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INTRODUCTION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Historic Structures Report focuses on six 

outbuildings located within the Atwood-Higgins 

complex in the town of Wellfleet, Massachusetts. The 

Atwood-Higgins complex consists of a cluster of ten 

buildings within a 24-acre property that is part of Cape 

Cod National Seashore. This report focuses on the 

following six outbuildings:: Woodshed (LCS# 040423), 

Garage (LCS# 040421), Barn (LCS# 007490), Guest 

House (LCS# 007492), Summer House (LCS# 040409), 

and Country Store (LCS# 007491). The Atwood-

Higgins House (LCS# 007489) is documented in a 

separate report. Additional smaller outbuildings are 

described in the May 2010 National Register 

documentation and the Cultural Landscape Report, 

including the Guest House Privy (LCS# 040422), 

Wellhouse (LCS# 040425), Atwood-Higgins House 

Privy (no LCS#), and Northwest Privy (no LCS#).  

The purpose of this report is to provide Cape Cod 

National Seashore with documentation of the 

construction and chronology of the six outbuildings, a 

current physical description of each of the structures, 

the identification of character-defining features, and 

recommendations to provide guidance in the 

treatment of the structures. The report is written 

according to Director’s Order 28 – Cultural Resource 

Management Guideline, Chapter 8.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A summary of the statement of significance for the 

Atwood-Higgins Historic District nomination 

completed in May 2010 is presented in Chapter 3 of 

the Cultural Landscape Report in Part 1 of this 

document. 

RESEARCH CONDUCTED 

This report documents the current physical 

description of the six outbuildings located within the 

Atwood-Higgins complex, Cape Cod National 

Seashore. Documentation relies on physical 

investigation of extant building materials, the journal 

of George K. Higgins, and park archival files and 

materials. The Historic Structure Report, Architectural 

Data Section, The Atwood-Higgins House, Cape Cod 

National Seashore, South Wellfleet, Massachusetts 

written by Marsha L. Fader in 1980 was also consulted. 

RECOMMENDED TREATMENT AND PROPOSED 
USE 

In February 1998, Cape Cod National Seashore 

completed the Cape Cod National Seashore General 

Management Plan, Forging a Collaborative Future, 

Final Environmental Impact Statement, Volume 1: 

Environmental Impact Statement, Cape Cod National 

Seashore, Barnstable County, Massachusetts. The 

proposed action, Alternative 2, identifies the treatment 

of historic buildings to include preservation and 

rehabilitation. The General Management Plan (GMP) 

states: 

Exterior preservation or restoration for most 

buildings, and interior rehabilitation treatments 

for some buildings, would be undertaken; full 

restoration or minimal stabilization treatment 

would only be used as necessary.1 

The proposed use for the structures as stated in the 

GMP a calls for the structures located within the 

Atwood-Higgins complex to be interpreted for visitors 

by the National Park Service: 

The interiors of selected historic buildings 

would be preserved or rehabilitated to improve 

interpretive opportunities. Exhibits, climate 

control, and security devices would be installed 

when necessary and appropriate.2 

The preservation and/or rehabilitation the six 

outbuildings located within the Atwood-Higgins 

complex for interpretive use should be executed 

according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
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for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines 

for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and 

Reconstructing Historic Buildings and guided by the 

character-defining features of each building as 

outlined in the Recommendations Section of this 

report. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

LOCATION OF SITE 

The Atwood-Higgins complex is located on Bound 

Brook Island in Barnstable County, Wellfleet, 

Massachusetts. Bound Brook Island is situated in the 

northwest corner of the town of Wellfleet, bounded 

on the north by the town of Truro, on the east by 

Bound Brook and the Herring River, and on the south 

by the Herring River and marshlands. All of Bound 

Brook Island is contained within the administrative 

boundary of Cape Cod National Seashore. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

The main Atwood-Higgins House, located within the 

24-acre historic core of the property, was listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places on July 30, 1976 

TABLE 3. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING ATWOOD-HIGGINS NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS 

Date To From Summary 

May 
31, 
1989 

Valerie Talmage, 
SHPO, MHC 

Steven H. Lewis, 
Acting Regional 
Director, North 
Atlantic Region 

MHC and the park disagree on the National Register 
eligibility of the Atwood-Higgins Washhouse, 
Outhouse, and Wellhouse. 

Dec. 
16, 
1991 

Robert McIntosh, 
Associate Regional 
Director, National 
Park Service 

Judith B. McDonough, 
SHPO, MHC 

MHC agrees that the Atwood-Higgins Wellhouse is of 
modern construction and a non-contributing element of 
the complex. Letter also states that the Atwood-Higgins 
property is eligible as a complex. The period of 
significance would include the twentieth century use of 
the property, and elements from this period would be 
considered contributing elements. 

May 
31, 
1996 

Judith McDonough, 
SHPO, MHC 

Terry Savage, 
Superintendent Boston 
Support Office 

Refers to letter dated December 16, 1991, in which 
“NPS states that your office found the site and buildings 
surrounding the 18th century Thomas Atwood House 
(entered documented 7/30/1976) potentially eligible 
under a later theme of early 20th century historic 
preservation. The NPS has decided to research this area 
of significance and will discuss the findings with your 
office. In the meantime, the buildings of the Atwood-
Higgins complex are included on the List of Classified 
Structures [LCS] to be managed as cultural resources.” 

July 8, 
1996 

Terry Savage, 
Superintendent, 
Boston Support 
Office 

Judith McDonough, 
SHPO, MHC 

“Atwood-Higgins Complex, Wellfleet: Concur that the 
house, Thomas Atwood House, is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places and that the nomination 
should be amended to include the potentially 
contributing buildings and structures on the property 
that reflect its later use and significance, in the 20th 
century, as the Colonial Revival vision of its then-
owner, George Higgins.” 

April 
28, 
2010 

Keeper, National 
Register 

Dennis Reidenbach, 
Regional Director, 
Northeast Region 

National Register documentation updated by Jenny 
Fields and Stephen Olausen of PAL as Atwood-Higgins 
Historic District with significance in the areas of early 
eighteenth century architecture, historic archeology, 
settlement, and tourism with a period of significance 
from 1730 to 1961. 

July 30, 
2010 

Dennis Reidenbach, 
Regional Director, 
Northeast Region 

Keeper, National 
Register 

The Keeper of the National Register approved the 
National Register documentation submitted on April 28, 
2010. 



INTRODUCTION 

 217 

(NRIS# 76000154). The nomination was updated in 

2010 to include the outbuildings on the property, 

including the Woodshed, Garage, Barn, Guest House, 

and Country Store. Correspondence regarding the 

listing exchanged between Cape Cod National 

Seashore (CACO) and the State Historic Preservation 

Officer (SHPO) of Massachusetts of the Massachusetts 

Historical Commission (MHC) is summarized in Table 

3.  

LIST OF CLASSIFIED STRUCTURES (LCS) 
INFORMATION 

Information for the six subject outbuildings located 

within the Atwood-Higgins complex are listed in Table 

4. All six structures were determined eligible by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer on July 8, 1996 and 

are considered contributing resources.  The additional 

four outbuildings listed as contributing resources are 

listed in the Appendix. 

 

TABLE 4. LIST OF CLASSIFIED STRUCTURES INFORMATION FOR OUTBUILDINGS 

Preferred 
Structure Name 

Structure 
Number 

Other 
Structure 

Names 
LCS ID Short Significance Description 

Atwood-Higgins 
Woodshed 

W-259 n/a 040423 Woodshed on site in 1919 when George K. Higgins 
acquired the property. Served as utility, laundry and 
bathroom for the Thomas Atwood house. Its use 
reflected Higgins' decision to forego any modern 
improvements in the Thomas Atwood house. 

Atwood-Higgins 
Garage 

W-256 George K. 
Higgins 
Garage 

040421 Atwood-Higgins complex is an example of one man's 
early antiquarian-inspired creation of an "ideal" 
Colonial era setting. The Garage is an example of 
George Higgins’ concession to the conveyances of the 
20th century within his idealized 18th-century complex. 

Atwood-Higgins 
Barn 

W-25-56 George K. 
Higgins 
Barn 

007490 Built by George Higgins to be similar "to his great 
grandfather's barn that stood only slightly to the north 
and west of the present site." Part of George Higgins' 
early antiquarian-inspired efforts to create an "ideal" 
Colonial-era setting. 

Atwood-Higgins 
Guest House 

W-25-58 George K. 
Higgins 
Guest 
House 

007492 Built as part of Higgins’ effort to recreate an "ideal" 
colonial era complex. The Guest House represents 
Higgins' attempt to construct a house using period 
appropriate materials, but adapting the design to the 
20th century. 

Atwood-Higgins 
Summer House 

W-257 Summer 
House 

040409 The Summer House is one of Higgins’ few concessions 
to the modern world within the context of his 
antiquarian landscape. The Summer House, along with 
other modern elements, illustrates the necessary 
differences between 20th- and 18th-century life. 

Atwood-Higgins 
Vermont Store 

W-25-57 Country 
Store 

007491 The store was the last structure added to Higgins' 
"ideal" colonial era reconstruction. Attempt to re-create 
a store visited by Higgins as a boy in Vermont. Designed 
to function as a museum. Materials for construction 
came from older structures. 
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Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 

July 1977. 

Rickey, Nan V. Atwood-Higgins House, Cape Cod House 

Tour, Cape Cod National Seashore, Massachusetts. 
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U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park 
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Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 

North Atlantic Region, North Atlantic Historic 

Preservation Center, Sept. 1980.  

Pearce, F. C. Historic Structure Report: Architectural 

Data Section, Atwood-Higgins House, Wellfleet, MA. 

Denver, CO: U.S. Department of the Interior, 

National Park Service, Oct. 1973.  

Chilcoat, Richard. “Atwood Higgins House 

Preservation, Completion Report, Cape Cod 

National Seashore, Wellfleet, Massachusetts.”  

Boston, MA: U.S. Department of the Interior, 

National Park Service, North Atlantic Region, 

Cultural Resources Center, Building Conservation 

Branch, 1994.  

Pfeiffer, Brian. Historic Structure Inventory, Cape Cod 

National Seashore. Cultural Resources Management 

Study. U.S. Department of the Interior, National 

Park Service, 1981. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT

INTRODUCTION 

The evolution of the six structures included in this 

report—the Woodshed, Garage, Barn, Guest House, 

Summer House, and Country Store—are discussed 

individually and are covered in the order in which they 

were built. As a result of a limited amount of 

documentation, the written chronology focuses on general 

configuration, dimensions, and exterior elements only 

(doorways, windows, roofs, chimneys, and siding), and not 

on the original appearance of the interior of the structure. 

The journal of George K. Higgins was relied on extensively 

to provide information for the following “Alterations” 

section of this report. Below is a brief introduction to each 

outbuilding. For a floor plan with locations of doorways 

and windows for each structure, refer to the Current 

Description section. 

The Woodshed faces west and is located 25 feet northeast 

of the main Atwood-Higgins House.3 The exact date of 

construction of the Woodshed is unknown and there is no 

documentary evidence to suggest that the building was 

moved during Higgins’ tenure. This is the only structure of 

the six included in this report that was on the site in 1919 

when George K. Higgins acquired the property from 

Captain B. Atwood. Higgins first acquired an undivided 

half-interest in the property from Captain B. Atwood on 

the condition that Higgins agree to the care and 

maintenance of the property. Captain B. Atwood passed 

away just ninety-days after this agreement, and his wife, 

Deborah Atwood, deeded to George K. Higgins the 

remaining half-interest, making Higgins the sole owner of 

the property.4 The major alterations of the Woodshed 

took place in 1923 (open Woodshed addition) and 1938 

(Laundry/Bath addition).  

The Garage was first constructed in 1923 and was 

originally located northeast of the main Atwood-Higgins 

House. In 1929, the Garage was dismantled and rebuilt at 

its present location, approximately 160 feet northwest of 

the main house.5 Material from the 1923 Garage was 

reused to construct the Garage in 1929; however, the 1929 

Garage differed greatly from the earlier Garage in both the 

size and design.6 Documentary evidence of the original 

1923 Garage was not available, therefore,  for the purpose 

of this report, the 1929 Garage will be considered the 

original structure.  

Construction of the Barn began in December 1924 and was 

completed by the fall 1925. The design of the Barn was a 

collaborative approach between George K. Higgins and his 

father, Richard Higgins. In 1923, they drew the plans for 

the Barn, inspired by a former Barn built by George K. 

Higgins’ paternal grandfather, that had stood slightly to 

the north and west of the current site.7 The site of the 

current Barn is approximately 220 feet north of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House.8 The Barn remains today as it was 

constructed in 1924–1925, with two periods of major 

alterations in 1927 and 1928, including the addition of the 

east elevation annex and a lean-to open porch roof on the 

west elevation respectively.  

George K. Higgins constructed the Guest House, which is 

located approximately 210 feet northeast of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House, in 1929.9 His intention for 

building such a structure, as stated in his journal, was to 

create an accurate reproduction of a Colonial-era Cape 

Cod house: 

My object in building this addition [Guest House] was 

twofold, first to provide increased accommodations for 

guests, and second, to show that if one did not possess an 

old house, they could with sufficient care, pains, and of 

course means, create a very acceptable reproduction.10 

The original Guest House as constructed in 1929 consisted 

of two rooms: the Living Room and the South Bedroom. A 

major period of alteration in 1951 added the Bath, North 

Bedroom, and Closet to the northeast corner of the Guest 

House. In 1952, a second major period of alteration added 

the Kitchen to the southwest corner of the Guest House. 

The overall expense of the construction of the Guest 

House totaled $3,500.00.11 George K. Higgins, despite his 
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determined efforts to build an accurate reproduction of an 

“old house,” was, to some degree, dissatisfied with the 

overall outcome of the final product. 

The Guest House may have all of this but to me it will 

never have ‘the feel’ of the main house. To get this 

intangible something, a house must have been lived in—

the life and passing of generations, their sorrow and their 

joys. 

Despite Higgins’ dissatisfaction, he stood by his work and 

stated in his journal that the Guest House “is in every 

detail as authentic a reproduction as could, it seems to me, 

to be made.”12 

The Summer House was inspired by Higgins’ father, 

Richard Higgins, and was constructed as a memorial to 

him in 1935–1936. Richard Higgins had “for a long time 

suggested a summer house on the hill above the old house 

and overlooking the meadow.” 13 This structure remained 

until 1959 with only one major period of alteration in 1950 

when the roof was reshingled. The Summer House was 

rebuilt in 1960 in the same location, reusing only the roof 

component of the previous structure. The Summer House 

is located approximately 170 feet southwest of the main 

Atwood-Higgins house.14 

The Country Store was the final structure conceived of 

and constructed by George K. Higgins on the Atwood-

Higgins property. Higgins started drawing the plans for the 

Country Store in the fall of 1945, though construction did 

not begin until 1947. The Country Store is located 

approximately 150 feet north of the main Atwood-Higgins 

House.15 The Country Store is perhaps the most nostalgic 

structure built by Higgins. In his journal, George vividly 

recalled childhood memories in which he visited his 

grandmother living in North Pomfret, Vermont (Figure 

223): 

This was an undertaking I had long in mind. Each year as 

a small boy it had always been a great adventure to ride in 

an old stage coach from West Hartford, Vermont to 

North Pomfret, Vermont…It is the memory of all of this 

that has, impelled me to create this old store. Perhaps, 

here I shall find some trace of what I lost. If so, I shall be 

satisfied. Perhaps others will share with me some 

fragment, some faint sense of bygone days. It’s a far cry, 

and a very feeble attempt, I realize, but if I should grasp 

only a small bit of long ago, I shall be content!16 

Construction of the Country Store was completed by 1947, 

though Higgins appeared unsure of its ultimate success: 

It stands today to be fully seen and examined. It is 

sufficient to say that whatever I knew, whatever I had to 

give the future I poured into this project. Whether I 

succeeded or not or whether it was worthwhile, time 

alone will tell. I did my best.17 

The Country Store has not undergone any major 

alterations since its construction. Any changes made 

during Higgins’ tenure and beyond have been limited to 

the interior and minor cosmetic alterations to the exterior.  
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WOODSHED 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

The Woodshed, at the time of conveyance to George K. 

