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I1lustration 101. Penniman House: Dining Room (Room 106), Northwest
Corner, Showing Doorways to Closet, Front Hall, and Pantry (1984).




Illustration 103. Penniman House: Dining Room (Room 106),
Ceiling Paper Uncovered During Removal of Later Ceiling (1984).




I1lustration 102. Penniman House: Dining Room (Room 106),
West-Wall Mantelshelf (1984).



Illustration 104, Penniman House: Dining Room (Room 106), Northwest Corner,
Showing Doorways to Closet, Front Hall, and Pantry (1984).
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the other first-floor rooms, there is a recessed area under the
mantelshelf. It is 2 feet 7 inches wide and 2 feet 10 inches high. The
original stovepipe thimble and cover have been removed from this recessed
area. It assumed that they were of the same design as, and placed
similarly to, the stovepipe openings in the other first-floor rooms.

Mechanical Equipment

The original heat source in the dining room was a coal and wood
stove. The original 1light source was the kerosene chandelier that hung
in the center of the room.

Alterations

When the hot-air furnace was installed ca. 1890, a register was
installed in the floor beneath the mantelshelf. This register was the
same size, and more than likely the same design, as the existing register
in Room 103.  Around 1920, the original wallpaper and ceiling paper were
replaced. Remnants of the wallpaper and most of the ceiling paper hung
at this time were found when the later pressed-cardboard ceiling was
removed (I11. 103). Both the wall and ceiling papers have a matched
pattern in shades of brown. Around 1930, an electrical outlet was
installed in the baseboard of the east wall.

The ceiling light in the center of the room also may have been
electrified at this time, although the existing fixture appears to be
later. The switch for this light is 1located on the north wall. The
pressed-board ceiling was installed ca. 1940.15 At this time, the
cast-plaster medallion in the center of the ceiling was removed. The
most recent alteration to the dining room was made ca. 1950, when the
wallpaper was stripped from the walls and they were painted with a gray
latex paint. Illustrations 104 and 105 show the present condition of the
dining room.

G. Room 107: Pantry

Room 107 is the pantry. It bears this name on the original drawings
for the house, and has always been used for this function. The southwest
corner of the room consists of a convexly curving wall that is the curved
east wall of the adjacent front hall (Room 102). Built-in drawers and
shelves are located at the north end of the west wall, which is not
curved; built-in shelves also line the east wall. The pantry provides
passage between the kitchen and dining room.

Floor

The floor in the pantry matches the floor in the Kkitchen. It
consists of pine boards 4-1/2 to 5 inches wide originally finished with



pigmented oil. The floor inside the south cupboard along the east wall
retains its original finish; elsewhere, the floor has been painted over.

Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling in the pantry are finished with 1lath and
plaster. The walls originally were painted with a lead-base,
salmon-colored paint. The ceiling was painted with white calcimine.

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard is 7-3/4 inches high, with a simple beveled
upper edge.

Doorways. The doorway casings are simple, 2-inch-wide strips of wood
with a beveled surface (Appendix G, Molding K). The casings originally
were painted the same salmon color as the plaster walls. The doors are
typical for the first floor, and are discussed in the descriptions of the
adjoining kitchen and dining room. The surfaces of the doors are grained
to match the kitchen graining.

Windows. There are no windows in the pantry.

West-Wall Cabinetry. In the alcove formed at the north end of the
west wall by the curved wall of the front hall is built-in cabinetry,
consisting of three drawers below a waist-high counter surface, and three
shelves above (Il1ls. 106-107). The individual drawers are 2 feet 8
inches long, 1 foot 6 inches wide, and 7-3/4 inches deep. The faces of
the individual drawers, as well as the 1-inch portion of the frame
separating the drawers, is grained; the remainder of the wood is painted
salmon. The back edge of the counter surface has a groove to hold
plates. The shelves above the counter surface are 3 feet 7 inches 1long
and 1 inch thick, and they vary in width from 11-1/4 to 13 inches. The
shelves are located at 1 foot 3 inches, 3 feet 7-3/4 inches, and 4 feet
10 inches above the counter top. The edges of these shelves are grained,
and their surfaces are painted salmon.

East-Wall Shelves. The five shelves along the east wall run its full
length. Originally, they were all open shelves; the shelves on the south
end are now closed in to form cupboards. The shelves are 1 foot 1 inch
wide and 1 inch thick. They are located at heights of 1 foot 11 inches,
3 feet 4-1/4 inches, 4 feet 10-1/4 inches, 5 feet 11-1/4 inches and 7
feet 3-1/2 inches above the floor. The ends of the shelves are supported
by ledger strips five-eighths of an inch thick and 1-1/4 inches wide. In
their center they are supported by 1-inch dowels and 3-foot-long ledger
strips. Like the west-wall shelves, the edges of the shelves are
grained, while their surfaces are painted salmon.




Illustration 107. Penniman House: Pantry (Room 107), Drawers
in West-Wall Alcove (1984).



I1lustration 108. Penniman House: Pantry (Room 107), Hardware
on Alcove Drawers (1984).




Hardware

The hardware on the pantry doors has been described already in the
descriptions of the kitchen and dining room. The west-wall pantry
drawers have cast-iron pulls (I11. 108).

Mechanical Equipment

The pantry has never had a separate heat source. Its original
lighting was probably a wall-mounted kerosene lamp. The design and
location of this lamp is unknown.

Alterations

Few changes have been made to the original architectural fabric of
the pantry. Doors have been added to the south end of the east shelving,
to form cupboards. The upper cupboard, which covers the top four
shelves, is 3 feet 6-1/2 inches wide and 3 feet 11-3/8 inches high. It
has double doors constructed with beaded matched boards. They are hung
with 2-inch, three-knuckle cabinet hinges, and have circular pivoting
brass latches.

The lower cupboard was built within the area between the bottom shelf
and the floor. This cupboard has double doors constructed with
random-width boards half an inch thick and wire nails. The doors have no
hinges. They are held in place with wooden slats. Inside the lower
cupboard, at a height of 8-1/4 inches above the floor, is a modern shelf.

In addition to the alterations to the east-wall shelving, the pantry
walls and woodwork were repainted twice. The grained edges of the
shelves and the doors, however, have never been overpainted. The ceiling
has been repainted at least once, and the floor twice.

Around 1930, the pantry was wired for electricity. A pull-chain
porcelain fixture is located on the ceiling, and an outlet sits in the
west wall.
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SECOND-STORY ROOMS

A. Room 201: Southwest Bedroom

Room 201 is the southwest bedroom. On the original second-floor plan
for the house, it is shown with a bed centered on the north wall. Room
201 is roughly square in shape, measuring 12 feet 2-1/2 inches by 12 feet
1 inch. It is accessible from the second-floor front hall (Room 202) and
from the southwest bedroom (Room 204), through a closet in the east
wall. Single windows are located in the west and south walls. A pair of
drawers is built into the south wall, east of the window.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 201 consists of random-width (4-10 inches)
flush pine boards--the same as that found in the first-floor rooms where
carpeting was the original floor covering. All evidence of the original
carpet, except for the tack holes around the perimeter of the room, has
been destroyed. No historic photographs have been found to date of this
room, so the design and colors of the carpet are unknown. The grass
matting presently covering the floor in this room was installed ca. 1925.1

Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling in the southwest bedroom are finished with 1lath
and plaster. The walls originally were covered with wallpaper. The
existing wallpaper in this room is modern, and none of the historic
wallpaper has been found. The ceilings originally were painted with
white calcimine (P090).

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard resembles the baseboards in Room 101 and
106, being 9-3/4 inches high and finished with Molding L (see Appendix G).

Doorways. Originally, this room had two doorways with doors--one at
the west end of the north wall, leading to Room 202, and one at the south
end of the east wall, leading to Room 204. In the late 19th century, the
east-wall door was taken from its doorway, when the Room-204 space
directly east of that doorway was converted into a closet for Room 201.
This work is discussed more fully in connection with Room 204.

The casings of the two doorways are 4-1/2 inches wide and molded
complexly (Molding F). The north-wall door is typical of those used on
the second floor of the Penniman House. They are of the same design, and
have the same panel moldings, as the first-floor doors, but are smaller.
They are 1-1/4 inches thick, rather than 1-1/2 inches thick, and are
generally narrower. See Appendix H for specific sizes.



Windows. The window casings are the same as the doorway casings.
The window sills are seven-eighths of an inch thick and have squared
edges. The window aprons are 3-1/4 inches wide and molded (Molding P).
As on the first floor, the second-floor window sash are two-over-two,
double-hung sash. The muntin profile is the same as for the first-floor
windows, but the overall size of the sash is slightly smaller.

Drawers. Because of the outward flare of the bottom edge of the
Penniman House's mansard roof, the lower part of the second-floor rooms'
exterior walls is unusually deep. The builders of the house took
advantage of this fact and constructed a pair of drawers in the south
wall of Room 201, east of the window. The drawers have a simple molded
casing (Molding T). The drawers themselves are 3 feet 2 inches 1long, 1
foot 6 inches wide, and 10-1/2 inches deep. They are constructed with
cut)nails, and have cast-iron pulls marked: 'Pat. July 28th, 1868" (I11.
109).

Finishes. With the exception of the window sash, all of the woodwork
in Room 201 was originally painted white. The window sash is finished
with a red-pigmented glaze (P084-089).

Hardware

The original hardware on the north-wall door in Room 201 consists of
a pair of two-knuckle, butt hinges 3 by 4 inches, and a mortise 1latch
with white porcelain knobs. The original window hardware includes
meeting-rail locks with circular iron bases and white porcelain knobs.
The windows also have rectangular, iron sash-cord plates, 1 inch wide by
3-3/4 inches long.

Mechanical Equipment

The southwest bedroom originally was heated with a wood or coal
stove. Judging by the rectangular patch in the east wall, the stovepipe
ran into a hole in a large metal plate embedded in the plaster of the
wall. From there, the pipe ran into the south chimey flue. The patch
could not have related to the hot-air furnace installed ca. 1890, because
that furnace did not serve the second-floor rooms of the house. Heat
ducts from this furnace ran only to registers located in the floors of
the first-floor rooms. The southwest bedroom was originally lighted with
a kerosene lamp.

Alterations

The metal stovepipe plate has been removed, the hole into the chimney
flue filled in, and the plaster wall patched. This room also gained a
closet in the late 19th century, but since the closet was created out of
a space in the adjacent Room 204, the work had little impact on Room
201." The only change in the latter involved the removal of the -east-wall
doorway's door. This was done because the door was needed in Room 204.
No replacement door was ever hung.




Il1lustration 109. Penniman House: Southwest Bedroom (Room 201), Hardware
on Drawers Built Into South Wall (1984).
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I1lustration 112. Penniman House: Southwest Bedroom (Room 201),
Northeast Corner, Showing Former Location of Stove (1984).




Room 201 has been redecorated several times. Paint samples taken
from the woodwork reveal that it has been repainted two or three
times--always white. The ceiling also has been repainted several times.
It is assumed that the walls were repapered a similar number of times;
however, the absence of wallpapers today prevents this from being stated
positively. The green and tan grass matting that presently covers the
floor was 1laid in 1925. It consists of strips 3 feet wide that runs
east/west. It was installed with newspapers underneath, probably to
prevent dirt from falling into the floor cracks. The matting is held in
place with small staples. Around 1930, an electrical outlet was
installed in the east wall.

Irma Penniman Kahn remembers the southwest bedroom as follows:

The southwest bedroom which belonged to my Aunt Bessie was
furnished with a dark wood high head board bed. The woodwork
was white enamel. The bureau, commode, and bed side table all
had pink marble tops. The commode had a back, top and side of
marble. A lovely room with green shades and rose-colored
curtains, wall-to-wall blond matting and scattered rose and
green hooked rugs. A rocker and straight-backed chair with
wicker backs and seat.

Figures 110-112 show the existing conditions in Room 201.

B. Room 202: Front Hall and Stair

Room 202 is the main hall on the second floor. On the original floor
plan for the house, this room is not 1labeled. The hall is basically
rectangular in shape--7 feet 4-1/4 inches wide and 17 feet 6 inches
long. However, its east wall is curved. On the original floor plans,
the east wall is shown as being straight; obviously, the curve was
introduced during construction. The stair from the first floor runs up
the south wall of the hall. The stairwell opening is surrounded by a
mahogany balustrade. Doorways opening off the hall lead into the
southwest bedroom (Room 201), the northwest bedroom (Room 203), and the
back hall (Room 205). A double window is located in the west wall.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 202 is the typical random-width, flush pine
boards that originally were covered with carpeting. All evidence of the
original carpeting, except for the evidence of tack holes around the
perimeter of the room, has been destroyed. The carpet described by Irma
Penniman Kahn in her letter of November 4, 1983, may be the original.
She says the following: 'The front hall, up and down stairs as well had
wall-to-wall carpeting of a deep rose pattern, the same carpeting in the
upper hall.'"3 The floor is presently painted gray.



Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling of the hall are finished with 1lath and
plaster. As in the first-floor hall, the walls in the second-floor hall
were originally wallpapered--more than 1likely with the same wallpaper.
The design and colors of this wallpaper are unknown. The walls are
presently covered with a single layer of modern gray latex paint. The
ceiling originally was painted with a white calcimine paint; it is
presently covered with the same gray latex paint as is on the walls.

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in this room is similar to that used in the
front hall on the first floor (Room 102). It also is finished with
Molding M, but is one-quarter of an inch high, at 10-1/2 inches.

Doorways. The doorway casings are 6 inches wide, and match the
doorway casings used in Room 102 and 103 (Molding D). The three doors in
this room are typical of those on the second floor, as described in
connection with Room 201.

