numbers of phalaropes and Snow Buntings around. Some geese, swans and 
a few ducks around, but the ice on some small lakes didn't melt today so waterfowl 
time here is growing short. 

Bears still making tracks. 

A first yearling uguruq seen very close to the beach today. It was not taken. 

September 26 High 36º F 
Low 22º F 
Cloudy 
Very light N-NW wind 

A very rare extremely quiet day and evening in Sisualik. No waves, no wind and a 
near freezing temp all day. We also had our first slush ice running out which means 
freezing is not far off. 

Further north there is a Festival for this happening as it ushers in a coming new 
world, the world of sea ice and snow with its habitat for special creatures. 

Two of those creatures made the news today. A large walrus was surprised by a four 
wheeler driver without a gun while it was snoozing on the beach. The surprise was 
mutual and the walrus waited while the hunter buzzed up to the nearest neighbor to 
borrow a gun. He did, however, begin to move off as the rider returned and 
chambered around into the weapon. The shot only wounded the animal. 
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A different ATV driver ran over what he thought was dead bird on the beach but 
then it jumped into the water and dived. It was a cormorant. 

Several thousand caribou have returned (from here) to the area around the Ranger 
Station and were around there all day without much disturbance. 

September 27 High 40º F 
Low 31º F 
Cloudy 

 Light winds 

Walrus today! The hunter that wounded the walrus yesterday evening went over the 
same way just after daylight this morning and found the walrus up on the ground 
near where it had been yesterday evening. It was still alive and he finished it off. It 
was a large old male with a single half tusk on one side and none on the other. It was 
quite fat, surprisingly. All able-bodied hands in Sisualik were rounded up and the 
huge animal was cut into small enough pieces to handle and then the pieces were 
divided among all present. It is a great treat and rather rare but regular between the 
last week of September and mid October. This the period when walrus north of 
Bering Straits move south and a few strays-yearlings and some very old animals, 
both male and female, wander in to our area and often haul out on the beach for a 
rest. Some falls three or four are taken here. Some falls none. 

Caribou have pretty much disappeared from behind here but have collected together 
just west of Sealing Point. 

September 28 High 38º F 
Low 27º F 
Clear 
N wind to 18 

Freeze-up seems underway and with it comes first news of strong bull caribou smell. 
This is a full two weeks earlier than most years when October 14 is a kind of cut off 
date for the taking of bulls for human use. 

Had a good over night catch of whitefish at Anigaaq, a sack full, and this afternoon 
more than twenty Saffron Cod in the ocean net. 

Swan families still around in good numbers. Some adults with 3-4 cygnets. Fifty or 
so Wigeon feeding on what swans drop. 

A good flock of Dunlin (30-40) still working thawed mud. 

Some ice in small lakes and patches in the inner lagoon areas. 
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Caribou thick behind and just west of Sealing Point. Also saw several good bunches 

inland between Sisualik Peninsula base and Ranger Station. 


No Bear tracks on the beach this time. Caribou guts and heads keeping them 

occupied I guess. 


Another young uguruq seen but not caught today. 


Lots of different food gathering in Sisualik this fall again. 


September 29 High 34º F 

Low 21º F 

 Clear, clouding 
N to E wind 18 

Spent whole day cooking our share of walrus. Looks like it will be worth it. 


A number of caribou in sight from here today (100+) and an interesting report that 

the main herd west of Sealing Point is headed this way again. This seems to be the 
year of the caribou for Sisualik. 

Slush running this afternoon in the ocean and a short set of the Saffron Cod net 
caught only two flounders and nothing else. 


Lagoon water very low and large sections are iced over. 


The ice on a small fresh drinking water lake was about 2”. Was surprised at the 

thickness. 


A couple of boats that wanted to be out are stuck in the lagoon. Temporarily at least. 


Lots of Snow Buntings, some swans, some Wigeon and Dunlin. A surprise today 

was a group of five Snow Geese. 
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September 30 High 38º F 
Low 28º F 
Cloudy, fog, snow, rain 
NE wind to 55 

A rather intense closing down of September, weather-wise, beginning in earnest 
about 3:00 AM. A flapping tent and remembrance of things outside not tied down 
prompted an early rising. Snowbanks and drifting snow were already in progress. 
The high wind warning didn't come till near noon, after we had 50 knot winds for 7 
or 8 hours. 

Marine waters got to an unusual low level today due to the effect of strong NE wind 
on an already N wind low stage. 

Some phalaropes and Snow Buntings along the beach today. 

Caribou that were said to be moving this way quite rapidly hadn't given a reading by 
3 PM due to near blizzard conditions and restricted visibility. Some were reported 
walking toward Lena Jones' camp. 

This a hard day for late swan families but they do have broad areas of unfrozen 
aquatic plant habitat. 

273  



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal 

CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 


OCTOBER 


October 1 High 42º F 
Low 34º F 
Rain, snow, clouds 
E-SE wind 45 

Pretty rough weather on land or sea. The quick change in marine water level quite 
remarkable. Last evening at 11:00 PM it was still at "rock bottom" low. Between that 
time and 8:00 AM this morning the water had come up and waves coming ¾ of the 
way up to grass zone. Storm center due to pass us closely this afternoon. Hope it 
doesn't mean a move to the dome. 

Caribou passed Jones Camp going east all day yesterday, a steady stream. Caribou 
presence not mentioned from any other camp west of the Noatak. Don't know if all 
of our caribou have moved east or not. Time will tell. 

Ice is pretty much gone or mashed up and only a few new snowbanks remain after 
the day of rain. 

Hope the rest of October is better than this AM. 

Turns out the PM is not a whole lot better, with south winds still gusting to 40 knots. 

One thing on the better side is that the high wind warning issued by the Weather 
Bureau last night and this morning is canceled. Hope we see some sign of that soon. 
A switch to SW at this wind speed will give us trouble. 
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October 2 High 40º F 
Low 34º F 
Cloudy, snow, rain 
W-NW wind to 35 

A day of very big swells with high water. The tops reached the sod bank but didn't 
go over, we are glad to say this time. High water from rain and melting snow in the 
creeks were adding to marine waters to give near flood conditions, but the wind 
switch to NW from SW before increasing saved us. We couldn't take SW to 35 
without flood damage. 

Ice in lakes and streams has broken up and melted, as has the snow. Freeze up must 
begin over again. 

Swans, with a small retinue of Wigeon, are in the now-thawed backyard ponds again. 
This seems an annual October happening. Young swans not quite ready to make the 
long migration flight, struggling to keep feeding habitat from freezing and Wigeon 
following them around, picking off the surface the leftover fruits of the swans’ 
longer underwater reach. 

Anigaaq and Akulaaq outlets are still secure in spite of high water, so far as we 
know. 

We will hope that the rest of October is better than its beginning. We have had 
enough wind and waves for the year. Our inland cabin will be fine again when we 
can get to it. If the bear has left us anything! 

The death of a relative, friend visiting Sisualik west camps added an additional 
burden to a bum day. 

October 3 High 38º F 
Low 30º F 
Showers, clouds, sun 
Light W wind 

A beautiful day and further improving by more sun time. 

The wonderful "fruit of the storm" were there, abundantly! The fine, large, white 
Mya Clams that we get only after certain storms were on the beach in the "shadow of 
the shoals" on the ocean side of the Point. Several 50 gallon drums full could 
probably be gathered. It took only 20 minutes to pick up a 5 gallon bucketful. We 
only take as much as we can eat in a couple of days, for we haven't found a method 
of keeping them well. 
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Water level and ocean waves have both gone down and much shiny water surface 
has been visible through the day. 

No current bear, caribou or fishing news as people recover from extended storm 
conditions and get things back together. 

We would like to be permitted a town trip tomorrow, but weather will have to be 
extra good. Some time this month we will hope to get to winter quarters and we may 
need more gas and propane. 

Compared to the last few rough, stormy, and worrisome days, this one has truly been 
a restful Sabbath. 

October 4  High 34º F 
 Low 23º F 
 Clear, clouding p.m. 
 NE wind to 20 

Due to last night's cold temps and forecast afternoon winds we didn't make the boat 
trip to town, but Carrie made it by plane for shopping. 

A large family boat did make it through the ice and out of the lagoon to town, and 
they got our propane for us. 

The great variation from year to year in numbers of the various species is an unusual 
characteristic of this region. This fall we have lots and lots of Snow Buntings and 
Red Phalaropes. Today there were very lots of both. It is probably a fringe benefit 
from our long and extreme on shore winds. 

Caribou reported again today at Sealing Point. Will they come by again? 

First Snowy Owl reported today by travelers from Sealing Pt. It is a bit too early to 
set pole traps. Since waterfowl are in short supply this year the Snowy Owls will be 
more valued for the good soup they make. 

The ice on most small lakes didn't melt today. Freeze-up will happen yet! 

October 5  High 34º F 
 Low 30º F 
 Partly cloudy 
 E wind to 30 

We seem to be getting more and more into an easterly mode which always means a 
delayed freeze up. Winds were quite sharp through the morning moderating both in 
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velocity and temp by late PM. The ocean ran slush all afternoon. Nothing yet heavy 
enough to allow a seal to haul out. 

Have not seen swans or geese for a couple of days which is kind of odd as there are 
yet many areas of open water and snow free berry grounds. The heavy freshwater run 
off last week after the rain and melting snow has altered normal late feeding areas 
which give access to aquatics. 

Both phalarope and Snow Buntings have dwindled in numbers today. 

Another Pelagic Cormorant (live) seen yesterday and beach dead puffin found near 
camp. 

Few people traveling today as various activities this first week of the month have 
people busy in town. And other places. 

Sacked up our good crop of dried whitefish today. Whitefish, salmonberries and 
caribou are our big food reserves stored this '93 year. 

October 6 High 36 F 
Low 32º F 
Heavy clouds, rain/snow 
E-SE wind to 20 

A very wet and disappointing day weather-wise. We had a fair ground cover of snow 
this morning with more falling. It soon changed to half rain then straight rain and 
continued unabated into evening. Water puddles on the surface formed because of 
frozen ground and the whole day was so wet and miserable that only inside activities 
made any sense. 

Rather heavy slush ran by for several hours. Still none of the pans in it firm enough 
to support a seal. 

Saw Red-breasted Mergansers, phalaropes and a Gyrfalcon today. 

This was probably the first day since the snow melted off the beach gravel last spring 
that there has been no traveler passing our camp through the beach. 

The very inner reaches of the lagoon still have covering of ice. 

No exciting reports from anywhere this day as everyone sticks close to home. 
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October 7 High 40º F 
Low 35º F 
Some clearing, cloudy 
S wind 15 

Some good periods of dry air today. Even some sun. 

Very high marine waters and freshwater systems. 

Lots of ahaaliq (Oldsquaw) along the beach and still a few phalaropes. 

Many folks in town today for the funeral of the woman killed in accident west of 
here. 

All of the snow is gone and we'll have to start snow cover all over again. 

Our end of the lagoon still iced over with broken chunks. Most small lakes are still 
holding their ice. 

Tried net in the ocean but got one duck (aahaaliq) and a flounder with no Saffron 
Cod. Didn't put the net back and released the duck. 

There are a lot of adult Glaucous Gulls around yet. They usually begin to thin out 
around this time and leave only birds of the year. 

There are very warm temperatures around the state, including here. We can usually 
walk back to the hills on the ice by October 4 or 5 and one year a bicycle traveler 
made the ice crossing from Kotzebue on the 10th. There is no ice at all on that 
section of trail right now. 

October 8 High 40º F 
Low 30º F 
Sunny, scattered clouds 

 Light winds 

A day of pretty good weather for a change. A warm sun too. 