Higgins, was a simple one-and-a-half-story, one room 

structure used for the storage of wood and measuring 16 

feet 6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 14 feet 6 

inches deep (west-east direction). At the time of Higgins’ 

first occupation of the property, the Woodshed had a 

fieldstone foundation, flush vertical wooden batten siding, 

and a shingled north-south gable roof (Figure 201). There 

were two batten doorways, D101 and D102, in the west 

and south elevations respectively. In 1919, the Woodshed 

did not have any windows.18 

ALTERATIONS 

The first documented alteration of the Woodshed by 

George K. Higgins was in 1920, when the old shingles were 

removed from the roof of the main Atwood-Higgins 

House and placed on the north and south elevations of the 

‘slab-sided’ Woodshed (Figure 202). Also at this time, 

interior plank flooring was laid and the wall ladder was 

constructed on the interior north wall.  

A single room, open Woodshed was constructed on the 

north elevation of the main Woodshed in 1923 (Figure 

203). It measured 14 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 8 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction), 

The saltbox-gabled Woodshed addition was sided with 

wooden shingles and was constructed on a wooden post 

foundation. The addition was constructed without 

doorways or windows, but with two bay openings in the 

west elevation. The newly constructed open Woodshed 

addition was to be used for the storage of wood, allowing 

the original Woodshed structure to be used for general 

storage.  

The next series of major alterations took place in 1938 

with the construction of the Laundry/Bath addition on the 

east elevation of the Woodshed (Figure 204). This addition 

was constructed with an enclosed lean-to wood shingled 

roof, wood shingled siding and a brick foundation. One 

batten wooden door (D103) was constructed in the south 

elevation, two windows (W101 and W102) were placed in 

the east elevation, and one window (W103) was placed in 

the north elevation. The east slope of the Storage Room 

had to be raised and extended to accommodate this new 

addition. 19 Table 5 outlines the alterations to the 

Woodshed in detail. 
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TABLE 5. WOODSHED REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1920 The roof of the main house was reshingled. The old shingles were used to 
cover the side walls of the slab-sided (vertical-board sheathing) Woodshed 
(that at the time had only a dirt floor). 

GKH Journal, p. 43 

1920 Heavy plank flooring was laid about a foot above grade level. GKH Journal, p. 43 

1920 The scaffold and wall ladder were built. GKH Journal, p. 43 

1921 Photograph and caption reads: "Part of first fence, some of the tree trimmings 
for fire wood and the old shed before the woodshed addition.” 

GKH Journal, p. 46 

1923 Woodshed addition constructed on north side of old shed. Photograph with 
caption: "The open-faced woodshed built by Dave Curran and Frank Williams 
in 1923 and attached to north side of the old shed." 

GKH Journal, p. 56 

1932 Four foot deep ditches were dug for new waterworks. Work took all of the fall 
and early winter resulting in an engine house at the bottom of the hill just 
above creek level. Outlets were established for hose connection on the 
Woodshed. 

GKH Journal, p. 85 

1938 Laundry/Bath addition constructed. East slope of the Storage Room was raised 
and extended. 

Fader HSR, p. 75 

1938 A large septic tank was placed below ground to the northeast of the shed. GKH Journal, p. 95 

1948 In June, a concrete base was installed for the new washing machine as well as a 
plug-in small refrigerator for supplemental house use until the bar at the store 
was ready to receive it. 

GKH Journal, p. 114 

1948 In February, electric cable was laid from the Woodshed to the Country Store. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1948 In May, all kerosene lamps were adapted to electricity. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1951 Trim was painted with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide Red." GKH Journal, p. 132 

1953 A new electric hot water heater was installed to replace a gas hot water heater. Fader HSR, p. 75 

1954 Four large locust fell on the Woodshed and damaged the building to some 
extent. 

GKH Journal, p. 148 

1956 Red trim painted on Woodshed with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide." GKH Journal, p. 152 

1958 Woodshed roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1958 Woodshed newly reshingled. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1961 The floor in the bathroom in the Woodshed was re-laid, a new toilet was 
mounted, and gas refrigerator from main house installed. 

GKH Journal, p. 168 

1962 Woodshed roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 168 

1965 Repairs on Woodshed done by Ernest Rose. GKH Journal, p. 169 

1965 Trim painted on Woodshed by Ernest Tesson. GKH Journal, p. 169 

1966 Electric water heater replaced in Woodshed. GKH Journal, p. 169 
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Figure 201. Woodshed, northeast of the main Atwood-Higgins house, as it appeared in 1919 when George K. 

Higgins acquired the Atwood-Higgins property. Note flush vertical wooden ‘slab-sided’ exterior walls. (GKH Journal, 

p. 35). 

Figure 202. Woodshed in 1921 with newly shingled north and south elevations. (CACO Archives/GKH Journal). 
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Figure 203. Woodshed in 1923 with newly constructed open Woodshed addition on the north elevation. (GKH Journal, 

p. 56). 

Figure 204. Laundry/Bath addition constructed in 1938 on east elevation of 

Woodshed. (CACO Archives, GKH Scrapbook, Photo H6-297b). 
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GARAGE 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

The 1929 Garage was built using reused materials from 

a 1923 Garage formerly located northeast of the main 

house. The site of the new Garage required a good 

amount of preparation. As George K. Higgins noted in 

his journal: “considerable leveling of the ground [took 

place] that involved bulk heading a sandbank with 

railroad ties on the north [west] side of the building” 

(Figures 205 and 206)20. 

The 1929 Garage was designed and constructed as a 

saltbox-gabled, wooden-framed, single-story, two-

room compound plan with minor irregularities in 

shape due to projections on the northeast, northwest 

and southwest elevations. Both rooms of the Garage, 

Room 101 and Room 102, were constructed at the 

same time. Room 101 measured 18 feet on the 

northeast elevation, 20 feet on the northwest elevation, 

17 feet 6 inches on the southwest elevation, and 20 feet 

on the southeast elevation, and was constructed with 

two bay openings in the northeast elevation with the 

“curved top” corners. Room 102 measured 11 feet 6 

inches on the northeast elevation, 20 feet on the 

northwest elevation, 12 feet on the southwest 

elevation, and 20 feet on the southeast elevation, and 

was constructed with one bay opening in the northeast 

elevation with the “cut-cornered doors.” In his 

journal, Higgins noted: “I designed this garage to give 

an example of both the curved top as well as the cut-

cornered doors” (see Figures 205 and 206). 

The overall dimensions of the Garage were 29 feet 6 

inches wide on the northeast and southwest elevations 

by 23 feet deep on the northwest and southeast 

elevations. The building was constructed with a 

poured concrete foundation, sided with flush wooden 

vertical boards, and roofed in weathered wooden 

shingles (Figure 207). Three doorways, D101, D102, 

and D103, were hung with pine batten double doors in 

1930 (Figure 208). One window, W101, was placed in 

the northeast elevation on the exterior of Room 102. 

This window contained a two-over-two casement 

window with muntins, as evidenced in a photograph 

from Higgins’ journal (see Figure 206).21 For a detailed 

description of doorways and windows, refer to the 

Current Description, Garage, Exterior Elements 

section of this report. 

ALTERATIONS 

The most significant modification to the Garage took 

place in 1935 when the southeast and southwest 

elevations were sided with wooden shingles. The 

current Garage, with the exception of repairs and the 

shingle siding, exists as it did in 1929. Documentation 

suggests that there were no major periods of 

alterations to this structure after 1929 and only minor 

modifications were made. Table 6 outlines the repairs 

and alterations to the Garage.
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TABLE 6. GARAGE REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1923 Mr. Frank Williams suggested to Higgins that he build on his land, without 
any consideration, a "slab-sided, pitched-roof building at the bend of the 
road as it crossed the meadow." 

GKH Journal, p. 55 

1929 Relocation and reconstruction of the Garage. Photograph with caption that 
reads: "The new garage and its new site." 

GKH Journal, p. 75 

1929 The relocation of the Garage to its present site required considerable 
leveling of the ground that involved bulk heading a sandbank with railroad 
ties on the north [west] side of the building. 

GKH Journal, p. 78 

1929 George Higgins designed the Garage to give an example of both the curved 
top as well as the cut-cornered doors. 

GKH Journal, p. 78 

1929 The size and design of the Garage was completely different than the old 
Garage across the meadow (the material of which was used to reconstruct 
the new Garage). 

GKH Journal, p. 78 

1929 Relocation of the Garage to its present site. Had been located at its previous 
site since 1923. 

GKH Journal, p. 76 

1930 Garage equipped with batten pine doors. Heavy planks footed in the ground 
were wedged against these doors for the winter to allow for shrinkage and 
expansion. 

GKH Journal, p. 80 

1933 In March, GKH bought 1500 feet of Hemlock wide boarding to be used to 
board the inside walls of the Garage. 

GKH Journal, p. 88 

1948 In May, all kerosene lamps were adapted to electricity. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1953 November, Garage shingled and new corner post added. GKH Journal, p. 145 

1954 Oiled the new shingles on east side of Garage. GKH Journal, p. 148 

1956 Garage front roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 152 

1962 Garage roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 168 

1965 Trim painted on Garage by Ernest Tesson. GKH Journal, p. 169 

Figure 205. Northeast elevation of 1929 Garage depicting George Higgins’ design of the curved top (left) and cut-cornered 

(right) bay openings. (GKH Journal, p. 75, 1929). 
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Figure 206. Northeast elevation of Garage, northwest end. 

Note two-over two casement window located in W101, and 

railroad ties used for the bulk heading of the sandbank 

(right). (GKH Journal, p. 75, 1929). 

Figure 207. Garage, 1929. Note vertical siding on 

southeast elevation not yet sided with wooden 

shingles. (Scrapbook, Photograph H6-187). 

 

Figure 208. Northeast elevation of 1929 Garage. Note 

three bay openings with pine batten double doors, 

D101, D102, and D103. (GKH Journal, p. 75, 1929). 
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BARN 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

The Barn as constructed in 1924–1925 was a wood-

framed, compound plan that consisted of a one-and-a-

half-story principal mass with a one-story, two-room 

projection on the north side. Overall dimensions of the 

Barn measured 35 feet wide (west-east direction) by 32 

feet deep (north-south direction). The principal mass 

consisted of 5 rooms: the Entry/Hallway, Stall, Box 

Stall, Harness, and Carriage Room. The projection on 

the north side consisted of 2 rooms: the Bunk Room 

and the Open Shed. For dimensions of each room, 

refer to the Current Description, Barn, Interior 

Elements section of this report.  

The Barn initially had two roofing profiles. The 

principal mass was constructed with a west-east gable 

roof with a medium slope; the projection on the north 

elevation had an extended gable roof that stemmed 

from the gable roof of the principal mass. The south 

elevation was originally constructed with doorways 

D101 and D102, as well as with window W101; the east 

elevation was originally constructed with doorway 

D104 and window W104; the north elevation was 

originally constructed without any doorways and with 

window W106; the west elevation was originally 

constructed with doorway D105 and windows W108, 

W109, and W110.22 For a detailed description and 

locations of the above-mentioned doorways and 

windows, refer to the Current Description, Barn, 

Exterior Elements section of this report.  

Old weathered boards obtained in 1925 from the “Old 

Barrel Factory” (dismantled by the Baker Estate)23 

were used as the Barn’s standing finish. 

ALTERATIONS 

The Barn remained as constructed until 1927, when 

the east elevation annex was constructed (Figure 210). 

Higgins noted in his journal, “I was immediately 

impressed with this tremendous blank wall as I came 

up the Town Road towards the premises [Figure 211]. 

The addition of this [east elevation] annex proved not 

only usefully but architecturally beneficial to the very 

blank appearance which this end of the Barn had 

formerly given.”24 In 1928, shortly after this east 

elevation addition, a lean-to open porch roof was 

constructed on the west elevation (Figure 212).25 Two 

years passed, and, in 1930, the east elevation was sided 

with wooden shingles below the eave line and 

clapboards above the eave line (Figure 213). Also in 

1930, a bird refuge was constructed and placed in the 

interior of the Carriage Room east wall gable peak with 

an accompanying door and platform on the exterior 

east elevation gable peak (Figure 214).26 

In 1931, Higgins converted a room in the north side 

projection of the Barn that was originally intended to 

function as a tool room into a Bunk Room. In order to 

accomplish this, Higgins laid hardwood flooring over 

the heavy plank floor, insulated the walls using 

Cellotex, and finished the walls with pine feather 

boards.27 No other major alterations to the Barn 

occurred until 1951, when the south side of the roof 

was reshingled with clear white cedar shingles and the 

building was wired for electricity.28 In 1953, a new 

stringer for the lean-to porch roof on the west 

elevation was added and the window on the north 

elevation of the Bunk Room was replaced.29 New Barn 

doors were constructed in the south elevation of the 

Barn in 1955, using lumber shipped from Shelburne, 

New Hampshire.30 Other minor alterations to the Barn 

occurred throughout George K. Higgins’ tenure and 

are detailed in Table 7. 
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TABLE 7. BARN REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1923 “Plans drew for Barn. The sketch before it was given to the architect was 
planned by my father and me to be as near possible similar to my great 
grandfather's Barn which had stood only slightly to the north and west of the 
present site.” 

GKH Journal, p. 57 

1924 Plans complete for Barn. Work started on the foundation in December of 
1924. 

GKH Journal, p. 60 

1925 Work on Barn in full progress. GKH Journal, p. 63 

1925 Barn completed in the fall of 1925. GKH Journal, p. 63 

1925 Old weathered boards were obtained by David Curran and Frank Williams 
from the "Old Barrel Factory" being dismantled by the Baker Estate, to face the 
standing finish in the Barn. 

GKH Journal, p. 64 

1926 In May of this year, old boards used for the facing of the annex on east end of 
Barn were obtained from Arthur Atwood. 

GKH Journal, p. 65 

1927 Excavated cellar for annex of Barn in December of this year. Intended to hold 
ice but never used for that purpose. Instead, used as a catchall. 

GKH Journal, p. 70 

1927 Annex built to east end of Barn. Intended to pull down the appearance of the 
east end of Barn. 

GKH Journal, p. 70 

1928 In January of this year, the lean to porch roof designed by GKH was attached 
to the west elevation of the Barn.  

GKH Journal, p. 72 

1930 The east end of the Barn was shingled by David Curran. Above the eave-line, 
clapboards were used. At the peak, an interior bird refuge was constructed 
with an exterior door and platform. 

