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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Call to order.   2 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  First I have the adoption of the 4 

agenda.    5 

  MS. BOLEYN:  So moved.   6 

  DR. IRWIN:  Seconded.   7 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  All in favor?   8 

  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.  9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Opposed?   10 

  (No response.) 11 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  12 

(SEPTEMBER 22, 2008/DECEMBER 1, 2008)  13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Second is the approval of the minutes 14 

of the previous meeting. 15 

  Do I hear a motion?   16 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Actually, there are two, so we should 17 

probably do them separately, September 22 and December 18 

1.   19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Okay, let's start with December 1.   20 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I move approval of the minutes of 21 

December 1 as presented.   22 

  MR. SABIN:  Second.   23 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  All in favor?   24 
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  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.   1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Opposed?   2 

  (No response.)  3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Ayes have it.   4 

  The second is September 22 -- December 1 (sic).   5 

  MR. SABIN:  I move the December 1 minutes should be 6 

accepted as presented.   7 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Second?   8 

  MR. WATTS:  Second.   9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  All in favor?   10 

  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.  11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Opposed? 12 

  (No response.) 13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   14 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 15 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Okay, Reports of Officers.   16 

  Are there any?   17 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I just have one.  This is my 18 

opportunity to pass out my annual tick card to 19 

everybody.  It just gives me an opportunity to remind 20 

you to be vigilant about ticks and to let you know that, 21 

unfortunately, they're very, very well this year.  They 22 

love this kind of weather, and it's a big year for 23 

ticks, unfortunately.  So be careful.   24 
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  That's my report.   1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   2 

  MR. SABIN:  When I'm sent leading a group in the 3 

field for the Seashore as a volunteer, I always point 4 

out that if you stay on the paths and you don't brush up 5 

against the bushes, since ticks don't fly, you're okay.   6 

  MS. BOLEYN:  That's good advice.   7 

  MR. SABIN:  So, if you could, walk on the paths and 8 

not in the woods.   9 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Good advice.   10 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Don't tick anybody off.   11 

  MR. SABIN:  That's right. 12 

REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES   13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Reports of Subcommittees. 14 

  Brenda or Peter?   15 

NICKERSON FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 16 

  MR. WATTS:  I'm going to give a report on the 17 

Nickerson Fellowship Committee.   18 

  We met twice since we last met.  We met in early 19 

December and decided to send out requests for proposals.  20 

We have a representative, Megan Tirrell (phonetic), who 21 

works for the Park who does this work for us, sent out 22 

the request for proposals.  We received a number of 23 

requests but narrowed down to nine, and we received 24 
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those proposals in the mail and went over them.  And 1 

then we met once again in early April and discussed the 2 

nine proposals and came up with a winner, and we 3 

presented $3,000 to a Taylor -- Taylor Harvey, who's an 4 

undergraduate at Wellesley College.  And she's going to 5 

do a study on sediment in the Herring River estuary.  6 

And it was a very tough job picking a winner because all 7 

of the applications were very -- every proposal was very 8 

good.   9 

  So that's my report on the committee.   10 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  When does she start?  When does she 11 

start her project?   12 

  MR. WATTS:  In June.  Yeah, this month.   13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Any questions for Peter?   14 

  (No response.)  15 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, Peter.  Job well done.   16 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Great selection.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Brenda?   18 

TRURO TERCENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 19 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I just wanted to report that following 20 

up on the superintendent's remarks at our last meeting 21 

where he talked about the Truro 300th celebration, the 22 

tercentennial, that the superintendent and I did 23 

participate in the kick-off event for that celebration, 24 
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and it was a smashing success.  Believe it or not, there 1 

were 12 speakers, and everyone sort of groaned when they 2 

saw the list.  Oh.  But we were limited to four to five 3 

minutes, and everyone stuck to the schedule.  It clicked 4 

right along.  Everyone was really pleased.  George did a 5 

great job talking about the beginnings of the Seashore, 6 

the history of the Seashore, and I did the glacier in 7 

three minutes.   8 

  DR. IRWIN:  Wow.   9 

  MS. BOLEYN:  So we're off to a good start, and 10 

there are lots of events.  And the Seashore will also be 11 

hosting part of the parade on July 19, and, in fact, the 12 

parade will wind up at the Highlands Center.   13 

  (Ms. Avellar enters the room.)  14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Did George stick to four minutes?   15 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Yes.   16 

  MR. PRICE:  Yeah, can you believe that?   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  No, no.   18 

  MR. DELANEY:  You couldn't resist, could you?   19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, Brenda.   20 

  Any questions of Brenda?   21 

  (No response.) 22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Superintendent.   23 

  MR. PRICE:  Sure.   24 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 1 

  MR. PRICE:  We have a number of things to go over.   2 

  I first wanted to introduce Karst Hoogeboom, who is 3 

our new chief of facilities.   4 

  MR. HOOGEBOOM:  Hello, everyone.   5 

  MR. PRICE:  Karst joined us this February, replaced 6 

Ben Pearson on our staff, and we're very pleased to have 7 

him and all of his expertise as a former deputy director 8 

of the Department of Conservation Recreation for the 9 

state, has an amazing background, has a lot of 10 

connections to Cape Cod.  So it's really good to work 11 

with him, especially as we're talking about new beach 12 

facilities, which is what he did in his old job; 13 

especially as we talk about bike trails, which is what 14 

he did in his old job.  So it's really kind of tailor- 15 

made.   16 

  (Mr. Hammatt enters the room.) 17 

  MR. PRICE:  Holy mackerel, we're having a full 18 

house here. 19 

  (Pause.) 20 

UPDATE ON DUNE SHACKS 21 

  MR. PRICE:  One of the updates I'd like to mention 22 

happens to do with the dune shacks.  A lot of our dune 23 

shack folks are here today.   24 



 

LINDA M. CORCORAN –  CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER 
(781) 585-8172 

9 

  As you know, every report now for the last several 1 

years has been I've been working on ways to get the next 2 

plan off the ground, and what I'm happy to report today 3 

as of two weeks ago, we actually have that initiated.  4 

So we're working with our Park Service officers for 5 

compliance and for environmental assessments and seeking 6 

funding and seeking a group to help us go through that 7 

process, which is the Collaborative Building Institute, 8 

CBI, up in the Cambridge area, which is a group that has 9 

worked with EAs with the Park Service before and a lot 10 

of different community groups.  And I'm happy to report 11 

that we finally are going to be getting off the ground.  12 

So they're in the final stages of doing the contracting 13 

with that group.   14 

  So two things.  Number one, I'll be revetting with 15 

those various committee members that we had put together 16 

several years ago.  There might be some changes.  I know 17 

there are some changes, or there's one change that I can 18 

think of.  Someone moved out of the area.  But kind of 19 

reestablishing that those are folks that are still 20 

available and interested in staying engaged and then 21 

bringing this group in and working with them as to how 22 

they're going to want to start up.  And they may not 23 

want to start up with a meeting right off the bat.  They 24 
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might want to start up with individual interviews and 1 

discussions and then have our first meeting.  My 2 

expectation is that we're at least going to have one, if 3 

not two meetings before the late summer/fall is out 4 

while people are still around, and I'm going to impose 5 

on Rich to be able to use the facilities up at the 6 

Center for Coastal Studies, which has great meeting room 7 

facilities.  So it would actually be in Provincetown.   8 

  MR. DELANEY:  Right.   9 

  MR. PRICE:  So that's my plan.   10 

  And, remember, the purpose of this project and this 11 

decision-making process is really to come up with a use 12 

plan for the shacks.  Obviously there's going to be a 13 

lot of discussion about the whole range of activities 14 

and the whole range of desires, but this is not -- the 15 

objective here is not to start from ground zero, and 16 

it's not to make a lot of assumptions as to exactly what 17 

the use will be, but what is the decision-making tree, 18 

if you will, for the dune shacks into the future.  And 19 

that's what I'd like to see to come out of this.  20 

Obviously there'll be some other discussion and 21 

processing as this gets off the ground to refine that, 22 

that scope as we move along.  I still expect it's 23 

probably going to take a two-year period of time.   24 
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  (Ms. Stephenson enters the room.) 1 

  MR. PRICE:  As we have these preliminary meetings 2 

as we start to develop -- boy, I'll tell you.  You put 3 

out a note that says last time we didn't have a quorum, 4 

and everybody shows up.   5 

  It's either that or it's your last meeting, Ron.   6 

  (Laughter.) 7 

  MR. PRICE:  So anyway that's the plan.  I don't 8 

know if you want to save all the questions till later or 9 

if anybody has clarification questions about that at 10 

all.   11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Do you want to do it now?  Do it now?   12 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.   13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Any questions on the dune shacks?     Please.   14 

  MS. AVELLAR:  Does this mean that we're going to 15 

have a committee as well?   16 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.   17 

  MS. AVELLAR:  And who's going to head it up?   18 

  MR. PRICE:  Again, we're going to have to 19 

reformulate that whole process here.   20 

  MS. AVELLAR:  Because I keep saying I don't know 21 

what it is about Rich Delaney that made him so special 22 

that we've never been able in like almost three years 23 

now to come up with somebody to head up this committee, 24 
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but it's really, really much overdue.  So I hope that 1 

will happen this summer as well.   2 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, this group that we're hiring to 3 

bring in will actually help do all the facilitating, 4 

which is what Rich would have done.  This group also 5 

knows all the bells and whistles, how to do an 6 

environmental assessment, which Rich knows how to do 7 

because of his background.  So that's what made him so 8 

special, that he was able to work through our process, 9 

through the federal advisory commission process, as well 10 

as to collaborate and facilitate with the community 11 

groups to bring it all together.   12 

  In order for me to have a viable decision-making 13 

document at the end of the day, it has to jump through 14 

all these hoops.   15 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Any other questions on dune shacks?  16 

  (No response.)  17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  We'll come back to this during the 18 

public session, I'm sure.   19 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I don't think there's been another 21 

issue in my five short years here that there has been 22 

more talk, more discussion, more passion, and more 23 

thought put into.  It's frustrating that it's taking so 24 
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long.  Absolutely.  But it's also important enough to do 1 

it right.   2 

IMPROVED PROPERTIES/TOWN BYLAWS 3 

  MR. PRICE:  A couple of things.  I had down here 4 

improved properties, but I was waiting for Mark.  I 5 

don't think Mark is in the room yet, right?  Mark 6 

Robinson was coming from the Land Trust, and he was 7 

going to talk about one, so I'll just skip over it.  8 

WIND TURBINES/CELL TOWERS 9 

  MR. PRICE:  The wind turbines and cell towers, a 10 

couple of things on that.  One is that we have provided 11 

some comments both to the Town of Wellfleet and the Town 12 

of Eastham.  We know that they've been considering some 13 

serious proposals, so we've just let them know the 14 

general type of issues that we would be concerned about 15 

having to do with viewsheds and having to do with 16 

obviously the environmental compliance that anybody 17 

would have to do if they're going to have that kind of 18 

construction.   19 

  And we're also, as you know, interested in having 20 

our own wind turbine up at the Highlands Center, and 21 

we've been proceeding with that, with an EA for that 22 

installation and taking a look at their alternatives.  23 

And the idea up there is not just so that wind turbine 24 



 