Windows. The double window in the west wall, which consists of two
narrow windows side by side, is the west-facade dormer window discussed
at length in the chapter on exterior architectural elements. Its
interior casing matches that of the room's doorways. The window sill is
3-1/2 inches wide, three-quarters of an inch thick, and has a squared
edge. The window apron consists of a bead-and-ogee molding (Molding P).
Each of the two windows contains one-over-one, double-hung sash.

Front Stair. The stairwell opening in Room 202 is surrounded by
continuation of the mahogany balustrade used on the first floor (111.
113). The newel at this level is a solid piece of wood. It has a
tapering main shaft. At the top of the shaft is a square block into
which the rail is bolted. The newel cap consists of concentric circles
of varying diameters. The balusters are 2 feet > inches high and set
4-1/2 inches apart; they are toenailed to the floor. The handrail is the
same as that used at first-floor level.

Finishes. The baseboards, doorway and window casings, and doors in
Room 202 originally were painted white. The stair newel and balustrade
were finished with stain and lacquer, while the window sash had the usual
red-pigmented glaze.

Hardware

The original hardware on the doors in Room 202 consists of pairs of
two-knuckle, 3- by 4-inch butt hinges, and a mortise latch with white
porcelain knobs. The windows also have the typical rectangular, iron
sash-cord plates.
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Mechanical Equipment

Room 202 has never had a separate heat supply. Hot air rising from
the first-floor stoves was its only original heat source. It was lighted
historically with kerosene lamps.

Alterations

Aside from redecorating, no significant alterations have been made to
Room 202. Paint samples taken from the woodwork and ceiling reveal that
they were painted two or three times. It seems 1ikely that the walls
also were repapered several times; however, none of the wallpapers from
these decorating schemes has been found. The modern gray latex paint
presently on the walls and ceiling was applied ca. 1950. Around 1930, an
electrical outlet was installed in the north wall. TIllustration 114
shows the existing conditions in Room 202.

C. Room 203: Northwest Bedroom

Room 203 is the northwest bedroom. On the original second-floor plan
for the house, a bed is shown centered on the south wall. Room 203 is
nearly square in shape, measuring 12 feet 11 inches by 12 feet 8-1/2
inches. It is accessible from the front hall (Room 202) via a door
located at the west end of the south wall. Single windows are located in
the west and north walls. A closet is located at the south end of the
east wall.

Floor

The floor in Room 203 is the typical random-width, flush pine
boards. It was originally covered with carpeting, as evidenced by the
tack holes surrounding the perimeter of the room. This carpeting was
removed and replaced with grass matting ca. 1925. 1Its color and design
are unknown.

Walls and Ceilings

The walls and ceiling in the northwest bedroom are finished with 1lath
and plaster. The walls originally were finished with wallpaper. The
existing wallpaper does not appear to be original, but was probably hung
between 1890 and 1910.4 Tt therefore dates to the historic period for
the house, and should be conserved. The wallpaper 1is rococo in style,
with a dominating diamond motif. The pattern is printed, with gold and
brown colors, on a white ground. The wallpaper is hung with a frieze
paper 1 foot 6 inches wide. The diamond-shaped, rococo-style motif is
repeated in the frieze, but is larger in size than in the wallpaper. The
frieze paper is printed in the same Colors as the wallpaper. It is
separated from the wallpaper by a wooden and molded-plaster picture
rail. The molded plaster surface is painted green and gold. The picture



rail is secured with wire nails, further supporting the contention that
the existing wallpaper was hung ca. 1900.

The original finish on the ceiling was white calcimine paint.
Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in Room 203 is the same as that used in
Room 201: 9-3/4 inches high and finished with Molding L (see Appendix
G). The baseboard in the closet is 7 inches high and unmolded.

Doorways. The doorway casings match those in Rooms 101 and 106
(Molding E); they are 5-3/4 inches wide. The casing on the inside of the
closet door is similar but narrower. This is the only closet in the
Penniman House that has a molded inner casing for its doorway. The doors
in Room 203 are typical of those found on the second floor.

Windows. The window casings are the same as the doorway casings.
The window sills are 3-1/2 inches wide, seven-eighths of an inch thick,
and have a squared edge. The window aprons are 3-3/8 inches wide and
consist of a fillet and ogee-and-bead molding (Molding P). The window
sash in Room 203 is typical for the second floor.

Drawers. Unlike the other second-floor bedrooms, Room 203 has no
drawers or cupboards built into the flared sides of the mansard roof. In
the closet, mounted at a height of 4 feet 11-1/2 inches above the
baseboard, is a wooden rack 2-3/4 inches wide with cast-iron hooks.

Finishes. All of the woodwork in Room 203, except for the window
sash was originally painted white. The window sash featured the usual
red-pigmented glaze (P092-096).

Hardware

The original hardware on the doors and windows in Room 203 matches
that on the doors and windows in Room 20l.

Mechanical Equipment
Room 203 originally was heated by a wood or coal stove. Illustration
115 shows clearly the hole in the east wall remaining from the metal
plate that received the stove's pipe, as described in connection with
Room 201. This room was originally lighted by a kerosene lamp.

Alterations

The stovepipe plate has been removed, the opening in the chimney flue
filled in, and the plaster wall patched. Except for this, and

redecorating, Room 203 retains its original appearance. Paint samples
from the woodwork contain four layers of white paint, indicating that it
was primed and painted twice. The ceiling also has been repainted

several times. The wallpaper presently hanging on the walls is at best




Illustration 115. Penniman House: Northwest Bedroom
(Room 203), Southeast Corner (1984).



I1lustration 116. Penniman House: Northwest Bedroom
(Room 203), Northeast Corner (1962).




I1lustration 117. Penniman House: Northwest Bedroom
(Room 203), Southwest Corner (1984).



the second paper hung in this room. The closet walls are covered with
two other wallpapers, neither of which appears to be ca.-1868 wallpaper.
Whether or not they ever hung on the walls in this room cammot be stated
positively. The green and tan grass matting that presently covered the
floor in Room 203 was laid in 1925. It is the same matting as found in
Room 201. Around 1930, an electrical outlet was installed in the south
wall.

Irma Penniman Kahn remembers the northwest bedroom as follows:

A huge dark wood high back bed stood in the northwest bedroom.
A bureau, commode, and bed side table all topped with Vermont
white marble. A rocker, a straight backed chair. Both had
wicker backs and seats. This was called the guest room. Green
shades and white lace curtains, wall-to-wall grass matting with
hand-made scattered rugs.

Il1lustration 116, a photograph of Room 203 taken in 1962, shows many of

the furnishings described by Mrs. Kahn. Illustrations 115 and 117 show
the existing conditions in Room 203.

D. Room 204: Southeast Bedroom

Room 204 is the southeast bedroom. On the original second-floor plan
for the house, a bed is shown centered on the north wall. Room 204 is
approximately square in shape, measuring 12 feet 2-1/2 inches by 12 feet
4 inches. As originally built, the room also included a small alcove at
its southwest corner, with a doorway 1leading to the southwest bedroom
(Room 201). This alcove was later partitioned off to create a closet for
Room 201 (I11. 118), but a doorway was built into the partition, to
preserve communication between the two bedrooms. Room 204 also can be
accessed from the back hall (Room 205) and the bathroom (Room 207).
Single windows are located in the east and south walls. A closet is
recessed into the north end of the west wall.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 204 is random-width, flush pine boards.
Tack holes around the perimeter of the room indicate that this room
originally was carpeted. This carpet has been removed, and--in the
absence of any historic photographs of this room--its design and colors
are unknown. The grass matting presently covering the floors in this
room was installed ca. 1925.

Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling in the southeast bedroom are finished with lath
and plaster. The walls originally were covered with wallpaper that had a
white background with yellow flowers (I11. 119). A sample of this
wallpaper was found under the casing of the doorway in the



southwest -corner partition (I11. 120). As described below, the creation
of this doorway was a 19th-century alteration. The original finish on
the ceiling was white calcimine paint.

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in this room is the same as that used in
Rooms 201 and 203: 9-3/4 inches high and finished with Molding L.

Doorways. The original second-floor plan shows a bed in Room 204, in
a location that would block the present north-wall doorway to the back
hall. Nevertheless, this doorway was part of the house's construction,
since it matches the other original doorways in the room. These include
the north-wall doorway to the bathroom; the west-wall doorway to the
closet; and the doorway inside Room 201's closet. All of these doorways'
casings match those in Room 201, being 4-1/2 inches wide and trimmed with
Molding F. All four of the doorways' original doors remain, as well; the
door of the doorway now in Room 201's closet was removed and rehung in
the new doorway that was built into the partition forming the closet.
All four doors are typical of those used on the second floor of the
Penniman House.

Windows. The window casings match the doorway casings in this room.
The window sills and aprons are the same as those in Rooms 201, 202, and
203. The window sash is typical for the second floor.

Cabinetry. Built into the east wall of Room 204, north of the
window, are a pair of drawers. The drawers are 2 feet 10 inches long by
1 foot G5-1/2 inches wide by 10-1/2 inches deep. They are constructed
with cut nails. The drawers are framed with a simple wooden molding
(Molding T).

A cupboard with one door is built into the south wall, west of the
window. The door measures 2 feet 7-1/4 inches high by 1 foot 7 inches
wide. It is constructed with beaded matched boards, and had a circular
wooden knob for a handle, which is now missing. The cupboard door is
framed with the same molding as the east-wall drawers. The interior
cupboard space measures 6 feet 9 inches long by 1 foot 1 inch wide.
Iocated at a height of 1 foot 4-3/4 inches above the floor is an
11-inch-wide shelf. The shelf's ledgers are held in place with cut
nails, indicating that it is probably original. The interior of the
closet has a wooden hook rack, mounted at a height of 5 feet 6 inches
above the floor.

Finishes. The original finish scheme for the woodwork included white
paint on the baseboards and casings of the doorways, windows, drawers,
and cupboard. The doors, including the cupboard door, and the drawers
were grained. All of the doors except the cupboard door were grained to
imitate two types of wood. The body of the door was grained as a light
wood, while the panel moldings were grained as a dark wood. The window
sash was finished with the typical red-pigmented glaze (P097-102).




ITlustration 118. Penniman House: Southeast Bedroom (Room 204), Plaster
Infill Above Doorway in later Partition (1984).
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I1lustration 121. Penniman House: Southeast Bedroom
(Room 204), Northwest Corner (1962).



Tllustration 122, Penniman House: Southeast Bedroom (Room 204),
Northeast Corner, Showing Doorways to Back Hall
and Bathroom (1984).



Ilustration 123. Penniman House: Southeast Bedroom (Room 204),
Northwest Corner, Showing Doorways to Closet
and Back Hall (1984).




Hardware

The original hardware on the doors and windows in Room 204 is typical
of that used on the second floor. The cabinet hinges of the south-wall
cupboard door are two-knuckle, 3-inch butt hinges. The pulls on the
east-wall drawers are cast iron, and match those on the drawers in Room
201.

Mechanical Equipment

Room 204 originally was heated with a stove, whose pipe ran into a
metal plate embedded in the west wall, and thence into the south chimney
flue. Room 204 originally was lighted with a kerosene lamp.

Alterations

Room 204 has the distinction of being one of the few rooms in the
Penniman House that has been altered structurally. As originally built,
it had a small alcove--formed by the chimney--in its southwest corner. A
doorway in the alcove's west wall led to Room 201. Ilater, a partition
with a doorway was built across the east side of the alcove. The door of
the original doorway to Room 201, because it had graining that matched
the other doors in Room 204, was taken from the original doorway and hung
in the new doorway. This created a closet for Room 201, while preserving
the communication between the two rooms. As part of the work, wooden
racks with hooks were mounted on the north and south walls of the closet.

Physical evidence attesting to the original presence of the alcove is
as follows:

- the plaster above the present doorway into Room 201's closet is
later, infill plaster (I11. 118);

- the casing of this doorway is unmolded, and does not match the
other doorway casings in Room 204;

- the casing of this doorway has only two layers of white paint on
it, while the other woodwork in Room 204 has four layers;

- the casing of this doorway has a layer of wallpaper underneath it
(I11. 120); and

- the east-side casing of the doorway inside the closet matches the
other doorway casings in Room 204.

The remodeling of the Room-204 alcove was an early alteration,
probably done by ca. 1890. Physical evidence supporting this early date
include the cut nails used to construct the doorway casing, and e
single layer of wallpaper--printed on rag stock--underneath this casing.




Aside from the enclosing of the alcove, and the removal of the
stovepipe plate, the other alterations that have been made in Room 204
have been associated with redecorating. Samples taken from the painted
woodwork contain four layers of white paint, indicating it has been
repainted twice. The grained doors and glazed window sash have never
been painted over. The ceiling has been repainted several times, always
with a white calcimine paint. The wallpaper presently hanging on the
walls dates to ca. 1950. Undoubtedly several wallpapers were hung after
the original wallpaper, described above, and this wallpaper; however,
nothing is known about their color or design. The green and tan grass
matting presently covering the floor in Room 203 was laid in 1925. The
electrical outlet, located in the baseboard of the west wall, was
installed ca. 1930.

Captain Penniman's granddaughter recalls the southwest bedroom as
follows:

The southeast bedroom was 1light blond color which matched the
room's varnished woodwork. There was a large Trtocker and
straight-backed chair with a wicker back and seat. The bureau
stood between the south and east windows. Green shades and
white lace curtains. This was the Captain's and Augusta's room
as it looked out to the sea.  Straw matting, wall-to-wall with
Grandmother's braided rugs scattered here and there.’

Tllustration 121, a photograph of the room taken in 1962, shows many

of the furnishings described by Mrs. Kahn. Illustrations 122-124 show
the room's existing condition.