GKH Journal, p. 82 

1931 In the summer, a room originally intended to be used as a tool and workroom 
was changed to a boy's sleeping room (Bunk Room). A hardwood floor was 
laid over the heavy plank floor. Walls were insulated with Cellotex and 
covered with pine feather boarding as the standing finish. 

GKH Journal, p. 84-
85 

1948 In May, all kerosene lamps were adapted to electricity. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1951 During the latter part of July, the south side of the Barn was reshingled with 
clear white cedar shingles. 

GKH Journal, p. 130 

1951 Two coats of linseed oil applied to south side of the roof, spaced about four 
weeks apart. 

GKH Journal, p. 131 

1951 Trim was painted with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide Red". GKH Journal, p. 132 

1951 Barn was wired for electricity. GKH Journal, p. 130 

1952 Southern roof of Barn oiled. GKH Journal, p. 140 

1953 Southern roof of Barn oiled. GKH Journal, p. 145 

1953 November, a new stringer under the lean-to and double-framed window in 
boy's room (Bunk Room) was replaced. 

GKH Journal, p. 145 

1954 North side of Barn roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 148 

1955 Saddle board of Barn painted with two coats of "Pittsburgh Red Barn Hide" 
paint. 

GKH Journal, p. 149 
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Date Architectural Information Source 

1955 Lumber to rebuild the big doors to the Barn was shipped from Shelburne, New 
Hampshire. Order consisted of ten 10 foot  by 10 inch boards and two 16 inch 
width and equal length, and 6 inch lumber for battens. Doors were constructed 
by Ernest Rose in the fall. 

GKH Journal, p. 150 

1956 Red trim painted on Barn with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide". GKH Journal, p. 152 

1956 Barn roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 152 

1958 Barn roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1958 Barn roof reshingled. Fader HSR, p. 75 

1960 Barn roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 165 

1965 Trim painted on Guest House by Ernest Tesson. GKH Journal, p. 169 

 

Figure 209. Elevation and floor plan of the Barn drawn by George K. Higgins and 

his father, Richard Higgins, in 1923. (CACO AH File Drawer). 
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Figure 211. East elevation of Barn prior to addition of the east side annex. (Higgins 

Scrapbook H6-293). 

Figure 210. East elevation of Barn depicting east side annex constructed in 1927. (GKH 

Journal, p. 69) 

Figure 212. West side elevation of Barn depicting the lean-to open porch roof addition 

constructed in 1928. (GKH Journal, p. 71). 
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Figure 213. Barn prior to the addition of siding on the east elevation (siding added in 1930). (CACO AH File Drawer). 

 

Figure 214. East elevation of Barn. Note the exterior of the bird refuge at the gable peak, constructed in 1930. (Higgins 

Scrapbook H6-194). 
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GUEST HOUSE 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

The Guest House was conceived and constructed in 

1929 as a two-room structure with overall dimensions 

of 20 feet 6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 23 

feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction) (Figure 215). 

The two rooms original to the Guest House are the 

Living Room, measuring 20 feet 6 inches wide (north-

south direction) by 12 feet 6 inches deep (west-east 

direction), and the South Bedroom, measuring 9 feet 

wide (north-south direction) by 11 feet deep (west-

east direction). The configuration of the Guest House 

roof consists of a north-south gable roof over the 

Living Room with a west-east gable roof over the 

South Bedroom that intersects the south end of the 

Living Room gable roof at a 90-degree angle. The 

Guest House was constructed with one chimney in the 

outside north wall of the Living Room. 

The west elevation was originally constructed with 

doorway D101 as the main entrance to the Guest 

House, and windows W101 and W102 (Figure 216). 

The south elevation was originally constructed with 

W106 and W107.  It is unknown if D103 and W105 

were part of the original construction in 1929. A 

photograph of the east elevation (rear) and north 

elevation of the Guest House could not be located and 

the number and location of any doorways or windows 

is unknown.31 Once constructed, it is believed the 

doorways and windows were not altered in form or 

materials. For a detailed description of the doorways 

and windows, refer to the Current Description, Guest 

House, Exterior Elements section of this report. 

The Guest House was originally sided with unfinished 

Cypress Virginia wooden shingles on all four 

elevations.32 

ALTERATIONS 

George K. Higgins drew plans for the Guest House 

during winter 1927–1928, began construction in spring 

1929, and completed construction during summer 

1929. The original two-room structure contained a 

Living Room and Bedroom. Wanting more “modern” 

living, Higgins drew plans for a Bath, a new Bedroom, 

and a Closet addition for the Guest House in fall and 

winter 1950 (Figure 217). Construction of the new 

addition began in 1951 and included a new Bath 

measuring 6 feet wide (north-south direction) by 11 

feet deep (west-east direction) with a bathtub shower, 

console table sink, and a toilet, as drawn in detailed 

plans by Higgins (Figure 218). The new addition also 

included a the North Bedroom, that measured 16 feet 

6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 11 feet deep 

(west-east direction) and was almost twice as wide as 

the South Bedroom, and a Closet that measured 7 feet 

6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 8 feet 6 

inches deep (west-east direction) (Figures 219 and 

220). Originally, Higgins planned to connect to the 

main house to access the water supply, but instead, in 

1951, he drove a jet well under the new Bath. This new 

well provided a satisfactory water supply for the Guest 

House. 

In 1952, George K. Higgins drew plans for a new 

Pullman-style kitchen that measured 9 feet wide 

(north-south direction) by 8 feet deep (west-east 

direction) to be added to the southwest corner of the 

Guest House (Figure 221). By May of that year, the 

Kitchen had been framed and shingled and, by July, 

the Kitchen was completed. 

Other minor alterations and cosmetic changes 

occurred to the Guest House during George K. 

Higgins’ tenure and are outlined in detail in Table 8.

:
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TABLE 8. GUEST HOUSE REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1925 Hand hewn beams were obtained for use in the ceiling of Guest House. Came 
from an old barn belonging to the Island dismantled in 1925, from the north 
side of the road on the way to the beach. 

GKH Journal, p. 64 

1928 Frank Williams gave to George Higgins the old cupboard, which stands to the 
right of the old fireplace in the present Guest House. 

GKH Journal, p. 73 

1928 During winter 1927–1928, Higgins drew plans for the Guest House. GKH Journal, p. 73 

1929 George Higgins was laying plans to build the present Guest House. GKH Journal, p. 74 

1929 Mr. Jake Dalby was hired by George Higgins to build the Guest House. GKH Journal, p. 74 

1929 In April, work began on the Guest House. Joe Rose was building the outside 
chimney. 

GKH Journal, p. 76 

1929 In May, the Guest House was plastered and shingled. GKH Journal, p. 76 

1929 In June, the standing finish was up on the Guest House. GKH Journal, p. 76 

1929 Guest House completed. GKH Journal, p. 77 

1929 In November, the floors were painted yellow and were to be splashed by 
Forsyth next spring. 

GKH Journal, p. 76 

1930 In May, Forsyth finished painting the floors in the Guest House by splattering 
them. Numerous pails of color, a brush and a strong stick (to splatter) were 
required. A heavy coat of Spar varnish was applied. 

GKH Journal, p. 80 

1932 Four foot deep ditches were dug for new waterworks. Work took all of the 
fall and early winter resulting in an engine house at the bottom of the hill just 
above creek level. Outlets were established for hose connection on the Guest 
House lawn. 

GKH Journal, p. 85 

1948 In May, all kerosene lamps were adapted to electricity. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1950 Addition of bath and extra room to the Guest House was measured and 
planned. Higgins drew plans during the fall and winter of this same year. 

GKH Journal, p. 123 

1951 Plans for the addition to the Guest House were forwarded to Ernest Rose in 
hopes that he may look them over and prepare himself to do the work and 
complete it before the summer of 1951. 

GKH Journal, p. 125 

1951 Ernest Rose excavated the cellar under the new rooms. GKH Journal, p. 125 

1951 Higgins drew plans for four bathroom walls as to tile work, location of 
fixtures, doors, etc. 

GKH Journal, p. 128 

1951 The Guest House bath and chamber addition was framed, boarded in, roofed 
and shingled (all but the side walls), the opening for heating ducts cut and the 
water pump installed. 

GKH Journal, p. 129-
130 

1951 Floor in new chamber in the Guest House Addition was treated with Minwax 
and Puritan pine color, followed by one coat of Moore's floor hardening, one 
coat of Linex rubbed down with medium steel wool, and one coat of Linex 
not rubbed down. The floor was carefully sanded before any applications 
were applied. 

GKH Journal, p. 131 

1951 Front vestibule of Guest House was repainted over the old cold water paint 
with special flat "titanium white" manufactured by U.S. Gypsum Co. 

GKH Journal, p. 131 
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Date Architectural Information Source 

1951 Addition to Guest House was shingled using the white cedar shingles in place 
of split Cypress Virginia shingles originally used when the Guest House was 
built in 1929. These new shingles were given one heavy coat of oil. 

GKH Journal, p. 132 

1951 Trim was painted with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide Red." GKH Journal, p. 132 

1951 A jet well was installed in the basement under the new rooms rather than 
connect to the main water system as had originally planned. The location of 
the jet well was immediately under the proposed new bath. Higgins was 
satisfied with this and thought this would give the Guest House complete 
independence as far as water was concerned. 

GKH Journal, p. 126 

1951 Electricity was installed in the Guest House. It was routed from the Country 
Store by way of the Barn and from the east elevation annex of the Barn, under 
the road, to the basement of the Guest House. 

GKH Journal, p. 126 

1951 Walls of new cellar under the Guest House were given one heavy coat of 
"Color Thru No. 72 Universal Grey" waterproof paint. 

GKH Journal, p. 133 

1952 February 26, Ernest Rose received plans and is ready to start construction on 
Pullman kitchen on southwest corner of Guest House. 

GKH Journal, p. 138 

1952 Height of stud in Pullman kitchen lowered from 7'3" to 7' to cut down 
elevation and approve appearances. 

GKH Journal, p. 138 

1952 March 23, Rose stopped construction of new Pullman kitchen because he was 
dissatisfied with the height of the new addition that interrupted the window 
in the peak of the main building. It was decided to lower the kitchen 6", add 
English style casement window on west elevation, both of which allowed the 
roofline to be lowered. 

GKH Journal, p. 139 

1952 May 13, kitchen addition shingled and framed only. GKH Journal, p. 139 

1952 May 19, Rose laid linoleum and cut door from the living room of the main 
building to the new kitchen. 

GKH Journal, p. 139 

1952 July 1, Guest House kitchen finished. GKH Journal, p. 139 

1952 September 16, GKH installed shelves over counters in Guest House kitchen. GKH Journal, p. 140 

1952 Guest House roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 140 

1955 Guest House vestibule painted with "Tontine" paint.  GKH Journal, p. 149 

1955 Saddle board of Guest House painted with two coats of "Pittsburgh Red Barn 
Hide" paint. 

GKH Journal, p. 149 

1955 New bulkhead window to cellar, west of Guest House North bedroom, to 
help with dampness. New screens for winter use built to fit these cellar 
windows. 

GKH Journal, p. 149 

1955 Guest House roofs oiled. GKH Journal, p. 150 

1956 Red trim painted on Guest House with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide". 
New shutters constructed by Rose painted with same paint and with two or 
three coats. 

GKH Journal, p. 152 

1956 Ernest Rose undertook carpentry repairs on Guest House as needed. GKH Journal, p. 152 

1958 Guest House roof reshingled. Fader HSR, p. 75 

1958 Guest House roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1960 Guest House roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 165 

1965 Trim painted on Guest House by Ernest Tesson. GKH Journal, p. 169 
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Figure 215. Guest House as originally constructed in 1929 (GKH Journal, p. 77). 

Figure 216. West elevation of Guest House as originally constructed in 1929, showing the locations of W102, W103, and D101 

(GKH Scrapbook). 
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Figure 217. Detailed elevations of new bath for the Guest House drawn by George K. Higgins in 1950 (CACO Archives, 

Papers and Collections of George K. Higgins, Box 2, Folder 9).  

Figure 218. Floor Plan of addition to the Guest House that includes the bath, north bedroom, and closet drawn by George 

K. Higgins in 1950 (CACO Archives, Papers and Collections of George K. Higgins, Box 2, Folder 9).  
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  Figure 219. Addition constructed in 1951 on east elevation of Guest House (GKH Journal, p. 129). 

 

Figure 220. Addition constructed in 1951 on north elevation of Guest House (GKH Journal, p. 129). 
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Figure 221. Detailed plans and elevations drawn by George K. Higgins of new kitchen added to the Guest House in 1952. (CACO AH File 

Drawer 12.0, George K. Higgins Personal File). 
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SUMMER HOUSE 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

Information of the original appearance of the Summer 

House constructed in 1935–1936 is drawn from one 

photograph, the only documentation of this structure 

that could be located (Figure 222).  According to the 

photograph, the size, shape, and door and windows of 

the 1935–1936 Summer House appear to have been 

very similar to the existing Summer House 

constructed in 1960, which has been described in the 

Current Description, Summer House, Exterior 

Elements section of this report. The extant Summer 

House, constructed in 1960, is square and measures 12 

feet 1 inch on the west and east elevations by 10 feet 1 

inch on the north and south elevations. The upper 

halves of the walls were constructed as windows and 

one doorway was constructed located on the east 

elevation. The pyramidal roof of the 1935 -1936 

Summer House was the only element of the structure 

that was reused for the building of the Summer House 

in 1960. 

The walls in the 1960 structure appear to have been 

different than the previous. The bottom halves of the 

1935–1936 Summer House walls appeared to have 

been composed of split logs, which gave the Summer 

House an Adirondack-style appearance. The upper 

halves of the walls were windows very similar to the 

current (1960) structure; however, instead of shutters 

there appeared to have been cloth awnings that 

covered the screened openings. 

ALTERATIONS 

The Summer House that was constructed in 1935–

1936 proved unsatisfactory to George Higgins. 

Specifically, he disliked the window mechanisms as 

well as the labor required for opening and closing the 

structure each season: 

The awnings and their iron rods, cords, and 

pulleys have been a source of trouble and 

annoyance, opening and closing each year…The 

furniture had to be removed; the awnings taken 

down and carefully stored, the screens also; the 

cedar summer house had to be caulked each 

spring to keep the mosquitoes out.33 

Therefore, in 1959, Higgins drew the plans for the 

rebuilding of the Summer House to eliminate these 

problems, saving only the roof to be reused for the 

new Summer House. As noted in his journal, the cost 

of building this new structure was $700.00.34 These 

and other minor alterations to the Summer House can 

be found in Table 9.

  

TABLE 9. SUMMER HOUSE REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1936 Summer House was built by Mr. Lovest of Dorchester as a memorial to 
GKH's father. 

GKH Journal, p. 91 

1950 Carpenters removed the cedar roof to the Summer House and reshingled it. GKH Journal, p. 123 

1951 Roof oiled twice, four weeks apart. GKH Journal, p. 131 

1956 Summer House roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 152 

1959 GKH drew plans for the new Summer House and submitted to Ernest Rose in 
December. 

GKH Journal, p. 157 

1959 The Summer House built in 1935–1936 was rebuilt. The only component 
salvaged was the roof. 

GKH Journal, p. 157 

1962 

 

Summer House roof oiled. GKH Journal, p. 168 



CHRONOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT 

 241 

 
 

 

Figure 222. Summer House constructed in 1935–1936 (no longer extant) (GKH Journal, p.90). 
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COUNTRY STORE 

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE 

The Country Store constructed in 1947 consisted of a 

wood, balloon-framed structure with a compound 

plan made up of a one-and-a-half story, one-room 

principal mass with a one-story, two-room projection 

on the north elevation and a one-story, one-room 

projection on the south elevation (Figures 224 and 

225). Upon completion, the overall dimensions of the 

Country Store measured 35 feet wide (west-east 

direction) by 32 feet deep (north-south direction). 