LINDA M. CORCORAN –  CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER 
(781) 585-8172 

14 

would be to help self-sufficiency of that campus but 1 

also that it would be a learning tool as well.   2 

HIGHLANDS CENTER UPDATE 3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Highlands Center, we've been doing a 4 

lot of mostly cosmetic work up there with AmeriCorps.  5 

They've been tremendous.  We've had 18 members up there.  6 

The site looks tremendously better than it did a couple 7 

of years ago.  We're continuing to explore other 8 

opportunities.  Just the other day we took around -- it 9 

was actually a military retired group called the Radar 10 

Sites Veterans, and they're trying to set up a radar 11 

museum.  These are folks that were involved in Cold War-12 

type radar facilities just like the Highlands Center.  13 

So if they can bring that kind of interest here, I think 14 

that would be pretty good.   15 

  Brenda talked about Truro's 300th anniversary.  The 16 

parade will be ending there on July 19, so we're 17 

actually hosting that at the Highlands Center as well.   18 

ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 19 

  MR. PRICE:  Alternate Transportation Funding.  We 20 

continue to work with the Cape Cod Commission.  I asked 21 

Clay actually to speak a little bit later in the agenda 22 

on the bike planning because Brenda and others, Ed I 23 

think had asked about bike planning update.  We'll talk 24 
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about that.  But we've also been having meetings in the 1 

community talking about the ocean-facing parking lots 2 

specifically.  So we've met with every town right on up 3 

the board on the parking lots, their future specifically 4 

as they get affected by erosion, what are going to be 5 

the alternatives.  In many cases from the town's 6 

perspective, they would just like to move back the 7 

parking lot into Seashore property and take down some 8 

more dunes.  We would like to explore some other 9 

opportunities to see if there isn't anything more 10 

feasible.  And we have a big issue certainly in Nauset 11 

Light Beach where we know in the next 15 years or so -- 12 

Karst thinks sooner -- that we're going to have some 13 

serious issues facing that one because of the erosion 14 

issues, at least as it reflects to the bathhouse.   15 

  And then finally the Intelligent Transportation 16 

System, we're working with the Volpe Center on that as 17 

well.   18 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 19 

  MR. PRICE:  There was an old program called the 20 

Centennial Challenge.  That was under the last 21 

administration we received some funds for that 22 

specifically to fix up the Old Harbor Life-Saving 23 

Station.  We've been able to finish that.  We're in the 24 
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process of getting ready to do a ribbon cutting, and the 1 

Friends of Cape Cod National Seashore have it on their 2 

docket to help us with some of the furnishing plans of 3 

that.   4 

NEWS FROM WASHINGTON 5 

  MR. PRICE:  You might have read in the paper, and I 6 

think I distributed, that we did receive some good news 7 

in that we received $4.2 million out of the President's 8 

Recovery Act, also known as the stimulus package.  The 9 

biggest piece that's going to be visible to the public 10 

is that we're going to be able to take on the second 11 

half of the Province Lands Bike Trail.  So last year we 12 

completed by November rehab of the whole first of that, 13 

and this means we'll be able to do the entire second 14 

half.   15 

  And the reason that construction of that will 16 

happen after September 1 is because that's when we have 17 

clearance from Natural Heritage as far as the animals 18 

that are in that particular area.  So I think we all 19 

should feel pretty good about that because to have an 20 

entire package done I think is really spectacular, and 21 

the feedback from the folks that use the bike trail has 22 

been very, very positive.   23 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I can be one of those.  It's really a 24 
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terrific improvement.   1 

  MR. PRICE:  There are some other monies that are 2 

going to a variety of other improvements for Park 3 

buildings or HVAC as well as some fire suppression.   4 

  Let me see if there's anything else.   5 

  (Pause.)  6 

  MR. PRICE:  Again, I'll continue to see if Mark 7 

comes in a little bit later, but I guess there are a 8 

couple of things that maybe is appropriate to talk about 9 

at this point, and that is that certainly I apologize 10 

for the length of time it took for the Commission to be 11 

reauthorized.  We had every indication last early, early 12 

spring that this was going to be a no-brainer because it 13 

wasn't controversial.  It would just be reauthorized 14 

without too much fuss.  Obviously that didn't happen.  15 

So we had this gap until today, so I appreciate 16 

everybody's patience with that.  The good news is that 17 

they ended up determining that it's just being continued 18 

the way that it is, so everybody who already have 19 

approvals are approved.  So it's not like we have to go 20 

back through that wringer because, as some people know, 21 

they're still in the wringer.   22 

  For whatever reason, it takes an excruciatingly 23 

long time to get approvals in every administration that 24 
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I've dealt with, and now that we have a new White House 1 

crew, we have a new set of hoops that we have to go 2 

through.  Judy Stephenson's request is still pending -- 3 

not request, nomination.   4 

  And also you should know that I've officially been 5 

notified by the Cape Cod commissioners -- is that their 6 

right title?  7 

  MS. BOLEYN:  County commissioners?   8 

  MR. PRICE:  The county commissioners that Sheila 9 

Lyons will be replacing Lance Lambros.   10 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Oh, okay.   11 

  MR. PRICE:  So I'm waiting for that package to come 12 

in to forward along.   13 

  Also, since we met last, our colleague Carl 14 

Rasmussen passed away as the alternate in Wellfleet, and 15 

I understand some folks might be thinking about leaving 16 

as well.   17 

  DR. IRWIN:  Well, we'll see.   18 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.  So, in any case, we need to take 19 

care of our business here.   20 

  One of the items that's been missing for a while in 21 

order to help with the bureaucratic management of this 22 

and the care and feeding of the Advisory Commission, you 23 

all got to know Melissa Lewandowski very well and then 24 
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Scottee Nista.  Well, since Scottee left, I'm just in 1 

the process now of actually replacing her, so hopefully 2 

we'll be able to keep up with the process in a little 3 

bit better way, I hope.   4 

  You might have seen in the news that Secretary 5 

Salazar had announced we're going to have three free 6 

weekends.  The first one is this weekend in honor of 7 

Father's Day.  I bet it's going to be a rainout here.   8 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Oh, yes.   9 

  MR. PRICE:  But I think that's certainly a nice 10 

thing to do.  The concept was that, considering the 11 

economic difficulties an awful lot of families in the 12 

United States are facing right now, they thought if they 13 

did three free weekends, that it would be an incentive 14 

for folks to come out with their families and at least 15 

be able to enjoy the parks, or maybe it would be an 16 

incentive for folks that haven't visited parks before.  17 

So this is a nationwide program.  So all the parks that 18 

have what's called recreation entry fees -- so in our 19 

case it's the six beaches -- those fees are all waived.   20 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Do you know the other dates?   21 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.  So it's this weekend, obviously 22 

the 20th and 21st, July 18-19, and August 15-16.  There 23 

are other fees.  For instance, if you go out on a canoe 24 
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program or if you get a permit for a beach fire, those 1 

are not part of this program.  It's just the entry fee.   2 

  MR. SABIN:  Beach fires are free anyway.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay, well, I'm thinking of other type 4 

of permitted-type activities.   5 

IMPROVED PROPERTIES/TOWN BYLAWS 6 

  MR. PRICE:  Like I said, I invited Mark Robinson to 7 

come and talk about his piece having to do with land 8 

protection, but talking generally about land protection 9 

and then the improved properties and bylaws, obviously 10 

there's been a lot of time the last couple of meetings 11 

talking about zoning and the issue with McMansions and 12 

then specifically the Blasch house in Wellfleet.   13 

  A couple of things happened.  One was there was a 14 

very successful effort in the Town of Wellfleet to 15 

propose new bylaw language which was acceptable to us, 16 

that seemed to make sense.  There was a group of 17 

community people that spent a heck of a lot of time on 18 

this down to mathematical equations and everything else 19 

and finally came up with something that the community in 20 

Wellfleet signed off on, and we're very gratified to 21 

that group that did that, and we're also gratified to 22 

the town meeting that those folks actually decided to 23 

support that effort.  So to a certain extent, we feel 24 
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like we -- we, the collective "we", won the war on that 1 

one.  The battle is still over that one particular 2 

house, the Blasch house, and you've heard Attorney 3 

Zehnder at previous meetings state their case.  That was 4 

picked up through the Department of Justice to our U.S. 5 

attorneys out of the Moakley courthouse in the First 6 

District here in Boston, and we're currently going 7 

through the process in state land court, and we've been 8 

going through discovery and deposition and all that sort 9 

of thing at this point.   10 

  So the house is still being constructed because 11 

even though we asked for a cease and desist in our 12 

paperwork, the way that land court works, apparently the 13 

judges don't consider that until further down the road.  14 

So we don't even have a ruling on that, but we've had 15 

some dialogue which has been problematic, I will say, 16 

and continue to work with the Assistant U.S. Attorney on 17 

the next steps.   18 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Brenda?   19 

  MS. BOLEYN:  George, could I go back to the -- you 20 

mentioned the AmeriCorps.   21 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.   22 

  MS. BOLEYN:  What I have to say is probably not 23 

something you can discuss because I'm going to talk 24 
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about funding, but AmeriCorps has been enormously 1 

valuable to the Seashore and to the towns on the Lower 2 

Cape.  Certainly Truro has benefited greatly and the 3 

Seashore enormously.  And as you may know, there's a 4 

problem with getting the funding funneled through to the 5 

regional AmeriCorps centers in Massachusetts.  The 6 

federal funding is there, but -- maybe someone will 7 

correct me if I make a mistake, but the agency in the 8 

state that makes it possible to deliver that funding to 9 

the regional areas has now been unfunded.  So in other 10 

words, the mechanism to produce this money that's 11 

available federally has been cut off.  So I'm just 12 

thinking you can't do this, but we can as an advisory 13 

commission.  If we want to write a letter to wherever it 14 

should go in the state urging that that problem be 15 

solved because it's just penny-wise and pound-foolish to 16 

do it that way, I would be glad to draft such a letter.  17 

I would have to check with the county commissioners or 18 

whatever to see where it should go.  Oh, actually with 19 

Darlene Johnson up at the county level.  But if we think 20 

that's a good idea, I see no downside.  Let's let them 21 

know that the Seashore has benefited so greatly from 22 

these services and urge them to fix the problem.   23 

  MR. WATTS:  Certainly.  Is that a motion?   24 
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  (Laughter.) 1 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Well, maybe if someone else could make 2 

the motion, then I could respond.   3 

  DR. IRWIN:  So moved.   4 

  MR. SABIN:  I'll second it.   5 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Discussion?   6 