Set net at Anigaaq late morning and checked it late evening. Result was half a loose 
sack of fine big whitefish. We made a pot of boiled "incidental catch" after I got 
home and was it good! Several bullheads with big eggs and liver, flounders that were 
very thick-meated and fat and even a large Saffron Cod with big meat and eggs. 
Truly a fall fisherman's pot. Real diversity! 
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No more bear tracks on the beach. An increase in fox tracks though, and one or two 
have been shot at dog team camps. 

Oldsquaws and eiders showing in the ocean, but only a few scaup in freshwater 
systems. Even swans seem to be gone as freshwater feeding areas have been flooded 
for too long. 

A group of caribou seen at Jones Camp moving from west to cross Noatak River. 

Most of our snow is gone but there is still a surprising lot of ice in small lakes and 
back reaches of lagoon. 

Our ocean water level remains unexplainably high. 

October 9 High 38º F 
Low 30º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
N wind to 15 

A very steady rainy day, like you would expect in August. Freeze up seems far away. 

Checked the net at Anigaaq soon after daylight while the surface of trail was frozen. 
Had a catch, a full sack sewed up, and some over. 

Saw two great birds en route. An adult Pelagic Cormorant and a sub adult Yellow-
billed Loon. We are well within their range but don't often see them except during 
spring and fall. 

Finally a first young uguruq taken in Sisualik. 

A lone bull caribou seen at Anigaaq. 

A net in the ocean produced 8 very large Saffron Cod and a huge Herring. The 
Herring in the whitefish net prompted the setting for a short while of the herring net. 
There were more very small Saffron Cod than herring so that operation went back on 
hold. We do want some herring to salt down so we may try early in the morning. 
Herring generally are close to the beach at night. The herring size mesh also takes 
juvenile Saffron Cod so one hopes to catch a day when only herring are in the water. 
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October 10 High 40º F 
Low 36º F 

 Heavy rain, cloudy 
 Clearing late p.m. 

SW-W wind to 35 

A windy day with ocean surf up to the sod line, but not over this time. 

Anigaaq holding all right according to reports from over there. Travel that way not 
possible today with high surf. 

Our back area stayed full but not at flood all day, then rose to slight flood stage this 
PM. Freshwater systems at flood stage due to warm temps, continued rain, and 
melting snow. 

We are sure to get fresh Clams tomorrow again as the surf drops. Maybe some crab 
too. Swells have eaten away at the shoreline again. 

We are reminded that someone made the crossing from Kotzebue to Sisualik on this 
date several years ago. He did it with a bicycle on ice! Right now there is not a single 
crystal of ice on the trail! We are having a late freeze up this year. (As was predicted 
when we had cold freezes in late August and early September). 

Not much chance for travel this day. Most folks spent a second day at home around 
the stove. 

October 11 High 38º F 
Low 33º F 
Cloudy, snow, rain 
N-NE wind to 15 

A relaxing day. That is, the weather has relaxed a bit. It was neither too hot or too 
cold or too wet or too dry or too windy or too calm. 

Set net at Anigaaq and checked it in the evening. It had nearly a half of a sack, but 
not very good quality, kind of scrappy daytime fish. That was better than the ocean, 
though, where the net came out completely empty. An empty net in the ocean is 
always a bit sad. It is hard to believe that great expanse of water can sometimes be 
empty of fish. It can though as occasional emaciated bodies of sea birds attest too. 

Carrie saw a live Horned Puffin on the water today.  Very unusual in Sisualik. 

Several Phalaropes were noted passing through and a dead juvenile Red-throated 
Loon was left on water line. Maybe a casualty of the recent great swells. 
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We had a huge pot of white Mya clams again tonight. Also a product of the great 
swells of yesterday. 

A group of six Scaup still in a slough bend and a flock of five Brant or geese were 
noted at very great distance. 

A few Snow Buntings still around. 

October 12 High 37º F 
Low 30º F 

 Broken clouds 
Snow late PM 
N-NE wind to 20 

This is a milestone day again. It is the record early date, longstanding, of a dog team 
crossing (on the ice) from Kotzebue to Sisualik. This year, until last night, there was 
no ice at all. 

A full Anigaaq whitefish net again. This mornings catch filled 100 lb burlap flour 
sack. These sacks filled with fish run between 150 and 200 lbs. Hope they freeze 
soon. A couple of our oldest sacks may end up as dog feed, being too strong for 
human use. 

Bear tracks on the beach again after a long absence. A sow with a large cub got 
down on the beach ¼ mile west of the most westerly camps in Sisualik. They only 
walked a short ways east before turning around and backing off, climbing the bank to 
the tablelands. 

Another clam feed tonight. That’s four clam feasts we've had so far this fall. 

Still much duck and swan habitat available but no birds. 

Did see a small unusual bird today but no chance to get the binocs on it. Its flight 
style suggests a Merlin, as does the size. It is quite late for a Merlin, but abundance 
of juvenile Snow Buntings might make that ID potentially possible. 

October 13 High 38º F 
Low 33º F 
Cloudy, rain, clearing 
E-SE wind to 35 

Mid October is coming and going without much sign of freeze-up, except the 
absence of migratory birds. Our creeks, rivers, lagoons, lakes, and ponds remain 
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unfrozen. The ground remains soft and rain has been a part of every day for awhile. 
We are usually able to walk back to the hill (and winter house) on the ice during the 
first week of October and cross to Kotzebue on ice during the second week. Not this 
year! 

People still fishing whitefish, but no freezing air temps take the edge off of that 
activity too. 

A few caribou are seen near Sealing Point from time to time but not much of 
anywhere else. 

Bears are back. A bear or bears dragged a caribou carcass or two away from the 
occupied camp on the west end of Sisualik. If this is the sow and cub that made 
tracks near there yesterday we may be in for trouble in the form of night camp 
foraging by bears. Everyone’s fish and caribou stock piles have gotten a bit smelly 
due to lack of freezing temps. 

A dog team dragging a four wheeler went by today in the rain. 

October 14 High 42º F 
Low 36º F 
Cloudy, intermittent rain 
E-SE-S wind to 18 

Another day of rain and above freezing temps. Freeze-up still on hold. Firewood 
supply getting critically low. We usually have hope of getting to winter camp around 
mid month. 

Bird life getting pretty scarce on the ocean beach. Glaucous Gull with many adults 
yet. A few Snow Buntings, ravens are the only birds to see each and every day. 

All the snow has melted, even in Noatak Village. It remains only on higher terrain. 

It seems a rather sad time, though this may be a subjective judgment. Every creature 
and living things in general seem prepared and ready for freeze up, but it doesn't 
come! It’s kind of like the whole creation is ready and waiting, and feeling "what do 
we do now?" 

Freezing temperatures will come, of that there can be no doubt. It is said by the old 
timers that very late rains and soaked ground at freeze up augurs for a great coming 
berry year. We'll hope on that. 

A dog team passed in the rain again. 
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October 15 High 40º F 
Low 38º F 

 Cloudy, rain 
S-SE wind to 18 

Another wet day. Our rainy season came really late this years. Things kind of remain 
at a standstill, waiting for temps to get better at 32º F. 

One wonders what late processes continue on a delayed freeze like this. There may 
be some effect on vegetation  -biennials and perennial may become more completely 
ready for over-wintering. 

Birds other than G. Gulls, Ravens and Snow Buntings are scarce. 

We are fortunate to have relative light winds during this period of fresh water flood. 

Daily travel to Anigaaq to check whitefish nets continue. It is an interesting fishing 
fall for that place. One can take about as many fish as you want to work depending 
only on how often you want to set your net. 

Winds are supposed to drop off tomorrow and temps begin to drop. Hope that 
develops. Snow instead of rain would also be welcome. 

October 16 High 40º f 
Low 34º f 
Cloudy, rain, fog 
SE-NE wind 15 

We add fog today to our more or less constant cloud and rain. When will it freeze? 

While traveling around a bit today it seemed so strange (lonesome?) to see mudflats, 
Potamogeton beds and algae blankets with no birds on them, completely none! This 
doesn't happen very often. 

After a nearly complete ice-freeze up sometime ago we have had a long enough 
period of rain and thaw that there is no longer any ice anywhere. Sandpipers, 
waterfowl and passerines all have ample habitat with frost free mud and water. Lots 
of very rich feed and wide roosting areas. But there are no birds! The reality of it is 
like a bad dream. A real preview of how this area would be without birds, then you 
look at the drab dry grasses and other faded vegetation and "where have all the 
flowers gone?" Then the eye catches some bright green and yellowish cream colored 
blankets between the drabness, some very bright vibrant looking patches. These 
mosses and lichens have sprung to life with the constant rain and 40 F temps. What a 
treat for caribou where ever they are. 
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Another surprise today. Two Chum Salmon and a Red Salmon jack in the Tomcod 
net. The small male Red Salmon was silvery and good cooked. 

October 17 High 38º F 
Low 31º F 

 Cloudy but clearing 
NW wind to 10 

Finally a bit of freeze. Some clearing from the West but still wet air and a mixture of 
snow and rain. Waters, both salt and fresh, nice and calm. 

Our most famous local dog musher moving from their fall training camp back to the 
Hatchery. 

We've had two boats pass to westward today. That is unusual, for mid October. 

Tried herring net this morning but got only a couple with several Least Ciscoe. 

Squirrels still foraging around. 

Last year we were able to move up to our winter house on the 18th. Looks like we 
are far from it this year. We won't break any early move records this year. 

Another unexpected windfall this late evening. Someone had a net out for tomcod in 
the camps east of us this afternoon and were surprised to find it full of great fat 
whitefish. Word got around, and around 8 PM we stuck our net out and found the 
ocean full of whitefish. The only way this can happen this time of year is when rain 
water breaks open one of the dammed coastal lagoons (like Anigaaq or Akulaaq). 
Both of those are, today, reported closed so it is probably Killikmaik, northwest of 
Sealing Point. It is an exciting time with choice fish right in camp. 

October 18 High 37º F 
Low 32º F 
Broken clouds, showers 

 Light winds 

Beautiful fish in the ocean continued through the night and this morning. However, 
swells built up and the net full of fish had come up on the gravel when the anchor 
slid. There were a lot of fish in the rolled net. Through the day we had a great catch 
with a larger mesh size net. 

These fish are very large and fat compared to Anigaaq and have some other 
characteristics that indicate that they are from a different system. 
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Several large groups of caribou are reported (by aircraft) to be near our winter cabin 
and the Hatchery. 

There are a few Saffron Cod, Smelt and flounders in the whitefish along with some 
Bering Ciscoe. 

Bird diversity not much. Glaucous Gull, CommonRavens, a few Snow Buntings and 
Ahaaliq in the ocean. 

No new bear sign. 

No ice yet, maybe tonight. 

The highest coastal hills covered with a great amount of snow. 

October 19 High 34º F 
Low 30º F 
Cloudy, snow showers 
NE to E wind 18 

The ground with a little snow on it stayed frozen till around 4:00 PM then everything 
turned black again but no rain. Our forecast indicates freeze up may again get 
underway with coming cooler temps. 

The run of ocean whitefish, so unexpected and with such a high quality and large 
size fish, seems to be winding down. We got two buckets overnight and only half a 
bucket for several hours today. Wind and current direction have changed and make 
netting more difficult. We have made three full sacks, stuffed and sewed. (150-200 
lbs each) A few other fish are incidental catch. Spawned out Chum Salmon, small 
Shee, a few Smelt, Saffron Cod and flounders and Herring. Unusually late fishing for 
Sisualik ocean side. Usually running slush and lack of fish make it not worthwhile. 

Seal hunting kind of on hold due lack of ice and fresh water flood out flow. Word of 
catch or loss of opportunity about young uguruq come almost daily, but actual catch 
has been sparse so far this fall. 

Caribou movement rumors continue and occasional strays are seen in various places 
with some taken and some not. 

Bear tracks rare these last few days. 
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October 20 High 36º F 
Low 30º F 

 Sun, fog 
S-SE-NE wind to 18 

All in all a very fine day with lots of variety. Heavy snow showers, clear blue sky 
and sunshine and then - fog! Also midday thawing and late afternoon freezing. 