E. Room 205: Back Hall and Stair

Room 205 is the back hall. On the original second-floor plan for the
house, this room is unlabeled. This plan shows the back hall as an
L-shaped space, with the second-floor back stair located along its east
wall, and the attic stairs dotted in along the north wall. As built, the
southwest corner of the back hall is curved, and the attic stair ascends
above the second-floor back stair, rather than along the north wall.
Room 205 contains five doorways. A west-wall doorway leads to the front
hall (Room 202). A south-wall doorway accesses the southeast bedroom
(Room 204). A doorway at the south end of the east wall leads to the
bathroom (Room 207), while a doorway at the north end commumicates with
the back stair. The fifth doorway leads to the northeast bedroom (Room
206). Room 205 also provides access to the attic stair, at the southeast
corner of the room.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 205 is the typical random-width, flush pine
boards found in the other rooms of the house. There is no evidence of
carpet tack holes around the perimeter of this room. One of the gray
paint layers presently on the floor is a 1lead-base paint, and may be
historic. Alternatively, the floor may have been unfinished originally.
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Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling in Room 205 are finished with 1lath and
plaster. The walls were originally painted cream. When viewed under the
microscope, this paint contains unevenly dispersed orange-pigment
particles (P172, 174). The washable, oil-cloth "paper' presently hanging
on the walls in this room was hung ca. 1900. An advertisement for this
type of wallpaper reads as follows:

Sanitas...oilcloth...the washable wall covering...in hundreds of
dull finished reproductions of paper and fabrics for 1living
rooms ... in plain and glazed tile effects for bathrooms ,
kitchens, and pantries.8

The back hall's wallpaper imitates bluish-green rectangular glazed
tiles. The ceiling in the back hall originally was painted with white
calcimine paint (P177).

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in Room 205 is 9-1/4 inches high, with a
molded upper edge (Appendix G, Molding L).

Doorways. The full-size doorway casings are 3-3/4 inches wide and
molded (Molding H). However, many of these casings had to be reduced in
width because of the space limitation imposed by the size and shape of
the room, and the number of doors. All of the doors in this room are
typical in design of those on the second floor, although they vary
considerably in size.

Windows. The only window in Room 205 is a_ square, single-pane
transom light located above the north-wall doorway to Room 206. It has a
plain, 4-inch-wide casing.

West-Wall Rack. Mounted in the west wall, at the recessed area at
its north end, is a wooden rack with six hooks. This rack, which is
secured with cut nails, is 2 feet 11-1/2 inches long and 2-3/4 inches
wide. The hooks are placed 6-1/2 to 7-1/2 inches on center.

Finishes. With the exception of the doors, all of the woodwork in
Room 205 originally was painted white. The doors were grained to imitate
a light wood (P103-109).

Hardware

The original hardware on the doors in Room 205 is typical of that
generally used on the second floor. The door leading into the bathroom
has a mortise lock, however, rather than just a mortise latch. This door
has metal, rectangular key escutcheons.




Mechanical Equipment

Room 205 has never had its own heat source. It was undoubtedly

minimally heated by hot air rising from the first floor. Its doors also
served as the only means of preventing the hot air from the second floor
from escaping up the attic stair. Space limitations prohibited

installing a door at the foot of the attic stairs, so the closing of the
back hall's doors has always been an important part of the house's
overall heating plan.

Alterations

Alterations to Room 205 have been minimal. As noted above, the
wallpaper presently on the walls in this room was hung ca. 1900. The
painted woodwork was also repainted white once, probably when this
wallpaper was hung. The grained doors retain their original finish.
Like the woodwork, the ceiling has been repainted once. Room 205 has mo
electrical fixtures or receptacles.

I1lustration 125 shows the existing conditions of Room 205.

F. Room 206: Northeast Bedroom

Room 206 is the northeast bedroom. On the original second-floor plan
for the house, a bed is shown centered on the south wall. Room 206 is
the smallest second-floor bedroom, measuring 11 feet 10 inches by 9 feet
8-1/4 inches. There are two doorways in the south wall of this room.
The one at the east end leads to the bathroom (Room 207); one at the west
end leads to the back hall (Room 205). Single windows are located in the
north and east walls; a closet is located at the north end of the west
wall.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 206 is random-width, flush pine boards.
They are presently painted gray. Tack holes around the perimeter of the
room indicate that the floor originally was covered with carpet. The
historic carpet has been removed, and--in the absence of any early
photographs of this room--its design and colors are unknown. This room
did not receive later grass matting, 1like the other second-floor
bedrooms, judging by the absence of staple holes in the floor. The three
layers of 1lead-base paint found on this floor provide further evidence
that it was never covered with grass matting (P178).

Iocated in the floor along the east wall is a hole 1-1/4 inches in
diameter (I11. 126). It was cut for the water-supply pipe that ran from
the underground cistern up to the attic cistern.




I1lustration 126, Penniman House: Northeast Bedroom (Room 206),
Hole in Floor, Marking Former Location of Pipe
Between Cisterns (1984).



Il1lustration 127. Penniman House: Northeast Bedroom (Room 206),
Hole in Ceiling, Marking Former Location of Pipe
Between Cisterns (1984).



"(¥861) I8UI0) 3SEaYINOS ‘(907 WOOY) WOOIpag
1SESYLION :9SNOH UBWIUUSd “67] UOTIBIISNII]

*(v861) Isuio) IsemInos ‘(907 Wwooy) wooipag
1SBSYLION :9SNOY uewiuusd °§7] UOTIBIISNI[]




Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling of Room 206 are finished with 1lath and
plaster. The walls originally were wallpapered:; however, all evidence of
this wallpaper has been destroyed. The wallpaper presently hanging on
the walls in this room dates to ca. 1940. The original finish in the
ceiling was white calcimine paint (P113). In the ceiling, along the east
wall, is another hole 1-1/4 inches in diameter (I11. 127), through which
the attic-cistern supply pipe ran.

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in Room 206 matches those in the other
second-fIoor bedrooms: 9-3/4 inches high and finished with Molding L
(see Appendix G).

Doorways. The doorway casings are 5 inches wide. They are plain,
except for the inner edge, which is shaped with a cove molding (Molding
G). The doors are typical for the second floor.

Windows. The window casings match the doorway casings. The window
aprons are also the same, except that they are 2-7/8 inches, rather than
3-7/8 inches, wide. The window sash in Room 206 is typical. The transom
window above the southwest doorway to Room 205 has been described in
connection with that room.

Cupboard. Built into the west end of the north wall of Room 206 is a
cupboard.” The cupboard door measures 1 foot 3-1/4 inches wide by 2 feet
7-1/4 inches high. It is constructed with three beaded boards. The
cupboard casing is constructed with the same simple molding as that used
elsewhere on the second floor for built-in cupboards and drawers
(Appendix G, Molding T). The interior space of the cupboards is 3 feet
11-3/4 inches long by 1 foot 2 inches high by 2 feet 8 inches high. It
has no interior shelves.

In the south wall are two built-in drawers. The drawers measure 2
feet 2-3/4 inches long by 1 foot 6 inches wide by 10-1/2 inches deep.
They are constructed with cut nails. The Room-206 drawers are shorter
than the built-in drawers in Rooms 201 and 204, because of the location
of the east-wall window.

Closet. The interior of the closet has an unmolded baseboard 7
inches high. On its west wall, at a height of 4 feet 5-1/2 inches above
the floor, is a wooden rack 2-3/4 inches wide with cast-iron hooks.

Finishes. The original finish on the baseboard and the casings of
the ~doorways, windows, drawers, and cupboard was white paint. The doors,
including the north-wall cupboard door, and the east-wall drawers were
grained to imitate a light-colored wood. The window sash was finished
with the typical pigmented glaze (P110-115).




Hardware

The original hardware on the doors and windows in Room 206 is typical
of that used on the second floor. The door leading into the bathroom has
a mortise latch. The keyhole escutcheons are rectangular with rounded
edges. The cabinet hinges used to hang the north-wall cupboard door are
two-knuckle, 2-inch butt hinges. The pulls on the east-wall drawers are
cast iron, matching those on the drawers in Room 201 and 204.

Mechanical Equipment

Room 206 originally was heated with a stove, whose pipe ran into a
metal plate embedded in the west wall, and thence into the north chimney
flue. Room 206 originally was lighted with a kerosene lamp.

Alterations

As with the other bedrooms in the Penniman House, the metal stove
plate has been removed, the hole in the chimney flue filled in, and the
plaster wall patched. The other alterations that have been made to Room
206 have been primarily decorative. Samples taken from the painted
woodwork reveal that it has been repainted white once. The grained
woodwork has never been overpainted. The ceiling also has been
repainted. The plaster walls have been repapered at least twice. The
two papers presently hanging in this room date to ca. 1940. It seems
likely that the walls were probably repapered several times between 1868
and 1940; however, no samples of these wallpapers have been found.
Around 1930, an electrical outlet was installed in the east-wall
baseboard. When the attic cistern was abandoned around 1950, the
water-supply pipe running up the east wall of this room was removed.

Irma Penniman Kahn recalls the northeast bedroom as follows:

The northeast room had blond varnished furniture and varnished
light woodwork. The bed was an authentic Jenny Lind. There was
a commode with a blanket chest on top. A bed side table, a
rocker and straight-backed chair, all matching pieces, The
wallpaper was changed very few years in all of the bedrooms
always of some flower design on the pink side. Lace curtains
and green shades .9

I1lustrations 128 and 129 show the existing conditions in Room 206.

G. Room 207: Bathroom

Room 207 is the bathroom. It is shown on the original plan of the
second floor of the house, with the bathroom fixtures drawn in along the
east wall and labeled. Several references are made to the bathroom in




the specifications for the house. They read as follows:

The Bathroom to be ceiled up with Black Walnut. The boards to
be not over 3 inches wide to be tongued and beaded... the
Washbowl in the Kitchen and Bathroom to have two Drawers under
each.... A Cistern to be built in the attic directly over the
Bathroom and to come down to 7 feet from the attic floor making
the Bathroom 7 feet high.... The Cistern to have an overflow
pipe and pipes to lead water to the Wash Bowls in the Bathroom
and Cookroom. Also pipes to the Wash Bowls from the Hot Water
Tank. The soil pipe from the Water seat or Trap to be 4 inches
in diameter.... All the above articles such as Bath Tub, Wash
Bowls, Water seat, Pipes, and Hot Water Tank to be of a good
quality, and to be put up in a Workmanlike manner....10

This documentation clearly indicates that the bathroom was installed in
the house during construction. It is reputed to be one of the earliest
indoor bathrooms on Cape Cod; however, no research has been done to
substantiate or refute this claim.

The bathroom is rectangular in shape, measuring 10 feet 4-1/2 inches
by 3 feet 9 inches. The ceiling height is 7 feet 9-3/4 inches, roughly a
foot lower than in the other second-floor rooms, to accommodate the
cistern above. Room 207 has three doorways, one located in each of its
north, south, and west walls. A double window is located in the east
wall. The 1large number of wall openings, and the small size of the room,
left limited space for the placement of bathroom fixtures.

Floor

The original floor material in Room 207 is unknown. The present
floor--which contains no markings from the original, built-in bathroom
fixtures--appears to have been installed when they were removed, circa
1935. It consists of fir boards 3-1/4 inches wide.

Walls and Ceiling

The walls in the bathroom are finished with lath and plaster above a
wooden wainscot. The plaster does not extend down behind the wainscot.
The original finish on the plaster walls was a white lead paint.
Examination of this paint under the microscope reveals a dispersion of
blue pigment particles that undoubtedly gave it a blue tone (P140-148).
The bathroom ceiling also was finished with lath and plaster. It
originally was painted with white calcimine.

Woodwork

Baseboard and Wainscot. There is no baseboard, since the wainscot
extends down to the floor. The wainscot is original, being nailed to the
wall studs with cut nails, without any plaster beneath




it. This woodwork is 3 feet 4-1/2 inches high. It is constyucted .with‘
beaded boards 5 to 6 inches wide, placed horizontally and finished with a
2-inch bead cap.

Doorways. The unmolded doorway casings are 4 inches wide where space
permits, but a number of them apparently needed to be cut down before
they could be installed, because of space limitations. The bathroom
doors, although small in size, are typical in style for the second floor.

Windows. The double window in the bathroom, which consists of two
narrow windows side by side, is the east-facade dormer window discussed
at length in the chapter on exterior architectural elements. Its
interior casing matches that of the doorway, and it has a sill 4 inches
wide. Fach of the two windows contains one-over-one double-hung sash.

Finishes. Most of the woodwork in the bathroom originally was
grained. The exception was the window sash, which was finished with
red-pigmented glaze.

Hardware

The original hardware on the doors and windows in the bathroom is
typical for the second floor. All of the doors have mortise locks, with
rectangular keyhole escutcheons.

Mechanical Equipment

The original bathroom fixtures--water closet, bathtub, and sink--were
encased in  wood. Reference is made to these fixtures in the
specifications just quoted, and Irma Penniman Kahn recalls that 'The tub,
marble bowl and flush toilet were all boxed in with blond, varnished
wood. I believe the tub was tin, painted inside, as I remember . "'l The
original wood-cased bathroom fixtures were removed circa 1935, and the
existing, white porcelain fixtures installed. In the absence of any
early photographs of the original bathroom, 1little is known about the
design of the fixtures. Their placement appears to have been as shown on
the original second-floor plan--along the east wall, with the water
closet at the north end, the bathtub in the center, and the sink at the
south end. Patching in the wainscoting and cutouts in the doorway
casings provide a few clues about the size of these fixtures. Beaded
boards 2-1/2 to 2-3/4 inches wide were used to fill in the wainscoting
when the original fixtures were removed. These boards are narrower than
the 5- to 6-inch boards used for the original areas of wainscoting. The
casing of the north-wall doorway to the northeast bedroom (Room 206) has
a section cut out of it, to a height of 1 foot 6 inches; this suggests
the level of the seat of the original water closet. I1lustration 130
shows the narrower, infill boards on the east wall; they cover the area
below window-sill level, and indicate that the height of the original
tub's enclosure was approximately 2 feet 5 inches. I1lustration 131
depicts the narrower boards on the south wall, and a cutout in the casing
of the doorway to the southeast bedroom (Room 204),. both attesting to the
dimensions of the original sink cabinet.