  (No response.)   7 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Hearing none, all in favor?   8 

  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.   9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Opposed?   10 

  (No response.) 11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  So moved.  Congratulations.   12 

  MR. PRICE:  Yeah, right.   13 

  I think that's a great idea, Brenda, and reference 14 

is stated in their 10th anniversary celebration in 15 

Brewster -- what's the name of it?  The Taylor Bray 16 

Farm, was it?  I think that was their big collective 17 

project.  It was just a fabulous event to understand all 18 

the work that they've done for the work -- the value 19 

that they've given to the Seashore has been in the tens 20 

of thousands of dollars of services, so it's absolutely 21 

terrific.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Yes, Peter?   23 

  MR. WATTS:  Just on the Blasch house, when would 24 
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the money for the amicus brief come into it?   1 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, this has been a very -- I can 2 

honestly say I've been very confused about the amicus 3 

brief, but certainly some opinion was that the amicus 4 

brief could have been submitted by now by interested 5 

parties, and then there was some direction by some 6 

attorneys that said actually go through this effort 7 

first, then the amicus brief comes in if we lose.   8 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  At the appeal.   9 

  MR. PRICE:  At the appeal.  I thought we were 10 

appealing now.   11 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  No.   12 

  MR. PRICE:  Because we're appealing the lack of the 13 

town decision to act on this.   14 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  I don't do land court, so I don't 15 

really know, but I'm making an assumption they're seeing 16 

it for the first time, and they'll decide based on the 17 

facts.   18 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.   19 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  And then the appeal would come 20 

after that.   21 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.   22 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Usually an amicus brief comes at 23 

that point, but I'm not certain.  I can find out.   24 
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  MR. PRICE:  Well, you're actually stating what at 1 

least one of the attorneys has told us.   2 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Oh, good.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  So ergo the confusion.   4 

  Larry, do you have any knowledge?   5 

  MR. SPAULDING:  I think you're correct.  You'll 6 

have a trial in the land court based on the facts and 7 

whether or not it was appropriate what happened, and the 8 

judge will make rulings of law.  And what an appeal is, 9 

is if the judge incorrectly rules on the law, then you 10 

go to the next court, and that's where these amicus 11 

briefs are usually submitted.    12 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.  Well, then because we were told, 13 

you know, get your ducks in order, get some people that 14 

could help support and clarify the government case, 15 

which is being prepared by the Assistant U.S. Attorney, 16 

and I know she's consulting with some people that are 17 

familiar with this world.  And then the APCC had 18 

volunteered to obtain funds or receive funds in order to 19 

engage someone to do the brief on their part.  However, 20 

they didn't want to accept funds.  They didn't want to 21 

go down that road until we knew what the game plan was, 22 

and therefore, we're receiving conflicting information.  23 

The bottom line at this point is they're not -- they're 24 
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not proceeding with it.   1 

  So then, Peter, that's your answer.   2 

  What else I wanted to mention on the land 3 

protection issue, obviously the zoning is really the 4 

biggest and the most critical.  We also had some action 5 

taken in the Town of Truro.  We have been -- "we," being 6 

myself and Lauren McKean, have been working with their 7 

planning board for a period of time, and what they ended 8 

up presenting before town meeting was really a couple of 9 

specific fixes to a couple of pieces and not a more 10 

comprehensive look that we think deserves to happen.  So 11 

I would say that we still are going to try to work with 12 

the Town of Truro and the planning board to get things 13 

in there that might be more comprehensive.  If Lauren 14 

were here, she'd be able to give you some of the 15 

specifics about what that was.  We appreciated what they 16 

did, but we still think there's more work to do because 17 

now this means that Truro is the one that still has a 18 

lot of private property and still is very susceptible 19 

to, we think, development that could be outside of the 20 

bounds of what most people think should be in the 21 

Seashore district.   22 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Are they resisting you?   23 

  MR. PRICE:  No, I think it gets more complicated.  24 
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Truro, for instance, in the past in order to please all 1 

parties -- this is from them reporting to me -- that 2 

they've developed sometimes bylaws that involve very 3 

complicated mathematical formulas to the point where 4 

they realize nobody's going to really understand it.  So 5 

if they don't understand it, they're not going to vote 6 

for it.  So I think they're trying to figure out 7 

something that's going to be acceptable for the town.   8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Peter?   9 

  MR. WATTS:  Again, in Wellfleet our problem was the 10 

planning board, and it's the planning board in Truro 11 

that's the problem.  And we finally had to do it by a 12 

citizens petition, and that petition got a two-thirds' 13 

vote at the town meeting.  And that's the way we have 14 

new zoning in Wellfleet.   15 

  MS. AVELLAR:  I have to say that I appreciate what 16 

Peter's group did in Wellfleet, and I think that that's 17 

the way local government should be addressed.  And I 18 

really think that it's not -- that it shouldn't be the 19 

position of the federal government to -- I can't believe 20 

-- Ron, you should be saying these things -- that it 21 

shouldn't be the position of the federal government to 22 

be interfering with local zoning regulations.  And if 23 

they ask for the advice, I think we should be prepared 24 
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to work together with them, but I think that to go in 1 

there and to try to enforce changes on local zoning, 2 

which is the purview of the local community, I think is 3 

really wrong, and I think it's a bad, bad expenditure of 4 

funds.  And I think that -- I support what happened in 5 

Wellfleet because the citizens did it on their own, and 6 

I think that that's the way it should be addressed.  7 

   I don't live in Truro.  It's not going to affect 8 

Provincetown probably.  We've already, you know, done 9 

what we can do in our little three miles, but I feel 10 

very strongly that local zoning is the purview of the 11 

town meeting and nobody else.  And if citizens don't 12 

like what's going on in their communities, then they 13 

should do exactly what Wellfleet did, but we should not 14 

be interfering in local zoning regs -- the formulation 15 

of local zoning regulations unless we're asked to do 16 

that.   17 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, the very objective response to 18 

that is the difference in the Seashore district.  It's 19 

supposed to be mutually agreed upon zoning.   20 

  MS. AVELLAR:  But the enabling legislation says 21 

that if the local building commissioner issues the 22 

permit -- the local building commissioner issues the 23 

permit of the local zoning board, and that's directly in 24 
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the enabling legislation.  And I think what we're doing 1 

here is trying a backdoor approach to rewrite the 2 

enabling legislation and to undermine authority of local 3 

towns.  And personally if that was happening in my town, 4 

I wouldn't be very happy.  And I think that citizens, 5 

local people, know what they want in their communities, 6 

and I've told you in the past -- not everybody in this 7 

room -- but the Murchison property, the Gropius house, 8 

was considered an eyesore 50-odd years ago when I was a 9 

kid when it was built.  It was considered an eyesore.  10 

It was considered un-Cape Cod.  It was considered -- you 11 

know, it was everything you could think of, an 12 

absolutely hideous building.  It didn't conform, you 13 

know, with the little Cape Cod houses that we were so 14 

used to seeing, and now, you know, it's an icon.  So 15 

tastes change and regulations change, and I don't think 16 

the Seashore should be writing local zoning bylaws.  I 17 

think they should be assisting, and I think that 18 

citizens -- I think what Wellfleet did was wonderful 19 

because they took care of it themselves.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Brenda?   21 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I do think that it's not interference, 22 

that it is assisting and that --  23 

  MS. AVELLAR:  No, there's a lawsuit.   24 
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  MS. BOLEYN:  I'm not talking about that, though.  1 

I'm talking about looking to the future and trying to 2 

develop bylaws in a collaborative fashion that will 3 

serve the Seashore well also.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Peter?   5 

  MR. WATTS:  A little history on the Wellfleet case.  6 

At a selectman's meeting, George Price was challenged by 7 

the selectmen to stand up for a position, to take a 8 

stand on the Blasch house, and only because he did that 9 

did the selectmen sign on.  Once they signed on, the 10 

Cape Cod Commission, the Association for the 11 

Preservation of Cape Cod, and the citizens of Wellfleet 12 

signed on too and showed up in vast numbers at town 13 

meeting, only because George Price stood up.   14 

  MS. AVELLAR:  But it's still a local initiative.  15 

It's still a local initiative.   16 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Butch?   17 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Mary-Jo, regardless of where the 18 

initiative comes from, the final decision is made at 19 

town meeting.   20 

  MS. AVELLAR:  That's right.  That's right, but 21 

that's not what's happening here with the Blasch house.   22 

  MR. FRANCIS:  We're not talking about the Blasch 23 

house.  We're talking about the zoning --   24 
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  MS. AVELLAR:  I know.  Well, that's got kind of a 1 

thorn in my side.   2 

  MR. FRANCIS:  I thought we were talking about the 3 

zoning bylaws in the various towns.   4 

  MS. AVELLAR:  But, you know, the Murchison property 5 

would not have been allowed to have been built with this 6 

kind of mentality.   7 

  MR. FRANCIS:  If the town had accepted the zoning 8 

regulations.   9 

  MS. AVELLAR:  Right.  Right, and the town had the 10 

zoning regulation in place that allowed it to be built, 11 

and everyone said it was hideous.  I mean, I remember 12 

when the castle burned.  And castles weren't exactly 13 

Cape Cod architecture either, and that was what was 14 

there.   15 

  MR. FRANCIS:  At that time --  16 

  MS. AVELLAR:  Do you remember the castle?   17 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Yes.  At that time there were no 18 

zoning regulations.   19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  The more you read the history of the 20 

Park, the more you read, this was the biggest single 21 

concern of all sides when they first started to think 22 

about filling the Park, and it's kind of ashes to ashes 23 

in a way.  And this is still the most -- probably the 24 
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most controversial part of the issue before the Park in 1 

many ways.   2 

  Judith, did you want to --  3 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  No.  No, no.  Thank you. 4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Smart move.   5 

  (Laughter.) 6 

  MR. PRICE:  Furthermore, along land protection -- 7 

  MR. SPAULDING:  I actually had one comment.   8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Please.   9 