Numerous boats out today for seal hunting with some success. Several young uguruq 
and a few Common Ringed Seals taken by three boats we have knowledge of. 

Late last evening we found a dead uguruq in our net. We knew of someone over at 
the Point that had shot one close to the beach with a .22 LR but didn't recover it. 
Sometimes they half sink, half float and are carried by the current. The rules are 
finders-keepers, so we are very grateful for the good shooter. The blubber will make 
fine fresh oil to eat all our frozen whitefish with. 

The ocean "windfall whitefish" dropped off today. Our total catch was three full 
sewed up sacks. A Sealing Point traveler confirmed, yesterday the speculation that 
these fish had come from Killikmaik Lagoon. It is broad and wide open after being 
closed since July. 

Anigaaq water also continues to rise. It may also break loose yet. Our now beginning 
freeze may be too late to hold the ground rain water. 

October 21 High 34º F 
Low 25º F 
Clear 
N-NE-E wind to 15 

A very beautiful day and temps working down to more normal for the date. It is 
going to freeze up after all! 

A bucket of mixed fish from the ocean today but it may be the last. One result of the 
cooling trend will be slush in the ocean. 

The rumors we have heard of white foxes around Anigaaq are true. Saw two of the 
cute little things on the trail today on the way home after picking up my nets. Since 
they were not around earlier in the summer-fall the local feeling is that they are 
moving into the area from farther north after leaving home-den sites. These "food 
migrations" before there is ice on the ocean happen rarely but regularly with several 
years between. They are a dingy white now and won't be prime until December. 
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Seal hunting continues with some success. Ice will soon be running and that 

generally means better hunting. 


Whitefish eggs have gotten very loose. 


Bear tracks were seen NW of Sealing Point yesterday. A sow with cub. 


Caribou reported in lower Noatak Canyon area. 


Adult Glaucous Gulls thinning out but an abundance of "birds of the year." 


There is hint of an active coyote in the area. Hope there is a chance to confirm.
 

October 22	 High 24º F 
Low 14º F 
Clear, some p.m. clouds 
N-NE wind to 15 

Ice making pretty fast now. This is the first day in October when temp didn't rise 
above freezing. Ice in the larger lakes and the lagoon can now, in most places, 
support human weight. Non-moving freshwater ice thicker than areas of brackish 
water (lagoons). By tomorrow one probably will be able to cross to the tablelands, 
walking, and probably the day after with vehicles. 

White fox invasion continues. We may lose any Snowy Owls caught in our pole 
traps to foxes. Did set five traps this evening so we will soon know. 

Kotzebue running ice pretty heavy today. Noatak was also running ice at the village. 

Nets that were left set at Anigaaq last night were frozen in this morning. Now they 
will have to wait till they can walk out on the ice and chop them free. 

No local caribou news and fishing activity on hold for a couple of days. 


The lack of Willow Ptarmigan is outstanding.  


Ground Squirrels were active yesterday, but today they haven't shown up. 


Dragged the boat to camp from the lagoon today. 
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October 23 High 24º F 
Low 14º F

 Clouding PM 
NE to E wind 35 

Weather Bureau credibility on the line again. Forecast was for Easterly to 15 not 35. 
It makes a difference this time of year, living in a tent. 

Was able to walk across the 1 ½ - 2" ice on the inland house trail today for the first 
time this year. That is not thick enough for vehicles but it won't be long if freezing 
temperatures continue. 

Another first today. Set the Snowy Owl pole traps last night after dark so as not to 
catch Jonathan, a raven or a falcon and found two fat adult owls before sun up this 
morning. It took most of the morning and some afternoon to pluck and cut up the 
two. 

Slush running in the ocean late PM as strong east winds brought clouds that 
hopefully will give us a little more snow. 

If things go well we will be in our winter house by this time next week. The move 
will be very welcome. 

There is a report today that caribou are crossing the Noatak in the Lower Canyon 
area to our side. That will put them around our cabin about the time we get there 
which will be fine. 

October 24 High 26º F 
Low 22º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
NE to N wind 25 

A rather fine day as the wind changed and dropped and there were some sun times 
between snow showers. Best of all we have gotten a considerable amount of new 
snow which will help on the trail to winter house, which is our next goal. I walked 
across the lagoon ice today and it seemed much firmer than yesterday. Having 
walked the back crossing yesterday we now have a near straight route to connect to 
the tableland beginning of our winter trail. Will probably make a try for the house 
tomorrow with snow machine and light sled. 

Adult G. Gulls becoming scarce, though there are many birds of the year around 
looking for a bite. 
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We are having our first pot of owl soup tonight. Will also set our traps again tonight. 
There was too much wind last night. 

We are seeing a few shrews around. 

There were W. Ptarmigan tracks in the tableland edge yesterday. 

It will be good to get up to the house and see what is going on inland, not to mention 
the luxury of waking up in the morning to a warm house instead of a cold tent. 

October 25 High 24 º F 
Low 4º F 

 Clear, cold 
N-NW wind to 25 

Well, well we are thankful for gentle bears. Made it across the thin ice this morning 
and up to the house. It was not only still standing, there was not a hole in the side and 
no bear under the house either. Actually there was no sign of attempted entry. The 
outside propane connection was bent and jerked as reported last spring, but simple 
straightening and hooking up to the bottle worked fine. 

After breaking the trail and checking the house and seeing a few small groups of 
caribou standing around, decided we should move. Went back to Sisualik, picked up 
Carrie and two sleds of stuff and now here we are. Warm as toast and trees standing 
all around. We are exactly one week later in our move than last year. 

Gray Jays are here and starving! We probably arrived just in time but Jonathan will 
miss us. (Our food, anyway.) 

We have about 4" of snow. Enough for a trail but pretty bumpy. 

No rabbits or Red Squirrel tracks. Only moose and fox around the house. 

Spruce cones again, but they don't look mature. 

Oh boy! No more tent or ocean, for awhile! 
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October 26 High 18º F 
Low 6º F 
Clear, clouding PM 
Variable winds 

Several small (5 to 10) groups of caribou in sight this morning. Lack of wind, 
snowshoes, and a white parka pretty much prevented the taking of any. Tried one 
group but they alerted at long range. 

Made a trip to Sisualik for a sled load of "necessary" things. Ocean still making 
noise, tent still flapping. 

Didn't see Jonathan today. 

There are three Gray Jays in camp. 

A young uguruq taken at the Point today. 

Our winter camp area (Sannigaruq) has small groups of caribou scattered around. 
Some bulls all worn out, with even a few dropping one side antlers. Other bulls still 
active; the small groups are females with one or two bulls in attendance. 

Willow Ptarmigan tracks are getting more and more common. 

Some netting on-going at Anigaaq though some got nets stuck by rather sudden hard 
freeze. They will need to be chopped out. 

Report of a first crossing of "ice bridge" by machine from Kotzebue to our north 
side, though the rider went up to Nelson's camp and on up to Ivik. 

Saffron Cod hooking in town. 

October 27 High 20º F 
Low -6º F 
Clear, clouding PM 
NE-E wind to 15 

Our first night of below 0 F temps. It warmed quickly as steady east winds began. 

Caribou hunting again. Got the snowshoes on and walked about a bit but couldn't 
make a close approach to the small group I chose and finally had to shoot at extreme 
long range. Did manage to get one nice fat female without a fawn. It is very choice 
meat. Wish I could have gotten a couple more. There does seem to be more caribou 
moving into the area, maybe from the north. There are a lot of bulls in the small 

290 



 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

October 

groups around here. Some still in breeding mode but most are all through with that 
for the year. Some antler shedding has begun. I saw several large bulls sporting only 
one side antler. Haven't seen any yet with both antlers off. They must feel quite light 
headed when their dueling equipment is cast aside. 

Last year our camp jays were missing. This year there were six waiting in line to 
remove the fat from the good fresh meat just brought in. It was difficult to keep them 
off. 

Carrie heard Red Squirrels today but no other birds except ravens and jays. Didn't 
see Jonathan yesterday when I was down at the tent. 

October 28 High 26º F 
Low 18º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
E to NE wind18 

Some very welcome snow today. Our trail over the tussocks sure needs some. 

Made a trip to Sisualik today and wouldn't you know it? Got both feet wet from 
overflow before we got down there. Return trip was alright, even saw a flock of 
Willow Ptarmigan. 

No caribou sign down that way but a lot just north of us. Several groups of more than 
100. 

Scattered groups of Willow Ptarmigan are around also. It is good to see them and 
their tracks around again. It will be good to have a couple in the pot some time too! 

Several crossings from Kotzebue to Kobuk Lake camps have been made in the last 
few days. A couple of boys are going to try tomorrow from Sisualik, tomorrow 
weather permitting. 

Jonathan was not at Sisualik when we were down there today. He should be fat 
enough to make it as far south as he wants to go this winter. 

The Battle of the Houseflies has begun again. After having a fire in the house for 
three days they creep out thinking summer has come early no doubt. 
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October 29 High 26º F 
Low 16º F 

 Broken clouds 
N to NE wind 18 

A very nice October day, windy in the morning and fading in the PM. Quite warm 
and pleasant late afternoon and evening. 

Quite a lot of caribou around today showing a trend of movement for the first time. 
That trend is from east to west with several large (up to 100) groups passing. There is 
a very high percentage of bulls in these groups. Shot one sub-adult reindeer male and 
one female caribou without fawn. Expected better meat. They are healthy with inside 
fat, but no back fat like the large female a couple of days ago. Saw two bulls today 
completely free of antlers. Early rut means early antler shed it seems. 

We have five very hard working Gray Jays in camp now. Jonathan should have 
followed us home. He is much more dignified. We would probably let him in the 
window like the chickadee last winter. 

Three snow machines made the ice surface crossing to Kotzebue today. This opens a 
new era of travel for any one who wants to use the trails. If one machine can make it, 
all that can follow the trail will also. 

October 30 High 25º F 
Low 16º F 
Cloudy, light snow 
N-NE wind to 15 

We are gaining a little snow cover but slowly. Overland travel very bumpy, tough on 
machines and people. 

It is great to live in caribou land again. There have been small groups around the 
cabin tree patch for the five days we've been here, and no people yet. Several larger 
groups of caribou ranging from 100 to 200 have been noted. Generally moving off to 
the west through the lower hills coming from a NE direction. There is a very high 
percentage of large bulls, some cows and calves, but very few young males. 

Have taken five animals, one male, three females without calves and one lactating 
female. The large female without calf had good back fat as expected. A much 
smaller female in the same category had a good deal of inside fat. The other two 
were very poor in stored body fat, which was a surprise. 

There are a very lot of ravens and Gray Jays about. A caribou left in the field more 
than one day can be mostly gone. Foxes are also plentiful and quite tame. 
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There is a good deal of healthy looking lichen in places where deer have been 
feeding. The late rains have been good for caribou feed. 

October 31 High 25º F 
Low 21º F 
Cloudy, snowy spells 
E wind to 18 

Warm and snowy and our inland trail is getting great, no more bumps. 

Made a trip to Sisualik today to pick up rocking chair and some other odds and ends. 
The ocean still making noise down there. No gulls in sight. 

Many small bands of caribou north of us on the Hatchery trail. 

The creek trail used yesterday to haul caribou in, looks pretty wet and weak today. I 
could still walk across the thinnest of it but if it doesn't cool off, the strong current 
will eat away the supporting ice. 

One sno-go reported in deep overflow at Sisualik Point this afternoon. Town travel 
continues. Someone was going to make a straight trail from Sisualik Point tip houses. 
If that's successful and weather cools, the Kotzebue trail will be quite straight. 

Foxes and Gray Jays eating up some of our things right in camp. That is normal for 
jays, but unusual for fox to be so brave. 

Raven numbers are exceedingly high. "Caribou country" is the reason. A newly 
killed carcass can not be left long in the field. 