The one-room principal mass consisted of the 

Country Store Room and measured 18 feet wide 

(north-south direction) by 24 feet deep (west-east 

direction). The two-room projection on the north 

elevation consisted of the Store Room and Bath and 

measured 11 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 16 feet deep (west-east direction). The 

one-room projection on the south elevation consisted 

of the Study that measured 18 feet 6 inches wide 

(north-south direction) by 15 feet deep (west-east 

direction).  

The Country Store was built with a series of 

intersecting wooden-shingled gable roofs, one 

wooden-shingled porch roof, and one wooden-

shingled shed roof. A medium-pitched, west-east 

gable roof was constructed over the Country Store 

Room, and a medium-pitched, north-south roof was 

constructed over the Study. The roof constructed over 

the Store Room and Bath consisted of an extended 

gable roof on its east end from the Country Store 

Room as well as a medium-pitched, west-east gable 

roof on its west end. The east elevation was originally 

constructed with doorways D101 and D102, as well as 

windows W101, W102, W103, W104 and W201 

(Figure 226). The north elevation was originally 

constructed with window W105. The west elevation 

was constructed with doorways D103 and D104, as 

well as windows W106, W107, W108 and W202 

(Figure 227). The south elevation was constructed 

with windows W109, W110, W111, W112 and W203 

(Figure 227).35 For a detailed description and locations 

of the  doorways and windows, refer to the Current 

Description, Country Store, Exterior Elements section 

of this report. 

ALTERATIONS 

The Country Store constructed in 1947 remains 

relatively unchanged, with the exception of minor 

alterations to both the interior and exterior of the 

structure. These minor alterations are listed in Table 

10.
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TABLE 10. COUNTRY STORE REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Date Architectural Information Source 

1925 Hand hewn beams were obtained for use as side beams to the main beams in the 
New England Store. Came from an old barn belonging to the Island dismantled in 
1925 from the north side of the road on the way to the beach. 

GKH Journal, p. 64 

1945 Plans drawn [by George K. Higgins] for the Post Office [Country Store] that was 
to be built later in 1947. 

GKH Journal, p. 107 

1946 Plans were finished for the Old New England Store and Post Office and Study, 
this and early next year. 

GKH Journal, p. 110 

1947 Ernest Rose was the builder of the Country Store. GKH Journal, p. 111 

1947 By fall it [Country Store] was rough wired, roofed and boarded in and made fast 
for winter. 

GKH Journal, p. 111 

1947 Country Store was primarily framed and closed. A hand-hewn pine beam was 
purchased from the Brown Company, split and placed in the ceiling [in the 
Country Store Room] as it now appears. 

GKH Journal, p. 113-114 

1947 The plumbers working on the Country Store trenched about two feet deep and 
laid water pipe from the outlet on the Guest House lawn to the watering trough by 
the Barn and to the Country Store sink and bar. 

GKH Journal, p. 113 

1947 Country Store construction complete. GKH Journal, p. 116 

1948 In May, all kerosene lamps were adapted to electricity. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1948 Electricians complete all electrical work and hang fixtures over counter and in 
window. 

GKH Journal, p. 117 

1948 Work has progressed on Country Store to a point where all is ready for plastering. 
Work was done by day labor from a contractor from Brewster. 

GKH Journal, p. 117 

1948 In October, interior and exterior painting completed in store and study. GKH Journal, p. 117 

1948 Country Store exterior and interior complete. GKH Journal, p. 118 

1948 In February, electric cable was laid from the Woodshed to the Country Store. GKH Journal, p. 114 

1949 In May, oak floor laid in Study of Country Store and two coats of Linex applied. GKH Journal, p. 119 

1949 In June, carpenters finished bar in store, installed refrigerator and other small 
work to complete this undertaking. 

GKH Journal, p. 119 

1949 First season of the complete new building on the hill. GKH Journal, p. 119 

1950 A coat of linseed oil was applied to the roof of the main house and to the roof of 
the Store and Study. This is the second coat of linseed oil applied the Country 
Store and Study; the first was applied as soon as they were finished. 

GKH Journal, p. 123 

1951 The entire roof was oiled except the northern side. GKH Journal, p. 131 

1951 Trim was painted with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide Red" [paint]. GKH Journal, p. 132 

1952 September 16, [George K. Higgins] installed shelf on south wall of store. GKH Journal, p. 140 
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Date Architectural Information Source 

1953 Study's east side of roof (next to chimney) oiled. GKH Journal, p. 145 

1955 Saddle board of Country Store painted with two coats of "Pittsburgh Barnhide 
Red " paint. 

GKH Journal, p. 149 

1955 Country Store roofs oiled. GKH Journal, p. 150 

1956 Red trim painted on Country Store with one coat of "Pittsburgh Barnhide Red " 
[paint]. 

GKH Journal, p. 152 

1958 Counter of the Dry Goods Department was taken out, narrowed, and brought 
forward as far as the front door would allow. Shelves were added on the east and 
south wall. 

GKH Journal, p. 154 

1958 A Hardware Department was installed on the wall behind the back door of the 
store. 

GKH Journal, p. 154-155 

1958 A new shoe counter was built to the east of the door leading to the Study. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1958 Country Store roofs oiled. GKH Journal, p. 155 

1959 Three new shelves were put in the shipping room to receive miscellaneous new 
merchandise. 

GKH Journal, p. 161 

1960 Country Store roofs oiled. GKH Journal, p. 165 

1965 Trim painted on Country Store by Ernest Tesson. GKH Journal, p. 169 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Figure 223. Photograph of North Pomfret, Vermont, home of George K. Higgins’s grandparents.  A country store in North Pomfret, 

Vermont, visited frequently by George K. Higgins as a child, served as the inspiration for the construction of the Country Store on the 

Atwood-Higgins property. (GKH Journal, p. 20). 
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Figure 224. Photograph of construction framing of the west elevation of the Country Store in 1947.  

(GKH Journal, p. 112). 

 

 
 

Figure 225. Photograph of construction framing of the east elevation of the Country Store in 1947.  

(GKH Journal, p. 112). 
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Figure 226. Photograph of the east elevation of the Country Store in 1948 upon completion. (GKH Journal, p. 118). 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 227. Photograph of the west elevation of the Country Store in 1948 upon completion. (GKH Journal, p. 118). 
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CURRENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

WOODSHED 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Woodshed is a wood-framed, compound plan of 

one, one-and-a-half story room and two, one-story 

rooms constructed between pre-1919 and 1938 (Figure 

232). The original one-and-a-half story Woodshed 

(now referred to as the Storage Room, a name derived 

from the 1973 F. C. Pearce drawing) was built pre-

1919; the single story Woodshed addition located on 

the north elevation of the original Woodshed was built 

in 1923; and the single story Laundry/Bath addition 

located on the eastern elevation of the original Wood-

shed was built in 1938. The Storage Room (original 

pre-1919 Woodshed) measures approximately 16 feet 

6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 14 feet 6 

inches deep (west-east direction), the Woodshed 

addition measures 14 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 8 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction); 

and the Laundry/Bath addition measures approxi-

mately 14 feet 6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 

6 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction). 

Foundation 

The Woodshed has three different foundations, all 

corresponding to the three periods of construction of 

the structure. The one-story Storage Room was built 

on a foundation of fieldstone of irregular courses. The 

Woodshed addition, located north of the Storage 

Room, was constructed on a simple wooden post 

foundation. The Laundry/Bath addition to the east of 

the Storage Room was built on a brick foundation 

(Figure 233). 

Siding 

The exterior cladding on all four elevations of the 

Woodshed is wooden shingles (Figures 228, 229, 230, 

and 231). The wooden shingles on all elevations are 

laid in a coursed pattern. 

Doorways 

There are three doorways that punctuate the exterior 

of the Woodshed (D101, D102, and D103). For the 

location of each doorway, refer to Figure 232. 

Dimensions and descriptions of the three doorways 

are listed in Table 11.

TABLE 11. WOODSHED DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number Width Height Description 

D101 90 ½ 
inches 

94 inches D101 has a large red sliding batten door and is located in the west 
elevation of the Woodshed (Figure 234). D101 provides access to the 
storage room of the Woodshed. There is no visible exterior door 
hardware on the door of D101.  

D102 36 ¾ 
inches 

78 inches D102 has an unfinished single batten door and is located in the south 
elevation of the Woodshed (Figure 235). D102 provides access to the 
storage room of the Woodshed. The hardware on the door of D102 
consists of a modern padlock, a piece of strap metal (of unknown 
function), and a wooden turn latch. 

D103 25 ½ 
inches 

71 inches D103 has an unfinished single batten door and is located in the south 
elevation of the Woodshed (Figure 236). D103 provides access to 
laundry/bath addition of the Woodshed. The door hardware on the door 
of D103 consists of modern padlock, a modern embedded deadbolt lock, 
an unknown metal piece, and a wooden door pull. Below D103 is a 
wooden step that measures 38 inches wide by 11 inches deep. 
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TABLE 12. WOODSHED WINDOW DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101 20 ¾ inches 37 ½ inches W101 is located in the east elevation of the Woodshed and opens into 
the Bath of the Laundry/Bath addition (Figure 237). W101 contains a 
pair of double hung three-over-three sashes. Each pane of glass 
measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ inches tall. The muntins have a flat, 
angular profile that measures ¾ inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing 
on the top, right, and left sides of W101 measures 4 ½ inches wide and 
the sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall. The casing, sill, and muntins are 
painted red. 

W102 20 ½ inches 37 ½ inches W102 is located in the east elevation of the Woodshed and opens into 
the Laundry of the Laundry/Bath addition (Figure 237). W102 
contains a pair of double hung three-over-three sashes. Each pane of 
glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ inches tall. The muntins have a 
flat, angular profile that measures ¾ inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The 
casing on the top, right, and left sides of W102 measures 4 ½ inches 
wide and the sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall. The casing, sill, and 
muntins are painted red. 

W103 20 ¾ inches 36 ½ inches W103 is located in the north elevation of the Woodshed and opens 
into the Laundry of the Laundry/Bath addition (Figure 238). W102 
contains a pair of double hung three-over-three sashes. Each pane of 
glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ inches tall. The muntins have a 
flat, angular profile that measures ¾ inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The 
casing on the top, right, and left sides of W103 measures 4 ½ inches 
wide and the sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall. The casing, sill, and 
muntins are painted red. 

Windows 

There are three windows located on the exterior of 

the Woodshed (W101, W102, and W103). For the 

location of each window, refer to Figure 232. 

Dimensions and descriptions of the three windows are 

listed in Table 12. 

Roof 

The roof of the Woodshed is an assembly of gabled-

shaped roofs. The Storage Room has a medium-

pitched, side-gabled roof that runs in a north-south 

direction. The Woodshed addition, north of the 

Storage Room, has a medium-sloped saltbox roof that 

also runs in a north-south direction. The 

Laundry/Bath addition on the east elevation of the 

Storage Room has an enclosed lean-to roof with a 

medium-to-low slope. The roofing material on all 

three sections of the structure is sawn wooden 

shingles. Two vent pipes pierce the eastern slope of 

the enclosed lean-to roof of the Laundry/Bath 

addition. There is no evident gutter system on the 

Woodshed at this time. 

Painted Finishes 

The exterior of the Woodshed does not have any painted 

finishes, except for the trim. The rake boards, corner boards, 

the sliding door in the west elevation (D101), window trim, 

sills, and muntins are painted red. Some areas have very little 

paint left due to weathering. George Higgins cites in his 

journal that this paint is called “Pittsburgh Barnhide Red” 

and was last painted in 1965, according to George K. 

Higgins. The trim on the Woodshed addition on the north 

elevation is unpainted and extensive repair was done by the 

National Park Service in 1990s. It is not known if the rest of 

the trim on the Woodshed has been repainted since 1965 

under the National Park Service’s ownership.
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Figure 229. South elevation, Woodshed (2007). 

Figure 228. West elevation, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 230. East elevation, Woodshed (2007). 

 

Figure 231. North elevation, 

Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 232. Woodshed Floor plan with locations of doorways and windows . Two periods of alterations in 1923 (yellow) and 

1938 (blue) depicted. Drawing not to scale (Laham, 2007). 
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Figure 233. East elevation, Woodshed, showing brick foundation on Laundry/Bath addition (2007). 
 

Figure 234. D101 in west elevation, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 235. D102 in south elevation, Woodshed 

(2007). 

Figure 236. D103 in south elevation, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 237. W101 and W102 in east elevation, Woodshed (2007). 

 

Figure 238. W103 in north elevation, Woodshed 

(2007). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS 

Storage Room 

The Storage Room is a one-and-a –half story, single 

room that was the site’s original Woodshed. The room 

name is derived from the 1973 drawing by F. C. Pearce. 

This structure measures 16 feet 6 inches wide (north-

south direction) by 14 feet 6 inches deep (west-east 

direction) and can be accessed in three ways (2 

exterior doorways, 1 interior doorway): one point of 

access is on the exterior of the west elevation, through 

D101, the second point of access is on the exterior of 

the south elevation through D102, the third point of 

access is from the interior of the Laundry section of 

the Laundry/Bath addition through D104. There is a 

loft space for supply storage located in the upper half 

of the east wall of the room. The flooring in the 

Storage Room consists of wide, unpainted wooden 

planks running in a north-south direction (Figure 239).  

All four walls in the Storage Room are unpainted, 

flush, wooden horizontal plank boards with built-ins 

on the south, east, and north walls. On the west end of 

the south wall there is a built-in cabinet supported by 

two wooden legs. This built-in cabinet has a two- 

paneled door that extends ¾ the height of the wall. 

Immediately to the left of this built-in on the south 

wall is a shelf that extends just short of the east wall 

(Figure 240). The east wall has a built-in shelving unit 

with five shelves (Figure 241). In addition to this 

shelving unit on the east wall there is a loft space that 

spans the entire length of the wall (Figure 242). On the 

west end of the north wall there is a built-in cabinet 

and two shelves. Immediately to the right of this built-

in on the north wall is a wall ladder to access the loft 

storage space located on the east wall (Figure 243). 

There are two additional shelves located on the 

southern end of the west wall. 

The ceiling in the Storage Room is the exposed roofing 

system: a basic common rafter system with exposed 

sheathing. One tie beam is located on the northern 

most pair of ceiling rafters (Figure 244). D104 is 

located in the northern end of the east wall in the 

Storage Room that accesses the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition. This doorway contains a 

wooden vertical beadboard door with three ventilation 

holes cut in the top. The door hardware is an iron 

thumb latch (Figure 245). There are no windows 

located in this room. 