  MR. SPAULDING:  On the zoning I see us as a 10 

property owner like any property owner, and, as you say, 11 

the town meeting makes the decision.  And we have 12 

planning expertise, and certainly it's within our 13 

purview to offer that expertise and our thoughts as a 14 

property owner to the planning board.  I think, once it 15 

gets to that stage, then it's up to the town to decide, 16 

but we can offer a lot.  Now, the town may not agree, 17 

and that's up to the town.  But I think the fact that we 18 

may make proposals to the town that relate to property 19 

in the Seashore is not a bad thing to do.   20 

  MS. AVELLAR:  No, but, Larry, when we start getting 21 

involved in lawsuits --  22 

  MR. SPAULDING:  But that's totally different.  To 23 

me the issue of proposing planning issues for the town 24 
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to consider is different from the position of being an 1 

abutter or a property owner and taking an appeal, which 2 

you have the right to do under statute.  To me those are 3 

two totally separate issues.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Brenda?   5 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Are we finished with that subject?  I 6 

was just going to ask if George was waiting for Mark to 7 

talk about the campgrounds.   8 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, without him here I was going to 9 

go into that next topic.   10 

  Continuing under land protection, which is how I 11 

describe land acquisition, you may have read in the 12 

paper that we've been working with the congressional 13 

delegation and with the landowner for the North of 14 

Highlands Campground for a number of years now, and that 15 

has totally moved to the world of our lands office and 16 

the Currier family and the Trust for Public Lands.  So 17 

that negotiation is ongoing, and it's really not 18 

involved with our world directly, but I know that 19 

there's still discussion back and forth on that, but I 20 

certainly hope we can come to some resolution.  But I 21 

don't have any other information in order to share 22 

publicly, and because I'm not in that loop, I have 23 

plausible deniability, for sure, but the world of land 24 
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acquisition in the government is an interesting one.   1 

  That then brings me to the next campground, and 2 

that is we're notified that the Horton's campground is 3 

for sale.  And that's in that whole general vicinity.  4 

It's my understanding it's about a 40-acre parcel.  And 5 

obviously we would have the same goals for that.  In 6 

fact, I had an interested private party call me up to 7 

find out what would the Park Service interest be in 8 

that, and just as North of Highlands, I would have two 9 

interests, one that it stay open space as much as 10 

possible and that it not be developed, overly developed, 11 

and then the second is that, if possible, that someone 12 

would keep it running as a campground business because 13 

I'm concerned as we move forward -- we're seeing more 14 

and more campgrounds, more and more cottage colonies, 15 

more and more of, say, the more traditional 1950ish 16 

hotel goes out of fashion -- then how in the future is a 17 

family group going to be able to afford to come out and 18 

experience the Seashore?  So that's my interest, and, 19 

frankly, it's in that order.   20 

  So if somebody said, "Well, what if somebody buys 21 

the property and they only build two houses?"  Well, 22 

that keeps it open space.  So that meets goal number 23 

one.  We're not going to force anybody to run a 24 
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campground business, but we are certainly going to 1 

explore and move ahead with our own -- express our own 2 

interest in the campground with an appraisal, and who 3 

knows with this new administration and, you know, the 4 

next stimulus money or whatever.  We might be in a 5 

position to do something about it, but I have no 6 

personal knowledge along those lines, but I think I just 7 

want to be prepared.   8 

  And then I mentioned Mark Robinson a couple of 9 

times and the Cape Cod Land Trust, and I know he's been 10 

involved with securing a parcel out here on Coast Guard 11 

Beach in Eastham.  And I wanted to give him the 12 

opportunity to talk about it, so if he shows up later, 13 

then I think I would like to do that.   14 

  And then actually, if you want to, Mr. Chair, for 15 

those of you that haven't met our two newer members, I 16 

don't know if you want to introduce them.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I was going to do that.   18 

  First, Judith has been selected by the governor's 19 

office to represent the Commonwealth.  I'm pleased 20 

because she and her husband are old friends, who we 21 

don't agree on everything.   22 

  (Laughter.) 23 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  But they're terrific people who 24 
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really care about the Commonwealth, and she'll be a 1 

great addition to the Commission.   2 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Thank you.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  And then there's Sharon.  Sharon is the 4 

alternate -- 5 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Sharon is the alternate from 6 

Provincetown and town manager.   7 

  Welcome.   8 

  MS. LYNN:  Thank you.   9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you for being here for my last 10 

meeting.  I appreciate that. 11 

  MR. PRICE:  Now, am I being redundant?  Did I 12 

already talk about Ken Burns?   13 

  MS. BOLEYN:  No.   14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  No. 15 

  MR. PRICE:  Not to this group.   16 

  MS. AVELLAR:  You talked about him with us I think 17 

when you came to our meeting.   18 

  MR. PRICE:  Oh, I did, okay.   19 

  A very exciting -- I've been doing seasonal 20 

orientation for our employees for the summer, and 21 

something that's particularly exciting is we're coming 22 

up on the centennial of the National Park Service in 23 

2016, the fiftieth anniversary of the National Seashore 24 
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in 2011, and coupled with that Ken Burns from Florentine 1 

Films has actually done one of their series on the 2 

National Park Service and national parks.  And it's 3 

called The National Parks, America's Best Idea.  And 4 

I've seen numerous previews of this.  WGBH I know is 5 

going to do a 45-minute preview in the next month or so 6 

as part of their pledge drives, and then sometime in 7 

September through November is when they're actually 8 

going to show those.  So it has all the pageantry of Ken 9 

Burns' presentations.  It has fiddles in the background 10 

and Indian flutes in the background and just absolutely 11 

gorgeous scenery.   12 

  It focuses on the 58 units that just have National 13 

Park in the title.  So, remember, we have 391 units in 14 

the National Park system at this point.  There's about 15 

20 different designations, but the ones that just are 16 

national parks, Yosemite, Acadia, you know, the Grand 17 

Canyon, and especially the early ones before the system 18 

really evolved, that's what they really focus on.  So 19 

they focus on people and the places, and it's going to 20 

be pretty inspirational.  So I recommend that you keep 21 

your eye out for that.   22 

  That's it, Mr. Chairman.   23 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   24 
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  Any questions of the superintendent?   1 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Yes.  You were talking about the 2 

transportation system and monies that were available or 3 

had come available to do various things within the Park.   4 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.   5 

  MR. FRANCIS:  I know you've done some work at the 6 

entrance to Herring Cove, but I took a ride down there 7 

the other day, and the North parking lot is an absolute 8 

mess.  And the erosion at the far end of the North 9 

parking lot is to the point where it's dangerous.   10 

  Is anything being done about this or being 11 

considered?    12 

  MR. PRICE:  That's two things.  Number one, we're 13 

just doing patchwork basically to that facility at this 14 

point.  As I mentioned, the board of selectmen -- we 15 

have our next round of funding in place for planning.  16 

We'll involve that whole Herring Cove area because we 17 

have a lot of issues happening all at the same time.  18 

We've got the erosion issues of the beach.  We have 19 

what's left of in essence a seawall, which is the line 20 

of the road that originally was put in there first in 21 

the 1930s, reinforced in the '50s and '60s, and it's my 22 

understanding the Park Service did a major reinforcement 23 

in the '70s.  So actually if you go up there now, it 24 



 

LINDA M. CORCORAN –  CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER 
(781) 585-8172 

39 

looks like it's eroded.  Well, last year it was even 1 

eroded twice that distance, and that macadam goes all 2 

the way down that far.  And the bathhouse needs to be 3 

replaced.  It's structurally unsound.  I've totally 4 

closed off the second floor from our employees, for 5 

example.   6 

  So what I want to do is a comprehensive plan, and 7 

we actually had a kick-off meeting cosponsored with the 8 

Center for Coastal Studies and with the Provincetown 9 

Conservation Commission a few weeks ago where we had 10 

Graham Giese and Mark Adams from our staff just talk 11 

about the history and the coastal geomorphology of that 12 

area.  How does the sand move?  For instance, I learned 13 

something I never knew, but where that bathhouse is 14 

right now in the 19th Century actually was a body of 15 

water.  It actually was a cove in Lacey's (phonetic) 16 

Harbor, I think is what it was called.  So the dynamics 17 

of the sand coming down and then filling that in created 18 

a flap in the future to build both the road and then the 19 

bathhouse area.  So we're dealing with changing systems, 20 

and we're dealing with manmade pieces that were put in 21 

there; i.e., the road, which is crumbling at Herring 22 

Cove South.  At one point the groins were put in, which 23 

were then affecting the rate of erosion south of Herring 24 
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Cove.  And what they've noticed, for instance, the 1 

regular rate of erosion as they presented at that 2 

meeting is about two feet a year, except south of 3 

Herring Cove, because of all this manmade structure, 4 

it's eroding five feet a year.  So eventually that's 5 

going to have a direct impact on Provincetown proper.   6 

  So there's a lot of things that we have to take 7 

into consideration, and it's a big project.  And I don't 8 

have the money to start that planning yet.  What I do 9 

have the money for, which will be starting soon, is, for 10 

instance, at the Moors Road area.  That's a section of 11 

road that also has to be resurfaced.  You can see where 12 

the culverts are it's starting to sink.  We also have 13 

that conflict there of a tremendous amount of foot 14 

traffic and bicycle traffic there on a busy day, and is 15 

there the opportunity to put a pedestrian/bikeway on the 16 

side of Moors Road, and how would we do that with the 17 

wetland and that sort of thing.  So there's still a lot 18 

of work that has to be done up in that area, up in the 19 

Province Lands area.   20 

  MR. FRANCIS:  But it is in the planning -- excuse 21 

me -- it is in the planning stages?   22 

  MR. PRICE:  The Moors Road, we have money to start 23 

the planning.  The Herring Cove, it's in queue to kick 24 
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it off, but we don't actually have the money in hand yet 1 

to start that.   2 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Because the way things are now at the 3 