An otter was on the creek near our water hole this afternoon. 

October goes out with snow and mildness. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

NOVEMBER 

November 1 High 24º F 
Low 18º F 

 Broken clouds 
Snow showers 
Light winds 

A trip to Sisualik again to have fire and clean up tent for the winter, but found 
marine overflow building again, so canceled that idea and just loaded propane tank 
and other odds and ends and ran for home. 

A caribou hunter came through camp this morning before we left. As we climbed our 
"out-going" hill we stopped and glassed for caribou. There were lots scattered over 
the landscape to the north. On coming home from Sisualik we stopped at the same 
place and glassed again. There were no caribou in sight! One hunter on a snow 
machine on a windless day can cause quite a disturbance. We later met the hunter 
and heard that he had gotten five. 

Ocean swells in Sisualik. Noisy and now gulls. 

There is lots of light fluffy snow around the country. The trail we have been running 
back and forth on has gotten real smooth. Off of it the tussocks are real hard and 
numerous. 

We had our first two house visitors today. One from Sisualik the other from the 
Hatchery. 

Hatchery person reports white fox ate most of his stored fish at Salluq. There are 
many fox. 

Here the Gray Jays and Red Fox are having their way with things left uncovered. 

Trapping season opens today. Don't know if that will make a difference now or not. 
It used to make all the difference in the world. It would appear to be a great year for 
trapping at this early date. 

Most camp people moving out from west of the Ranger Station and most in Sisualik, 
except the few "overwinter" people, are relocating. 
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Saw two Snowy Owls in Sisualik today. We had our traps set only two nights and 
caught three. It is probably a good year for these birds. 

We see a few Willow Ptarmigan each trip to Sisualik. 

November 2 High 24º F 
Low 12º F 

 Broken clouds 
E-SE wind to 30 

The landscape nearly clear of caribou - only two small groups in sight this morning. 
It is remarkable the effect snow machine noise can have over a wide area on a 
windless day. 

It was a little colder last night and creek crossing surface firmed up some.  

Now we have a high wind, flood watch warning out for tonight and tomorrow. Glad 
we're not on the beach tent anymore! Trees are swaying and sometimes shuddering 
this late evening, but it is great to be within their protection from wind and drifting 
snow. 

Town trail getting steady use. 

Heard the woodpecker again today but haven't seen him yet. 

Red Squirrel tracks and cuttings (spruce buds) near the house. 

Lots of creek melody from the good strong head of water the creek is running yet. A 
beautiful sound and there seems to be an urgency to it. Something like the ocean 
swells when they are building. Creek level is still high. 

Hope the current storm doesn't break up Kotzebue trail ice. We shall see. 

November 3 High 22º F 
Low 20º F 

 Obscured! Snow 
E-SE wind to 55 

A real "blizzard" storm. Visibility ½ mile or less all day. 

We are quite glad to be in our tree patch house on this one. Temperatures are rather 
mild, but wind quite strong and continuous. Snowfall was light through the night and 
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up till noon, but then fresh snow added itself to the already abundant ground drift. 
Kotzebue airlines canceled for the day. 

This will improve our used trail conditions, especially creek banks and deep steep 
drop offs. It probably won't do much for cross country, off trail snow machine use, 
since most of the snow is gone from tussocks. 

Saw the "house clearing" Red Squirrel today. He looks lonesome. Don't know what 
happened to the expected increase in population due to last year cone crop. 

There are cones again this year but at this date they look "un-matured" (small, tightly 
closed, dark colored). Don't know what they will look like by next month. 

Foxes and Gray Jays still eating what they can find unprotected - in camp. 

Moose sign scarce in house tree patch. Will check other areas soon. 

November 4 High 30º F 
Low 20º F 
Cloudy 
E wind to 20 

A fine day today though dull. It is mild and no new snow. It was, however, a bad day 
in the field. One of those days when nothing goes quite right. It was a very long day, 
walking (snowshoes) from 9:30 AM till 6 PM, caribou in sight all the time but never 
an opportunity to shoot anything but large bulls, which are a non-target class last 
month and this. We will be glad to see them again in February and March when their 
physical condition has improved. 

There are lots of bull around and that was part of today's field problem. Several times 
bulls spooked groups of mixed cows and calves that were the objects of the stalk. 

Our yesterday storm ran out of steam on E and SE winds without a switch to S and 
W, thereby not flooding and breaking up Kotzebue trail ice. Travel by snow machine 
resumed today to Kotzebue. 

All our tussocks are showing again today after the high winds of yesterday. 

Saw a large flock (40-50) of Willow Ptarmigan today and a Short-tailed Weasel has 
turned up in camp. 
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November 5 High 30º F 
Low 26º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
E to SE wind 18 

Another warm day with off and on light snow. 

Another trip to Sisualik for another sled load and to check out the trail after the 
storm. We need to make a first town trip and would have this week if the storm 
hadn't interrupted. We are behind in outgoing mail and town business. 

Still a few scattered caribou in our upper valley; probably mostly bulls. 

Ravens and Gray Jays continue to dominate as creatures alive besides ourselves. 

A Short-tailed Weasel and foxes continue to track up the new snow in the yard, but 
we never see them. 

Travel to Kotzebue and back continues. No first trip yet from Noatak to Kotzebue. 

Lots of open water in Sisualik but no sign of gulls or eiders. There are some hefty 
looking icebergs floating in the water. They are half grounded so they didn't blow 
away with the strong winds. 

There is still a net or two in the waters at Anigaaq. Haven't heard how the catch goes 
but must be pretty fair to justify continued use. 

Kobuk Lake Shee fishers reporting pretty good catches. 

November 6 High 31º F 
Low 28º F 
Cloudy, clearing PM 

 Variable winds 

A good visitor day. Dog teams, snow machines and new acquaintances - refreshing! 

Another nice warm day with some rather bright times. Small groups of caribou 
around the North side of the valley again. Traffic moved them off somewhat but 
there were no hunters, so they didn't move far. 

Town trail remains good despite warm temperatures and is used every day. 

Some shelf ice seal hunting is on going with moderate success. This activity unusual 
at this season, but then so is the weather. 
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Snowy Owls still moving through and white fox. A white fox was seen at the 
Hatchery this week. Maybe first since Hatchery was there. Also continued sightings 
on the coast but no report of catch yet. 

Small birds apparently absent from our tree patch except for jays. Have not seen 
chickadees or crossbills or grosbeaks. Don't know why this year's cone crop looks so 
tightly sealed, without access to seeds for birds. 

November 7 High 30º F 
Low 11º F 
Cloudy 
E wind to 10 

Continued mild and generally dull, though the sun peaked through broken clouds 
several times today. 

Trails generally continue to improve since temperature hasn't risen above the freeze 
point and promise of some fresh snow to replace what was blown away last week 
with 50 knot winds sounds hopeful. 

We hope to make our delayed first town trip tomorrow. 

Caribou are gone from our valley today for the first time since we moved into it. It 
looks kind of lonesome. Hopefully they will drift back in. There was lots of dog team 
and sno-go traffic yesterday and today through here. 

A first fresh lone moose tracks through here today. Down creek neighbors are just 
moving into their camp and it is that section of the creek that the animal has come 
from. There is a chance, from the narrowness of the tracks, that it is a calf-less 
female which we are now interested in. If it were not for our planned town trip I 
would look the animal up to see what it is. 

November 8 High 29º F 
Low 24º F 
Cloudy, snow PM 
E wind to 20 

Successfully completed a first town trip. We were fortunate to start home when we 
did, as visibility dropped rapidly just before sundown, when snow in the air became 
constant with 20 knot winds. Since the crossing has no stakes and little snow on the 
ice to illuminate used trail zone, we were glad to get to home ground trail beginning 
by visible land marks. The 9 mile crossing is nice and flat with only a short dog leg 
zag toward Noatak Delta to clear a wide open finger of salt water that intrudes into 
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the normal staked trail line. It was a good trip without excitement. All the excitement 
was in town. Saw a number of friends we haven't seen for awhile, as well as family. 

Lots of Saffron Cod hooking ongoing in town. Some had good piles of fish today. 

Some overflow slush spots are still wet. We saw a number of people using the trail 
back and forth today. 

The funeral of a young Sisualik boy who killed himself a couple days ago is pending 
and is one reason for extra traffic. 

November 9  High 34º F 
 Low 29º F 
 Cloudy, snow
 Freezing drizzle
 E-SE wind to 30. 

 
 

Too much unseasonably warm weather taking its toll again. Our creek crossings have 
thawed through again and are not useable. Freezing rain has coated outdoor things. 
One inch of new snow last night is very sticky and clings to every thing it touches. 

Surprise of surprises today! We again have a marten on Krusenstern National 
Monument! Ran across the very fresh tracks in the new snow today in the very same  
place. The first one three years ago turned up at the site of a freshly killed moose. 
There was no moose this time and no blood, but it did go through the site of the old 
kill. The evidence on the face of it could lead one to believe one, that the first marten 
did not perish in a boy's squirrel trap; or two, the marten clan enjoys a rather quick 
re-incarnation with continuous memory for places, times and events. Following the 
new tracks through the area, it is very hard to believe that this animal has not been 
here before when there was a freshly killed moose and a pile of blood. There may be 
more to this story. 

Also today a first moose sighting, at a different tree patch, and with only a brief 
glimpse before it took off. Did not get the binocs on it so unsure of the sex, though 
following the tracks give a gut feeling that it is a medium sized female. 

There were also caribou in sight again today after a two day absence. One good 
group of 20-30 and some scattered two’s and three’s. 
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November 10 High 35º F 
Low 28º F 
Fog, snow, drizzle 
E wind to 15 

A wet day with icing in the air as well as several hours of thawing, with rather 
continuous falling snow. Very sticky - great snowball, snowman weather. It was also 
a pretty good day to fall through the ice (not too cold) which I did, walking. I was 
trying to re-cross the creek after trailing a moose that looked promising. The ice gave 
way close to the bank in the place of deepest water and strongest current. It was more 
than "belly button" deep, but I had a good hand hold on a sturdy bank willow. 
Thought I heard the moose snicker in the distance. 

Well, we not only have another marten in the country, but last night he was in the 
little log storehouse next door stealing caribou fat! I'm afraid Carrie will not allow a 
live-in Marten, as she has with a chickadee, a gull, turnstones and sanderlings.  

The Moose seen yesterday at Napakturat came down to our tree patch this early 
morning and I tried to see if it qualified for our winter moose. It is only a medium-
sized animal and though I saw it several times, I was never positive of its sex. 

Lots of Snowy Owls reported on Sealing Point flats. 

November 11 High 34º F 
Low 30º F 
Fog, cloudy, warm 
S wind to 10 

A good day to travel around a bit. Snow very sticky but easy to pack for trail making. 

The Hatchery dog team was down today. They had to wear boots to make the creek 
crossing to visit. We enjoyed their company. 

Located the moose this morning just up creek in our tree patch. Don't know why it is 
so hard to sex this moose. A rear view today didn't give any hint of white or light 
coloring under the tail. Part of the problem remains the fog, freezing drizzle and 
distance of observation. 

Kotzebue trail back in use again today and a young uguruq taken in the open ocean 
water not far from that trail. 

The marten made tracks through camp again. 

Land Otter tracks in the creek again.  
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Thawing of under surface ice continues with this snowy mild weather and cross 
country trail conditions remain dangerous. The heavy wet snow is making a good 
cross country blanket for much better traveling conditions whenever it does freeze 
up. 

November 12	 High 32º F 
Low 20º F 
Cloudy, fog, snow 
N-NW wind to 20 

Very poor visibility today, though not wet like yesterday. Timbered areas and willow 
patches are in a rather sad but picturesque condition. The heavy wet snow has stuck 
to leaves and virtually everything exposed to the outside air. Freezing drizzle on top 
of it has pretty well iced things up. 