Laundry/Bath Addition 

The Laundry/Bath addition is located on the eastern 

elevation of the original Woodshed, now referred to as 

the Storage Room. The one-story Laundry/Bath 

addition is 14 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 6 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction) 

and is accessed two ways. The Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition is accessed from the Storage 

Room through D104, previously described, located on 

the northern end of the east wall. The Bath section of 

the Laundry/Bath addition is accessed from the 

exterior of the building through D103. Access to the 

Bath section of the Laundry/Bath addition could not 

be provided at the time of the site visit. The following 

text will refer to the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition only. 

The flooring in the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition is a combination of unpainted, 

wide wooden planks that run in a north-south 

direction and a dirt floor (Figure 246). The west, south, 

east, and north walls in the Laundry section are flush, 

unpainted, horizontal wooden boards. The ceiling in 

the Laundry section is white plaster, with one light 

fixture located in the center. The light fixture is a 

dropped pendant onion-style lantern (Figure 247). 

D104 is located in the north end of the west wall. 

Beneath this doorway is a small wooden step located in 

the Laundry section. There are two windows located 

in the Laundry, W102 and W103, in the east and north 

wall respectively. For a detailed description of the 

windows, refer to the Current Description, Exterior 

Elements, Woodshed – Windows section of this 
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report. The interior trim on W102 and W103 is 

unpainted, flat, wooden boards (Figure 248). 

The only built-in element in the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition is shelving located on the south 

and east wall. The shelving on the south wall consists 

of two shelves that span the majority length of the wall. 

The shelving on the east wall is one shelf on the 

southern end of the wall and spans the length of space 

between the south wall and window W102. A white 

porcelain two-bay sink is located on the south wall 

(Figure 249). 

Woodshed 

The one-story Woodshed addition is located on the 

north elevation of the original Woodshed (now 

referred to as the Storage Room.) The Woodshed is 14 

feet 6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 8 feet 6 ½ 

inches deep (west-east direction) and is accessed only 

through its west elevation, which has two large open 

bays without doors. 

The floor in the Woodshed addition is half dirt floor 

and half wide, wooden plank flooring that runs in a 

north-south direction. The dirt floor occupies the 

western half of the Woodshed addition with the wood 

floor is located on the eastern half. The wooden floor 

appears to have been constructed to hold storage items 

that cannot rest on the dirt floor (Figure 250). The 

south wall in the Woodshed addition is the exterior 

shingled wall of the Storage Room (Figure 251). The 

east and north wall of the Woodshed addition are flush 

horizontal wooden boards, which are the sheathing 

boards of the exposed framing of the Woodshed 

addition. As previously mentioned, the west walls are 

two open bays without doors. 

The ceiling in the Woodshed addition is the exposed 

roof framing. The roofing system, like that of the 

Storage Room, is a simple rafter system, with collar ties 

between each pair of rafters (Figure 252).  On the west 

elevation, the northernmost open bay measures 82 

inches wide by 73 ½ inches tall; the southernmost open 

bay measures 80 inches by 73 ½ inches tall. There are 

no windows in this section of the Woodshed addition. 

A special feature noted in the Woodshed addition is a 

concrete slab located at on the southern end of the 

room, constructed up against the southern wall. This 

concrete slab is 44 inches wide by 30 ½ inches deep 

(west-east direction) and currently supports a green 

metal utility cabinet (Figure 253). 

Figure 239. Floor of Storage 

Room, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 240. Built-in cabinet and shelving, south wall in the 

Storage Room, Woodshed (2007). 

 

Figure 241. Shelving unit on east wall in the Storage 

Room, Woodshed (2007). 

Figure 242. Loft on east wall in the Storage Room, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 243. Built-in cabinet and wall ladder, 

north wall in the Storage Room, Woodshed 

(2007). 

Figure 244. Ceiling of Storage Room, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 245. Thumb latch on the door between 

Storage Room and Laundry section of Laundry/Bath 

addition, Woodshed (2007). 

Figure 246. Floor in Laundry section of Laundry/Bath addition, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 247. Light fixture in Laundry section of 

Laundry/Bath addition, Woodshed (2007). 

 

Figure 248. Window trim of 

W102 in Laundry section of 

Laundry/Bath addition, 

Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 250. Floor in Woodshed addition, Woodshed (2007). 

Figure 249. East and south wall shelving and white 

porcelain sink on south wall in Laundry section of 

Laundry/Bath addition, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 251. South wall in Woodshed addition, 

Woodshed (2007). 

Figure 252. Ceiling in Woodshed addition, Woodshed (2007). 
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Figure 253. Concrete Slab in Woodshed addition, Woodshed (2007). 
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GARAGE 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Garage is a wood-framed, single-story, two room 

compound plan with minor irregularities in shape due 

to projections on the northeast, northwest and 

southwest elevations (Figure 258). The overall 

dimensions of the structure are 29 feet 6 inches wide 

(southeast-northwest direction) by 23 feet deep 

(northeast-southwest direction). The first room of the 

Garage, Room 101, extends 18 feet on the northeast 

elevation, 20 feet on the northwest elevation, 17 feet 6 

inches on the southwest elevation, and 20 feet on the 

southeast elevation. The second room of the Garage, 

Room 102, extends 11 feet 6 inches on the northeast 

elevation, 20 feet on the northwest elevation, 12 feet 

on the southwest elevation, and 20 feet on the 

southeast elevation. 

Foundation 

The Garage has a poured concrete foundation. 

Concrete blocks sit on top of the poured concrete 

foundation on the southwest elevation of Room 102. 

The sill was recently replaced by the National Park 

Service in this section of the building, which would 

account for the concrete blocks. 

Siding 

The exterior siding on the northeast elevation is 

comprised of flush, vertical, wooden boards. There are  

TABLE 13. GARAGE DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number 

Width Height Description 

D101 97 
inches 

87 ½ 
inches 

D101 is located in the northeast elevation and provides access to Room 101 
(Figure 259). D101 is constructed with curved top corners and is hung with a 
set of unfinished double wooden batten doors. Each door has a width of 48 
½ inches. There are two iron strap hinges located on the upper and lower 
halves of each door (Figure 260). The hardware on the doors within D101 
consists of two iron hook and eye fasteners (one large and one small), a 
modern imbedded deadbolt, a modern padlock, and an iron thumb latch 
door pull (Figure 261). There is also a metal cane bolt on the interior of 
Room 101 that provides a locking mechanism for the door of D101. 

D102 97 
inches 

86 ½ 
inches1 

D102 is also located in the northeast elevation and provides access to Room 
101 (Figure 262). D102 is constructed with curved top corners and is hung 
with a set of unfinished wooden batten doors. Each door has a width of 48 ½ 
inches. There are two iron strap hinges located on the upper and lower 
halves of each door. There is no external door hardware on the doors of 
D102; however, there is a metal cane bolt located on the interior of Room 
101 that provides the locking mechanism for the door of D102. Note: The 
difference in height between D101 and D102 is due to the rotting wood at 
the bottom of D102 

D103 86 
inches 

89 
inches 

D103 is located in the northeast elevation and provides access to Room 102 
(Figure 263). D103 and is thinner and taller than D101 and D102 and is 
constructed with cut top corners unlike the curved top corners of D101 and 
D102 (Figure 264). D103 is hung with a set of unfinished wooden batten 
doors, each door measuring 43 inches wide. There are two iron strap hinges 
located on the upper and lower halves of both doors. There is no external 
hardware located on the door of D103; however, there is a metal cane bolt 
located on the interior of Room 102 that provides the locking mechanism for 
the door of D103. 
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three bay door openings on this elevation constituting 

the majority of the elevation (Figure 254). The siding 

on the northwest elevation is also flush, vertical, 

wooden boards. The southwest and southeast 

elevation is sided with wooden shingles, some 

appearing newer than others (Figures 256 and 257). 

The wooden shingles on the southwest elevation 

projection of Room 102 were replaced in 2007 and are 

in excellent condition; the shingles on the southeast 

elevation of Room 101 also appear to have been 

recently replaced as well. 

Doorways 

The northeast elevation of the Garage has three bay 

openings (D101, D102, and D103). For the location of 

each doorway, refer to Figure 258. Dimensions and 

descriptions of the three doorways are listed in Table 

13. 

Windows 

The Garage has one window, W101, located in the 

northwest end of the northeast elevation. For the 

location of W101, refer to Figure 258. Dimensions and 

a description can be found in Table 14. 

Roof and Gutter System 

The roofs over the two rooms that comprise the 

Garage are two separate saltbox gable roofs with 

medium slopes running in a southeast to northwest 

direction. The roofing material is sawn wooden 

shingles. At the time of the site visit, a tarp covered the 

roof, which was undergoing repair work. 

The gutter system on the Garage is comprised of 

wooden gutters supported by wooden brackets. 

Several gutters and brackets are missing and those 

extant are in poor condition. Gutters that were visible 

beneath the tarp were painted red (Figure 266). 

Painted Finishes 

The exterior of the Garage is primarily unpainted, with 

the exception of the remaining gutters that were 

painted red.

 

TABLE 14. GARAGE WINDOW DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101 9 ¼ inches 15 ¾ inches W101 is located in the northwest end of the northeast elevation of 
the Garage and opens into Room 102 (Figure 265). W101 does not 
contain a window sash, but rather a wooden batten shutter 
comprised of two unpainted, vertical wooden boards. The casing 
surrounding the top, right, and left sides of W101 are 2 ¾ inch 
wooden flat boards. The sill of W101 measures 1 ½ inches tall. The 
casing and sill are unpainted. 
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Figure 255. Northwest elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 254. Northeast elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 256. Southwest elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 257. Southeast elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 258. Floor plan of Garage showing locations of doorways and windows. Drawing not to scale (Laham, 2007). 
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Figure 259. D101 in northeast elevation, 

Garage (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 260. Iron strap hinge on door within D101, northeast elevation, Garage (2007). 
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Figure 261. Hardware on door within D101: large hook and eye fastener, small hook and eye fastener, modern embedded 

deadbolt, modern padlock, and iron thumb latch door pull. Northeast elevation, Garage (2007). 

 

Figure 262. D102 in northeast elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 263. D103 in northeast elevation, Garage (OCLP, 

2010). 

 

Figure 264. Detail of northeast elevation where 

exterior of Room 101 joins with exterior of Room 102. 

Note curved top corner of D102 and the cut top corner 

of D103 (OCLP, 2010). 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

 274 

Figure 265. W101 in northeast 

elevation, Garage (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 266. Gutter system on northeast 

elevation, Garage.  Repair in progress in 

2007 above and 2010 below (2007 and 

OCLP, 2010). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS 

Room 101 

Room 101 is a one-story, single room located at the 

southeast end of the Garage. This Room measures 18 

feet on the northeast elevation, 20 feet on the 

northwest elevation, 17 feet 6 inches on the southwest 

elevation, and 20 feet on the southeast elevation. 

Room 101 can be accessed from the exterior through 

the two doorways, D101 and D102, located in the 

northeast elevation and through one interior doorway, 

D104, located between Room 101 and Room 102. The 

flooring in Room 101 is poured concrete (Figure 267).  

The northeast wall is comprised of the two sets of 

double bay wooden batten doors located within D101 

and D102. The northwest, southwest, and southeast 

walls are constructed of unpainted, wooden flush 

horizontal boards (Figure 268). There are two built-in 

cabinets in Room 101. One is located on the northwest 

wall just left of the doorway D104 (Figure 269). This 

built-in element consists of a two-door cabinet with 

three interior shelves, measures 38 inches wide by 23 ½ 

tall, and is surrounded by a flat board 2 inch casing. 

The second built-in is also located on the northwest 

wall and to the right of D104 (Figure 270). This built-in 

element consists of a single cabinet door with three 

interior shelves, measures 18 inches wide by 30 ½ 

inches tall, and is also surrounded by a flat board 2 

inch casing. 

Room 101 is accessed from the exterior in two ways, 

through D101 and D102 on the northeast wall 

previously described in the Current Description, 

Garage, Exterior Elements - Doorways section of this 

report. The third point of entry into Room 101 is 

through an interior doorway, D104, located between 

Room 101 and Room 102 (Figure 271). D104 measures 

23 inches wide by 26 ½ inches tall, has a 1 inch 

threshold and is cased with 3 ½ inch trim. A small 

shelving unit is built-in on the lower right hand corner 

of D104 and has two shelves. This small shelving unit 

measures 11 inches wide by 29 inches tall and 

surrounded by 3 ½ inch flat board casing. There are no 

windows in this room. 

The ceiling in Room 101 is the exposed roofing system 

(Figure 272). The roofing system is a basic common 

rafter system with exposed sheathing. There are seven 

sets of rafters in Room 101, each tied with a collar 

beam for support. At the time of the site visit, the 

ceiling was undergoing several repairs by the National 

Park Service, mainly on the southwest slope of the 

roof. Several sheathing boards and shingles have been 

replaced. Other repairs included the sistering of 

several collar beams between the rafters and the 

placement of a beam towards the southwest end of 

Room 101 to support the roof rafters above (Figure 

273). There are no interior painted finishes in Room 

101. 

Room 102 

Room 102 is a single-story room that comprises the 

second half of the Garage and is located on the 

northwest end of the structure. Room 102 measures 11 

feet 6 inches on the northeast elevation, 20 feet on the 

northwest elevation, 12 feet on the southwest 

elevation, and 20 feet on the southeast elevation. 

Room 102 is accessed from the exterior on the 

northeast elevation through doorway D103. The 

flooring in Room 102 is poured concrete. 

The northeast wall in Room 102 is comprised of 

doorway D103 and unpainted, wooden flush 

horizontal board siding. The northwest and southwest 

wall are also constructed of wooden flush horizontal 

board siding. The southeast wall of Room 102 is sided 

with exterior wooden shingles and contains interior 

doorway D104 (Figure 274). The presence of exterior 

shingles on this wall suggests the wall is a reused 

element from the previous garage built in 1923. 

Several built-in cabinets are located within Room 102. 

The first is located on the northeast wall below 

window W101 and has two interior shelves (Figure 

275). This built-in measures 16 ½ inches wide by 16 

inches tall and surrounded by 2 inch flat board casing. 
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Two additional built-in cabinets are located on the 

northwest wall. One is located on the northeast end of 

the northwest wall, consists of a single door cabinet, 

measures 26 ¾ inches wide by 17 ¾ inches tall and is 

surrounded by 2 ¼ inch flat board casing (Figure 276). 

The other built-in on the northwest wall is located in 

the middle of the wall, is also a single door cabinet with 

four interior shelves, measures 28 inches wide by 20 ½ 

inches tall and is surrounded by 2 ¼ inch flat board 

casing (Figure 277). A shelf supported by two wooden 

brackets is also located on the northwest wall to the 

left of these built-ins, placed approximately halfway up 

the wall (Figure 278).  

Room 102 can be accessed in two ways: through 

exterior doorway, D103, in the northeast elevation or 

through interior doorway, D104, between Room 101 

and Room 102. There is one window located in Room  

102 in the northeast elevation that was previously 

described in the Current Description, Garage, Exterior 

Elements – Windows section of this report.  

The ceiling in Room 102, similar to Room 101, is the 

exposed roofing system, which is comprised of 

common rafter and exposed sheathing construction 

(Figure 279). There has been extensive repair to the 

ceiling/roof system in Room 102. Numerous sheathing 

boards have been replaced on the southwest slope, 

several new rafter boards have been sistered to existing 

rafters; a rafter support beam on the southwest wall 

has been sistered with an additional rafter beam, and 

several posts on the southwest wall have also been 

added for extra support (Figure 280). There are no 

interior painted finishes in Room 102.