North End, the long thin parking lot, I can see a car 4 

easily going over into the beach and getting hung up 5 

there, if it hasn't happened already.  Those bumpers are 6 

such that if somebody goes over that bumper, they've got 7 

about a six-foot drop to the beach, and the sand tends 8 

to blow in there and build up a ramp so that -- I've 9 

done it myself at least twice, just right up over the 10 

bumper and get caught on the other side.   11 

  MS. AVELLAR:  All right, I was going to bring it 12 

 up, but I appreciate you for bringing it up, Butch, 13 

 because there's a real fear in our town that the 14 

 Seashore is planning on letting it go eventually so that 15 

 we get shuttle bus out to the beach, which we certainly   16 

 don't want to happen.  And it is dangerous, and there 17 

 should be some warning at least in the areas that are 18 

 severely eroded or something put there so that people 19 

 don't do that because I've stepped out of my car 20 

 thinking I was stepping on sand, you know, or thinking I 21 

 was stepping on parking lot and, you know, had my 22 

 footing go out from under me.   23 

  So you can see where sometimes the sand comes right 24 
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 up to the flat surface and in other places the sand is   1 

 washed away.  You can see the macadams.  It goes down on 2 

 a slope, but it's very tricky.  You know, you don't know 3 

 necessarily all the time where you are up there.  So 4 

 there should be some kind of temporary something down up 5 

 there so nobody gets hurt in the summer like you're 6 

 saying and maybe drive off and kill somebody.  You could 7 

 kill a kid.  I mean, little children play up close to 8 

 that area and families back there, campers and stuff, 9 

 you know, up to the barriers at the beach and open up 10 

 the doors and have cookouts.  And we all know what goes   11 

 on out there.  And it's a very -- it's my favorite 12 

 beach, so I hope that -- and just as a point of  13 

 history, you know, I understand sand moves, but, you 14 

 know, about 25 years ago we planted the dunes so they 15 

 wouldn't move.  So there are things that the National 16 

 Park Service can do to remediate some of these 17 

 situations.   18 

  When my father was dying, the last drive I ever 19 

 took with him, I drove him down Beach Point, and when we 20 

 came along Route 6 west by East Harbor, he said to me 21 

 how he lamented the loss of the high dunes because the   22 

 people that talked the Park Service into planting them,   23 

 of course, once they got their ideas all into 24 
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 Provincetown, they all took off and went to greener 1 

 pastures.  So the dunes that used to be higher are flat   2 

 as pancakes now.  We can do something about the north 3 

 end of the Herring Cove parking lot.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Other comments, thoughts for the 5 

superintendent?   6 

  (No response.)  7 

OLD BUSINESS 8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Seeing none, old business?   9 

  (No response.)   10 

NEW BUSINESS 11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Seeing none, new business?   12 

  MR. PRICE:  Brenda, this was your -- 13 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Right, okay.   14 

ROLE OF THE ADVISORY COMMISSION  15 

IN ADVISING THE SUPERINTENDENT ON ZONING ISSUES 16 

  MS. BOLEYN:  As you may recall, I had proposed a 17 

motion having to do with zoning regulations to seek the 18 

support of the Advisory Commission for the work of the 19 

superintendent.  Because we did not have a quorum last 20 

time, that motion has been brought forward to today.  21 

And, as you know, there's been quite a bit of discussion 22 

about this, and there's a lot of it in the minutes of 23 

the last meeting.   24 
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  So, to start, I would like to move the following 1 

motion:  (Reading)  The Cape Cod National Seashore 2 

Advisory Commission endorses the efforts of the 3 

superintendent and the Secretary of the Interior to 4 

support zoning regulations in the Seashore towns that 5 

will limit development and construction -- and the 6 

construction of oversized dwellings that are now 7 

threatening the character of this national seashore (end 8 

reading).   9 

  MR. WATTS:  I second it.   10 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Moved and seconded.  Discussion?   11 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Brenda, I have a question about the 12 

words limit development, which seems to indicate limit 13 

any development, and if that's what the motion intends 14 

as opposed to limiting the kind of development that a 15 

lot of people don't want to see, then that's fine.  You 16 

might clarify --  17 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Let me just read that again:  18 

(Reading)  To support zoning regulations in the Seashore 19 

towns that will limit development and the construction 20 

of oversized dwellings that are now threatening the 21 

character of this national seashore (end reading).   22 

  MR. SPAULDING:  If you said limit development in 23 

the construction, is that your intent?  I'm just not 24 
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sure what your intent is because the way that reads it 1 

would be to support limit any development.  And maybe 2 

that's what you want to do, but that's how I read your 3 

motion.   4 

  MS. BOLEYN:  My intent was to be specific to 5 

oversized dwellings.   6 

  MR. SPAULDING:  So if you said limit development 7 

and instead of an you had in, would that accomplish your 8 

intent?    9 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Or as to.   10 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Right.   11 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  The lawyers here.   12 

  MS. BOLEYN:  That's good.  Let's hear a lawyer.   13 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Will limit development as to the 14 

construction of oversized dwellings.   15 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Okay.  Does that do it?   16 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Yeah.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Is that a friendly amendment to the  18 

 -- 19 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I think so.   20 

  MR. SABIN:  Does the seconder here agree?   21 

  MR. WATTS:  Yes.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Restate that motion, please.   23 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Yes.   24 
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  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   1 

  MS. BOLEYN:  (Reading)  The Cape Cod National 2 

Seashore Advisory Commission endorses the efforts of the 3 

superintendent and the Secretary of the Interior to 4 

support zoning regulations in the Seashore towns that 5 

will limit development as to the construction of 6 

oversized dwellings that are now threatening the 7 

character of this national seashore (end reading).   8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Further discussion?   9 

  (No response.)   10 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Seeing none, all in favor?  11 

  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.   12 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Opposed?   13 

  (No response.)   14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, Miss Brenda.   15 

BIKE TRAIL PLANNING 16 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Bike trail.   17 

  MR. PRICE:  Yeah, on the issue of New Business, you 18 

specifically had asked for an update on where we are on 19 

the bike trails, so I asked Clay Schofield from the Cape 20 

Cod Commission, who's been really leading the charge 21 

with us, and Karst to just give us an update.  We've had 22 

a couple of very successful public meetings.  We have 23 

some more scheduled for August, specifically to hit the 24 
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summer residents.   1 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  I was concerned about the 2 

replacement of Ben Pearson.  Karst is more than up to 3 

the task, and his humor is so lame it makes me sound 4 

funny.   5 

  (Laughter.)  6 

  MR. HOOGEBOOM:  I'm never going to live that down.   7 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  Anyway, we started with the scoping 8 

meeting for the bike path.  I guess it's almost a year 9 

now where we involved the community, and we have a 10 

steering committee which represents all the towns, 11 

MassBike and others.  We developed a map that looked at 12 

places on the Cape where bicyclists might want to go, 13 

campgrounds and things like that.   14 

  Let me back up a little bit.  This is a two-part 15 

study.  One is looking at a regional bicycle network 16 

that includes the whole Cape.  The idea is there's a lot 17 

of folks that are hardcore bicyclists that might ride 18 

their bike all the way out to the National Seashore.  19 

We'll accommodate them.  Then there is a more fine-20 

grained look at the communities around the Park to 21 

connect the downtown village centers, employment areas, 22 

and become a fairly useful community bicycling network.  23 

So that's where we're going.   24 
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  We identified all of these.  We actually had a 1 

campground here that somebody pointed out was a nudist 2 

campground, so we took that off.  Nude biking is 3 

probably not really very comfortable.   4 

  We had two public meetings in May, May 12, one on 5 

the mid-Cape and one out here.  We had about I think a 6 

total of 50 people show up.  We had very creative 7 

workshops where people were drawing on maps and things 8 

like that.  These are the maps that we had at that time.  9 

The points of interest have expanded quite a bit.  We 10 

also have the existing bike paths, the planned bicycle 11 

paths, and people had their own opinions as to what 12 

should be done.  So those are being incorporated through 13 

more detailed maps and a final report.   14 

  We've had several meetings with the steering 15 

committee, and we're starting to work on goals and 16 

objectives and kind of getting some direction to the 17 

study, and we're looking at bike paths that are 18 

separate.  We're looking at signage.  We're looking at 19 

share the road-type things, so it's all evolving.   20 

  Do you want me to talk about the extension?   21 

  MR. PRICE:  Sure.   22 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  One of the things that came up 23 

early in the study was a request from Mark Forest of 24 
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Delahunt's office to look into developing a concept for 1 

extending the rail trail all the way to Provincetown, 2 

and we came up with three alignments.  We also have had 3 

a lot of pressure on the other end to extend it down to 4 

Hyannis, and the idea would be then it would become the 5 

Teddy Kennedy Bike Trail or Multiuse Path.  We're still 6 

arguing about the semantics.  But I helped the last 7 

folks write a priority project that would -- we used to 8 

call them earmarks, but I guess it's a bad word now -- 9 

that would pay for that.  That would be part of the 10 

federal reauthorization of the transportation bill.  11 

   What I'm told is that it probably won't happen this 12 

year.  Next year is a congressional election year.  And 13 

I think a third of the senators are also going to be 14 

reelected, so they probably don't want to touch that 15 

then.  So it will probably be 2011 or 2012 before we see 16 

that reauthorization, but that's something that 17 

hopefully will happen.  I think it would be great.  You 18 

know, all we've gotten are great -- you know, I pulled 19 

my bike out of the shed actually because of the study.  20 

He always asks me, "Have you ridden it yet?"  I can't 21 

say yes, but I did pump up the tires.  22 

  (Laughter.) 23 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  And I do intend to ride the bike 24 
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trail.   1 

  MR. HOOGEBOOM:  By 2011 he'll be on it.   2 

  (Laughter.)  3 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  That's right.  Or my son will be.   4 

  Anyway, that's kind of an update, and we're moving 5 

forward.  Again, we should have probably meetings in 6 

August where we'll have the kind of existing conditions 7 

and a list of projects.  Again, what the state is going 8 

to do is kind of create a Sears catalog of projects, and 9 

they're all related and, if they're all buildable, work 10 

well together.  The idea is going to try to have towns 11 

get involved, other sources of funding, you know, just 12 

little pieces of this giant network.  And again, the 13 

first cut at the projects will be in August.   14 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  Could you please show me where it 15 

exists and then where the extension is?   16 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  The rail trail is this green right 17 

here (indicates).   18 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  The green one is the one that 19 

exists now?   20 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  That's the existing rail trail.   21 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  And the proposed?   22 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  Well, there are three alignments.  23 

This blue is actually a designated trail.  It's called 24 
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the Mass. Bike Route 1.  And parts of this are kind of 1 

scary.  They go along 6A and looks like that, but it's 2 

designated by the Commonwealth.  But there were three 3 

alignments we looked at.  One would follow a lot of 4 

this.  There was one that would go through the park, and 5 

then there was one that would be using as much of the 6 

old railroad driveway that exists.   7 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  So this doesn't look like what you 8 

want to have happen?   9 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  No.   10 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  What exists right now?   11 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  Right.  And again, the other one on 12 

this end would be coming from 134 and run down to the 13 

Hyannis Transportation Center (indicates).  And again, 14 

that would connect -- this is kind of the transportation 15 

hub, the ferries leaving, and this obviously is the 16 

transportation hub in Hyannis.   17 

  MR. PRICE:  Just to fill in on the planning aspect 18 

of it, a couple of things.  One is we understand in the 19 

'90s you all went through an extensive bike trail 20 

proposal process.  And it got to a certain point and 21 

either there weren't funds to continue it or in some 22 

cases there was some opposition.  We can't pretend that 23 

opposition is all gone.  However, it does seem like 24 
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certainly even from my observation biking and the bike 1 

experience in the Cape has just exploded.  We know that 2 

with our visitors.  We call the bike experience the 3 

second-largest recreational opportunity people do out 4 

here besides the beaches themselves.  And you ought to 5 

know that it's not just a NIMBY thing for an individual 6 

private property owner, but even our natural resource 7 

people may have issues with some of the proposals.  Some 8 

of the alignments go through some of Old Kings Highway, 9 

for instance, which are sand roads now, and if we're 10 

going to develop that, well, that's going to have an 11 

impact.  And where we are at that end of Truro and 12 

Wellfleet, that's the most continuous, nondeveloped, 13 

quote, areas in the Seashore for habitation.   14 

  So it's not a slam dunk, and even the three 15 

proposal routes were just scenarios to show what could 16 

happen.  So there's nothing that's gone any further than 17 

that.  I want to make sure everybody understands that.   18 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Peter?   19 