Still can't easily cross the creek so didn't find out what became of the mystery moose. 

Couldn't see far through our valley, so don't know if we still have caribou or not. The 
marten was not around last night. 

Kotzebue trail was used again today, but the mud flat and lagoon shallow areas are 
still quite wet. 

It was a good day to do things in the house and if you were "playing out" it was good 
to go in and warm up and dry out. It was a day to be thankful for a warm house in a 
spruce patch in NW Alaska! 

We had six Gray Jays fighting all day in the front yard trying to determine once and 
for all whose territory this yard will be. 

November 13	 High 24º F 
Low 22º F 

 Snow, fog 
N wind to 18 

In October we complained that our meteorological mode got stuck in the "rain" 
position. Guess what! In November we are obviously hung up on the snow button. 
And that before the underneath has had a chance to freeze thoroughly. It is a worst 
possible scenario for cross country travel in the north country. Word just came by 
CB that Noatak River at the village is running ice. This, of course, is usually a mid to 
late September phenomenon. 
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Our trees and especially willows are in bad shape from heavy wet snow that stuck to 
them and weighed them down a couple of days ago, and now have more weight put 
on them with rather continual falling snow. Ptarmigan, rabbits (where there are 
some?) and moose may develop some forage problem out of this situation later on. 

The very deep fluffy snow has given small creatures (with short legs) some traveling 
problems. Fresh tracks of any kind on the surface today in two spruce patches are 
non-existent. 

This seems to be developing into a fall/winter of extremes. 

November 14 High 22º F 
Low 12º F 
Clear 
N wind to 15 

A clear day, of all things! Don't remember since when. It is surprising how quickly 
we have lost sunup time. We are down to about 5 hours again already. 

Temperatures have dropped dramatically and freeze up is on again. There is a search 
on for two Kiana travelers. This has been a worst case scenario for a dangerous 
freeze-up this fall. 

We have a real lot of fresh fluffy snow around. There has been just enough wind to 
roll it around and obscure trails, or make huge soft "puffs" in low or sheltered places. 

On a ride down toward Sisualik to break the trail and look around, a couple of side 
hill areas to the west showed caribou feeding activity. The whole country looks 
burdened by the heavy wet snow blanket. Willows, trees and tundra are white with 
snow and what’s worse, ice. All the Eriophorum and Elymus grass head stalks are 
iced, as are tree branches and any cones they might have on them. At this point it is 
not known whether this will cause problems for moose, ptarmigan or cone eaters. 

November 15 High 14º F 
Low -16º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
E wind to 20 

Our thermometer getting a lot of exercise. Our lowest temperature yet sometime after 
midnight, then a rather rapid rise as clouds, wind and snow took over the day. 

We canceled our town trip and had adventure enough just getting to and back from 
Sisualik (our first trip since the big overflow). Had to walk test the trail in a number 
of places to make sure the wetness was not deep. We found a lot of snow banks in 
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Sisualik. A huge one on the south side of our big tent. There was a lot of weight. Not 
much life down there next to the "black" ocean. With all the new snow on everything 
on land, the darkness of the un-iced ocean is quite a contrast. 

There were moose tracks on the trail as we came home but we didn't see it. The 
tracks look like the same small animal that was around last week. Would sure like to 
get a good clear look at that animal. 

Willows and trees across the country are really flattened by the heavy, wet and 
additional snow. 

The marten was back around the house again last night. I'd like to see him too. He is 
tame enough and may end up in someone’s squirrel trap again. 

November 16 High 17º F 
Low 7º F 
Heavy W snow squalls  
W to NW wind 35 

An unusual for this time of year off and on gusting, very, very stormy day. Visibility 
absolutely nil during 15 to 20 minute high wind gusts, with both flying snow and 
falling snow. There were short intervals of calm and distant visibility as both wind 
and falling snow stopped abruptly. A rather strange day, weather-wise. We also have 
reports of extremely high marine waters with overflow. 

Had an interesting adventure with a gentleman moose today. Saw fresh tracks on the 
sno-go trail into camp as I was packing it down early this morning. Not knowing 
what kind of moose from tracks, decided to follow on snowshoes in case it might be 
a choice female. It wasn't and when I caught up with them in a willow tree patch 
there were two. One male with both antlers, and one with one antler. I followed them 
around a bit and was startled to catch a glimpse of a moose through the trees with no 
antlers. Well! Were there indeed three moose? One a female? No, as I got a clearer 
look, both antler sockets were prominent. As I followed their tracks a bit farther 
there was the dark base of a very heavy single moose antler. The gentleman moose 
with one side antler had dropped it right in front of me! A first happening in this 
lifetime and a very fine gift from a real gentleman moose. I'm sure he feels quite 
light headed about it, as it weighs 30 lbs or so and since he no longer has use for it 
this year, it seems fitting that he should give it away for ulu handles, spear sockets or 
net sinkers. Taikuu! 

The marten making lots of tracks around the house, interested in the caribou 
carcasses in the storage shed next door. 

Saw two groups of caribou near the house today. These are the first for some time. 
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November 17 High 16º F 
Low -10º F 

 Clear, showers 
 Light winds 

We finally have some clearing and cooling weather. Town trail in use again by at 
least a couple of travelers. 

An interesting and mystifying report of a Kingfisher following the overflow through 
Sisualik going west during yesterday's "on and off" visibility. The observer says that 
he has seen kingfishers on TV and therefore know what they look like. We do have 
Kingfishers in this region, mostly on Kobuk creeks, but sometimes on the Noatak, 
but in the summer. 

The marten making tracks around camp yet. 

The two gentlemen moose are still on the side of the hill willow patch where I left 
them yesterday. 

More caribou bulls in sight this morning. Some small groups of 8-10, all antler free. 
A bunch of 35-40 had a number of even large bulls still with antlers. They do seem 
to be moving this way again from the west. They have a good deal more snow to 
move in order to feed than they did last week. 

We need to make a town trip again. Might try tomorrow if we hear report on trail 
condition. 

November 18 High -4º F 
Low -30º F 
Clear 
N-NE wind to 20 

A surprise low temp early this morning but it didn't stay there long. Wind from the 
mountains brought it back up nearer zero. 

We did make a town trip and it was a long one, through summer camp and then 
around through Kotzebue boat trail. It was dry and not slippery! Toward Kotzebue 
was very rough snow lumps, like February! A long day without much visiting. 

There was a small group of caribou feeding on the trail when we got home. 

There were fresh moose tracks at the first creek crossing. 
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Marten been around the house while we were gone. 

There was a lot of traffic on the crossing trail after we three first passed this morning. 

Didn't expect drifting snow today, but it did roll snow into all the broken trail, 
making the going slower and more labored. 

Overflow is still wet in places and even the ground seepage remains a problem in 
some areas. 

A group of caribou were seen at Anigaaq today. The first for a long time. 

November 19 High -4º F 
Low -31º F 

 Clear AM 
Clouding quickly PM 
NE wind to 18 

A cold night and morning with rapid warming as clouds moved in with "dusty" and 
very "squeaky" (when you walk on it) cold weather, granular snow. 

All overflow surface now frozen, so travel directions pretty free again, but there is 
another high wind, high water warning out again this evening for tomorrow and 
Sunday. The bad weather begun in September continues. 

We have a "live in" marten! When I went in to our meat-fish storage cabin he was 
inside, with no way to get out but by the door where I was. There was a lot of 
chattering, squeaking and hissing threats. There is so much quaq and stuff (empty 
boxes, parts, and keepsakes) that I couldn't see him with the flashlight. He had been 
working on a sack of dried whitefish. I went back out the door and gave him a few 
minutes to make his escape, which he did. The question now becomes, is there one 
marten only or more? They are normally rather gregarious. 

A good many caribou in the valley again, apparently moving east. 

Broke the trail, our straight town trail, down to the edge of the lagoon area today. 
Very deep snow over the tussocks and gully/creek crossings have very soft light 
snow. Some require snowshoe work. 
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November 20 High 6º F 
Low -8º F 
Cloudy, snow, blizzard 
E to SE wind 65 

A real bad storm. Winds exceeded any we've had for several years. 

The tree in front of our door that held the thermometer, chickadees, Gray Jays and 
sometimes a Hawk Owl came down. It missed everything it might have damaged, 
and since the bear used it to sharpen his claws I suppose he will miss it next summer. 

Just as the storm was beginning, we got word via CB that a traveler that left Kivalina 
yesterday didn't get to Kotzebue. It will have been a tough day for him wherever he 
is. Early in the day with temps still below 0º F and winds blowing 50 K, chill factors 
were very low. 

The Weather Bureau warned of 20 ft. waves in ice-free waters of Kotzebue Sound 
tonight, with a Nome area flood watch. Glad to be up in the mountains! 

Gray Jays were active half of the day today, then they gave up too. 

A few caribou have been inside our tree patch feeding. 

The face of the land and the sea will have changed again as result of this storm. 

November 21 High 34º F 
Low 6º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
E to S wind 40 

The storm winding down today but slowly, slowly. Temperatures rose to above 
freezing in late afternoon, but fresh, heavy, new snow began to come down. 

Visibility very poor again all day. There was a small group of ten caribou near the 
house feeding this afternoon. 

A bull moose with antlers was feeding around camp during the night and seen at 
close range while snowshoeing after daylight. Also cut across a fresh young wolf 
track near the moose. Tracks look small for a wolf and I didn't find out if the moose 
and wolf interacted at all. 

Snowshoed down the trail especially the area of entry and leaving the tree and 
willow thickets. With the strong winds, all snow that was out in the flats has piled 
into sheltered areas and made rather troublesome soft drift. 
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Gray Jays were busy with warm temps. They are the only dark spots on the all-white 
landscape, with snow particles clinging to everything. 

The marten was in the storage cabin again last night. He is quite destructive in his 
search for different foods. He may become a "too expensive" guest. 

We are glad to report that the missing traveler from Kivalina was found in good 
shape after yesterday's monster storm. 

November 22 High 24º F 
Low 16º F 

 Broken clouds 
NW wind to 30 

A little better day visibility-wise, but a lot of ground drift. 

Considerable game in the country. Saw two bull moose, five groups of caribou bulls 
and one group of females without calves that have very good meat with inside fat 
and some back fat. 

We have accumulated quite a lot of snow this last few days and trails are in rather 
poor shape. We do hope to get into town for Thanksgiving. There were travelers 
from town today in spite of 40 K south winds yesterday and last night. Last night the 
Search and Rescue group got into Kotzebue after 1 AM with very poor visibility. 

Four travelers were rescued in the region this weekend. 

The moon is finally in sight. 

Red Squirrel was scolding from his tree today and marten has made tracks through 
camp again. 

There are some huge and hard snowbanks and some sculptured bumps. Seems like 
this is going to be a hard year on trails. 

They're talking about staking trails now. That will be a great help to the traveling 
public. 
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November 23 High 18º F 
Low 7º F 
Cloud, snow all day 

 Light winds 
E wind to 20-30 (Kotz) 

A real lot of light powder snow around. It is a hazardous time for travelers since 
visibility can become nil very quickly. 

Found three caribou carcasses close to each other on our trail to the lake we get ice 
from, less than ½ mile from camp. They seem not gutted and are pretty much eaten 
up. It is kind of a mystery. A wolf has been on the scene but it is unclear how the 
animals died. There is a lot of blood on the hair of the animals that would have to 
have gotten there while the animals were still alive. The flesh was not frozen. 

Marten was around but not into things last night. Powder snow is reaching the limits 
of his big feet and short legs. 

No town travelers today. Getting in for Thanksgiving may be a chore! 

November 24 High 14º F 
Low 0º F 
Clear! 
N wind to 18 

Marten was here in spite of deep powder snow. 