Illustration 130. Penniman House: Bathroom (Room 207), East Wall,
Showing Wainscot Patches Marking Former Location
of Original Fixtures (1984).
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I1lustration 133. Penniman House: Bathroom (Room 207),
Plumbing for Existing Tub, and Hole in Floor
Remaining from Historic Drain (1984).



Water for the bathroom was supplied by the attic cistern. Cold water
ran down directly from the cistern. Hot water was supplied by a line
that ran from the attic Cistern, down to the cookstove 1located in the
kitchen, and then up to the bathroom. The type of faucet used with the
original marble washbowl and bathtub, and the water closet's flushing
mechanisms, are unknown. The bathroom never had a direct heat source.
By opening and closing doors, however, it could be heated by the stoves
in Room 204 and 206.

Alterations

As stated above, the bathroom was remodeled extensively ca. 1935.
All of the original bathroom fixtures were removed, a new fir floor laid,
and new fixtures installed. The toilet installed at that time has since
been removed, so its make and design are unknown. The ca.-1935 bathtub
is white porcelain, with claw-toed feet. It has a nickel-plated faucet.
The faucet handles are also nickel-plated, with white porcelain centers
marked "H"' and 'C". The nickel towel rod that is mounted on the
south-wall door also was probably hung when the bathroom was remodeled.

In addition to the ca.-1935 remodeling, the bathroom has been
repainted several times. Paint samples taken from the plaster walls
contain approximately seven layers of paint. Those taken from the
woodwork contain three layers of paint, including the graining. The
beaded boards used to patch the wainscoting when the original fixtures
were removed have no grained finish layer, and only two 1layers of white
paint.  Their paint-layering sequence suggests that the grained woodwork
in the bathroom was first overpainted at the time of the remodeling.
Comparison of the paint samples taken from the plaster and woodwork also
reveals that the plaster walls were repainted several times while the
woodwork retained its original, grained finish. The first repainting saw
the walls painted tan, followed by light blue and then green. The cream
and white paint layers appear to date to the remodeling. The plaster
ceiling also was repainted several times with white calcimine paint. It
was covered over ca. 1950 with sheets of pressed cardboard-like fibers
held in place by wooden strips. The installation of the ceiling may have
coincided with the abandonment of the attic cistern. The sheets were
painted white, and their wooden strips were blue.

At the time the attic cistern was ahandoned, the supply 1lines running
down the north wall of the bathroom were removed. The existing bathroom
pipes were then comnected to the supply 1lines, running up from the
electric pump and hot-water heater located in the basement. The new
supply lines, half-inch copper pipes, run up the wood-encased pipe chase
located in the northeast corner of the back hall (Room 105).

The hathroom has one electrical outlet located in the plaster wall
above the sink.

I1lustrations 132 and 133 show the existing bathroom fixtures.



NOTES

1. Newspaper bearing the date December 27, 1925, was laid under
matting when it was installed.

2-3. Appendix E

4. Stylistically, this wallpaper appears to date to ca. 1890.
Its rococo patterns, and the use of a frieze and body paper, are all
typical of turn-of-the-century wallpapers. See Catherine Lynn, Wallpaper
in America, Chapter 17.

5. Appendix E.

6. By the end of the 19th century, all but the highest-quality
wallpapers were being printed on wood -pulp paper stock.

7. Appendix E.
8. Lynn, p. 471.
9. Appendix E.
10. Appendix A.
11. Appendix E.




ATTIC ROOMS

A. Attic Stair

The attic stair is 1located between the back hall and the bathroom.
On the original second-floor plan, the attic stair is shown between the
back hall and the northeast bedroom; however, they were never built in
this location.

Treads and Risers

The attic stair consists of 13 risers; the top three are winders.
The straight stair treads are 9 inches wide and 2 feet 9 inches long.
The risers are 7 inches high. The stairs originally were painted tan
(P150).

Walls

The walls of the attic stair are finished with lath and plaster.
They were originally painted tan (P149). The attic stair has no railing,
and is open at both the second and third floors. The absence of a door
at the bottom of the stairs is unusual, particularly since the stair
leads directly into the unfinished attic space. However, space
limitations prevented the hanging of a door in this location.

Alterations
Repainting is the only alteration that has been made to the attic

stair. The treads, risers, and plaster walls have been repainted twice:
the treads and risers were painted gray, and the plaster walls, blue.

B. Room 301: Unfinished Space

Room 301 is the unfinished attic space. No original third-floor plan
for the Penniman House has been found, so the room's proposed original
use is undocumented. However, it seems likely that it was intended for
storage. It has always been used for that purpose.

Floor

The floor in Room 301 is constructed with random-width flush boards
12-14 inches wide and three-quarters of an inch thick. On the east side
of the attic stair, where the cistern was formerly located, the floor is
recessed 4 inches (I11. 134). This portion of the floor measures 2 feet
4 inches wide by 5 feet 10-1/2 inches long. located at the north end of
the recessed area are two holes 1-1/2 inches in diameter with beveled
edges. lead pipes ran from the cistern down through these holes, into
the bathroom below.
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Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling in Room 301 are unfinished. The roof framing
members and sheathing boards are exposed (Ills. 135-136) and have been
described above in Chapter V, 'MAIN ROOF," Sections A and B. The
chimeys are also exposed in this space. They taper from 1 foot 10-1/2
inches by 1 foot 8-1/2 inches at their bases to 2 feet 8 inches by 2 feet
6 inches at their tops (I11. 137).

Cistern

The attic cistern has been removed and destroyed. The specifications
for the house state the following about this cistern:

A Cistern to be built in the attic directly over the Bathroom
and to come down to 7 feet from the attic floor making the
Bathroom 7 feet high and the Cistern 2 feet deep. The Cistern
to be made of plank thoroughly secured and lined with sheet
lead. The Cistern to have an overflow pipe and piYes to 1lead
water to the Wash Bowls in the Bathroom and Cookroom.

One source of water for the attic cistern appears to have been the
gutter of the upper portion of the mansard roof. The water ran through a
hole 3 inches in diameter cut in a sheathing board. The plate is also
partially cut out for this opening. Water was also pumped up to the
attic cistern from the underground cistern located at the northeast
corner of the house.

Another hole in the sheathing boards, 1-1/2 inches in diameter and
approximately 2 feet above the former cistern floor, appears to be the
opening through which the overflow pipe ran (I11. 138). This overflow
would have run into the gutter at the lower edge of the mansard roof.

Alterations
With the exception of minor repairs made to the sheathing boards

around the chimneys, and the replacement of the east dormer windows, Room
301 remains unaltered.

C. Room 302: Finished Space

Room 302 is the finished third-floor room. It is 1located in
approximately the center of the west side of the third floor. It is
rectangular in shape, measuring 15 feet 8-1/2 inches by 9 feet 3 inches.
Room 302 is entered through a doorway located in its east wall. A low,
triangular dormer window is located in its west wall.

Floor

The finish floor in Room 302 is random-width, flush pine boards 4-10
inches wide. They are laid east/west. This floor extends beyond the




I1lustration 134. Penniman House: Unfinished Attic Space (Room 301),
Lowered Portion of Floor Remaining from Attic Cistern (1984).




Il1lustration 135. Penniman House: Unfinished Attic
Space (Room 301), Framing of Hip of Upper Section
of Mansard Roof (1984).




I1lustration 136. Penniman House: Unfinished Attic Space
(Room 301), Octagonal Framing for Cupola (1984).



Illustration 137. Penniman House: Unfinished Attic
Space (Room 301), South Chimney, Showing Flare
of Stacks Inside Attic (1984).




I1lustration 138. Penniman House: Unfinished Attic Space (Room 301),
Holes in Sheathing of Lower Section of Mansard Roof, Marking
Former Location of Attic-Cistern Overflow Pipe (1984).




I1lustration 139. Penniman House: Finished Attic Space (Room 302),
South Wall (1984).



Illustration 140. Penniman House: Finished Attic Space (Room 302),
North Wall (1984).



walls of Room 302 and fills the entire area between the chimeys. This
floor obviously was 1laid before Room 302's  vertical walls were
constructed.

Walls and Ceiling

The vertical walls in Room 302 are constructed with vertical boards
12-14 inches wide. On the south wall, an old door has been used as part
of the vertical sheathing. The bases of the vertical boards are
toenailed to the floorboards; their tops are nailed to 2 by 3's nailed to
the cupola posts and the roof framing.  Wooden lath is nailed to the
vertical boards, and plaster is applied over the lath. The plaster walls
originally were wallpapered; they are presently bare. The ceiling in
Room 302 also is finished with 1lath and plaster. The shape of the
ceiling conforms to the hip of the roof , indicating that the 1ath is
nailed directly to the roof framing. The ceiling plaster is unpainted.

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in Room 302 is 6-1/4 inches high and
unmolded.

Doorways. The casing of the doorway in the east wall is 3-1/4 inches
wide and unmolded. The door is a four-panel door typical of those found
on the second floor of the house.

Windows. The «casing for the small, triangular dormer window has been
removed, but it probably was similar to the doorway casing. The sash
contains three panes of glass. Now this sash is fixed, but it may have
been operative prior to its reconstruction in 1964. The muntins have a
lamb's-tongue profile, rather than the wide ogee profile of the other
windows of the house.

East-Wall Rack. Located on the east wall is a wooden hook rack. It
is 10 feet 7 1inches long, 3 inches wide, and three-fourths of an inch
thick. The rack has 11 iron hooks. Along the south wall is a shelf 1
foot 7 inches wide. The shelf is supported with wooden ledger strips
nailed to the wall with cut nails.

Finishes. All of the woodwork in Room 302 originally was painted

gray (PI151-152).
Hardware

The door in Room 302 is hung with two-knuckle butt hinges measuring
3-1/2 inches long. It originally had a Norfolk latch, whose outline is
visible in the door's paint. The latch handle has been removed, but its
catch--mounted on the doorway casing--is still in place. The window in
Room 302 presently has no hardware. It is held in place with wooden
molding strips.




Mechanical Equipment

Room 302 has never had a heat source, and probably was only used as a
summer bedroom. It has always been lighted with kerosene lamps.

Alterations

No known significant alterations have been made to Room 302. The
woodwork has never been repainted. The wallpaper, referred to by Irma
Penniman Kahn, has been removed from the walls, as has the latch handle
from the door. Otherwise, the room remains intact.

Mrs. Kahn remembers the room as follows:

In the bedroom on the third floor attic was furnished my great
Grandmother's blond four poster bed, spread with a thick
featherbed mattress. A large painted metal chest of many colors
and designs. Chairs and a table. Wallpapered, I don't recall
the woodwork painted or varnished, whatever it would still be
intact, I believe at this time.

I1lustrations 139 and 140 show the existing conditions of Room 302,

D. Cupola

The cupola is the octagonal room located in the center of the top of
the mansard roof. It is reached by an open, ladder-like stair of 10
risers. Access into the cupola is through a trap door located in its
floor. The cupola has eight round-headed, double-hung windows.

Floor
The floor in the cupola is constructed with random-width flush boards
8-10 inches wide. The trap door 1is located on the north side of the
floor. It measures 2 feet 1-1/2 inches by 2 feet 8-3/4 inches. It is

hung with five-knuckle butt hinges 2-1/2 inches long, and has a leather
strap for a handle.

Walls and Ceiling

The walls and ceiling are finished with lath and plaster. The walls
and ceiling originally were painted cream (P179-186).

Woodwork

Baseboard. The baseboard in the cupola is 7 inches high, with a
rounded upper edge.

Doorways. The only doorway in the cupola is the trap door in the
floor.




Illustration 141. Penniman House: Cupola,
East Window (1984).



I1lustration 142. Penniman House: Cupola, Trap Door in Floor (1984).
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Windows. The window casings are 4-3/4 inches wide and molded
(Appendix G, Molding F). The window sills are 3-1/2 inches wide and
three-quarters of an inch thick, with a rounded edge. The window aprons
are also molded (Molding G). The sash are one-over-one, double-hung
sash. The wooden portions of the upper and lower sash are rectangular in
shape, but the glass in the upper sash has a semicircular top (I11. 141).

Hardware

The windows have iron meeting-rail locks with white porcelain knobs.
Their sash-cord plates are also iron, measuring 1 inch wide by 3-3/4
inches long. Centered above each window, approximately 1 inch below the
junction of the wall and ceiling, are white porcelain knobs for hanging
pictures.

Mechanical Equipment

The cupola has never had a heat source. It has always been lighted
by natural daylight, or with a kerosene lamp.

Alterations

The cupola has been altered several times. The window sash has been
replaced, probably as part of the 1964 restoration work. The plaster
underneath the windows has been replaced with wallboard. The room also
has been repainted several times.

Irma Penniman Kahn describes the cupola as follows:

There were two ship's chairs and Grandpa's spy glass. On the
walls whaling prints, «collector's items. One above each
window. I remember the paint on the wall as brilliant blue and
white woodwork. 3

I1lustrations 141 and 142 show the existing condition of the cupola.
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NOTES

1. Appendix A.
2-3. Appendix E.




VII. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND RESTORATION RECOMMENDAT IONS
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INTRODUCTION

The planning documents for the Cape Cod National Seashore specify the
restoration date for the Captain Edward Penniman House as 1913, the last
year of Captain Penniman's residency. A number of alterations were made
by the Penniman family to the original house prior to 1913, These
alterations should be considered equally as historic as the original
architectural elements that remain.