  MR. WATTS:  I think it's interesting that in zoning 20 

and now in the rail trail the real 400-pound gorilla is, 21 

how do you get through Wellfleet and Truro?   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Brenda?   23 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I think I read recently that there's 24 
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been a chunk of money approved for bike planning.   1 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  Yes, right.   2 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes, that's what this is.   3 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  That's what this is.  There's 4 

$250,000, so it's a fairly major study.   5 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Right, thank you.   6 

  MR. PRICE:  Alternate transportation money.   7 

  MR. HOOGEBOOM:  This says Cape Cod bicycle 8 

feasibility study.  That's actually a misnomer.  Clay 9 

and I know it's feasible.  It's an integrated bicycle 10 

plan for the Cape.  So that when a group or a town or 11 

the Seashore has an idea for bicycle-related activities 12 

they can fit it into the whole network of the ideas that 13 

we've already generated.   14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Rich? 15 

  MR. DELANEY:  By integrated do you also include 16 

other modes of transportation that would help facilitate 17 

biking, like (inaudible) buses to -- 18 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  We have a bunch of studies going 19 

on, and they'll intersect them.  We're looking at more 20 

transit facilities, and we're looking at areas where you 21 

can park and then get on the bus.  You don't have to 22 

drive into the park.  We're integrating that with 23 

bicycles so you can park and bike, for instance.  So 24 
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that those will be -- the decision-making with those 1 

would be extra facilities, bicycle facilities.  So we're 2 

looking at a fairly good big picture.   3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Other questions?   4 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  I wanted to mention one other 5 

thing.  We've been doing a lot of work with the 6 

Alternative Transportation in Parks and Public Lands, 7 

and we've created the (inaudible) that have been doing 8 

these studies.  There's a bunch of other things ongoing, 9 

the Intelligent Transportation Systems, the parking 10 

study.   11 

  I belong to a committee.  The Transportation 12 

Research Board is the national group dedicated to this, 13 

and they're sick and tired of me talking about this and 14 

how great the Cape is.  And we actually -- the National 15 

Seashore is a model for the rest of the country as far 16 

as working with communities and creating some of these 17 

things.  So this year they had their summer meeting on 18 

Cape Cod, and people from across the country, some of 19 

the big shots from Washington in the Park Service all 20 

came out here.  And we had a bus tour that looked at 21 

facilities, looked at what's been done out here, looked 22 

at some of the spin-offs because a lot of the things 23 

that happened at the Park also were supported by other 24 
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funding, and they all went home, and they're going to 1 

talk about us for a while.  Everybody was impressed by 2 

what's been going on down here.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  One of the other groups we hosted was 4 

the Senate staff that's working on the reauthorization.  5 

So we had members of the staff and members of some of 6 

the senior senators on that staff, and they came out.  I 7 

thought it was great.  It was actually a project -- a 8 

trip that was planned with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 9 

Service, but they chose the Cape to highlight the 10 

National Park Service involvement.  And some of our 11 

people came down from Region, and Clay and Karst 12 

participated, and actually Candy came from the 13 

Provincetown Chamber to talk about the importance of 14 

connection of public transportation, and they went away 15 

also very impressed.   16 

  One of the other things that interests me is, when 17 

you take a look at the Cape, the other thing that's a 18 

parallel track that's going along is also Congressman 19 

Delahunt is really pushing water transportation and the 20 

whole cultural coast from the Boston Harbor Islands down 21 

to Provincetown.  So we really do look at water 22 

transportation as the other link.  And as a matter of 23 

fact, an attorney I was talking to in Boston who doesn't 24 
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have a vehicle because she lives in Boston but she comes 1 

to the Cape about five or six times a year -- and she 2 

takes her bike across on the ferry to Provincetown, and 3 

that's how she experiences the Cape.  So to have this 4 

kind of a bike trail connection I think is fabulous.   5 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  Well, since you opened the door, I 6 

can talk about (inaudible).   7 

  We actually this year started a cooperative 8 

marketing program through the Seashore with the ferry 9 

providers, and what's happening is they're taking the 10 

flex and all that information that you can get around 11 

the Outer Cape once you get here by ferry, plane, or 12 

bus.  And we're getting tremendous return on that 13 

investment.  They're giving us free advertising for all 14 

that.   15 

  So we're hoping to spark more and more people to do 16 

that, take the ferry or, you know, Cape Air to get here 17 

and then, once they get here, use the bus to get around.  18 

And we see a lot of value in that source.  We'll see how 19 

it goes this summer.   20 

  MR. PRICE:  Great.  We don't have any dates for the 21 

August public meetings?   22 

  MR. SCHOFIELD:  No, not yet.  We were kicking it 23 

around right now.   24 
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  MR. HOOGEBOOM:  We might be closing in on the 10th 1 

for one of them.  More to come. 2 

  MR. PRICE:  So as part of our process, our planning 3 

process, then we had two public meetings.  Well, we've 4 

been working with individual towns.  So each individual 5 

town has already contributed members.  We've had the 6 

meeting with the group.  They've met in person and via 7 

e-mail several times now, and then several weeks ago 8 

they had two public meetings that were both very well 9 

attended, one in Hyannis and one in Wellfleet.  And then 10 

the plan is to do two more publicized meetings in August 11 

so we get especially the summer residents so they have 12 

the opportunity to see what's planned and have 13 

opportunity for input.  And I certainly appreciate the 14 

folks, our Park Service people from Denver that agreed 15 

to do that because we don't usually stretch it out that 16 

far, but we thought hit the town people before the 17 

summer season really starts and then hit the summer 18 

people.  And I think we'll get a much better cross-19 

section of user groups.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Great job.  Use that bike.   21 

  (Laughter.)  22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Get one for George.   23 

  (Laughter.) 24 
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  MR. SABIN:  That might (inaudible).   1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Yeah, exactly.   2 

  Other new business?   3 

  (No response.)   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  If I could, a point of personal 5 

privilege, sort of new business.   6 

  This is my last meeting, as most of you know.  I 7 

remember like yesterday five years ago.  When I came 8 

back from a trip to China, sitting on my desk was a 9 

letter from Secretary Norton asking me to chair the Cape 10 

Cod National Seashore Advisory Commission.  And I was a 11 

little skeptical, even though I had played many hours 12 

and lived on the Cape, that I didn't have the background 13 

to do this.  And I think that some folks in the Cape 14 

agreed with me, my skepticism.  But it's been one of my 15 

best decisions that I've made not to go on my instincts 16 

and to do this.  It has been a terrific experience for 17 

me, mostly because of you all.  You've been terrific to 18 

me.  And I've had the privilege of working with Maria 19 

and Michael, and George has been phenomenal and the rest 20 

of the great public servants that make up the employees 21 

of this great park.  And I've got to say a special 22 

thanks to my right-hand person Brenda, who has been 23 

phenomenal.  I couldn't have done this without Brenda.   24 
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  And kudos to, quite frankly, Senator Kennedy's 1 

office and Congressman Delahunt's office, who have been 2 

fabulous.  And I agree with them as much as I agree with 3 

Judith on things sometimes, but they've been fabulous 4 

when it comes to the Cape Cod National Seashore.   5 

  It's been terrific, and I hope during my five years 6 

we've never forgotten that our number one task is to be 7 

the eyes and ears and sometimes the voice of the 8 

hundreds of thousands of people who live and play and 9 

love the park like we do.  And I think, if nothing else, 10 

then we've done the job well.   11 

  So thank you all for five great years.  It's been 12 

terrific.  I appreciate it.   13 

  (Applause.) 14 

  MR. PRICE:  We're not exactly going to let you off 15 

that easy.   16 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  An autographed picture of Obama.  How 17 

nice.   18 

  (Laughter.) 19 

  MR. PRICE:  Ron, I've got to tell you, I certainly 20 

appreciate knowing you this period of time.  All I knew 21 

about you before I came here was the controversy.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I did that well.   23 

  MR. PRICE:  You did that well.   24 
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  But we just wanted to acknowledge your work here 1 

and just wanted to give you a plaque in appreciation.   2 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  You need longer arms.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  I know and I left my glasses at the 4 

other end.   5 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Here they are.   6 

  MR. PRICE:  Just wanted to give you this 7 

acknowledgment in appreciation of your tenure, 8 

dedication, and support of the mission and goals of the 9 

Commission and the Cape Cod National Seashore.  Thank 10 

you for your time, your meeting management, I should say 11 

your patience, your goodwill, your spirit, your 12 

cooperation, your support and advice and counsel.   13 

  But, Ron, thank you very much.   14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, sir.   15 

  (Applause.) 16 

  MR. PRICE:  And in the Park Service, we always give 17 

out trinkets.   18 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Of course.   19 

  MR. PRICE:  So that's for you.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  May I open it now? 21 

  MR. PRICE:  Please.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  It must be parking tickets.   23 

  MR. PRICE:  It's not a (inaudible).   24 
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  MR. KAUFMAN:  I hope it's a raincoat.  Oh, great.   1 

  MR. PRICE:  And because you always have your cohort 2 

with you, Matt -- Matt, you at least deserve a hat.   3 

  MR. MINCIELI:  Thanks very much.  Appreciate it.   4 

  MR. PRICE:  Thank you.   5 

  And besides appreciation from the superintendent's 6 

office, we even have fans from the Employee's 7 

Association.   8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Really?   9 

  MS. BROWNELL:  Ron, the Employee's Association 10 

wanted to get you something because we wanted to 11 

recognize your support and your generosity to the 12 

Employee's Association.  The Employee's Association was 13 

formed to foster team spirit between the employees, and 14 

with your help that's being accomplished.   15 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  That means I've bought more trinkets 16 

than anybody else.   17 

  (Laughter.)  18 

  MS. BROWNELL:  That's right.  You're our best 19 

customer. 20 

  But we got you this mug that says:  (Reading)  21 

Restore and conserve.  Protect and preserve.  Support 22 

and service.  Every day you make a difference (end 23 

reading).   24 
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  And you made a difference here, Ron.  You did.   1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  You're very kind.   2 