Made our trip into town for Thanksgiving but getting to the town trail in Sisualik was 
tough. Very soft deep snow with no chance to locate old trail bed. Snow machine 
hood nearly buried at times. Then there was the "heart in throat" feeling of machine 
settling down into water under snow as we crossed from tablelands to Sisualik flats. 
We didn't go through. It may have been shallow, unfrozen overflow, but you never 
know and I didn't go back to check, just speeded toward better looking surface! 

We started our trip in the sun and finished it in the sun so it wasn't too bad. 

The already broken trail from Sisualik to town was real good. 

November 25 High -8º F 
Low -20º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
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There was quite a large crowd of feasters at the Old Friends Church and then of 
course was the great sharing of a second dinner with family and friends. 

It was a good day with much to be thankful for in the past year. 

November 26 High -12º F 
Low -33º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

Home again and without a mishap! Trail was blown in a bit but useable and firmed 
up with cold temps. 

A large group of caribou (maybe several 100) tracks right into Sisualik Spit! Quite a 
surprise on top of our Wednesday tracks. There were various scattered tracks up to 
our tree patch. Guess the movement is west or NW to east. 

The Sealing Point family went home today too and caught a couple of Ringed Seals 
before dark. They are probably nice and fat and the frozen liver is a special treat. 

Marten has been around camp for Thanksgiving. He didn't find much he could chew, 
as everything is frozen quite hard with the minus 30 degree temperatures. 

Ravens also having to chip away slowly to get a small bite. 

There were Willow Ptarmigan tracks for a change also. 

November 27 High -10º F 
Low -26º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

A cold day with very low chill factor temps in Kotzebue where 20 knot winds were 
blowing. We warmed in late evening (11 PM) to the high for the day. 

There are a lot of new caribou tracks around the country but the cold and ice fog 
conditions over the country associated with calm air make them difficult to see 
before they move off rapidly. 

There was an invasion of camp last night by a number of foxes. Many have been 
drawn to this area by numerous recent caribou kills. A number of snow machine 
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hunters have made kills nearby and the fresh source of food attracts all the foxes and 
ravens in the country. 

Overland traveling (off trail) is much, much better today than when we went to town 
last Wednesday. Snow has compacted and frozen in the low temps and is more 
normal than the exceedingly soft conditions of that town trip. 

No clear picture yet as to where these new caribou have come from nor where they 
are going. They are reported to be in good shape with considerable fat reserves. 

Sheefishing going well with new nets being set as colder weather has given a safer 
platform to work and travel on. 

November 28 High -6º F 
Low -20º F 
Clear, few clouds S 

 Light winds 

A month of very short daylight days coming up. The clear cold weather with near 
full moon imprints on your mind that winter is indeed here. 

We have been promised a near complete lunar eclipse tonight and though Kotzebue 
has cloud cover we may be cloud free towards the moon. 

Fox invasion continues. Marten is competing for available food. 

Twelve to fourteen bull caribou in our valley yet tonight. 

Bird potential for CBC looks pretty poor. Birds other than ravens extremely scarce. 
Haven't seen more than five Willow Ptarmigan tracks since it quit storming. Ice on 
willows, grasses and white spruce cones in many areas has sealed out birds that 
would feed on them. 

With the way willows are weighted down with frozen heavy snow and the rather 
large amount of snow for this early date, we are developing potential for a hard 
winter for some creatures. 

Heard some shots fired toward Mamailiaq today so caribou hunters are still active. 
Ravens and foxes will appreciate that. 

Snow has firmed up much since the day we went to town for Thanksgiving. Both 
snowshoeing and snow-going are much earlier. 
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Chainsaw quit and axe handle broke today. Normal happenings for first twenty 
below weather spell. 

Quite a spectacular lunar eclipse! Good show! 

November 29 High 2º F 
Low -11º F 

 Clouding, clearing 
NE wind to 15 

A rather pleasant day for traveling though somewhat "whited-out" during more 
cloudy periods. 

Made a trip to Sisualik for a number of things left behind and to pick up makings of 
Carrie's birthday dinner tomorrow. We will overnight in town for that happening. 

There has been a fair number of animals in this late movement this past week and a 
number of hunters have been out from Kotzebue and other local camps. Success has 
been good and dry cows have had back fat. 

Sisualik ocean had fine ice-free open water this morning, but I didn't see any seals. 

Our camp has taken on the looks of a fox farm with all the tracks and digging around 
the house. One Red Fox was sitting at about 35 yards off  this afternoon, watching 
me pack in a small tree for wood. 

Six Gray Jays continue to clean up the front yard. Except for ravens they seem the 
only birds in a winter world. 

My two super-insulated boots came home from Sisualik Dome stuffed full of egg 
noodles! Two Red-backed Voles were caught in a plastic bucket back in September 
in the Dome. We think it must have been them. How tragic to perish in a plastic 
bucket with all that food stored away! 

November 30 High 5º F 
Low -14º F 
Clouding PM, snow 
E wind to 18 

Carrie's Birthday. Town trip. 

Weather rather mild and trail pretty good all the way in, through Sisualik summer 
camp. 
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The snow began to fall and wind picked up late evening and our hope for a quick trip 
home faded. Our trip homeward may not only be delayed, but our good trail 
conditions are surely gone. There may be no trail at all again with the amount of new 
snow and moderate winds rolling it around. 
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CAPE KRUSENSTERN JOURNAL 

DECEMBER 

December 1 High 12º F 
Low 8º F 
Cloudy, snow, fog 
E wind to 20 

Very poor visibility today after rather heavy overnight snow with wind. We'd 
planned to go home but without stakes or sign of old trail the 9 miles of ice between 
Kotzebue and Sisualik is tough to navigate. When Kotzebue visibility improved to 4
5 miles we decided to try. We found a fresh trail going the right direction and were 
doing fine until near where we should be seeing a landmark on the other side, we 
came to a simple loop in the trail and nothing beyond. It turns out that a neighbor 
earlier in the day had tried to make the crossing and got that far and found the same 
complete whiteout that we did. He waited for awhile and not knowing just where he 
was, he had to give up and head the way back to Kotzebue which is exactly what we 
had to do too! An aborted crossing is no fun but when visibility is poor and there are 
no trail markers it sometimes happens. It is a great disappointment but "better safe 
than sorry." There is still unfrozen ocean west of the direction of travel. No home 
tonight. Even girl-girl is disappointed! 

December 2 High 10º F 
Low 4º F 
Clearing 

 Light winds 

It is good to see most of the whole horizon again after yesterday's aborted trip home. 
Turns out that if we had continued on in a straight line from where we turned back 
we would have soon hit the edge of tablelands and found our way! We were not out 
in the ocean. It was salty overflow ice we were noting. 

We found a double amount of new snow on our side of the bay. Nearly 6 in. fell 
overnight and made traveling off trail very soft and old trail mostly hidden. 

There were no fresh caribou tracks in the new snow. There were fox and the marten's 
tracks around the house. Any animal is much at risk from vehicle chase right now 
with all the soft snow. 
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Trail-travelers warning from Search and Rescue out, re-routing normal Noatak 
Village travel both below and beyond the Hatchery, due to heavy snow and thin ice. 

It is good to be home again and Terry (the dog) was glad to see us. 

December 3 High 10º F 
Low -6º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
SE to SW wind 15 

Snow again. It is remarkable how long it can continue to snow in some years. Our 
snow cover is now heavy for this month, with some 3 ½ ft. collected in timbered 
areas. Last night's addition is very light and fluffy and flies right through the snow 
machine fan. 

Only action around the country seems to be around our house, where several red 
foxes and the marten make a rather steady steam of tracks regardless of weather. 

Planned to break trail through tablelands to lagoon edge on Kotzebue trail today but 
whiteout due to fog-snow prevented it. Visibility very poor again and even 
yesterday's deep groove of trail has mostly disappeared. 

Our sun up time has dwindled sharply with only 3 hours now but will begin to 
increase in only 20 days from now. 

Have not seen any moose or caribou tracks in the new snow, though have not had 
time to look around much except on Kotzebue or Sisualik trails. 

Traveling for any surface creature is very difficult right now and most creatures that 
have a food source will predictably not move much. 

December 4 High 10° F 
Low -12° F 
Cloudy, snow 
Light E wind 

Another mild day of snow. On a short trip to pick up my caribou today with sno-go 
had an experience not known before. There is so much light fluffy snow (topped by 
another 2" of fluff from today) that a steady stream of snow funnels up over the 
windshield and all through under the hood and through the engine. Don't know how 
long one can travel before moisture in or around the engine causes a shut down. It is 
also tough on the driver as you can't see forward when scrunched down behind the 
windshield and it is worse just above the windshield in the slip stream. We may be 
near the limit of soft snow operation for some or all machines. 
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There were two good bunches of caribou close to camp this morning. Both contained 
18-20 animals. One group was mostly antlerless bulls, the other, dry females, several 
females with calves and a few bulls. The dry female I shot and skinned was very 
good meat with a show back fat. 

Caribou are having to move much snow now to feed. Flight is also hindered due to 
deep and some crusted snow. It is more and more looking like a tough winter for 
ungulates. 

Finally saw marten today. He seems light colored. Didn't have time to bring binocs 
on to him. He is curious enough. He followed my snow shoe trail an hour after I 
made it. 

Visibility got pretty good late PM. 

More wind and snow forecast for over the weekend. 

December 5 High 13º F 
Low 6º F 

 Partly cloudy 
NE to E wind 18 

Kotzebue had winds to 40 K today with drifting snow while we enjoyed the mild 
temps and partially clear sky. There was no fresh snow for change and visibility even 
in Kotzebue was pretty good for distant large landmarks. 

Was finally able to run over the land part of the straight town trail. The snow has 
settled some down that way and traveling is no longer the nightmare it was yesterday 
with the slip stream of snow dust. 

Some hunters (caribou) were out yesterday but the weatherman's forecast for today 
would pretty much discourage anyone from heading out. 

Lots of fox tracks wading through the "belly high" soft snow. There were no new 
caribou tracks south of us though there were a few animals in sight to the north this 
morning. 

Fresh meat in camp attracted a few more Gray Jays than our usual six. I thought 
marten would spend more time in camp too, for that reason, but he didn't, though he 
was around. 

Willow Ptarmigan tracks are showing here and there again but moose tracks are 
absent from this general area since the last big blow. 
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Lena Jones reports "a couple of chickadees" around her place. We have not seen any 
up our way, either around camp or in other tree patches. 

December 6	 High 18º F 
Low 4º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
 Clearing PM 

NE to E-15 

Visibility was quite poor before and after daylight so without trail to follow we could 
not do our town trip. 

The afternoon sky was a quite beautiful pink with the sun almost breaking through. 

Could not see any caribou in our valley today. That is the first time for quite awhile. 

Marten paid a visit last night to the storage shack next door. Foxes were in looking 
for scraps too. Snow is so deep that they must worry a bit when running away. 

Trail we broke down to the lagoon edge yesterday was mostly gone, covered and 
hidden in most places. Trail breaking is becoming a way of life. There is a real lot of 
snow out over the land. 

Except for foxes, a few Willow Ptarmigan, and marten, there are few marks on the 
new snow. 

There were some successful town travelers today. 

Toothache is better today. Yesterday it was a bit of a monster. 

December 7	 High 18º F 
Low 6º F 
Cloudy, snow PM 
E wind to 18 

A beautiful mild early morning. Ideal for a round trip to town for mail and shopping. 
We got an early start traveling by headlight. This is a "short day season" way to beat 
the "whiteout" problem. Our trail down to the lagoon was useable for a change, but 
the trail across the Sound was long - deep snow on our side and bad lumps with less 
soft snow on the Kotzebue side. We got in early, picked up our mail, shopped and 
were ready to head home by 3 PM. Only one trouble, nil visibility! 
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No stakes and the morning trail indistinct due to wind-rolled fresh snow. A 
disappointment to have to overnight as we are behind in chores at home. However, 
not wanting to spend the night going around circles on Kotzebue Sound where thin 
ice areas are still around, we bedded down for the warm night. 