When particular paint colors are recommended for use in restoration
activities, they are specified by means of the Munsell system of color
notation. This system uses numerals and letters to describe a color in
terms of its chroma, value, and hue, in that order. A typical Munsell
number would be 2.5 GB 2/4.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

During fiscal year 1985, extensive exterior and interior restoration
work was performed at the Penniman House, by a combination of contractual
and NAHPC day-labor efforts. This work accomplished most of the
recommendations 1listed here. Recommendations that were not carried out
for one reason or another are marked here with brackets [ ], Thus, the
reader can assume that, unless an item is enclosed in brackets, it was
accomplished, For a detailed account of the project, refer to the
completion report to be issued by NAHPC Exhibit Specialist Stephen
Spaulding early in 1991,



EXTERIOR

A. General

The exterior of the Penniman House is generally in good repair. The
most obvious problem--the leaking top portion of the mansard roof--will
be repaired by contract during fiscal year 1985. As part of this
contract, a system of lightning protection will be installed on the
house. Deteriorated and missing window blinds also are scheduled for
repair and replacement during fiscal year 1985.

Minor carpentry repairs remain to be done. The wooden cover of the
cistern at the northeast corner of the house is rotted and will require
rebuilding. The east entry door is a replacement in the wrong style, It
should be replaced with a door matching the one shown in the historic
photographs, This door should be hung with appropriate reproduction
hardware. Miscellaneous other wooden elements that are rotted will also
require replacement,

The system for conducting water away from the house is in need of
modification. The gutter system at the curb of the mansard roof, which
originally fed the attic cistern, presently has only one outlet, located
on the south side of the house. It is not adequate to empty this gutter
system, and the gutters overflow during a heavy rainfall.

The lower gutter system, at the bottom edge of the mansard roof, has
two leaders connected to copper downspouts located on the east side of
the house. The southeast downspout empties into the courtyard, at times
causing flooding in front of the basement door. This downspout should be
run underground to a dry well, to eliminate courtyard flooding. The
northeast downspout empties into the underground cistern at the northeast
corner of the house. This cistern is no 1longer used as a source of
water, leaving approximately 1200 gallons of water located partially
under the house. This moisture source provides a ripe environment for
insect infestation and fungus attack, It therefore is recommended that
the cistern be drained and filled with sand. The northeast conductor
would then be diverted, below the wooden cistern cover, to a dry well
located away from the house,

A final modification that should be made is the redesign of the
first-story downspouts. The historic photographs of the east elevation
of the house show the downspouts with simple straight runs, mounted via
brackets on the cornice's bed molding and on the clapboards at the height
of the window sills. The existing downspouts, installed in 1964, have
projecting, rectangular catch basins and pairs of strap brackets; these
are incorrect, and should be replaced. The new downspouts should match
in appearance those shown in the historic photographs.




B. Paint

Within the next two years, the exterior of the house will require at
least partial repainting, Paint is peeling in various locations. Once
the wooden surfaces are exposed, mold and fungus are likely to grow,
because of the house's coastal location. Therefore, it is important not
to postpone painting, particularly since replacement of the elaborate
exterior millwork will be costly. The paint colors used for all future
repainting should be those specified in 1978 (see Appendix I).
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APPENDIX B.

Entries from Captain Penniman's Accountbook

for Expenses of Building the House
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(House built in 1868)
Expenses in Building a House

June 1868 17 To Josiah Knowles & James Rogers 50.00
" 19 Freight on Lumber 148.67

" " S. K. Eaton 40.00

" " Paid R. Davis & Co. for lumber 851.60
July 1 Paid James Rogers for digging cellar 15.00
" " Paid Herbert Knowles 1.00

" 7 T. D. Knowles, carting lumber 12.60

" " Seth Knowles, " " 2.50
July 8 Edmond Knowles, " " 11.90
July 11 Freight on Shingles 15.00
" " James Rogers, Carting Stone 10.00

" 24 W. Knowles, Carting Stone 16.00

" 25 James Rogers, Work on Cellar 12.30

" " Herbert Knowles, Cleaning brick 2.00

" 26 E. K. Pine Building Cistern 12.50

" 28 Herbert .72
Aug. 6 Paid Mr. Rome Building Cellar 27.00
" S Paid Stilman Doane Grouting 5.00

$1273.87



12
20

20
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Paid S. D. Knowles Carting Lumber
2,000 Bricks 2,000 Freight 6.00
E. Snow for underpinning

S. Higgins for underpinning

Paid Seth Wentworth & Co.
Trimmings to House

Paid Jacob Rand & Co.

Trimmings to House

Sparrow & Frances Snow, work on cellar
Paid Masons laying of chimneys
Herbert Knowles

Higgins

John Doane for underpinning

Paid R. Davis & Co. for shingles
238 1lbs nails

40 4/5 gallons paint oil

100 lbs metallic paint

100 1lbs white lead

Sharpening Drills

Bought of C. Young & Co.

18 cask lime 27.00
1l cask cement 2.50
25 bush hair 11.25

1273.87
27.10
26.00

6.50
14.00

76.60

106.69
1.00
29.25
3.20
5.00
3.65

207.50
24.99
43.09

5.00
15.00
4.00

40.15

1931.19




3.

1931.1°
Oct. 15 Bought of Burditt & Williams
Hardware for House 58.66
" " Bought of A. Wentworth & Co.
3 marble slabs & top pieces 17.25
" " Bought of Morrison, Baines & Co.
3 center pieces 10.00
" " Bought of Banker & Carpenter
100 1lbs best white lead 14.00
Oct. 18 Faid F. Knowles for 17% feet underpinning 5.50
" 26 Herbert Knowles 6.00
Nov. 1 Paid Peter Higgins for
511 feet hard pine lumber 17.88
1 Paid James Rogers for Labor 32.65
" " Paid John Fulcher for Labor 5.00
Nov. 28 Bought of A. Wentworth & Co.
" " 1 chimney piece 40.00
" " 1 shelf 4.00 44.00
" " Paid Burditt and Williams for Hard. 85.90
Paid A. D. Mooney for center pieces 9.00
" " Bought of Carpenter and Woodworth
" " 200 1lbs. white lead 24.75
Dec. 4 Paid Masons 66.80
7 Thomas Nickerson Painting 21.60

Outside House (8 days)




Dec.

Paid A Mayo, Casting on Ham Shpt.

"  Ghamar Snow Cleaning Brick
" G. S. Newcomb

" J. Young Varnish & Paint

Paid H Lincon Freight on Shingles
E. K. Paine Laying up Stairway
S. L. Knowles Stone for Cellar
James Rogers

Herbert Knowles

.16
.00
;.08
B.60

3 .00
B.50
2.00
9.60

.16




Amount Paid Carpenters Labor on House

Sept 8
"

Nathaniel Nickerson Cash

Dean Nickerson
Edmund Crosbury
Abner Freeman
Sandford Hopkings
Nathaniel Nickerson
Abner Freeman
S8dndford Hopkings
Heman Gills

E. Knowles

Sandford Hopkings
Dean Nickerson
Nathaniel Nickerson
Edmund Crosby

Heman Gills
Nathaniel Nikkerson
Edmund Crosby

S. Hopkings

Dean Nickerson

B. Crosby

s%. Hopkings

D. Nickerson
N. Nickerson

- 198 -

"

$75.00
75.00
75.00
40.00
75.00
75.00
L7.50
50.00
50.00
60.00
30.00
80.00
80.00
80.00
L0.62
100.00
83.97
76.75
108.65
86.62
73.25
87.75

208.6%
1758.7



APPENDIX C.

Historic American Buildings Survey Drawings
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APPENDIX D.
Remarks from Betsey A. Penniman,
Fastham, Massachusetts

1943
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APPENDIX E.

Letter from Irma Knowles Penniman [Broun] Kahn
(Captain Edward Penniman's Granddaughter)
to Andrea Gilmore

November 4, 1983



November 4, 1983

Dear Andrea Gilmore,

I am pleased to learn of the proposed future restoration of Fort Hill
Terrace, the home of my grandparents Captain Edward Penniman in Eastham,
Massachusetts. I grew up in the house and later inherited it. I sold the
estate to the National Park Service hoping it would be preserved as a
historical landmark. When I sold the house to the Park, there were green
shutters on all the windows of the house. Without the shutters, it lost
a lot of the authenticity of a French Second Empire house. I hope the
shutters can be found and replaced. The stone wall along the street and
in the courtyard were kept immaculately white by a coat of whitewash each
Spring. The painted posts along the road which had large hitching post
rings. There were at least eight posts where guests could hitch their
horses. There was a pebble stone walk from the stone steps at the road to
the kitchen door and no trodden earth on the grass around the house as
there is now, it makes the place look quite run down, but I suppose it
cannot be helped. My grandpa had the house built elevated on a terrace
to make the house high enough to enable him to view the ocean and the Cape
Cod bay from the cupola where he spent much of his time in his later years.

Until the Park bought the property, trees were not allowed to grow in
the field facing the ocean. We had a beautiful view of the Town Cove, the
ocean and the sandbdunes. The views were the prime reason for building the
house where it stands. The sun rising out of the sea was spectacular, some
nights it was the full moon we saw - again spectacular. We watched whales
blow as they swam and cavorted in the water, as seen from our dining room
window. Now all that is gone as the trees have been allowed to grow, The

land was clear and planted to hay which was harvested for our golden Guernsey
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cow, Daisy, and our horse, Molly. Molly took us riding in the surrev with

the fringe on top of the buggy. And in winter, of course, the red sleigh

with its many bells.
The horse lived in her stall room, next door to her in the big room

were kept the carriages. Daisy lived underneath on the ground flgor. There

was a hen house in back of the barn where Rhode Island red chickeps lived.

A large vegetable garden flourished south of the barn. East of the house

was a fruit orchard. It had apples, peaches, pears, grapes and pflums.

A good sized strawberry patch was south of the barn. Much of thelse vegetables

and fruits were canned for year round use.
When I sold the home, I contacted the man in Eastham then in [charge of

the Park offering him the complete contents of the house and barr for the

sum of $6,000. He looked at me with no interest and stated coldly that the

government was not in the antique business. I was crushed as I Had been

hopeful that all the whaling things and furniture could be kept together

in the house. Later I read in newspapers and magazine articles gbout the

house with words berating me for not making the furnishings available to

stay with the house. It was sad and still is frustrating.
Now to answer some of your many questions about furnishings and so forth.

Shall we start with water? A driven well in the barn was for human and

animal consumption, pumped and carried in galvanized buckets to the animals.

One special bucket was used for kitchen use where it was set betyeen the

marble washbasin and the black iron sink, in later years replaced by a

white sink. Water for the bathroom came from an attic cistern, lead lined,

not fit to drink, if that water was used up, water was hand pumped from the

second cistern which was deep in the ground by the east kitchen (window. The
pump was on right-hand side of the sink with a pipe going up to the attic.

Another cistern was in the couryard at the right of the stairway going up
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to the kitchen door. All this water was collected from the roof of the house.
I never knew the cistern to become enpty at one time. Hot water came from a
large toll tank in the kitchen cupboard on the left side of the stove. The
kitchen coils were heated on the inside of the kitchen range. Just below
this cupboard was a painted wood box, with a hinged cover. Wood or coal was
burned in the stove. Water came down from the attic cistern in a pipe to
the hot water tank, which in turn forced hot water up to the bathroom. When
a hot water faucet was turned on up there. The tub, marble bowl and flush
toilet were all boxed in with blond, varnished wood. I believe tub
was tink, painted inside, as I remember. Fort Hill Terrace, I understand,"
was among the first houses on the Cape to have an indoor bathroom. At that
time in Boston, it was necessary to get a special permit to have an inside
bathroom. Earlier it was considered against the law as the bathroons were

considered unsanitary.

Kitchen

In the center of the kitchen was a large oval, wooden table, where my
grandmother Augusta cooked up a storm every Saturday. Baking cakes, pies,
bread biscuits, donuts, baked beans and brown bread - a week's supplv for the
family. At times my father would be seating near the table shucking clams for
the chowder. They were fresh from the salt water flats where he had dreg
them that morning. The walls of the kitchen were cream colored enamel paint
and the woodwork and floors of natural varnished wood. During the 1940's
my sister, Muriel, painted the woodwork and floors in the kitchen. A narrow
shelf over the sink held six kerosene lamps which people carried when retiring
for the night.

The small lamps were about 6" in diameter, three glass ones and three tin

ones, all with handles, All lamps were trimmed and chimneys cleaned every
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Saturday morning. The room between the kitchen and dining room wWas called the
Butler's pantry, where every day dishes and best dishes were kepf. There was
the icebox and a drop leaf table for preparing some of the food.| The built-
in drawvers were filled with table linens and kitchen towels. In|the small
closet in the kitchen with the shelves were stored spices, sugary flour and
so forth, plus all the cooking pots and pans. Seldom used cookipg utensils
were kept under the hot water tank closet. Several times a year) home-made
soap was made outdoors in the courtyard. The cooking pot was kept in the
cellar. A large brown wick nickel lamp was used on the middle of the kitchen
table. The hallway to the kitchen and dining room was papered with washable
glossy covered soft covering, soft blue and gray in color. The woodwork and

floors were varnished. Carpeting was on the stairway upstairs.

Dining Room

The dining room had varnished woodwork. Wall-to-wall carpeting with a
pattern of cabbage roses in the soft pink colors. The wallpaper looked much

like it.

Northwest Parlor

The northwest parlor, we called it the sitting room. 1 believe it had
white woodwork, had wall-to-wall carpeting in beige and golden [colors, with

a two-tone beige figured wallpaper vhich blended with the rug.

Front Hall
The front hall, up and down stairs as well had wall-to-wall carpeting

of a deep red rose pattern, the same carpeting in the upper hall. The walls

up and down stairs had paper of light cream with a striped flepr-de-lis design.