  MS. BROWNELL:  Not only in the work you did here 3 

but supporting the association really did make a 4 

difference.  So we wanted you to have a little gift that 5 

would remind you of the Seashore, and we wanted you to 6 

have a little gift that would remind you of all the 7 

employees that work here.  So we got you this shirt, but 8 

when you wear it, you have to say it's your National 9 

Pahk Service.  Then you'll remember all of us.   10 

  Thank you for all your support.  We really 11 

appreciate it. 12 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   13 

  (Applause.)  14 

  MR. PRICE:  This is Rainie Brownell.  She heads up 15 

our Employee's Association, a Provincetown girl.   16 

  And it's not over.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  The best is yet to come. 18 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Well, some of us remember five years 19 

ago.  It doesn't seem possible that it was five years 20 

ago.   21 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  It doesn't. 22 

  MS. BOLEYN:  And the reception you received here 23 

was not always, I'm sure, not what you might have 24 
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expected.  And what I remember is that you handled it so 1 

graciously, and, in fact, you made your first phone call 2 

to me.  I was on a bus just pulling into the station in 3 

Hartford, couldn't hear very well.  It was all kind of 4 

surreal.  And so I called Ron back from the hotel room, 5 

and the story unfolded.  And then the press, of course, 6 

covered this pretty well and raised a lot of questions 7 

and so forth, and it was a little awkward, to say the 8 

least.  And Ron came to the first meeting, and he was so 9 

gracious.  He went around, introduced himself to all the 10 

staff members, and then he just slipped right in, and 11 

he's been working for us ever since.  I know that he's 12 

been working behind the scenes in Washington in ways 13 

that we do not understand or details are not available, 14 

et cetera.   15 

  But you have just been an enormous asset to this 16 

advisory commission, and we are really, really going to 17 

miss you.  And I have a little personal gift for you 18 

purchased at one of my favorite emporiums down the road.  19 

And I have to explain this a little bit.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  May I open this in public? 21 

  (Laughter.)   22 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Yes. 23 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  (Inaudible). 24 
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  MS. BOLEYN:  It's a horseshoe crab. 1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I thought it was a hat at first.   2 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Now, you have to understand that 3 

horseshoe crabs are symbolic of good health and long 4 

life, and they're also very, very special animals, and 5 

so we have for you a tagged horseshoe crab, of course.  6 

And it seems to me that since it's a cuddly horseshoe 7 

crab, when you remove the tag, it's recyclable to your 8 

little grandson.  And so we wish you the very best.   9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, ma'am. 10 

  MS. BOLEYN:  And come back often, please.   11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I promise you I will.  Thank you.   12 

  (Applause.)  13 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Peter?   14 

  MR. WATTS:  I suppose this means that we'll no 15 

longer get Easter eggs or Christmas tree ornaments from 16 

the White House.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Well, not from the White House.   18 

  (Laughter.)  19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  It has nothing to do with me leaving, 20 

you know.    21 

  Thank you.  This means a lot to me, and again, I 22 

can't say enough about the friendships that you all have 23 

given me.  It means that the best part of this whole job 24 
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has been the people, so thank you all.   1 

  As part of the people, the best part to me always 2 

has been on the agenda is the public comments.  And we 3 

do a lot of controversial things, and people are very 4 

passionate for all the right reasons.  I want to give 5 

special kudo to dune buggy and dune shack people and 6 

everyone else who comes and pours their heart out to us 7 

and expresses their feelings and a great part of the 8 

service.  And the truth is the reason this commission 9 

exists is for you all.  So a special thanks to all of 10 

you who come each meeting to help us do our job better.  11 

So kudos to you all.  Thank you for being a big part of 12 

this.  It means a lot to me.   13 

  Okay, moving right along.  I don't want to get 14 

emotional.  I was with my old boss this weekend up at 15 

Kennebunkport.  He's the crazy person who jumped out of 16 

a plane again for his 85th birthday.   17 

DATE AND AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING 18 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Date and agenda for next meeting.   19 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, at this point we're obviously in 20 

the process of trying to get new appointees and get the 21 

Secretary's nod on a new chair, so certainly as the vice 22 

chair Brenda would be taking the lead.   23 

  The reason we did Friday this time was specifically 24 



 

LINDA M. CORCORAN –  CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER 
(781) 585-8172 

66 

because of our schedules.  If you want to go back to 1 

Monday, Brenda, I'm thinking about September.   2 

  MS. BOLEYN:  September?  Well, let's just see if 3 

there's a consensus for Mondays or Fridays.   4 

  Mondays are better for you, Larry?   5 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Mondays.   6 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Do Mondays work?  I'm hearing a vote 7 

for Monday.   8 

  MS. AVELLAR:  People go away on Friday. 9 

  MS. BOLEYN:  True.   10 

  MR. PRICE:  The 14th or the 21st?   11 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Yeah, I was just going to say -- 12 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Let's skip the 21st.   13 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Okay.   14 

  MR. FRANCIS:  What about the 14th?   15 

  MS. BOLEYN:  The 14th might work.  Shall we put it 16 

down for the 14th?  Usual time.   17 

  MR. PRICE:  My strategy with the Department of 18 

Interior is to let them know that's our next official 19 

date, and therefore, it would be beneficial for all if 20 

we have these appointments in place by then.  So we'll 21 

see how much sway I have with the White House.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  More than I do.   23 

  (Laughter.)  24 
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  MR. SABIN:  Losing your grip, huh?  1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  So gone. 2 

  (Laughter.)   3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Any thoughts on the agenda?  Any 4 

additions or suggestions for the agenda for the next 5 

meeting?  Mr. Delaney?   6 

  MR. DELANEY:  I'd like to have us at least mention 7 

and maybe get a report on two ocean-related issues.  8 

Most of our work has been focused on the terrestrial 9 

side of the Park, but I know or you probably know that 10 

there will be a Massachusetts ocean plan that will be at 11 

least in its first draft on the street by that time.  In 12 

fact, it should be on the street at the end of this 13 

month.  And I think it might be hopefully of interest to 14 

the Commission to have a little briefing.  I'd be happy 15 

to provide that, or we can invite one of the state 16 

people in.   17 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Sure.   18 

  MR. DELANEY:  And then the second ocean-related 19 

issue is I know -- maybe it's too soon for George to 20 

have had a report, but the Park Service along with the 21 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and I 22 

think Fish and Wildlife -- several federal agencies have 23 

been talking about developing an ocean literacy public 24 
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education and outreach campaign, which I think is 1 

excellent and I applaud it.  And I'd like to maybe -- I 2 

wonder if George would -- the superintendent would have 3 

a report on that at the next meeting.   4 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Say that again, Rich.  Ocean literacy?   5 

  MR. DELANEY:  Ocean literacy is the buzzword, but 6 

it's an effort that has been taking over many places to 7 

increase the public's awareness about oceans, 8 

particularly with climate change coming on quickly and 9 

many of the most dramatic and immediate impacts probably 10 

will be affecting the health of the ocean.   11 

  MR. PRICE:  One of the things that's been 12 

recognized in the Park Service, especially in ocean-13 

facing parks, is that unless you're like a Key Biscayne 14 

or a St. John's in the Virgin Islands, they haven't 15 

spent a lot of time, energy, or resources.  So even here 16 

at the Seashore our boundary's a quarter mile off the 17 

beach, and yet certainly in the history of the Seashore 18 

we haven't spent any attention on what does that mean 19 

and how significant is that in our work.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Other thoughts?   21 

  (No response.)  22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Seeing none --  23 

  MS. BOLEYN:  I suggest that we submit to the 24 
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Federal Register our usual boilerplate kind of thing, 1 

knowing that we have the flexibility, if we wish to do 2 

so, to add things to the superintendent's report since 3 

we don't have any action items proposed.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Okay.   5 

  MS. BOLEYN:  We need a lot of lead time, as we 6 

know, to get that through.   7 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  (Inaudible)?  8 

  MS. BOLEYN:  No.   9 

  Public comment?   10 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Yes, sir?   11 

  MR. SPAULDING:  It might be interesting to have the 12 

attorney obviously not come here but just give us a 13 

summary of the status of that particular case, where it 14 

is and where he thinks it's going and some timing 15 

because there were some questions about what's happening 16 

next.   17 

  MR. PRICE:  Are you talking about the land court?   18 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Right.   19 

  MR. PRICE:  Yeah.  We were warned ahead of time 20 

apparently -- and maybe you folks know this, but 21 

apparently land court cases apparently take a long  22 

 time.   23 

  MR. SPAULDING:  They do.   24 



 

LINDA M. CORCORAN –  CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER 
(781) 585-8172 

70 

  MR. PRICE:  And it's not something we typically get 1 

involved in.  So our own attorneys are seeking counsel 2 

from other folks that are more familiar with the 3 

process.   4 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  I'd be interested because that 5 

seems to be something that everyone asks us.  I don't 6 

have a lot of answers, so I'd be interested myself.   7 

  MR. PRICE:  Yeah, I mean, it's hot and heavy right 8 

now. 9 

  MS. STEPHENSON:  It's a very physical issue.   10 

  MR. PRICE:  I mean, I believe there's going to be 11 

two -- you know, again, I don't understand it all, but I 12 

think both parties will be going before the judge for 13 

other kinds of judgments and whatnot soon.  So I'm not 14 

sure if that's just part of the process and that's a 15 

compulsory-type thing and, therefore, it still gets put 16 

off or --  17 

  MR. SPAULDING:  That's why it would be good just to 18 

have him give us a summary, you know, as to where it is 19 

and what's happening.   20 

  MR. PRICE:  Okay.   21 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Any other thoughts?   22 

  (No response.)  23 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Seeing none, public comment.   24 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Yes, ma'am?   2 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (GAIL FERGUSON):  I have a public 3 

request.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Would you introduce yourself?   5 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. FERGUSON):  Yeah, my name's 6 

Gail Ferguson.  I'm a Wellfleet resident, and this 7 

pertains to the Blasch situation.   8 

  I'm wondering if there's some way that an ordinary 9 

citizen now or in the future can come into this facility 10 

and read some of the public papers that have been filed 11 

with the court.  Normally you can only get them by going 12 

to the court in Boston.  But on occasion I've wondered 13 

about the pleadings, and I know as the briefs are 14 

submitted to the court, I'd like to look at a brief.  So 15 

I throw that out there for you, not that I expect an 16 

answer right now, but I would be interested in being 17 

able to come in -- 18 

  THE COURT REPORTER:  Can we stop for a second? 19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Okay, go ahead. 20 