There were fresh moose tracks, maybe two animals, on our trail out from the house 
this morning. It was an inopportune time to check them out. Haven't had moose 
tracks for awhile.  

Marten was around. He opened the sack of dried tomcod this time. 

There was a wolf or large dog track, very fresh on our way to town. We were not 
carrying a gun. 

December 8 High 12º F 
Low 0º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
S to E wind 15 

Visibility good AM so we got an early start home. Took us a long while to get there 
though. No trail, very deep snow and some overflow water under some spots on the 
bay. There was no trace of our trail from yesterday. When we got to our hill climb at 
the edge of the lagoon I detached from the sled and ran over it twice to pack it down 
for the climb. We didn't quite make it. Soft undersurface caused track to start 
slipping three quarters up the incline. We had to detach and rope pull and push the 
sled to the top. The rest of the trail from yesterday, on land, was discernable but just 
barely. We did make it home but a long hard trip for the 18 miles between us and 
Kotzebue. We are glad to be safe home again. 

Foxes have really tracked up the camp area and stole a piece of Carrie's sewing skin 
she had left out side. 

Marten came into the storage cabin to eat some dried fish again. This marten seems 
willing to eat about anything it can chew when everything is hard frozen. He and the 
foxes are getting to be rather expensive creatures to share the winter with! 

December 9 High 12º F 
Low -10º F 
Clear, few clouds 

 Light winds 

Not only pink-blue sky today but even a glimpse of sun. 
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Also news from down the creek that a young fellow found a marten in his trap this 
early morning. It made him quite happy. This incident a reminder of how one 
handles the feelings to live in harmony with the natural world. 

There were two good bunches of caribou in the valley today. When undisturbed they 
spend a good deal of their time now digging for lichens. 

Very deep, largely unsettled snow remains a blanket over the land. 

Travel warnings continue for various usual in-between-village trail sites. The late 
date that these conditions are continuing until are making this fall/winter quite 
unique. 

We have a trail toward town but as yet no broken trail toward Sisualik. The 
enormous amount of soft snow that "rolls around" at the slightest wind wipes away 
all but most recent trail breaking effort. 

News of some staking of trail to Jones Camp today. 

We have developed a Red Fox problem. We can't leave anything edible that a fox 
can reach out overnight or it will be gone. Carrie lost a piece of dyed caribou skin for 
sewing yesterday, and my sled tie down rope (old nylon) was chewed up last night. 

December 10 High 12º F 
Low 2º F 

 Clear, sunny! 
N wind to 20, early AM 

Went to Sisualik today to do a few chores and saw the bright pink-orange sun over 
open sea water for nearly 2 hours. It was quite a nice interlude after the dark, gray 
and misty weather we have been having. 

We had very strong and gusty N winds during the night and early morning. I thought 
our trail conditions couldn't get worse but the N wind did make them worse by piling 
huge pillows throughout the tableland zone. These great piles of partly compacted 
snow With still deep soft snow over tussocks make a rather "nightmarish" trail. This 
is a localized condition since the gusty winds that caused it only blow hard on the 
south slopes of mountain, foothills, and tableland terrain. 

There was still some wet overflow spots on the trail to Sisualik. 

A few local trappers have become active this week. Don't know what motivated the 
activity at this late date unless White Fox are the primary target. They are just now 
priming up. Maybe the number of fox tracks on our door step will diminish. Our 
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discard scraps don't last long when divided between six Gray Jays during daylight 
hours and an uncounted number of foxes at night. 

Marten did not make tracks last night. It is quite likely that grapevine news of the 
capture of a marten in the area is the motivation for renewed trapping effort. 

December 11 High 8º F 
Low -2º F 
Cloudy 
N wind to 20, early AM 

A mild but dull day after the brightness of yesterday. Night winds added to the 
sculptured snow trail problems. Grass tops are again showing above snow surface as 
N winds continue to whisk the loose snow away. 

Fresh moose tracks on lower creek crossing and a group of hard running caribou 
tracks on the trail near camp as I returned from Sisualik. 

Quite a few sno-go's around the country today. They are from town and are out for 
various reasons, from caribou hunt to woodcutting. There maybe some break downs 
and late returners as cross country travel still has many hazards. 

Six Gray Jays continue to work the camp clearing. They and the numerous ravens 
continue to be our only feathered friends this Winter. Other camps do report 
chickadees but we haven't seen any. 

Foxes (red) also continue to raid the camp clearing nightly. 

December 12 High 4º F 
Low -10º F 
Cloudy but sun! 

 Light winds 

Saw the whole sun above the horizon for a short while today. We are down to two 
hours and a few minutes now of sun up. 

It was a fine day for December and especially so since daylight is down to two hours 
and the moon is in its dark phase. 

Caribou hunters started shooting quite early and shots were heard till just before 
dark. Sound carried far today. With the snow depth impeding flight it is probable that 
considerable numbers of caribou were killed. 
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The moose tracks noted coming up the creek yesterday just made a loop and went 
back down the creek. It may be the medium-small maybe female followed around 
last month. May check it out whenever time and daylight permits. 

A wood hauling crew stirred up some excitement by not getting home till nearly 
midnight. One searcher got out and found them finally on a right trail to town. They 
sure earned what ever wood they got. It must have been a long day. 

We need to make another town trip tomorrow. Hope we have good luck this time. 

December 13 High 10º F 
Low -15º F 
Cloudy, very light snow 
N-NE wind to 18 

Town trip today. It turned out pretty well though we couldn't use the straight trail on 
the lagoon as we ran into a puddle of overflow under the very deep snow a mile out 
and had to return to the edge of the lagoon and travel E to intercept Claude W. trail. 
That trail across was good and though visibility was poor, the trail was easily seen. 

A good group of caribou had used our trail to try to escape from snow machines 
yesterday. 

The moose may have also come up creek again. 

Town folks are pretty much caught up in the holiday activities and of course the 
stores are filled to the brim with things to buy. 

Ravens don't seem so prominent there for some reason. Short of street food? Maybe 
pickings are better out in caribou land. 

There are a lot of snow machine tracks here and they're from weekend hunters and 
even wood gatherers. 

December 14 High 10º F 
Low -20º F 
Clear 

 Light winds 

A very bright day, what there was of it, in this last week before sun up time begins to 
lengthen again. We are down to only 2 hours and a few minutes. 

Went down to lagoon edge this morning to pick up gas we had left and found it well 
guarded by two moose, a cow and calf. One wonders why they are there where 
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drifted snowbanks are very deep, browse is thin and there is no place to hide from 
people or wolves. 

There are a lot of snow machine tracks through our valley from last weekend. Some 
fox chasers, caribou hunters and wood gatherers. 

Have noted yesterday and today marten tracks around that seem fresher than the ones 
made while the original was alive. Now comes word from a neighboring camp that 
the home folks there have been trying to trap a marten around their camp all day 
today, so far with out success. Their "boy trapper" (the one that has gotten the first 
two martens) is not home. 

There is no fresh caribou sign or animals in sight in our valley today. We will miss 
their company. 

December 15 High -5º F 
Low -26º F 
Clear, some clouds PM 

 Light winds 

Not feeling well today. Managed to get in some wood and ran Terry to the ice lake 
for a few "bags" of ice. Snow cover is so soft and deep that cracks in the ice that 
make chunks of ice easy to chip out with a pick have not formed or cannot be 
located. Instead one must chip a round bowl out of the ice lake surface and shovel 
the chips in a plastic bag. A relatively slow and hard process that makes even getting 
a load of ice hard work. It is our only acceptable camp water supply. Creek water is 
there but is too highly mineralized in winter. 

A moose went through the house spruce patch from down creek without being seen. 

A neighbor saw a good group of caribou on his way to get wood yesterday, so 
caribou are not all gone from our valley. 

There are a number of fresh marten tracks about the camp. There even appears to be 
tracks of different sizes. It seems that marten have moved onto Krusenstern National 
Monument in force. This is an interesting happening. 

We may be down to 5 Gray Jays from 6. 

Several camps from our group now have Shee nets out on Kobuk Lake and check 
them every couple days. This was not possible before the advent of snow machines. 
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December 16 High 10º F 
Low -10º F 
Cloudy, light snow 
NE wind to 18 

Finally got a good sled load of wood today, instead of one tree at a time. Someone’s 
trail into the wooded area has firmed up enough so a good load can be moved out 
over it. First trip up that way this winter and was not really surprised to see marten 
tracks and one rather deeply cut caribou trail that was fairly fresh. 

News came today from downstream neighbors that they had caught another marten 
in a trap beside their generator. It appears that we may be facing a genuine invasion 
of marten. 

Caribou are gone from our valley due to snow machine disturbance, but some may 
have just moved north, farther into the mountains. 

Tracks of all kinds, including fox, pretty scarce after the last weekend machine 
invasion. Several kill spots were noticed on the trail. 

Six Gray Jays continue active here around camps The bird that bumped the window 
must have recovered alright. 

Report of a marten taken in Kotzebue last week. 

December 17 High 14º F 
Low 4º F 
Cloudy, light snow 
NE wind to 18 

Another mild (for Dec.) day and fine for traveling. We made a Christmas shopping 
trip to town and it went pretty smooth. Did have some packed trail loss due to 
whiteout and a short drop in a little overflow puddle. 

More marten news. One of the boys at a more distant camp reports taking two. That 
makes a total of five known taken west of the Noatak River this month. Certainly a 
situation not known here in this location in this century. 

Lots of shopping going on each day this week in town as many villagers join local 
folks in Christmas shopping. It would be interesting to compare total expenditures 
with Christmas 40 years ago. 

We are doing great, weather and temperature-wise and only a few more days till 
sunlight begins to increase. 
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With one weekend of trappers and town-based sno-go chasers our near-camp track 
makers have become very scarce. 

It is good to see the moon back so quickly. Christmas week will be blessed with a 
great growing glowing orb that will remind, at least, that the sun is still there. 

December 18 High 10º F 
Low 6º F 

 Partly cloudy 
NE wind to 20 

It was drifting on the south slopes under the mountains all day today but not in other 
places. The moving air keeps us warm this time of year and the present mild spell 
through the "shortest day" period is great. We can better stand the intense cold of 
calm periods when we know the sun is on the rise. 

The folks at Sealing Point are making an over-wintering bid this year. If they do, 
even more or less intermittently, it will be a first for maybe two or three generations. 
It is a rough, exposed place to overwinter. It takes a true "salt water" family to even 
try. 

There is a report this evening of a "group" of snow machine travelers reaching Jones 
Camp area and not going up to the house. Lena thought a search crew or a military 
group. We have no hint of their identity. May be a group of teachers, workers etc. 
banded together for travel safety with dangerous trail conditions this year. 

There seemed no hunter-travelers up our way today. Not at all like last week end. 
Word must have gotten around that the game is no longer here. One wonders, at 
times like these, about the tradeoffs involved in universal mechanization. 

December 19 High 18º F 
Low 8º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
NE wind to 20 

Another mild December day. Whiteout during daylight hours, sun up for 1 hour 44 
minutes. There is only a couple of more days to lose a minute or so and then, glory 
be! we shall gain! 

Broke trail down to the lagoon again. Most of the way the old trail could be 
followed. Our new snow only amounted to a couple of inches, but the wind just 
rolled the snow widely on or around the trail zone. 

323  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal 

There were travelers on the trails today but not the hoard of hunters of last weekend. 
Visibility was marginal all day. 

Very little report of wildlife this week which is more or less normal for this "shortest 
day" period. As we get into January, with light coming back and maybe improved 
visibility and surface travel conditions, we will get a picture of what the winter setup 
for over- wintering creatures amounts to. 

Fox and marten tracks around the cabin continue nil after the great hunt last 
weekend. There are also no new moose or caribou tracks. The new snow of 
yesterday and today will give a kind of "clean slate" to record what is left in the near 
areas. 