All woodwork was of white. The front hallway up and down stairs had white

enamel paint.




Northeast Parlor

The northeast parlor, you have pictures of it. The wallpaper was red
plush and gold leaf. The ceiling paper was imported from France. Velvet
tie-back drapes with ball fringe hung on the insides of the room at the bay
window. The velvet chairs were of rose color; the woodwork was white enamel.

The rug was wall-to-wall of rose and beige flower designs and velvety feeling.

Southeast Bedroom

The southeast bedroom was light blond color which matched the room's
varnished woodwork. There was a large rocker and straight-backed chair with
a wicker back and seat. The bureau stood between the south and eastkwindows.
Green shades and white lace curtains. This was the Captain's and Augusta's
room as it looked out to the sea. Straw matting, wall-to-wall with Grand-

mother's braided rugs scattered here and there.

Northeast Bedroom

The northeast room had blond varnished furniture and varnished 1light
woodwork. The bed was an authentic Jenny Lind. There was a commode with a
blanket chest built on top. A bed side table, a rocker and a straight-backed
chair, all matching pieces. The wallpaper was changed every few years in all
of the bedrooms always of some flower design on the pink side. Lace curtains

and green shades.

Southwest Bedroom

The southwest bedroom which belonged to my Aunt Bessie was furnished with
a dark wood high head board bed. The woodwork was white enamel. The bureau,
commode, and bed side table all had pink marble tops. The commode had a back,

top and side of marble. A lovely room with green shades and rose-colored
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curtains, wall-to-wall blond matting and scattered rose and green hooked

rugs. A rocker and straight-backed chair with wicker back and seats.

Northwest Bedroom

A huge dark wood high back bed stood in the northwest bedroom. (A bureau,

commode and bed side table all topped with Vermont white marble} A rocker, a
straight backed chair. Both had wicker backs and seats. This was called the
guest room. Green shades and white lace curtains, wall-to-wall|grass matting

with hand-made scattered rugs.

In the attic was stored a wooden barrel of flour and a barrel of sugar.
As a child on a Saturday morning I might be asked to rum up to the attic for
a dish each of flour and sugar for Grandmother's cooking. In the bedroom on
the third floor attic was furnished with my great Grandmother's blond four
poster bed, spread with a thick featherbed mattress. A large painted metal
chest of many colors and designs. Chairs and a table. Wallpapered, I don't
recall the woodwork painted or varnished, whatever it would still be intact,

I believe, at this time.

Cupola or cupola as some people call it.
There were two ship's chairs and Grandpa's spy glass. On|the walls
whaling prints, collector's items. One above each window. I remember the

paint on the wall as brilliant blue and white woodwork.

Pictures
There were whaling prints in the upstairs front hall and downstairs front

hall, two whaling prints in the downstairs back hall. Two laxge carved sail-
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boats of the cup race encased in glass hung in the dining room, between the
Butler's pantry door and the back hall door, taking up most of that space.
The sitting room had two conventional forest and stream oil paintings which
hung overthe piano. The parlor had a huge painting on the right hand wall

as you enter. It was of a sailing ship coming into harbor, out of a soft
fog. This was not a square rigger ship, it was a beautiful picture, at least

8'-0" x 6'-0" high.

Cellar

The first room down the stairway was the furnace room where a hugh furnace
stood with hot air ducts to registers in the floor of every room in the house,
except the kitchen. The outer room, far in the back was the coat room. Later
my father had this furnace removed and installed a one-pipe furnace in the coal
cellar with a register in the front hall by the stairway. It also heated the
whole house if the doors to the rooms were kept open. To the right of the
cellar stairs you will find a small square trap door which was used as a
root cellar. The room where a bathroom now is had many shelves where the

canned goods and a second ice box was kept.

Greenhouse

There was a green house set against the north wall in the courtyard where
my grandfather grew chrysanthemums. It was destroyed in a hurricane when I
was a child. At that time three of the huge cottonwood trees came down into
the barnyard, one crushing the wood shed attached to the front of the barn.
It was then rebuilt. These hugh trees were used at one time by sailors for

landmarks when sailing off the Cape.



Correction:

The first furnace had heat ducts to registers in every room in the house,
not as I said earlier to every floor in the house. It was every room in the
house.

As to the basement markings of my height, I was six years old June 24,
1914, and not eleven as stated in your letter.

Will you please return the cassette at your earliest convenipnce. I
hope this answers all of your questions, if not, I will help youl in any way

I can.

Sincerely,

Irma Knowles Penniman Kahn
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Completion Report,

1964 Exterior Restoration Work
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completion Report, restors.._.n of Caplain Penniman House and varn, Historic Stuctures,
Cnetham, Maesachusetts, Cape Cod National Seashore, PCP B-3-2, FY 1963.

West front elevation of house before restoration was
started. The roof shingles were painted alternate
horizontal stripes of red and brown. The clapboard
walls and wooden trim had many coats of paint, all of
which was removed and re-painted the original colors.

Front elevation after restoration was completed., Cee
the following pages for extent of the replacement of
existing construction, also refer to "As Built" draw-
ings.

ALl work for this restoration was performed by Park employees under the supervision
of F. Cliff Pearce, Resident Architect, PSC~D&C during the years 1966 and 1967

Page 1 of 3
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Complction lioport, 1 .storation of Captain Penniman liouse and Barn, historic
gtructures, Fastham, Massachusetts, Capo_Cod National Seashore., PCP B-3-2, FY-1963

A\

Corner of entrance porch after the Corner of entrance porch after the

carved leaves at columns and curved leaves and brackets, also dentil
brackets at cornice had been re- mouldings had been set back in place
moved for chemical removal of old and painted,

paint,

Stagings in place for removal of old Front elevation after restoration.
shingles and rotted wooden members Roof shingles painted horizontal
at front elevation. " stripes of brown and red to matcn

original colors. Clapboards painted
warm yellow, with window blinds
dark green.

'Al;'workffo;'this reétoration*was,performed by;Park employees under the super-
visidn of F. Cliff Pearce, Resident Architect, of PSC - D&C, during the years
1966 and 1967.

. Page 2 of 5
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Complotion Report, 1.storation of Cajtain Penniman llouso and Narn, historic
structures, Eastham, Massachusetto, Capo Cod National Seashoro. PCP D-3-2, FY-1963

P— o<

Condition of perimeter fence before Fence after completed restoration,

restoration. Fence located along All members replaced with new work,
Governor Prence Road and on West then painted in original colors of
side of front lawn. warm yellow, with dark green rail,

i
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f
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Portion of East elevation after

Rotted roo? shingles are being re- restoration, showing new fence.to
placed. Paint being removed from .replace badly rotted fence along
clapboards by scraping and remover. top of store wall,

All.work for this restoration was performed by Park employees under the super-

vision of F. Cliff Pearce, Resident Architect, of PSC - D&C, during the years

1966 and 1967. :
, Page 3 of ¢
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Completion Report, ,toration of Captain Penniman Hoose and Barn, historic
structures, Lastham, Massachusetts, Cape Cud National Seashore, PCP B-3-2, FY-1963

Badly rotted members at second floor All rotted members completely re-
dormer windows. This is typical of placed and painted, as shown in this
the condition of all ten dormers, photograph.
and cornice. members.,
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Typical condition of shingles and
members at intersection of upper and
lower roofs. All rotted members were
replaced with new worke.

Iron plate supporting top course
of bricks at both chimneys badly
rusted. These were replaced with
new, galvanized plates.

All work for this restoration was performed by Park employees under the super-

vision of F. Cliff Pearce, Resident Architect, of PSC - D&C, during the years

1966 and 1967. -
Page L of 5




- 237 -

Completion Report, : toration of Captain Penniman House and Barn, historic
structures, Eastham, Massachusetts, Cape Cod National Seashore, PCP B-3-2, FY-1963

Split upper member of Corinthian West and South sides of the barn,
capital. This is typical of the after restoration, which included
condition of the column capitals replacement and painting of ‘all wall
and all were restored with new-wood,’ clapboards, roof shingles and cornice

members, also re-building the cupola.

. g 3 UL e
South and East sides of the barn,
showing similar restoration of all of the West front elevation after
wall clapboards. roof shingles and restoration. See page 1 of this Re-
cornice members, also new roof dormer port for colors used, which matched
to replace the original dormer. original colors for house and barn.

All work for this restoration was performed by Park employees under the super-
vision of F, Cliff Pearce, Resident Architect,.of PSC - D&C, during the years

1966 and 1967.
Page 5 of 5
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. The Penniman House in Eastbam
"is being carefully and painstakingly:
.testored on the outside, to preserve
a virtally unique bit of Second
Empire architecture in thxs part of
‘the nation.

It represents a time’ when'whahng
sluppcrs built their mansions .
"when the tax rate was only 310
when carpenters were willing (and
‘permitted) to spend as much time
-as necessary to make a foliate omn-
-ament fit the 1op cohxmn with pre-
“cision.

. Nobody knows who built it.

_Albert E. Snow, Orleans histor-
‘jan. was told by a cousin who had
some close connections with the
period that the Penniman House
was built by Edmund Crosby, who
built the old Southward (Nauset)
Inn, the Cummings Biock (where
Land Ho Restaurant now stands)
and other such places..  He was,-
says Mr Snow “the master- bmldq‘
in these parts.”

But the old architectural dravings
recovered fromp the Penniman House
Hself, and vsed to check the restor-
ation, carry on the back the name of
Nathaniel Nickerson, Orieans. The
Orleans directory of 1901 carries
Mr Nickerson as a contractor and
builder.

Whoever built the Penniman
‘House spared no expense and took
no shortcuts.

Leon Bowden, under whose fore-
manship the restoration by the Cape
Cod National Seashore is going on,
is impressed with the excellent state
of preservation throughout. A very
small amount of dry rot has been
found .

The Penniman Housc was built
for Captain Edward. Penniman, and
took almost exactly ' year, span-
ning 1867 and 1868.- When the
tax assessors caught up with. it, in
1878, it was put on.the books at
$2750, the mau costly dwelling in

tha Tirun

~ George Dunsford, Leonard Maza'

L S——-
i .

pheme

§

<.

Pc House Easham Landma[k_Bem Restored

1 In tax records of that vear, ac-
prding to Mrs Isabelle Drackett,

asthom Town Clerk, show the en-
tive Pennimun holding, house, Man- |
sard roofed burn, a woodhouse and |
an “old house”, plus the high,
ground and the swamp totaling per-
haps scven or cight scres (axed at:
$3263 (the barn, which is also be- !
ing restored, being assesced ot $380
thit year). The tax bill was $32.63. !

Under Leon Bowden's direction,
thi rerulldmg is- being done by

and. Lawrence Stiffler, and no onc

is pushing them.
The entire exterior has been pecl-
ed back jo its basic skin, and every
ornament - and  decoration, every
t of metal, every wooden gut-
is being cleaned down to the
aw wood and repainted and ye-

-placed.

One of the things that is speed-

ine the b ic the existencr in Nr.
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stripping plant, which uses a chcm-
ical formula and a process the sec-
ret of which he jealously guards.

As the quoins come off the corn-
ers, as the bannister-tupe decora-
tions come off the porch. they go
through the Urbanski vats, and are
returned, after patienl drying. for
the prepainting and priming and re-
placzment on the building.

The Cape Cod National Seashore,
which bought the property and will

(Continved on mext Page)

C‘Jw‘ wved (s we xt eolowun.

Sewl w by
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Ve, 44, 10 .30
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The .Capg. Coddeg
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" PENNIMAN (Continved)
eventually spend about ten-times as
much Lo restore it as it was asses-
sed at originally, has no immediate
plans to do anything fo the interior
-except to protect it. They-have no
funds for a major restoration job,
and .no furniture of the period to
furnish the old place.

“Not much point in having people
-walk through an empty bouse.” F.

Cliff Pearce,:the resident architect -

- of the -Park, obscrves.

The young carpenters on the .res-
toration job .are getting - their first
close look at how' the master build-
ers-of a century ago put the fmcy
old_places 1ogether.

Set on  a granite. fonldalion'
(where did the granmite come from?),
it is built .as a

“eight .room dwelling seeming:to be
most clearly in the Second Emplr:
tradition. - -~

"Mr Bowden says that there is np
actual -roof of the original colors
that he knows of, but apparently
the exterior. decoration was based
on alternating horizontal stripes of
red. and brown. There were five
such bands on the house. three on
thc M.msard roofed barn

The chimney Iud a vellow lmse
paint, the brick body was red, and
the affair was capped with a band
of yéllow,

, . . L
The. two. bays were white. .the
clapboard siding yellow (a  very
-brilliant: yellow, Mr Bowden savs)
and the quoms white,

"metal back ‘on the cupola, and wher-

. the visitors will gape. again.
“Mansard roofed

structure clearly under (he»French_:'

influence. The-foliation around the
r10p - of :the Corinthian. coluruns .at
" the ‘fronmt, - the. capital .an top, Ythe
“whole -style and proporton-of ithe -

';'M. Fdison .P. Lobr, .Pesk hidtor.

. find out, and 2. gmt deal js already

~and put together the first rcasonably

The .quoins (scrabble players at-
tention) are square boards. planed
to shupe, and set on the corners in
a short-long-thort effect.

The soflits were white, and so
were the French dentals, the freize
and the exterior molding.

Restoration includes putting sheet

ever it was used originally.

It even includes a restoration of
the jawbones of the whale that con-
stituted the archway over the stile
which led a visitor to the doorway
and drew tourists ‘and gapers - fifty
years ago. Opinions vary as o
whether the jawbone< came from
finb~ck whale. a right whale.
some other aoratic mammal. Whern
they -are hack in place, they mas
hive less whale and more filling.
Butt ths effect will be the same. and

Hislory Is beimg slowly . patched.
“lem,,Js putting together .whut he.can
established.