 

Figure 267. Poured concrete floor 

of Room 101, Garage (2007). 
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Figure 268. Southeast wall, flush horizontal boards, Room 

101, Garage (2007). 

 

Figure 269. Built-in, cabinet left of D104. Northwest wall, 

Room 101, Garage (2007). 

 

Figure 270. Built-in cabinet, right of D104. Northwest wall, Room 101, Garage 

(2007). 
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Figure 271. D104, between Room 101 and Room 102. Garage 

(2007). 

Figure 273. Ceiling of Room 101, Garage. Note sheathing 

repairs, placement of beam to support rafters, and 

sistering of collar ties between rafters (2007). 

Figure 272. Ceiling of Room 101, Garage (2007). 
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Figure 275. Built-in cabinet, northeast wall of Room 102, 

Garage (2007). 

Figure 274. Southeast wall of Room 102, Garage. Note siding is 

exterior wooden shingles (2007). 

Figure 276. Built-in cabinet, northeast end of northwest wall, Room 102, Garage (2007). 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

 

280 

 
Figure 278. Shelf, northwest wall of Room 102, Garage (2007). 

Figure 277. Built-in cabinet, in center of northwest wall, Room 102, 

Garage (2007). 
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Figure 279. Exposed roofing system of Room 102, Garage (2007). 

Figure 280. Ceiling and wall, southwest elevation, of Room 102, Garage. Note replaced sheathing boards, sistered 

rafters, sistered rafter support beam, and support posts (2007). 
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BARN 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Barn is a wood-framed, compound plan that 

consists of a one-and-a-half-story principal mass with 

a one-story, two-room projection on the north side 

and a one-story, one-room projection on the east side. 

The one-and-a-half-story principal mass of the Barn 

encompasses the Carriage Room, Stall, Box Stall, and 

Loft. The projection on the north side of the Barn 

comprises the Bunk Room and the Open Shed, both 

part of the original 1924-1925 construction. In 1927, a 

projection on the east elevation of the Barn was added, 

functioning as the Shed. The one-and-a-half-story 

principal mass and the one-story projection on the 

north side measure approximately 35 feet wide (west-

east direction) by 32 feet deep (north-south direction) 

and the one-story Shed on the east elevation measures 

14 feet wide (west-east direction) by 11 feet 6 inches 

feet deep (north-south direction) (Figure 285). 

Foundation 

The Barn is built on a wooden post foundation. 

Evidence of this foundation can be found in the Open 

Shed, looking at the south wall on the north side of the 

Barn where wall siding is missing (Figure 286). 

 

 
TABLE 15. BARN DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number 

Width Height Description 

D101 35 inches 78 ½ 
inches 

D101 is located in the south elevation provides access to the entry area 
within the Barn (Figure 287). A single, unfinished, wooden batten door is 
hung within D101. The hardware on this door consists of two iron strap 
hinges, an iron thumb latch, an iron hook and eye fastener, and a modern 
padlock that is hung from a piece of iron (Figure 288). There are two 
large stone steps currently located under D101 (Figure 289). 

D102 108 ½ 
inches 

109 inches D102 is located in the south elevation of the Barn, has a set of large, 
unfinished, wooden batten doors, and provides access to the Carriage 
Room (Figure 290). There are three metal strap hinges on each door hung 
within D102. A long board has been placed across both doors as the 
locking mechanism. 

D103 38 inches 81 inches D103 is located in the east elevation of the east side annex of the Barn and 
provides access to the Shed (Figure 291). The hardware on the door of 
D103 consists on iron strap hinge and two iron eyes of what appeared to 
have been parts of iron hook and eye fasteners (Figure 292). 

D104 101 inches 103 inches D104 is located in the east elevation of the Barn and provides entry into 
the Open Shed (Figure 293). There are no doors within D104. 

D105 42 inches 90 inches D105 is located in the west elevation of the Barn and provides access to 
the Hallway/Entry Area (Figure 294). The door hung within D105 is a 
single, unfinished, wooden batten door. The hardware on this door 
consists of two iron strap hinges and similarly to the door within D103, 
two iron eyes of what appeared to have been parts of iron hook and eye 
fasteners. 
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Siding 

The exterior siding of the Barn is a combination of 

unpainted, flush, vertical wooden boards, unpainted 

horizontal wooden clapboards, and unpainted 

wooden shingles laid in a coursed pattern. The siding 

on the south elevation of the Barn, on both the 

principal mass and under the porch roof on the east 

side annex added in 1927, is flush vertical wooden 

boards (Figure 281). The east elevation of the Barn has 

all three types of siding. On the east elevation of the 

east side annex, there are discontinuous flush vertical 

wooden boards that terminate at the eave line and 

smaller flush vertical wooden boards continue on the 

gable peak. Horizontal wooden clapboards side the 

top quarter (gable peak) of the east elevation of the 

principal mass and wooden shingles cover the lower 

three quarters of the principal mass east elevation 

(Figure 282). The north elevation has a combination of 

flush vertical wooden board siding on the east side 

annex and wooden shingles on the principal mass 

(Figure 283). The west elevation has wooden shingles 

on the north side projection and, similar to the east 

elevation of the east side annex, flush vertical boards 

that are cut at the eave line and continue again to cover 

the gable peak (Figure 284). 

Doorways 

Five doorways punctuate the exterior of the Barn. 

There are two doorways in the south elevation (D101 

and D102), two doorways in the east elevation (D103 

and D104), and one doorway in the west elevation 

(D105). For the location of each doorway, refer to 

Figure 285. Dimensions and descriptions of the five 

doorways are listed in Table 15. 

Windows 

There are a total of ten windows located in the Barn: 

three in the south elevation (W101, W102, and W103), 

two in the east elevation (W104 and W105), two in the 

north elevation (W106 and W107), and three in the 

west elevation (W108, W109, and W110). For the 

location of each window, refer to Figure 285. The ten 

windows located in the Barn differ from one another.  

Detailed descriptions can be found in Table 16.  

Roof and Gutter System 

The Barn has three roofing profiles, corresponding to 

the three units that comprise the structure (principal 

mass, north elevation projection, and east elevation 

projection). The principal mass of the Barn has a west-

east gable roof with a medium slope. The projection on 

the north elevation of the Barn has an extended west-

east gable roof that stems from the gable roof of the 

principal mass. The east elevation annex has a salt box 

gable roof that faces in a southern direction.  

There is partial evidence of a gutter system on the 

Barn. On the north elevation, there is a wooden gutter 

that spans the western half of the elevation. There are 

also seven wooden brackets that span the entire length 

of the north elevation, which were likely placed to 

support a gutter on this (eastern) half of the elevation 

at some time (Figure 305).  

Two miscellaneous exterior features that relate to the 

roof system are visible on the Barn. The first is a set of 

two posts that are affixed to the west elevation of the 

Barn. Historic photographic documentation shows 

these posts were constructed to support a former open 

porch roof that was once on this elevation (Figure 

306). The second feature in place as part of the roofing 

system of the Barn is a lightning rod on the east end of 

the gable roof of the principal mass (Figure 307). 

Painted Finishes 

The exterior of the Barn is primarily unpainted with 

the exception of the trim. The rake boards, corner 

boards, window trim, sills, and muntins are all painted 

red. The posts and braces that support the south 

elevation porch roof of the east elevation annex are 

also painted red. 
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TABLE 16. BARN WINDOW DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101 28 inches 34 inches W101 is located in the south elevation of the Barn and opens into 
Hallway/Entry Area (Figure 295). W101 does not contain a window sash 
but rather consists of an unfinished, wooden batten casement shutter 
with two iron strap hinges located on its left-hand side. Several pieces of 
metal are fastened to the exterior of this window and used as patching for 
missing material. 

W102 27 inches 12 inches W102 is located in the south elevation of the Barn and punctuates the 
interior south wall of the Harness (Figure 296). W102 is a single awning 
transom window with four lights. Each pane of glass within W102 
measures 6 inches wide by 8 inches tall.  The muntins located within 
W102 have flat, angular profiles and measures ¾ inch wide by ¼ inch 
deep. The flat board casing that surrounds W102 is 2 ½ inches wide on 
the top and sides and the sill measures 35 inches wide by 1 inch tall. The 
casing, muntins, and sill are all painted red. 

W103 n/a n/a W103 is located in the south elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Shed of the east side annex (Figure 297). W103 does not 
contain a window sash and is covered by an unfinished, wooden batten 
fixed shutter. Measurements of W103 were not taken due to severe insect 
infestation in the immediate area making the window inaccessible. The 
flat board casing surrounding W103 is painted red. 

W104 n/a n/a W104 is located in the east elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Carriage Room (Figure 298). W104 consists of an opening 
and casing only, with no actual window or sill in place. Measurements 
were not taken of W104 because of its inaccessibility due to its height 
from both the exterior and interior of the Barn. The flat board casing of 
W104 is painted red.  

W105 15 inches 10 ½ 
inches 

W105 is located in the east elevation of the east side annex of the Barn 
and punctuates the interior east wall of the Shed (Figure 299). W105 is a 
single fixed transom window with two lights. Each pane of glass within 
W105 measures 6 inches wide by 8 inches tall. The muntins located 
within W105 have flat, angular profiles and measures ¾ inch wide by ¼ 
inch deep. The flat board casing that flanks W105 on the left and right 
sides measures 2 ½ inches and is missing from the top of the window. The 
casing and muntins are painted red. 

W106 31 ¾ 
inches 

22 inches W106 is located in the north elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Bunk Room (Figure 300). W106 is a horizontal sliding sash 
window with three-over-three sashes. Each pane of glass within W106 
measures 6 inches wide by 8 inches tall. The muntins located within 
W106 have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ wide by ¼ inch deep. 3 ½ 
inch flat board casing surrounds W106 and the sill measures 38 ¾ inches 
wide by 1 ¾ inches tall. The casing, muntins, and sill are all painted red. 
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Window 
Number Width Height Description 

W107 56 ½ 
inches 

25 inches W107 is located in the north elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Hallway/Entry Area (Figure 301). W107 does not contain 
any windows sashes. The exterior of W107 is covered with one casement 
wooden batten shutter on the left and one fixed wooden batten shutter 
on the right. The wooden shutter on the left measures 17 inches wide by 
25 ½ inches tall; the wooden shutter on the right measures 25 inches wide 
by 25 inches tall. There is no casing surrounding W107, however there is a 
flat board header on top of the window that measures 56 ½ wide by 6 
inches tall. Both wooden batten shutters are painted red. It is possible the 
header was finished in red paint and this finish has worn off. The 
hardware on W107 consists of two iron strap hinges located the wooden 
shutter on the left. 

W108 20 ½ 
inches 

39 inches W108 is located in the west elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Bunk Room (Figure 302). W108 is a double hung, three-
over-three sash window. Each pane of glass measures 6 inches wide by 8 
inches tall. A pane of glass is missing in the top sash in the lower left hand 
corner. The muntins of W108 have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ 
inch wide by ¼ inch deep. 3 inches of flat board casing surround W108 
and the sill measures 26 ½ inches wide by 1 ¾ inches tall. The casing, 
muntins, and sill are all painted red. 

W109 20 ½ 
inches 

39 inches W109 is located in the west elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Hallway/Entry Area (Figure 303). W109 does not contain a 
window sash. A fixed unfinished, wooden batten shutter covers the 
exterior of W109. The flat board casing surrounding W109 measures 3 
inches wide. The sill of W109 measures 20 ½ inches wide by 1 ¾ inches 
tall. The casing and sill are painted red. 

W110 20 ½ 
inches 

39 inches W110 is located in the west elevation of the Barn and opens into the 
interior of the Hallway/Entry Area (Figure 304). W110 does not contain a 
window sash. The exterior of W110 is covered by a fixed unfinished 
wooden batten shutter. The flat board casing surrounding W110 
measures 3 inches wide. The sill of W110 measures 20 ½ inches wide by 1 
¾ inches tall. The casing and sill are painted red. 
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Figure 281. South elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 282. East elevation, Barn (2007). 
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 Figure 284. West elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 283. North elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 285. Floor plan of Barn showing locations of doorways and windows. Drawing not to scale (Laham, 2007). 
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Figure 286. Wooden post foundation, Barn. (Photograph taken in the Open Shed looking at the south wall on the north side of 

the Barn where wall siding is missing) (2007). 

Figure 287. D101 in south elevation, Barn (2007). Figure 288. Hardware on door within D101 in south 

elevation, Barn (2007).
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Figure 290. D102 in south elevation, Barn 

(2007). 

Figure 291. D103 in east elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 289. Two large stone steps, under D101 

on south elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 292. Hardware (two iron eyes) on door within D103, east elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 294. D105 in west elevation, Barn (2007). Figure 293. D104 in east elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 296. W102 in south elevation, 

Barn (2007). 

Figure 295. W101 in south elevation, Barn 

(2007). 

Figure 297. W103 in south elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 298. W104 in east elevation, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 300. W106 in north elevation, Barn 

(2007).

Figure 299. W105 in east elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 301. W107 in north elevation, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 302. W108 in west elevation, Barn (2007). Figure 303. W109 in west elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 304. W110 in west elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 305. Gutter brackets on eastern end of north elevation, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 306. Wooden posts that once 

supported a former open porch roof, west 

elevation, Barn (2007). 

Figure 307. Lightning rod on eastern end of 

gable roof, Barn (2007). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS 

The room names for the Barn are derived from a 1973 

drawing by F. C. Pearce.  

Hallway/Entry Area 

The Hallway/Entry Area is a one story, L-shaped room 

located in the south and west end of the Barn. This 

area can be accessed from the exterior through D101, 

on the Barn’s exterior south elevation. The lower 

portion of the L of this room, located in the southwest 

corner of the Barn, measures 9 feet 6 inches wide 

(west-east direction) by 8 feet deep (north-south 

direction); the top portion of the L located on the west 

end of the Barn measures 5 feet wide (west-east 

direction) by 12 feet deep (north-south direction). 

The flooring material in the Hallway/Entry Area is 

plywood sheeting. The south, east, and west walls are 

constructed with horizontal wooden boards and the 

north wall is constructed with vertical wooden boards. 

There are six doorways located within the 

Hallway/Entry Area: 4 interior doorways that access 

the Stall (D106), Box Stall (D107), Harness (D108), and 

Carriage Room (D109); and 2 exterior doorways, D101 

and D105, located in the south and west walls that 

access the exterior of the Barn. For a detailed 

description of the exterior windows, refer to the 

Current Description, Barn, Exterior Elements – 

Doorways section of this report. 

There are four windows located in the Hallway/Entry 

Area. W101 located in the south wall, W107 located in 

the north wall, and W109 and W110 both located in 

the west wall. For a detailed description of these 

windows, refer to the Current Description, Barn, 

Exterior Elements – Windows section of this report. 

The ceiling in the Hallway/Entry Area is the exposed 

wood joist flooring system of the loft space above.  

There are no painted finishes or special features visible 

in the Hallway/Entry Area. 

Stall 

The Stall is a one-story single room located in the 

middle of the Barn, flanked by the Hallway/Entry Area 

on the west and south, Carriage Room on the east and 

the Box Stall on the north. This room measures 

approximately 4 feet wide (north-south direction) by 8 

feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction). The Stall is 

accessed through doorway D106, located in the lower 

half of the west wall. 