We may consider a CBC on some date between the 26th and January 3. Several 
conditions have kept us from doing it this weekend. Lack of staked trails into 
Kotzebue and general difficult overland travel conditions are two prime inhibitors. 

December 20 High 28º F 
Low 14º F 
Cloudy 
NE-E wind to 20 

Nice and warm and no loss of Sun light today! 

We had planned a round trip to town for shopping today but a Winter Storm Blizzard 
Watch by Weather Bureau this morning changed that. They canceled it shortly after 
noon though. By that time I had headed off for a load of firewood to build up our 
supply. 

While at the woodcutting location, three Boreal Chickadees did a neat fly by after 
visiting a few minutes. These are the first of this species we have seen this 
fall/winter. 

No fresh sign of Caribou or Moose on the short trail up to the wood. 

A single subadult fox was sitting along the trail looking rather dejected, maybe at the 
lack of caribou. 

A Short-tailed Weasel around the camp again last night and a Red Fox or two but no 
new marten tracks on the new snow. 

Report is in that both the trail to Jones Camp and Sisualik are now staked. Hurray! 
There is hope now for travel when visibility is poor. 
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December 

This may be the latest date of completed staking on record. It is just in time for 
Christmas travelers and makes a great gift for the traveling public. 

December 21 High 26º F 
Low 20º F 
Cloudy, snow, storm 
E-SE wind to 30 

A town trip turned to an overnight stay again. Getting to be a habit this year! We 
made it in fine, seeing the bright lights all the way but in early afternoon, new snow 
added to the strong winds conditions made us turn back to town after starting off. We 
were on Jones Camp fine staked trail but we would have to leave that for 5 or 6 miles 
to get to our place, and it didn't look worth the chance of getting disoriented 
somewhere along the way. 

Temps have been warm but rather frequent snow storms add light fresh snow to the 
wind to keep visibility poor. Following a good freshly, staked trail, is a real pleasure. 

Lots of effort directed toward Christmas right now in Kotzebue. There are a lot of 
things to buy. 

Not much in the way of animal tracks on the town trail. 

Town ravens seem to continue an unusual subdued aura. Maybe their spirits will 
perk up with the return of the sun. 

This was the day of shortest sun time, 1 hour 43 minutes. Tomorrow will be the 
beginning of gain, although it will be somewhat less than 1 minute. 

December 22 High 28º F 
Low 20º F 
Cloudy, snow, clearing 
E-NE wind to 20 

Home again! A very intense snowstorm as we left town. Visibility nil but we did 
locate Jones Camp staked trail and gladly stuck to it for the crossing. Things cleared 
as we traveled and we got home around noon. 

A half minute gain in sunlight today! It was emphasized by a clearing warm pink-
blue sky at sundown. 

Report on Kotzebue today that NWA Caribou herd has ranged far south into the 
Nulato Hills in the St Michael area. It is the first time this century so many have 
crossed the Unalakleet River. 
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Journal 

There is a small marten's tracks around camp buildings. This certainly is "the year of 
the marten" for the Monument. Wonder how long they will continue as a regular 
resident species in this area? It maybe that the extreme high Red-backed Vole 
population last year in the area allowed high breeding success among NW marten 
populations. 

Our six Gray Jays missed us being home and tracking up the new snow and dropping 
some kind of edible scraps. 

December 23 High 18º F 
Low -2º F 
Snow, fog, clearing PM 

 Light winds 

We are going to have a white Christmas alright! The light snow and fog all day have 
whitened about everything. 

Made a trip to Sisualik for Christmas goodies. Left just before daylight so that 
headlight would make old trails stand out. A couple of miles down the trail a small 
group of caribou (8-10) stood and gave the brilliant headlight a few moments of stare 
before galloping off. It may even have been Santa's team. It was too dark to see very 
clearly. 

Trail to Sisualik has gotten better since I was down last. 

The ocean has shelf ice now in front of our summer camp and there seems no sign of 
Snow Buntings. 

There was a rather weighty pile of snow on the south side of the tent again. 

Tracks other than the caribou were scarce on the trail but then the snow has been 
pretty constantly falling or blowing. 

Our hope now is that the trails made today will still be useable tomorrow to make it 
in to town and family for Christmas. 

December 24 High 12º F 
Low -5º F 
Cloudy, light snow 

 Light winds 
Town. 
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December 

A good trip in through Sisualik trail. Stakes are in good shape, of a new type and in a 
rather different location. Town side has pretty rough bumps. Sisualik side a few 
water puddles probably caused by puddle formation in low spots of super saturated 
brine. (Explanation given in Steffenson's "Arctic Manual".) 

Considerable snowfall late PM. Most of it straight down with calm air. It is rather 
unusual for Kotzebue: a calm, really white Christmas Eve! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

December 25  High 18º F 
 Low 10º F 
 Cloudy, snow
 E wind to 15 

 

A rather "subdued day" after a nearly six hour Christmas Eve program at the Friends 
Church last night. A very large group of people and participants in the church - filled 
to over flowing. 

Christmas dinner today with lots of people and a rather scant supply of food, but 
everyone had some and the overheard comment that "this local tradition should be 
carried on, as it is the celebration of Christmas in the Inupiaq Way" gives much 
"food for thought." 

Kotzebue ravens seem to lack their usual "holiday spirit." Maybe it's the more or less 
continual snow that hides much of interest to ravens before it is discovered. 

Christmas 1993 is history and will be remembered for awhile for it's mild, windless, 
snow filled stage. 

December 26  High 28º F 
 Low 20º F 
 Cloudy, freezing drizzle 
 N-NE wind to 15 

Home to camp again to break trail and warm up the house and to make amends to a 
very lonesome dog. Terry doesn't like long periods without people on the scene. 

Lots of fresh snow on this side again, 5 to 6 inches, more than fell in town. The trail 
was visible to landfall at Sisualik Point, but obscured from there on to camp, which 
means a good deal of new trail was broken. One wet spot iced up some of the sled 
again. There is a strip of lagoon edge just before reaching Barger's house that 
continues to be a problem for crossing, and is not easily explained. 
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Journal 

Fox were the only animals to track up the new snow on the Kotzebue trail. 

There has been considerable freezing rain this day. The crust it forms may hold down 
drift potential for awhile. 

December 27	 High 32º F 
Low 27º F 

 Cloudy, warm! 
NE wind to 18 

A very wet "warm feeling" day. Our high within 2º F of record for the day. 

Made early round trip to town to pick up Carrie and check out possible trail for 
possible CBC tomorrow. 

Tomorrow we gain 4 minutes of sun over today. we have already regained enough 
minutes to push our total back a bit beyond 2 hours (from 1 hour 44 minutes). 

Nome recorded a record high for the day of 40º F. The very cold weather is stateside. 

Quite a few Willow Ptarmigan tracks in the headlights this morning. That is 
encouraging as there has been little sign earlier this month. 

Got a bad surprise today. Was re-breaking our straight town trail that I haven't been 
over since before Christmas. Was in the middle of the only big lake on the trail when 
snow machine began to labor and sink down at the same time. Yep! Water under the 
snow. Turned a bit and speeded up and did manage to climb out of it. This was right 
on the trail we have been using for a couple of months, where overflow has not been 
known before. Kind of scary. Now I will have to detour our bird count crew around 
it if they come tomorrow. Our creek crossing ice bridge is also about to give way. 
Too-warm weather for too long a time in December does have its negatives! 

December 28	 High 30º F 
Low 26º F 

 Cloudy, snow 
Clear to SE 

 Light winds 

A beautiful purple-pink sun today for awhile. It even illuminated our backyard 
snowbank. Such a beautiful orange-pink. 

CBC postponed due to wind and a new snow last night obscuring prepared trails. It 
was still snowing this morning before daylight. 
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Fresh marten tracks around camp this morning, but not around or in the buildings. It 
is small sized. 

Spent the day re-breaking trails and even made it up to Miluraq for the first time this 
fall. That is unusual as Miluraq is a favorite place and in most late fall periods I often 
spend moose hunting time there. No real moose hunting this time, yet. Lots of snow 
up there, and trees, but not much else. Had hoped to locate a Spruce Hen, 
woodpecker or Hawk Owl for CBC, but pretty clean snow there with only a few 
Willow Ptarmigan tracks. Just getting there was a chore for the snow machine with 
such deep snow and the surface "snow ball" sticky. 

Had to indicate by stakes a detour around the deep overflow water on the Kotzebue 
straight trail lake. Snow weight and seepage from low lying marshlands around the 
lake. 

December 29  High 30º F 
 Low 10º F 
 Clear with some clouds 
 NE wind to 10 

We did the Christmas Bird Count! And what a beautiful day to do it! Great groups of 
people too. Birds tallied not spectacular but better than expected. 

Found one hibernating moose between here and first neighbors to the east. It has 
been there feeding for some time. 

Near perfect weather today except for a cloud bank where the sun would have shown 
a good deal more while it was up. 

One bird count group saw rabbit track!! A Snowy Owl and twelve Pine Grosbeaks 
stole the show for bird count. Other birds were Common Raven, Willow Ptarmigan, 
Gray Jay, Boreal Chickadee and Snow Buntings. 

Single Red Squirrel tracks were noted at two last spring den sites. There was also 
fresh marten tracks in all directions. Probably all made by the same marten. 

Very glad to complete such a pleasant CBC. Thank you all that were involved, 
including the moose, the marten and the hare, as well as the kind folks from town 
that took time to come out. 

Full moon tonight and we can see it!  

CBC totals: 8 participants, 7 species, 110 individuals. 
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Journal 

37 Common Ravens 
17 Willow Ptarmigan 
16 Gray Jay 
20 Pine Grosbeak 
2 Boreal Chickadee 
1 Snowy Owl 
17 Snow Bunting 

Count week: 2 McKay’s Bunting? 

December 30 High 26º F 
Low 24º F 
Cloudy 
E wind to 30 

Mild temps continue with some freezing drizzle again today. Light ground drift but 
no fresh snow. 

Two moose on the hillside near lower creek crossing. Tracked them on snowshoes 
for awhile after getting ice. Couldn't decide on their gender as I hadn't taken my 
binocs. With the binocs and snowshoes later, found that the smaller one was a female 
for sure and the big black one maybe her mother. At first thought this might be a bull 
and cow but after following the smaller one, which I got a better look at to confirm 
her femaleness, I began to have the feeling that the pair might be mother and 2 or 3 
year old daughter. All this after following the smaller after they split, for a couple of 
hours with no chance to shoot. It may have been fortunate that I did not shoot, for if 
it is a mother-daughter pair, it is the larger one that should be too young to be fat 
with much less meat. The one I followed made a mile and a half circle, apparently in 
hopes of rejoining the partner it left. We'll probably hear more about these two as 
they try to survive the winter. 

Marten tracks again. At least two sizes. 

Foxes, at least two, came to the front yard again last night. 

We will hope to make town tomorrow for a wedding and watch night service at the 
church. 
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December 31 High 20º F 
Low -14º F 
Clear, few clouds 
E wind to 18 

An early morn trip to town for New Year’s Eve wedding and watch night service at 
the Church. It was a beautiful day for travel and we had one of best trips ever into 
town. Afternoon and evening festivities were also great and we made our home 
return between 1 and 2 AM. It was a good, if rather long day. 

There were a lot of moose tracks in our trail this morning. Don't know quite how to 
figure them. There may be four all together. Possibly the two I followed yesterday 
plus two more. Maybe the down creek bull and/or the cow and calf seen last week on 
Killichaaq. 

Marten tracks around the house again. W. Ptarmigan flew up out of the moose track 
in the darkness, from moose tracks near creek crossing. 

We got lots of sun today and we saw it! There was an increase of 7 minutes both 
today and for tomorrow. 

1993 goes out with a very beautiful bright warm day and a bright past- full moon 
with the additional beauty of long bright streaks of blue-pink Northern Lights. Great 
promises for a New Year. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
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