~ME Pearce, Lhe resident architect,
has included a good deal of ‘archi-
tectural history in his reports.

Descendants of Captain Penniman
have offered much in the way of
background.

But an assignment of the Eastham
Hisorical Society will eventually be
to cordinate all these bits and picces

complete and reasopably accuratc
story of the Penniman House and
its original occupants ever assemb-
led.

Soineday the cull may go out. for
furniture, either of the uctuul fani-
ily, or at least of the period, and a
solidly researched history of the old
Penniman House will be required
then.

Meanwhile, Leon Bowden and
his crev/ are bringing the old place
back to health and beauty, for the
pleasure of a new century.




APPENDIX G.

Molding-Profile Analysis
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Selected Exterior Moldings

Panel Molding
West Entry Door

Casing Casi
asin
East Entry Door g

Aest Entry Door
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Interior Moldings

Doorway and Window Casings

Rooms 102,

103,

202

Rooms 101,

106,

203
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Interior Moldings
Doorway and Window Casings

Room 205

Rooms 201, 204 &
Cupola Room 206
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Interior Moldings
Doorway and Window Casings

Room 105

107
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Interior Moldings
Baseboards

L M N
Rooms 101, 106, Rooms 102, Room 107
201, 203, 204, 103, 202

205, 206
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Interior Moldings
Window Aprons

Siil

Rooms 201, 202, 203, 204

Rooms 101, 103,
106 Sill
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Interior Moldings
Miscellaneous

Rooms 201, 204, 206
Built-in Drawer Casing

Inner Casing of Closet

Tread

Room 104
Kitchen Sink Molding Room 102

Stair Nosing Molding
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Interior Moldings
Miscellaneous

p

Z AA
Typical first and Room 103 Room 001 Room| 301
second floor Window Muntin Window Muntin Window Muntin
window muntin Upper Sash of
North Bay
Window

SN

BB
17
Typical first and
second floor door
panel molding Rooms 201, 203
206 - window

panel molding

Room 105
East door -
panel molding

RS
EE
N GG
. Room 001 " Room 001
gzof gOl _ Noxrth door - South door -
S~ door panel molding molding

panel molding




APPENDIX H,

Door Schedule




LOCATION

Room 001 Two panels 2'-2-1/2" x 6'-2"

East wall Reused

door

Room 001 Five panels 2'-5" x 6'-0" x7/8"
South wall Reused

door

Room 001 Four panels 2'-5" x 6'-2" x 1"
West wall Reused

door

East exterior Six panels 2'-11-1'2" x 6'-3-1/2"
Basement Upper four x 1-3/4"

door panels glazed

Room 101 Four panels 3'-0" x 6'-11-3/4"
North wall x 1-1/2"

door

Room 101 Four panels 3'-0" x 7'-0" x 1-1/2"
East wall

door

Room 102 Four panels 2'-8" x 6'-0" x 1-1/2"
South wall

East door

Room 102 Four panels 2'-8" x 6'-0" x 1-1/2"
South wall

West door

Room 102 Four panels 3'-2" x 7'-3/4" x 1-3/4"
West Exterior Upper two panels

door are glazed with

etched glass
Door has a curved

top
Room 102 Four panels 2'-11-3/4" x 6'-11-1/2"
North wall x 1-1/2"
Room 103 Four panels 2'-11-3/4" x 6'~-11-1/2"

South wall x 1-1/2*



LOCATION

TYPE

S1ZE

Room 104

South wall
East door

Room 104
South wall
Basement door

Room 104
South wall
West door

Room 104
West wall
Closet door

Room 105
North wall

Room 105

East exterior
door

Room 105
South wall

Room 105
West wall

Room 106
West wall
South door

Room 106
West wall
Closet door

Room 106
North wall
West door

Room 106
North wall
Center door

Four panels

Four panels

Four panels

Four panels

Four panels

Four panels
Upper two panels
glazed

Four panels
Four panels

Four panels

Four panels

Four

panels

Four panels

2'-4-1/4" x 6"-11-
x 1-1/2"

2'-6" x 7'-0" x 1-

3'-0" x 7'-0" x 1-

2'-8" x 6'-11-1/2"

3/4"

1/2"

1/2"

2'-4-1/4" x 6'-11-3/4"

x 1-1/2"

2'-11-3/4" x 6'-10-3/4"
x 1-1/2"

2'-11-3/4" x 6'-11"
x 1-1/2"

2'-5-3/4" x 6'-11-3/4"
x 1-1/2"

310" x 7'-0" x 1-1/2"

2'-9-3/4" x 6'-11-3/4"

x 1-1/2"

2'-8" x 6'-11-3/4"

2'-7-3/4" x 6'-11-
x 1-1/2"

3/4"

x 1-1/2"

x 1-1/2"




LOCATION

TYPE
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Room 106
North wall
East door

Room 107
South wall

Room 107
North wall

Room 201
North wall

Room 202
North wall

Room 202
East wall

Room 202
South wall
East door

Room 202
South wall
West door

Room 203
South wall

Room 203
East wall
Closet door

Room 204
West wall
South door

Room 204
West wall
Closet door

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

Four

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

panels

2'-11-3/4" x 6'-11"
x 1-1/2"

2'-7-3/4" x 6'-11-3/4"

x 1-1/2"
3'-0" x 7'-0" x 1-1/2"
2'-7-3/4" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"
2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"

2'-7-3/4" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"

2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"

2'-7-3/4" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"

2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"

2'-7-3/4" x 6'-8" x

1-1/4"

2'-8" x 6'-7-3/4" x 1-1/4"

2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"




- 253 -

LOCATION TYPE SIZE

Room 204 Four panels 2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"
North wall

West door

Room 204 Four panels 2'-6" x 6'-7" x 1-1/4"
North wall

East door

Room 205 Four panels 2'-8" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"
North wall

Room 205 Four panels 2'-6" x 6'-6-1/2" x|1-1/4"
East wall

North door

Room 205 Four panels 2'=1-3/4" x 6'-7-3/4"

East wall x 1-1/4"

South door

Room 205 Four panels 2'-7-3/4" x 6'-7-3/4"
South wall x 1-1/4"

Room 205 Four panels 2'=-7-3/4" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"
West wall

Room 206 Four panels 2'-5-3/4" x 6'-8" x 1-1/4"
West wall

Closet door

Room 206 Four panels 2'-2" x 6'-7-3/4"

South wall x 1-1/4"

East door




APPENDIX 1.

Finishes Analysis




A. Introduction

A preliminary paint study for the exterior of the Captain Edward
Penniman House was prepared during the summer of 1979, for the purpose of
writing specifications for its repainting. At that time, paint samples
were removed from the house and analyzed, and the colors of the house's
ca.-1890 color scheme were matched.l During the preparation of this
historic structure report, these samples were reviewed again, and some
additional samples were taken for study.

B. Historical Documentation

Historical documentation for the exterior paint colors on the Captain
Edward Penniman House is scant. Captain Penniman's Accountbook, under
the section titled, "Expenses in Building a House,™ contains several
entries about the paint purchased when the house was built.

On September 15, 1868:

40 4/5 gallons Paint oil $43.09
100 1bs. metallic paint at 5 $ 5.00
100 1bs. white lead at 15 $15.00

On December 7, 1868:

Paid J. Young for varnish and paint $ 8.50
Thomas Nickerson for Painting Outside $21.60
House (8 days)s5

These entries give no indication of whether these paints were used on
the exterior or interior of the house. Perhaps the paints paid for on
the same day that Nickerson was paid for doing the exterior painting were
used for that exterior painting. No indication of paint color is given
in these entries. An entry at the end of Captain Penniman's Journal,
dating from about 1880, states '"Paint on House, Black, Yellow and Umber
(Lead White)." It is an isolated entry and contains no information about
the portions of the house that were painted these colors.

The historic photographs of the house are useful for identifying the
polychromatic paint schemes. For example, in the earliest photograph of
the house ca. 1880, the front door is painted a light color; in the
ca.-1890 photographs, it is painted a dark color. When combined with the
colors found in the paint samples, the historic photographs can identify
the elements that were painted the same color.



C. Physical Evidence

In 1964, when the exterior of the Penniman House was restored, the
woodwork--clapboards, trim, doors, and windows--were chemically stripped
of their historic paint. The wooden shingles on the roof also were
removed and replaced at this time. Since no paint samples |were taken

prior to the stripping of the exterior surfaces, little evidence remains
for identifying the house's historic paint colors.

Systematic sampling from the exterior architectural fabric--the
standard method for conducting a paint study--thus was not| possible on
this building. Rather, sampling locations were limited to the |areas that
had escaped chemical stripping. These areas were few in/ number, and
their naturally protected locations frequently resulted in their not
being painted every time the house was repainted. Hence, they do not
always contain a full layering sequence. Less than 50 paint samples were
taken from the exterior of the building, and more than half of these
samples do not contain full layering sequences of historic paint.

Representative samples from the different architectural elements were
selected, and their paint-layering sequences recorded.

D. Conclusions

Examination of these paint samples Trevealed that the house was
originally painted 1light brown. The clapboards were a slightly darker
brown (Munsell no. 10YR 5/2) than the trim (Munsell mo. 10YR 6/2).%2 The
exterior doors of the house also were painted light brown, the same color
as the clap'boards.3 When the blinds were stripped in 1964, all of their
historic paint was destroyed. In the earliest photograph of the house
they are shown painted a dark color, probably either dark br or dark
green, based on common practices of the day. The window sash also were
stripped in 1964. They appear to be painted a dark color in the early
photographs, probably black, again according to custom. The
different-colored horizontal bands of roof shingles in the earliest
photographs of the house suggest that the roof was painted originally.
Since all of the historic roof shingles were removed and destroyed in
1964, the only source for the early roof colors was the 1lightning rod

brackets.# The first layer of brown paint on the brackets is Munsell no.
7.5YR 3/2; the first layer of red paint is Mumsell no. SR 3/4.
The house was repainted with the original color sche once, ca.

1875. This scheme is seen in the ca.-1880 photograph of the house (111.
8). Around 1885, the color scheme apparently was changed. The
clapboards were painted yellow, the trim was painted white, and the doors
were painted black.5 The exception was the east basement door, which was
painted the same color of yellow as the clapboards. The blinds may have
been painted black, to match the doors; the sash remained black. A
fourth repainting occurred ca. 1890. It was similar to the ca.-1885




scheme: the clapboards were painted yellow (Munsell no. 10Y 8.5/4; the
trim was painted white (Munsell no. N 9.0/; and the doors and probably
the blinds were painted dark green (Munsell no. 2.5BG 2/4). The sash
remained black. The roof shingles continued to be painted red and
brown. It is probably this paint scheme that is seen in the series of
ca.-1890 photographs of the house. This scheme remained on the house
through the early years of the 20th century.

During the 20th century, the Penniman House continued to be painted
yellow, with white trim and dark-green blinds. The color of the yellow
paint used on the clapboards was darker than during the 19th century.
The exterior doors were painted yellow, rather than dark green. The roof
shingles continued to be painted brown and red, but they were not painted
with the same frequence as the other exterior surfaces of the house.

Chemical analysis of the paint samples, primarily spot-testing with
sodium sulfide, revealed that most of the historic paints used on the
house were lead-base oil paints. The most obvious exception is the white
primer, used on all of the exterior woodwork except the shingles. This
primer does not react positively when tested with sodium sulfide. It
appears to be a zinc-base paint. The paints applied to the house after
the 1964 restoration work do not react positively to sodium sulfide,
either. They are modern oil-base paints that do not contain any lead.

Most of the paint layers on the lightning-rod brackets do not react
positively to sodium sulfide. The paint on the brackets was applied
prior to 1962: in the HABS photographs taken of the house that year, the
lightning rods have been removed. Only the first paint layer in the
samples from the brackets appears to be a 1lead-base. The other paint
layers are either =zinc-base paints or stains. The thickness of the
layers suggest they are paints, rather than stains.

In 1964, when the exterior of the house was restored and repainted,
Clifford Pearce claimed to have painted the house its original colors.
He says the following about how he documented the paint colors:

Research is being done on original colors with members of the
Penniman family still resident here, who remember paint colors
fifty and more years ago, and the new colors will follow the
original in so far as can be determined.

He goes on to say:

Research, experimentation, and exploration have been used in
determining colors to restore the house to an as new condition.
If the sensitive eye finds the effect gaudy, seashore officials
can disclaim responsibility, since it is their task only to make
it authentic, not aesthetic.



Specifications in English, but probably translated from French,
were found in the house, and other papers disclosed infor
on colors. The roof has alternating courses of Indian
tobacco brown, strong colors, as are the deep yellow o
clapboards, the traditional dark green of its wing shutter
brilliant white of its dentils and quoins.

The original specifications for the house as they exist tod
no information about paint. Since it appears that several
pages of the specifications are missing, Pearce may have seen
them that no longer exist. However, because he does not quot
because the original color on the house--as revealed by exami
actual paint samples--are markedly different from the col
painted the house, this seems unlikely. Rather, it appears th
his choice of paint colors on the memories of the Penniman fam
the colors that he selected were those on the house during their

ily, since
lifetime.

The restoration paint colors selected for the exterior of the
Penniman House represent the ca.-1890 color scheme. They are | identified
here in Section F. The historic finishes for the interior are cited in
Section G.

E. Other Information Gained

In addition to identifying the paint-color schemes for the exterior
of the house, comparison of the paint-layering sequence from the
different architectural elements was useful for dating several
alterations that were made to the house. The existing east exterior
door, which is not the same door as shown in the historic photographs,
has only seven layers of paint on it. The first paint layer is the
darker yellow paint, also found on the clapboards and basement door and
comparatively dated to ca. 1920.7 The small brass plates mounted on the
jambs of the west exterior doorway have only one layer of 1light brown
paint under them, indicating that they were installed at the time the
house was built.8 Other small alterations also were made to the house.
However, the extensive paint removal in 1964 has precluded the use of
paint analysis to help date these alterations.