The flooring material in the Stall consists of unpainted 

wooden boards that run in a west-east direction 

(Figure 308). The south wall of the Stall is a half-wall 

with the bottom half constructed of horizontal 

wooden boards. The top half of the south wall is open, 

with the exception of the exposed framing posts 

(Figure 309). The east wall of the Stall is composed of 

unpainted, horizontal wooden boards and the north 

wall is covered with unpainted plywood sheeting 

(Figure 310). The west wall includes doorway, D106, 

on the southern end of the bottom half of the wall and 

plywood on the top and bottom northern end (Figure 

311). 

The half-door hung within D106 in the west wall is 

unpainted and composed of a plywood sheet framed 

with wooden boards. A horizontal brace runs from the 

top corner to the opposite bottom corner in a diagonal 

direction. D106 measures 39 inches wide by 42 ½ 

inches tall. There is one window located in the east 

wall of the Stall, W111, and opens into the Carriage 

Room. W111 does not contain a window sash but 

rather is covered by an awning style wooden shutter 

composed of horizontal wooden boards. W111 

measures 24 inches wide by 25 inches tall. The ceiling 

in this room is the exposed wood joist flooring system 

of the loft space above (Figure 312). 

There are no painted finishes within the Stall. One 

special feature, a corner iron trough, is installed on the 

northwest corner of the Stall (Figure 313). 
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Box Stall 

The Box Stall is a one-story, single room located on the 

northern end of the Barn, flanked by the Stall on the 

south, Carriage Room on the east, partially by the 

Bunk Room on the north, and the Hallway/Entry Area 

on the west. This room measures approximately 7 feet 

6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 8 feet 6 

inches deep (west-east direction). The Box Stall is 

accessed through doorway D107, located in the lower 

half of the west wall. 

The flooring material in the Box Stall is plywood 

sheeting (Figure 314). Similar to the Stall, the walls in 

the Box Stall are all constructed of unpainted wood: 

the south wall is composed of plywood sheeting 

(Figure 315); the east wall is composed of horizontal 

wooden boards (Figure 316); the north wall is 

composed of horizontal wooden boards on the lower 

half of the wall and vertical wooden boards on the 

upper half of the wall (Figure 317); the bottom half of 

the west wall is composed of D107 on the southern 

end, plywood sheeting on the northern end, and the 

upper half of the west wall is open (Figure 318). 

The half-door hung within D107 in the west wall is 

unpainted and composed of a plywood sheet framed 

with wooden boards. A horizontal brace runs from the 

top corner to the opposite bottom corner in a diagonal 

direction (Figure 319). D107 measures 39 ½ inches 

wide by 43 inches tall. There is one window located in 

the east wall in the Box Stall, W112, and opens into the 

Carriage Room. W112 does not contain a window sash 

but rather is covered with an awning style wooden 

shutter composed of horizontal wooden boards. W112 

measures 36 inches wide by 25 inches tall.  Similarly to 

the Stall, the ceiling in this room is the exposed wood 

joist flooring system of the loft space above. There are 

no painted finishes or special features visible in the 

Box Stall. 

Harness 

The Harness is a single-story, single room located on 

the southern side of the Barn, flanked by the exterior 

of the Barn on the south, the Carriage Room to the 

east, and the Hallway/Entry Area to the north and 

west. The Harness measures approximately 4 feet wide 

(west-east direction) by 2 feet 6 inches deep (north-

south direction). The Harness is accessed through 

doorway D108, located in the north wall. 

The flooring material in the Harness is plywood 

sheeting (Figure. 320). The walls in the Harness (south, 

east, north and west) are all flush vertical boards 

finished in white paint (Figure 321). D108 is located in 

the north wall of the Harness (Figure 322) and has a 

door that measures 21 ¾ inches wide by 72 inches tall, 

constructed of unpainted, vertical beadboard, and has 

an iron thumb latch for hardware (Figure 323). Also 

located in this door are two small windows, each 

measuring 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ inches tall (Figure 

324). The panes of glass are both missing from these 

windows. W102 is located in the south wall and is 

previously described in the Current Description, 

Exterior Elements – Windows section of this report. 

The ceiling in the Harness is constructed of beadboard 

and is finished in white. There are no special built-in 

features located in the Harness. 

Carriage Room 

The Carriage Room is a one-and-a-half story, single 

room located on the eastern side of the Barn and is 

flanked by the exterior of the Barn on the south wall, 

partially by the exterior of the Barn and by the Shed on 

the east wall, by the Open Shed and Bunk Room on the 

north wall, and by the Hallway/Entry Area, Stall and 

Box Stall on the west wall. The approximate 

measurements of the Carriage Room are 18 feet wide 

(west-east direction) and 20 feet deep (north-south 

direction). This room is accessed through four 

different doorways: one exterior doorway (D102) and 

four interior doorways (D109, D110, D111, D112). 

D102 is located in the south wall and leads to the 

exterior of the Barn, D111 is located in the east wall 

that connects to the interior of the Shed, D110 and 

D112 are located in the north wall that connects to the 

interior of the Bunk Room and Open Shed 
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respectively, and D109 is located in the west wall that 

connects to the interior of the Hallway/Entry Area. 

The flooring material of the Carriage Room is wide, 

wooden boards that are unpainted (Figure 325). The 

south wall of the Barn is composed of vertical wooden 

board siding and two large wooden batten doors hung 

within D102 (Figure 326). The east wall is similarly 

composed of vertical wooden board siding with D111 

located in the middle of the wall and leading to the 

interior of the Shed. W104 is located at the gable peak 

of the east wall (Figure 327). The north wall is also 

composed of vertical wooden board siding and has 

one small doorway, D112, which leads to the Open 

Shed and one full doorway, D110, which leads to the 

interior of the Bunk Room (Figure 328). The northern 

end of west wall of the Carriage Room is constructed 

with horizontal wooden boards that extend one-story 

tall, punctuated with windows W111 and W112 

(Figure 329). The southern half of the west wall is 

punctuated by D109 that leads into the interior of the 

Hallway/Entry Area. The half-story above the west 

wall contains the loft space and resides above the 

Hallway/Entry Area, Stall, Box Stall and Harness. 

There are several built-in features in the Carriage 

Room of the Barn. On the south wall there is a built-in 

shelf on the west end of the wall (Figure 330). The east 

wall of the Carriage Room has four built-in features. 

Beginning on the southern end of the wall, there is a 

built-in workbench with shelving above (Figure 331). 

Above D111 is a built-in platform (Figure 332). Also 

located above D111 is a birdhouse at the gable peak 

that is accessed from the exterior of the Barn (Figure 

333). The other built-in feature on the east wall is a 

cabinet located on the northern end of the wall. This 

cabinet protrudes from the east wall in a three sided 

projected oriel manner. The center of the cabinet has a 

door with 12 panes of glass, and each side of the 

cabinet has 8 panes of glass (Figure 334). 

As previously mentioned, there are four full doorways 

(one exterior, three interior) and one small doorway 

(interior) located in the Carriage Room. Located in the 

south wall is D102, hung with two large, unpainted, 

wooden batten barn doors (Figure 326). Located in the 

east wall is D111 that connects to the interior of the 

Shed of the east side annex. D111 is hung with a four-

paneled door finished in blue paint and measuring 25 

inches wide by 70 ½ inches tall (Figure 335). This door 

is equipped with an iron thumb latch (Figure 336). 

Located in north wall are D110 and D112. D110 

connects to the interior of the Bunk Room and is hung 

with a five-paneled door finished in blue paint on the 

Carriage Room side and unpainted on the Bunk Room 

side (Figure 337). D110 measures 25 ½ inches wide by 

75 ½ inches tall and is equipped with an iron thumb 

latch and an aluminum header and kick plate on the 

Bunk Room side. D112 is located in the middle of the 

north wall and leads into the Open Shed of the north 

side projection of the Barn. D112 is sealed with an 

awning-style, unpainted, wooden batten shutter and 

measures 24 inches wide by 41 inches tall (Figure 338). 

The fourth full doorway, D109, is located in the south 

end of the west wall of the Carriage Room, is not 

equipped with any doors, and measures 50 inches wide 

by 84 inches tall (Figure 339). 

There are currently three windows in the Carriage 

Room of the Barn, W104, W111, and W112. W104 is 

located at the gable peak of the east wall. This opening 

presently does not have a window sash and is 

continually exposed to the exterior. Measurements of 

this window could not be made due to inaccessibility. 

W111 and W112 are located in the west wall of the 

Carriage Room and open into the interior of the Stall 

and Box Stall respectively.  

The ceiling in the Carriage Room is the exposed 

roofing system of the Barn. The roofing system is a 

basic common rafter system with exposed sheathing 

(Figure 340)  

There are no painted finishes in the Carriage Room, 

except for the two doors that access the Shed in the 

east side annex and Bunk Room of the north side 

projection, both of which are finished in blue paint. 
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Bunk Room 

The Bunk Room is a one-story, single room located 

within the north side projection of the Barn. To the 

south of the Bunk Room is the Box Stall and Carriage 

Room, to the east is the Open Shed, and to the north 

and west is the exterior of the Barn. The Bunk Room 

measures approximately 9 feet 6 inches wide (west-

east direction) by 8 feet (north-south direction). The 

Bunk Room is accessed through doorway D111, 

(described above) located in the south wall of the Bunk 

Room and leading into the interior Carriage Room.  

The flooring material in the Bunk Room is poured 

concrete (Figure 341). All four walls (south, east, 

north, and west) are sided with aluminum sheets that 

extend from floor to ceiling (Figure 342). There are 

two windows, W106 and W108, located in the north 

and west wall respectively. For a detailed description 

of these windows, refer to the Current Description, 

Barn, Exterior Elements – Windows section of this 

report. 

The ceiling in the Bunk Room is covered with 

aluminum sheeting and strapped with three plywood 

boards that run in a west-east direction (Figure 343). 

There are no painted finishes or special features in this 

room. 

Open Shed 

The Open Shed is a one-story, single room located in 

the north side projection of the Barn. To the south of 

the Open Shed is the Carriage Room, to the east and 

north is the exterior of the Barn, and to the west is the 

Bunk Room. The approximate measurements of the 

Open Shed is 8 feet wide (north-south direction) by 14 

feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction). The Open 

Shed is accessed through two ways: one large open 

doorway in the east wall of the room (D104) and one 

small doorway in the south wall of the room (D112). 

The floor of the Open Shed is a dirt floor (Figure 344). 

The south, north, and west walls are constructed of 

vertical wooden boards (Figure 345). The entire east 

wall is made up of doorway, D104, which does not 

have a door and is exposed to the exterior of the Barn. 

This open doorway was constructed with cut corners 

and was previously described in the Current 

Description, Barn, Exterior Elements – Doorways 

section of this report. The second and smaller 

doorway, D112, is located in the south wall and opens 

into the interior Carriage Room (described above). 

The ceiling of the Open Shed is the exposed roofing 

system of the Barn. The roofing system is a basic 

common rafter system with exposed sheathing (Figure 

346). There are no windows, painted finishes, or 

special features located in the Open Shed of the Barn. 

Shed 

The Shed is a one story, single room located within the 

east side annex of the Barn. To the west of the Shed is 

the Carriage Room and to the south, east, and north is 

the exterior of the Barn. The Shed measures 

approximately 8 feet wide (north-south direction) by 5 

feet deep (west-east direction). The Shed is accessed in 

two ways: through D103, located on the exterior east 

elevation of the Barn, and through D111, located 

between the Shed and the Carriage Room. 

The flooring material consists of unpainted, wooden 

boards that run in a west-east direction (Figure 347). 

All four walls in the Shed (south, east, north, and west) 

are sided with vertical wooden boards (Figure 348). 

There are four built-in rectangular cubbyholes located 

in the upper half of the south wall and one built-in 

rectangular cubbyhole located in the lower half of the 

south wall (Figure 349). There is a built-in shelf on the 

eastern end of the north wall (Figure 350). 

Two doorways provide access to the shed: D111 

(described above) and D103. For a detailed description 

of D103, refer to the Current Description, Barn, 

Exterior Elements – Doorways section of this report. 

There is one window in the Shed, W105. For a detailed 

description of W105, refer to the Current Description, 

Barn, Exterior Elements – Windows section of this 

report. 
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The ceiling in the Shed is covered with 8 inch wooden 

boards that run in a north-south direction (Figure 

351). A set of stairs consisting of three treads and three 

risers is located below D111. Each riser measures 7 ½ 

inches tall and each tread measures 6 inches deep 

(Figure 352). There are no visible painted finishes or 

special features located within the Shed. 

Loft Area 

The Loft Area of the Barn was inaccessible at the time 

of the site visit and a detailed description of the 

interior will not be included in this report (Figure.353).

Figure 308. Floor of Stall, Barn 

(2007). 

 

Figure 309. South wall of Stall, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 310. North wall of Stall, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 311. West wall and D106 of Stall, Barn 

(2007). 

Figure 312. Ceiling of Stall, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 315. South wall of Box Stall, Barn 

(2007). 

Figure 314. Floor of Box Stall, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 313. Iron trough in northwest corner of 

stall, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 316. East wall and W112 of Box Stall, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 317. North wall of Box Stall, Barn (2007). Figure 318. West wall of Box Stall, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 319. D107 in west wall of Box Stall, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 320. Floor of Harness, Barn (2007). 

Figure 321. West wall of Harness, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 323. Iron thumb latch of door within D108, 

Harness, Barn (2007).

Figure 322. D108 in Harness, Barn (2007). 

Figure 324. Two windows in door of D108, Harness, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 326. South wall and D102 of 

Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 325. Floor of Carriage Room, Barn 

(2007). 

 

Figure 327. East wall and D11 of Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 330. Built-in shelf on south wall of Carriage 

Room, Barn (2007).

Figure 329. West wall of  Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

Figure 328. North wall and D110 of Carriage Room, 

Barn (2007). 
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Figure 332. Built-in shelf above D111 in Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 331. Built-in workbench on east wall of 

Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

Figure 333. Built-in birdhouse, gable peak of east wall in Carriage Room, Barn (2007).
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Figure 334. Built-in cabinet on east wall of Carriage Room, 

Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 335. D111 in east wall of Carriage Room (leads to Shed), Barn (2007). 

Figure 336. Iron thumb latch of door within D111, 

Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 
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 Figure 339. D109 in west wall, of Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

Figure 337. D110 in north wall of Carriage Room, 

Barn (2007). 

Figure 338. D112 in north wall of Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 341. Floor of Bunk Room, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 340. Ceiling of Carriage Room, Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 342. West wall of Bunk Room, Barn (2007). 
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 Figure 345. South wall of Open Shed, Barn (2007). Figure 344. Floor of Open Shed, Barn (2007). 

Figure 343. Ceiling of Bunk Room, Barn (2007). 
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 Figure 347. Floor of Shed, Barn (2007). Figure 348. East wall of Shed, Barn (2007). 

Figure 346. Ceiling of Open Shed, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 350. Built-in shelf on north wall of Shed, Barn (2007). 

 
Figure 349. South wall of Shed,  Barn (2007). 

 

Figure 351. Ceiling of Shed, Barn (2007). 
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Figure 352. Stairs located below D111 in Shed, Barn (2007). 