  (Pause off the record.) 21 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  We're back on the record.   22 

  MR. PRICE:  So I'm not even sure what's been 23 

submitted yet versus what's supposed to be submitted 24 
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again, but if you can leave me your information, I'd be 1 

glad to let you know whatever we've got.   2 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. FERGUSON):  Sure.   3 

  MR. PRICE:  Do you need any of the other 4 

preliminary information that's the basis of -- or do you 5 

have that already?   6 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. FERGUSON):  No.   7 

  MR. PRICE:  That's been distributed numerous times 8 

already.   9 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. FERGUSON):  I'm not sure what 10 

you mean by preliminary information, but particularly as 11 

briefs are written and submitted to the court, I would 12 

find them interesting myself.  And as I said, we're so 13 

far from the court that it's not an easy matter to just 14 

go there and get a copy.  It would be easier to come 15 

here.   16 

  MR. PRICE:  Sure, and certainly if you give me your 17 

name and address.   18 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. FERGUSON):  Actually, I will.  19 

  Thank you.   20 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Is the Town of Wellfleet a party?   21 

  MR. PRICE:  Yes.   22 

  MR. SPAULDING:  Because that information --  23 

  MR. PRICE:  There are three parties on the other 24 
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side, the Town of Wellfleet being the board of selectmen 1 

and the ZBA and then the Blasches.   2 

  MR. SPAULDING:  The point I was making is that 3 

those copies ought to be available at the town hall.  4 

The attorney would send them to the selectmen, and they 5 

are a matter of public record.  So you might be able to 6 

get them another way.   7 

  MR. PRICE:  I think we have their copies as well.  8 

I apologize.  Lauren's the one that's on top of this.   9 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Other?  Yes, ma'am?   10 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (SALLY ADAMS):  Hi, Sally Adams.  11 

I'm one of the dune shack contingent.   12 

  And if I could ask through the chair for additional 13 

information about the Collaborative Building Institute 14 

and exactly what the schedule is from here forward 15 

because to have one or two meetings this summer seems 16 

extraordinarily ambitious given the history of the 17 

subcommittee.  You actually have from the dune shack 18 

contingent the three people who were nominated or who 19 

were offered up as designees for the subcommittee, so we 20 

would really love to hear what plans are more 21 

specifically.   22 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Sure.  George?   23 

  MR. PRICE:  Well, as I said, we're actually in the 24 
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process right now of executing a contract between our 1 

offices and the CBI, the Collaborative Building 2 

Institute, and as soon as that happens, then we'll have 3 

a better idea as to what kind of time frame.  Frankly, 4 

I'm the one that's pushing to try to get a meeting off 5 

the ground before the end of this season only because of 6 

the extreme delay and the opportunity to try to take 7 

advantage of folks when they're around.  So that was my 8 

goal.  And I haven't even talked to CBA (sic) yet 9 

because it wouldn't be appropriate because they're not 10 

on board, but that's where I left it.   11 

  But, frankly, as I've polled the committee members 12 

that we have on paper already to try to find out what 13 

your schedules are, obviously we try to set a date with 14 

the biggest critical mass of folks that will be here.  15 

What I didn't want to do was to drag this out and have 16 

the first meeting be in December.  It would certainly 17 

have the appearance that we're trying to do something 18 

else.  So at least if I can get a meeting off the ground 19 

with this group before, like I said, the summer or fall 20 

is out, hopefully that will demonstrate what we're 21 

attempting to do to kind of set, you know, the stake in 22 

the ground that this is officially started because I 23 

know there's been a lot of frustration.   24 
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  So I don't have anything more specific than that 1 

until we talk to the contractor and set something up.   2 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. ADAMS):  If I may.   3 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Of course.   4 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. ADAMS):  The contractor was 5 

selected through what process?  And what exactly is 6 

their charge?   7 

  MR. PRICE:  Their charge primarily would be working 8 

as a facilitator with the Park Service and with the 9 

parties on trying to develop alternatives that would 10 

help us create a use plan for the dune shacks for now 11 

and for the future.   12 

  I mention -- actually, Mary-Jo asked what was so 13 

special about Rich when he was the chair.  I mentioned 14 

Rich had -- in my experience, Rich had all of these 15 

abilities to pull this together under an EA or a NEPA 16 

process, which is our decision-making process.  So 17 

without having an individual on staff and being able to 18 

do it this way, I've solicited funds to bring in this 19 

group that's worked with the National Park Service in 20 

other places.  They've worked with a lot of other 21 

communities, and they have a long resume.  So they've 22 

worked, for instance, most recently down in Cape 23 

Hatteras on their off-road vehicle policies, for 24 
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example.  So they understand how to work I think with 1 

the federal government, specifically the National Park 2 

Service, and certainly they know how to understand how 3 

to work with communities on pretty difficult and often 4 

emotional issues.    5 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  As the superintendent said, process 6 

is very important.  Doing the process right is really 7 

important to you all.  The Park Service, again, is 8 

desperate to do it right so they don't get into a 9 

situation where they have to spend an awful lot of money 10 

that would be wasted and not spent the right way.  So 11 

they're trying desperately to do it right so it's open, 12 

fair, and prompt.   13 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Like the money that was wasted on 14 

the ethnographer?   15 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  I'm sorry?   16 

  MR. PRICE:  Actually, that money wasn't wasted.  17 

That report was exceptional.  It was only the conclusion 18 

that was at odds.   19 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Please.   20 

  And would you all identify yourself.   21 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (PETER CLEMONS):  Peter Clemons, a 22 

fairly frequent guest here.   23 

  I think I'd be remiss in not thanking the chair for 24 
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his words over the years saying how much he appreciated 1 

the involvement of the dune dwellers.  I brought -- I 2 

didn't know how many of you are still familiar to the 3 

case, but this is -- the Traditional Cultural Property 4 

Association did a mission statement two years ago or 5 

three years.  So I'm going to distribute it to each of 6 

you, and on the back is a press release from Senator 7 

Kerry back in August of 2007, just two pieces of paper.  8 

And what I'd like you to do as an advisory commission is 9 

just look at it again, if you have never seen it.  I 10 

know Senator Kerry was told by this group and by the 11 

superintendent that this subcommittee was going to meet, 12 

and that sort of deflected his interest in pursuing this 13 

TCP agenda.   14 

  The TCP, for those of you who don't know, was a 15 

blue ribbon study done by ethnographers.  It was 16 

George's predecessor, Maria Burks, who set this up.  She 17 

said, "We're going to have a blue ribbon committee to 18 

discuss the dune shacks."  That sort of, you know, 19 

suggested that we were getting somewhere.  You know, 20 

we're now 40-50 years into this subject.  I suppose we 21 

could say that great things have happened because the 22 

dune shacks are still there; not just the buildings, but 23 

the people.   24 
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  I'd like to point out that there are three 1 

individuals who've grown up on the dunes from childhood.  2 

My son, Janet Armstrong, Sally Adams grew up in summers 3 

in some of these properties, all the while, you know, 4 

hearing their parents talk about the case, the legal 5 

issues, the solutions, the fact that bulldozers could 6 

appear any moment.  So I suppose we've come a long way 7 

from the days when they were destroyed.  Our friends, 8 

Grace Bessay and Andrew Fuller, witnessed two of their 9 

most historic dune shacks in Truro get bulldozed by the 10 

federal government.  I think I've said this over and 11 

over again. 12 

  But we -- you know, for a variety of reasons, this 13 

is a culture and a traditional lifestyle that we value.  14 

And I have to say that for all the years that this 15 

subject has come before this group, you know, I don't 16 

know whether any of you hear the issue, and I don't know 17 

what you think our concerns are.  I'd like an apology 18 

from the federal government just for starters.  Just for 19 

starters.  You know, and something I would like just -- 20 

let me say this.  Mark Twain said, "If you're angry, 21 

count to four.  If you're very angry, swear."  I don't 22 

think you've heard us swearing a lot, but I don't know 23 

how many of you really understand how angry we are that 24 
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this isn't something that you can digest.   1 

  You know, we've been through four or five 2 

superintendents.  Hello.  You know, somebody along the 3 

way should say, "We're sorry for putting you through 4 

this, and let's get the solution."  If you want all of 5 

these shacks to go to nonprofits, say it.  Tell us what 6 

your goal is.  We've got an ethnography study that's 250 7 

pages long that is supported by the people who wrote 8 

Bulletin 38, and it's time to look back at that and say, 9 

"Why did we do it?  What was the point?"   10 

  And this is all I have to say.  Thank you.   11 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you, Peter.   12 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MR. CLEMONS):  I was going to wear 13 

my Obama T-shirt for you, Ron.   14 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   15 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MR. CLEMONS):  But I avoided that.   16 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Yes, ma'am?   17 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (CAROL CARLSON):  Carol Carlson 18 

from the Peaked Hill Trust.   19 

  And I just want to say that our position, or at 20 

least I can speak for some of our members and board, is 21 

that we do acknowledge the importance of the families 22 

that have been out there for generations and equally 23 

acknowledge the importance it's been to people of our 24 
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town for those areas that are public access.  And I 1 

think that part of the complexity of this process is 2 

that this culture is a mixed culture, and all the parts 3 

are important.  I don't think it should be one or the 4 

other.  And I think that sitting down at a table with 5 

facilitators to try to make it all work and maintain 6 

what it has always been.  I mean, we have two members 7 

that have been out there for over 70 years.  And again, 8 

it's not to understate the importance of the generations 9 

of families that have been out there but to find a way 10 

to acknowledge the fact that it is a culture that's 11 

diverse and unique.   12 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you very much.   13 

  Yes, ma'am.   14 

  AUDIENCE MEMBER (MS. ADAMS):  And just to state my 15 

point of view, I agree completely that process is 16 

important, and I understand that that is necessary with 17 

the various governments and entities and groups and 18 

organizations and individuals involved.  We would just 19 

like to see it get started.   20 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Me too.   21 

  Thank you.  Thank you all.   22 

  Any other comment?   23 

  (No response.)  24 
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ADJOURNMENT 1 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Then I move for adjournment if there 2 

are not others.   3 

  MS. BOLEYN:  So moved.   4 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Second?   5 

  MR. FRANCIS:  Second.   6 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  All in favor?   7 

  BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.   8 

  MR. KAUFMAN:  Thank you all.  I pass the gavel.  9 

Ashes to ashes.   10 

  MS. BOLEYN:  Thank you, again, Ron.   11 

  (Applause.) 12 

  (Whereupon, at 2:35 p.m. the proceedings were  13 

concluded.)  14 
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