NOTES

1. Andrea M. Gilmore, Captain FEdward Penniman House - Exterior
Finishes Study, North Atlantic Historic Preservation Center, 1979.

2. Paint samples CACO 77 P005-07, P136.
3. Paint samples CACD 77 P018-19.

4.  Paint samples CACO 77 P137-38.

5. Paint sample CACO 77 P018.

6. HEison Lohr and F. Cliff Pearce, Historic Structures Report -
Part II: Captain Edward Penniman House and Barn, pp. 4-5.

7.  Paint sample CACO 77 P017.
8. Paint sample CACD 77 P133.




F. Historic Exterior Finishes

Original Paint Colors

Brick Chimey and Foundation - Red
Munsell Color No. 7.5R 3/6
None of the paint samples taken from
the brick contain original paint.

Clapboards - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10YR 5/2
Reference paint samples:
CAQD 77 P005-06

Wood Trim - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10 YR 6/2
Reference paint samples:
CcACO 77 P007, P136, P139

Window Sash - Probably Black

Exterior Doors - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10YR 5/2
Reference paint samples:
CAQO 77 P018-19

Blinds - Probably Dark Brown or Dark Green

Roof Shingles - Red
Munsell Color No. SR 3/4

Brown

Munsell Color No. 7.5YR 3/2
Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P137-38




Original Paint Colors

Chimney & Foundation - Red
Munsell Color No. 7.5R 3/6

Clapboards - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10YR 5/2

Woodwork - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10YR 6/2

Sash - Black?
Munsell Color No. N 1.5/

Doors - Light Brown
Munsell Color No. 10YR 5/2

Blinds -
Dark Brown or Dark Green?

Roof Shingles - Brown
. Munsell Color No. 7.5YR 3/2

Roof Shingles - Red
Munsell Color No. 5R 3/4




Restoration Paint Colors (Circa 1890)

Brick Chimney and Foundation - Red

Clapboards -

Wooden Trim -

Munsell Color No. 7.5R 3/6
Same as original color.

Yellow
Munsell Color No. 10Y 8.5/4

Whi te
Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Window Sash - Black
Munsell Color No. N 1.5/
Exterior Doors and Blinds - Dark Green

Roof Shingles -

Munsell Color No. 2.5 BG 2/4
Red
Munsell Color No. 5R 3/4

Brown
Munsell Color No. 7.5YR 3/2

Both same as original colors.
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Restoration Paint Colors

Chimnecy & Foundation - PRed Clapboards - Yellow
Munsell Color No. 7.5R 3/6 Munsell Color No. 10Y §.5/4

Wooden Trim - White Window Sash - Black
Munsell Color No. N 9.0/ Munsell Color No. N 1.5/

Coors & Blinds - Dark Green Roof Shinales - Red
Munsell “Coloy No. 2.5BG 2/4 Munsell Color No. SR 3/4

Roof Shingles - Brown
Munsell Color No. 7.5YR 3/2




G. Historic Interior Finishes

Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Rooms 001 and 002

Unfinished

Finish: Whitewash

Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P187

The plastered walls at the top of the basement
stair were originally painted with the same paint
as was used on the plaster walls in the kitchen.
Finish: Whitewash
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P188
Finish: Gray w/blue and orange pigment

particles

Munsell Color No. 10B 7/1

Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P191

The woodwork at the top of the basement stair was
grained to match the woodwork in the kitchen.




Room 101

Floors - Unfinished, carpeted
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P043

Walls - Finish: Wallpaper

See Illustrations 55-57

Ceiling - Finish: White calcimine paint
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P042

Woodwork - Finish: white, lead-base, oil paint

Munsell Color No. 9.5/
Reference paint samples:
CAQ 77 P037-40
Hardware - The metal stovepipe cover painted gold.

Reference paint sample:
CAQ 77 P162



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 102

Unfinished, carpeted

reference paint samples:
CAQD 77 P154-55

The stair treads and Trisers were painted white,

matching the other woodwork in the room.

Finish: Wallpaper

No documentation for this wallpaper has
found.

Finish: White calcimine paint

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 PO51

Finish: White, lead-base, oil paint

Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P0OA5-47

The mahogany stair newel and balustrade
stained and lacquered.

been

were




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Hardware -

Unfinished, carpeted

Finish: Wallpaper

See Illustrations 74-76, 78-79

Finish: Ceiling Paper

See Illustrations 78, 80

Finish: White, lead-base, oil paint with some of
the moldings picked out with a gold paint made
from a mixture of size and bronzing powder.

Munsell Color No. 2.5YR 9/2

Reference paint samples:

CACO 77 P031-33

The stovepipe cover was painted gold in the same
manner as described above, in 'Woodwork.'



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Finish: Stained and shellacked. The original
floor finish has been covered over with two
layers of modern paint,

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P061

Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
blue pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint.

Munsell Color No. 10Y 8.5/1

Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P063

Finish: White calcimine paint

Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P054

Finish: ©0il and yellow varnish, except on the
doors, which were grained. Most of the woodwork
in the room has been covered over with two layers
of modern paint.

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P055-56




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 105

Finish: Stained and shellacked. The original
floor finish has been covered over with three
layers of modern paint,

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P069

Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
blue pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint.
Munsell Color No. 2.5Y 8.5/2

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P068

Finish: White calcimine paint

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P156

Finish: 0il and yellow varnish, except on the
doors, which were grained. The woodwork has not
been overpainted.



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwotrk -

Room 106

Unfinished, carpeted.

The floor in the dining room is presently covered
with a modern oak floor.

Finish: Wallpaper

See Illustration 100

In the closet the plaster walls and wooden
shelving were painted: Munsell Color No. 10YR
8/4.

Finish: Ceiling paper

See Illustration 56

Finish: o0il and yellow varnish, except for the

doors, which were grained. The woodwork has not
been overpainted.




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Finish: Stained and shellacked. The pantry
floors have been covered over with two layers of
modern paint,

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P083, P160

Finish: Salmon with a visible dispersion of
orange pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint,
Munsell Color No. 10YR 8/4

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 PO78

Finish: White calcimine paint

Finish:  Salmon, with a visible dispersion of
orange pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint.
Munsell Color No. 10YR 8/4

Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 Pl61

The edges of the shelves are grained and have not
been overpainted.



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 201

Unfinished, carpeted.

Finish: Wallpaper

No documentation for this wallpaper has been
found.

Finish: White calcimine paint

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P090

Finish: White, lead-base, oil paint

Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P086-88




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 202

Unfinished, carpeted

Finish: Wallpaper
No documentation for this wallpaper has been
found.

Finish: White calcimine paint, as in the
first-floor hall (Room 102).

Finish: White, lead-base, oil paint

Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CAQ 77 P167-80

The mahogany stair newel and balustrade around
the stair opening were stained and lacquered.



Room 203

Floors - Unfinished, carpeted

Walls - Finish: Wallpaper
See Figures: 102-04
Al though not the original wallpaper, the
wallpaper presently hanging on the walls 1in this
room dates to the restoration period.
Ceiling - Finish: White calcimine paint
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P096
Woodwork - Finish: White, 1ead-base, oil paint
Mumnsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CAQD 77 P093-95




Room 204

Floors - Unfinished, carpeted

Walls - Finish: Wallpaper

See Figure 119

Ceiling - Finish: White calcimine paint
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P102

Woodwork - Finish: White, lead-base, oil paint
Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P099-100

All of the doors as well as the two built-in
drawers in Room 204 are grained. The graining
has not been overpainted.



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 205

Unfinished: perimeter of the room contains no
carpet tack holes.

Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
blue pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint.
Munsell Color No. 2.5Y 8.5/2

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P173-74

The oil-cloth-type wallpaper presently on the
walls of the back stair and Room 205 dates to the
restoration period, and should be conserved.

See Illustration 125

Finish: White calcimine paint
Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P106

Finish: white, lead-base, oil paint
Minsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P103, P105

All of the doors in Room 205 are grained; they
have not been overpainted.




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Unfinished, carpeted

Although there are tack holes around the
perimeter of this room, indicating the floor was
originally carpeted, the floor is covered with
five to six layers of paint. The first layer of
gray paint contains a visible dispersion of
orange pigment particles, and, although not
original, more than likely dates to the historic
period.

Finish: Wallpaper

No  documentation for this wallpaper has been
found.

Finish: White calcimine paint

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P113

Finish: White, lead-base, o0il paint

Minsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P111-12

All of the doors and the built-in drawers in Room
206 are grained.



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 207

Unknown. The original bathroom floor was
replaced when the current bathroom fixtures were
installed.

Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
blue and orange pigment particles; lead-base, oil
paint.

Munsell Color No. 10YR 9/1
Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P140-45

Finish: White calcimine paint

Finish: grained and varnished. The grained and
varnished woodwork in the bathroom has been
covered over with two layers of modern paint.




Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Attic Stair

See Woodwork, below.

Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
blue and orange pigment particles; lead-base, oil
paint.

Munsell Color No. 10YR 9/1

Reference pant sample:
CACO 77 P149

None.

Stair treads and risers were painted the same
color as the walls. ’ -



Floors -

Walls -

Ceiling -

Woodwork -

Room 302

Unfinished, no evidence of carpeting.

Finish: Wallpaper
No documentation for this wallpaper has  been
found.

Unfinished; does not appear to ever have been
painted. If it was painted with calcimine paint
at one time, it has been washed off.

Finish: Gray, lead-base, oil paint
Minsell Color No. 10YR 8/1

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P151-52




Floors - Unfinished
Reference paint sample:
CAQO 77 P185

Walls - Finish: Off-white, with a visible dispersion of
orange pigment particles; lead-base, oil paint
Minsell Color No. 2.5Y 8.5/2

Reference paint sample:

CACO 77 P179
Ceiling - Same as walls
Reference paint sample:
CACO 77 P186
Woodwork - Finish: White, lead-base, o0il paint

Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Reference paint samples:
CACO 77 P182-83
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Historic/Restoration Paint Colors

Woodwork: Room 001
Munsell Color No. 10B 7/1

Woodwork: Room 101
Munsell Color No. N 9.5/

Woodwork: Rooms 102,
201-204, 206, Cupola
Munsell Color No. N 9.0/

Woodwork: Room 103
Munsell Color No. 2.5YR 9/2

Plaster: Room 104
Munsell Color No. 10Y 8.5/1

Plaster: Room 105, Cupola
Munsell Color No. 2.5Y 8.5/2

Plaster: Room 106 Closet, Room 107
Munsell Color No. 10YR 8/4

Plaster: Room 207, Attic Stair
Munsell Color No. 10YR 9/1




Woodwork: Room 302
Munsell Color No. 10YR 8/1
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APPENDIX J.

Plaster and Mortar Analysis



Plaster and mortar samples from the Penniman House were analyzed to
help detect any alterations that had been made to the structure, and to
determine appropriate restoration mixes. Samples were analyzed according
to the plaster/mortar analysis procedures developed by the North Atlantic
Historic Preservation Center. From this analysis, the sand type, finish
color, and filler content of the plasters and mortars were identified.
Mortar and plaster mixes also were determined.

A. Plaster

Since virtually no alterations have been made to the Penniman House
that required replastering, sampling was limited to deteriorated areas of
plaster where small samples could be easily removed. These areas
included:

Sample No. Sample Location

CACO 77 M001 Room 104 - Kitchen Ceiling
CACO 77 M002 Room 302 - Attic Room Ceiling
CACO 77 M003 Room 001 - Basement Room Walls

CAQO 77 M004 Room 401 - Cupola Ceiling

All of the plaster is applied to sawn wooden lath, which is secured
to the vertical studs with cut nails. The plaster is a two-coat plaster,
varying in thickness from three-eighths to one-half of an inch. The
specifications for the house state:

A1l the rooms, walls, closets, and stairways, as also the
observatory and a room in the back 1loft to be lathed and
plastered. The 1laths to be of a good quality free from sap
stained knots. Plastering, the first coat to be a common brown
coat of lime, sand and hair in proportions to make a strong
mortar, and to be put on to a good thickness.

The mix of the plaster in the Penniman House was one part lime/two
parts sand. The sand used for the plaster is a light gray/tan. The
plaster contains virtually no fines, so the matching of a fines color
proved impractical. The plaster does, however, contain clumps of
reddish-brown hairs half an inch long, which appear to be cow hair.

B. Mortar

The mortar samples analyzed revealed more variation than in the
plaster samples. The mortar samples were taken from the following
locations:




Sample No. Sample Location

CACO 77 M0O05 Courtyard Retaining Walls

CACO 77 M006 Foundation Interior, West-Wall Rubblestone
CACO 77 M007 Foundation Interior, West-Wall Granite
CACO 77 M008 South Chimmey Base

The mortars from the courtyard retaining walls and the foundation
walls are natural-cement mortars, containing three parts natural
cement/four parts sand. The foundation-wall mix is slightly weaker--two
parts natural cement/five parts sand. The sand used for these mortars is
tan in color. The color of the fines most closely matches the Munsell
Soil Color Chart number 10YR 7/2.

The mortar from the base of the chimney is a sand and portland-cement
mix. The base of the chimney was built sometime after 1940 when the
coal-fired, hot-air furnace was removed. The mix of the chimney mortars
is two parts portland cement/five parts sand. The sand is 1light tan in
color; the fines most closely match the Munsell Soil Color Chart number
10 YR 7/1. Mortar samples were not taken from the tops of the chimneys
because they have been completely rebuilt, as well as recently repainted.

The data from which this summary was prepared is on file at the North
Atlantic Historic Preservation Center, and is available for further study.
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