Figure 353. Loft of Barn (2007). 
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GUEST HOUSE 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Guest House is a wood-framed, single-story, 

compound plan with projections from the principal 

mass on the northeast corner and south elevation of 

the building. The overall dimensions of this building 

measure 42 feet wide (north-south direction) by 31 

feet deep (west-east direction) (Figure 358). The Guest 

House originated as a rear-facing L-shaped plan and 

consisted of two rooms: the Living Room and the 

South Bedroom. The overall dimensions of this section 

of the building measure 20 feet 6 inches wide (north-

south direction) by 23 feet 6 inches deep (west-east 

direction). An addition was constructed in 1951 on the 

east elevation of the structure, which added the 

Bathroom, North Bedroom and Closet. The 

dimensions of the Bathroom and North Bedroom 

section measure 22 feet wide (north-south direction) 

by 11 feet deep (west-east direction). The Closet 

addition, located on the northeast corner of the 

Bathroom/North Bedroom addition, measures 7 feet 6 

inches wide (north-south direction) by 9 feet deep 

(west-east direction). The Kitchen, built in 1952, was 

the final addition to the Guest House and was 

constructed on the south elevation of the building. The 

Kitchen measures 9 feet wide (north-south direction) 

by 7 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction). 

Foundation 

The Guest House rests on a brick foundation. 

Siding 

The Guest House is sided with unpainted, wooden 

shingles laid in a coursed pattern on all four elevations 

(Figures 354, 355, 356, 357). George K. Higgins notes 

on page 132 of his journal that the “addition [1951 

Bathroom/North Bedroom/Closet Addition] was 

shingled using the white cedar shingles in place of split 

Cypress Virginia shingles originally used when the 

Guest House was built in 1929.” It is unknown if the 

shingles noted are those presently on the Guest House. 

Doorways 

Four doorways punctuate the Guest House’s exterior: 

D101 in the west elevation, D1102 and D103, located 

in the south elevation, D104 in the east elevation, and 

no doorways in the north elevation.  For the location 

of each doorway, refer to Figure 358. Dimensions and 

descriptions of each of the doorways are listed in Table 

17.  

Windows 

Fifteen windows fenestrate the Guest House. There 

are four windows in the west elevation (W101, W102, 

W103, and W104), four windows in the south 

elevation (W105, W106, W107, and W108), five 

windows in the east elevation (W109, W110, W111, 

W112, and W113), and two windows in the north 

elevation (W114 and W115). For the location of each 

window, refer to Figure 358. Detailed descriptions of 

each window can be found in Table 18. 

Roof and Gutter System 

The Guest House roofing system consists of a series of 

intersecting gable roofs. The original section of the 

building, comprised of the Living Room and South 

Bedroom, consists of two intersecting gable roofs. The 

roof over the Living Room is a north-south gable roof 

and has a medium pitch. The roof over the South 

Bedroom is a west-east gable roof, also with a medium 

pitch, that intersects the roof over the Living Room at 

a 90-degree angle on its southern end, resulting in the 

L-shaped plan of the original structure.  

The 1951 addition added the Bathroom, North 

Bedroom, and Closet. The roof covering the Bathroom 

and North Bedroom is a north-south gable roof and 

intersects the roof over the South Bedroom at a 90-

degree angle. The Closet, constructed on the northeast 

corner of the Guest House, is covered with a south-

facing, medium-pitched saltbox roof that intersects the
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TABLE 17. GUEST HOUSE DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number 

Width Height Description 

D101 29 ½ inches 77 inches D101 is located in the west elevation of the Guest House and 
provides access to the Living Room (Figure 359). D101 is hung 
with a wooden batten door constructed of beaded board and is 
painted red.  This door has an iron thumb latch for hardware 
with no apparent locking mechanism (Figure 360). D101 is cased 
with flat 5 ¼ inch wooden boards on the top, right, and left sides 
that are also painted red. There is a threshold at the bottom of 
D101 that measures 3 ¾ inches wide (Figure 361). 

D102 27 inches 75 inches D102 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House and 
provides access to the Kitchen (Figure 362). D102 is hung with a 
Dutch door. The upper half of the Dutch door consists of 9 fixed 
lights; the lower half consists of 2 raised wooden panels. This 
door is painted red with much of the finish worn off due to 
environmental conditions. The door hardware is located on the 
upper half of the door and consists of an iron pull and two 
embedded deadbolt locking mechanisms (Figure 363). D102 is 
cased on the top, right and left sides with flat, wooden boards 
that measure 4 ½ inches wide and are painted red. Located on 
the ground next to D102 is a shutter door that appears to fit this 
doorway. The measurements of this shutter door are 27 inches 
wide by 75 inches tall. The threshold of D102 measures ¾ inch 
tall. 

D103 28 inches 78 ½ inches D103 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House and 
provides access to the South Bedroom (Figure 364). D103 is 
hung with two doors, one exterior door and one interior door. 
The exterior door is a wooden batten door constructed of 6 
unpainted, flush vertical flat boards. The hardware on this door 
is a wooden doorknob pull and a modern metal imbedded 
deadbolt locking mechanism (Figure 365). The interior door is 
also a batten door and is constructed of wooden beaded boards 
that are finished with red paint. The interior door does not have 
any hardware facing the exterior door. Located on the top, right, 
and left sides of D103 is a casing comprised of 4 ½ inch , flat, 
wooden boards finished in red paint. Also located on top of 
D103 is a small and shallow shed roof. There is a white wooden 
screen door with two screen panels (one on the top and one on 
the bottom) located on the floor of the South Bedroom that 
appears to be fitted for D103. The threshold of D103 measures 1 
¼ inch tall. 

D104 33 ½ inches 72 inches D104 is located in the east elevation of the Guest House and 
provides access to the Closet (Figure 366). D104 is hung with a 
wooden batten door constructed of 3 unpainted, flush vertical 
flat boards. The exterior hardware on this door consists of an 
iron circle door pull, a modern metal embedded deadbolt, and 2 
metal strap hinges on the northern end of the door (Figure 367). 
D104 is cased on the top, bottom, right and left sides with flat, 
wooden boards that measure 4 ½ inches wide and are painted 
red. The threshold of D104 measures 1 ¼ inches tall. 
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roof over the new North Bedroom at a 90-degree 

angle. The 1952 Kitchen addition stands on the 

southern elevation of the Guest House with a medium-

pitched, north-south gable roof, the same direction of 

the roof over the Living Room.  

The gutter system on the Guest House is comprised of 

wooden gutters held in place by wooden brackets 

(Figure 381). There are 7 downspouts on the exterior 

of the Guest House (Figure 382). Starting on the west 

elevation and moving in a counterclockwise direction, 

the downspouts are in the following locations: 

northwest corner of Closet, northwest corner of 

Living Room, southwest corner of Kitchen, southeast 

corner of Kitchen, southeast corner of South 

Bedroom, middle of east elevation, and the southeast 

corner of Closet. The gutters, brackets, and 

downspouts are finished in red paint. 

Chimneys 

There are two chimneys on the exterior of the Guest 

House. One chimney is located on the southern end of 

the east elevation, on the exterior gable wall of the 

South Bedroom (Figure 383). This chimney is a straight 

stack from the ground up, has two courses of 

corbelling at the top of the stack, and metal flashing at 

the chimney roof junction. The second chimney is 

located on the western end of the north elevation, 

opposite the interior north wall of the Living Room 

(Figure 384). This chimney is an exterior fireplace 

chimney constructed with a broad base that narrows as 

it extends upwards with two courses of corbelling at 

the top and metal flashing at the chimney roof 

junction. On the lower east side of this chimney, stone 

patching repairs are evident. Both chimneys consist of 

a red brick and mortar laid in a running bond. 

Painted Finishes 

The majority of the Guest House is unpainted with the 

exception of the following: ridge board of the roof, 

rake boards, corner posts, gutters, gutter brackets, 

downspouts, window trim and shutters, door trim and 

the doors hung within D101 and D102.

.

TABLE 18. GUEST HOUSE WINDOW DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101 18 inches 22 ½ 
inches 

W101 is located in the west elevation of the Guest House and punctuates the 
interior west wall of the North Bedroom (Figure 368). W101 contains of a 
two-over-two sash fixed window. Each pane of glass measures 8 inches wide 
by 10 inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ inch 
wide by ¼ inch deep. There are 4 ½ inch wide, flat, wooden boards that case 
W101 on the top, right and left sides, and the sill measures 1 ½ inches tall. 
Two wooden batten shutters are located on the exterior of W101 and both 
measure 10 inches wide by 22 ½ inches tall and have two metal strap hinges 
located on the top and bottom. The muntins, casing, sill and shutters are 
finished with red paint. 

W102 
and 
W103 

22 inches 38 inches W102 and W103 are in the west elevation of the Guest House and both open 
into the interior of the Living Room (Figure 369). W102 and W103 contain 
three-over-three double hung sash windows. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ 
inches wide by 7 ½ inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and 
measure ¾ inch wide by ½ inch deep. Both windows are surrounded by 4 ½ 
inch, flat, wooden board casing on the top, right and left sides. The sills 
measure 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters located on the 
exterior of each window. All four shutters measure 11 inches wide by 38 
inches tall. Each shutter has two metal strap hinges located on the top and 
bottom. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red paint. 
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Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W104 38 inches 34 inches W104 is located in the west elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the Kitchen (Figure 370). W104 contains a double casement 
window with a diamond leaded glazing pattern. Each diamond section 
measures 5 inches wide by 6 ½ inches tall. There are no muntins located 
within W104. The wood casing surrounding the top, right, and left sides 
ofW104 consists of flat boards that measure 4 ½ inches wide. The sill of W104 
measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters located on 
the exterior of W104: the northern shutter measures 18 ½ inches wide by 34 
inches tall, the southern shutter measures 19 ½ inches wide by 34 inches tall. 
Both shutters are held open against the west elevation by two iron shutter 
dogs. The shutter, casing, and sill are all finished with red paint. 

W105 n/a n/a W105 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House at the gable peak of 
the original section of the house that was constructed in 1929 (Figure 371). 
W105 was not accessible and therefore measurements could not be taken. 
W105 has a wooden batten shutter on the exterior that is held in place by two 
metal turn locks on the right and left sides. The shutter, casing, and sill are all 
finished with red paint. 

W106 22 inches 38 inches W106 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the Living Room (Figure 372). W106 contains a three-over-three 
double hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 
½ inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measures ¾ inch 
wide by ½ inch deep. The casing that surrounds W106 on the top, right and 
left sides measures 4 ½ inches. The sill is 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two 
wooden batten shutters on the exterior of W106. Both shutters measure 11 
inches wide by 38 inches tall. There are metal strap hinges located at the top 
and bottom of the western shutter and one metal strap hinge located at the 
top of the eastern shutter (the bottom metal strap hinge of eastern shutter is 
missing). The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red paint. 

W107 24 inches 20 inches W107 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House and punctuates the 
interior south wall of the South Bedroom (Figure 373). W107 contains a two-
over-two sash fixed window. Each pane of glass measures 8 inches wide by 10 
inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ inch wide 
by ¼ inch deep. There are 4 ½ inch wide, flat, wooden boards that case W107 
on the top, right and left sides, and the sill measures 1 ½ inches tall. There is 
one wooden batten shutter located on the exterior of W107 with two iron 
strap hinges on the right side of the shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and 
shutters are finished with red paint. 

W108 19 ½ 
inches 

24 ½ 
inches 

W108 is located in the south elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the Closet. W108 contains a two-over-two fixed sash window. 
Each pane of glass measures 7 ¾ inches wide by 9 ¾ inches tall. The muntins 
have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ inch wide by ¼ inch deep. There are 
4 ½ inch wide, flat, wooden boards that case W108 on the top, right and left 
sides, and the sill measures 1 ½ inches tall. There is a wooden batten shutter 
that is located on the exterior of W108 with two iron strap hinges located on 
the left side of the shutter. The muntins, casing, sill and shutter are finished 
with red paint. 
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Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W109 19 inches 23 ½ 
inches 

W109 is located in the east elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the Kitchen (Figure 374). W109 contains a three-over-three double 
hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ 
inches tall. The muntins on W109 have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ 
inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing surrounding the top, right and left sides 
ofW109 consists of 4 ½ inch wide, flat, wooden boards. The sill measures 1 ¾ 
inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters located on the exterior of 
W109, both measuring 11 inches wide by 37 ¾ inches tall. There are two iron 
strap hinges located on each shutter, one the top and one on the bottom. The 
muntins, casing, sill, and shutters are finished with red paint. 

W110 19 inches 24 inches W110 is located in the east elevation of the Guest House and punctuates the 
interior of the east wall of the South Bedroom (Figure 375). W110 contains a 
two-over-two fixed sash window. Each pane of glass measures 8 inches wide 
by 9 ½ inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ½ inch 
wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds the top, left, and right sides of 
W110 consists of flat, wooden boards that measure 4 ½ inches wide. The sill 
of W110 measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There is a single wooden batten shutter 
located on the exterior of W110 with two iron strap hinges on the left side of 
the shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red paint. 

W111 21 ¼ 
inches 

38 inches W111 is located in the east elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the Bathroom (Figure 376). W111 contains a three-over-three 
double hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 
½ inches tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles that measure ½ inch 
wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds W111 consists of 4 ½ inch, 
flat, wooden boards on the top, right, and left sides. The sill of W111 
measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters on the 
exterior of W111. Both shutters measure 11 inches wide by 37 ¾ inches tall. 
There are two iron strap hinges located on the top and bottom of each 
shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red paint. 

W112 21 ¼ 
inches 

38 inches W112 is located in the east elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the North Bedroom (Figure 377). W112 contains a three-over-
three double hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide 
by 7 ½ inches tall. The muntins have a flat, angular profile and measure ½ inch 
wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds the top, right, and left sides of 
W112 consists of 4 ½ inch, flat, wooden boards. The sill of W112 measures 1 
¾ inches tall. W112 has two wooden batten exterior shutters. The southern 
shutter measures 11 inches wide by 37 ¾ tall; the northern shutter measures 
11 ¼ inches wide by 37 ¾ inches tall. There are two iron strap hinges located 
on the top and bottom of each shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters 
are finished with red paint. 

W113 22 ¼ 
inches 

37 ½ 
inches 

W113 is in the east elevation of the Guest House and opens in the interior of 
the North Bedroom (Figure 378). W113 contains a three-over-three double 
hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ 
inches tall. The muntins of W113 have flat, angular profiles and measure 1 
inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds the top, right, and left 
sides of W113 consists of 4 ½ inch, flat, wooden boards. The sill of W113 
measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters located on 
the exterior of W113. The southern shutter measures 10 ¾ inches wide by 37 
½ inches tall; the northern shutter measures 11 ¼ inches wide by 37 ½ inches 
tall. There are two iron strap hinges located on the top and bottom of each 
shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red paint. 
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Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W114 11 ¾ 
inches 

39 ¾ 
inches 

W114 is located in the north elevation of the Guest House and punctuates the 
interior north wall of the Closet (Figure 379). W114 is a fixed transom 
window with 6 lights. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 ½ 
inches tall. The muntins of W114 have flat, angular profiles and measure ¾ 
inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds the right and left sides of 
W114 consists of flat wooden boards that measure 4 ½ inches wide. The top 
casing of W114 also consists of a flat, wooden board and measures 4 inches 
wide. The sill of W114 measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There is a screen with a 1 ½ 
inch wide wooden frame that covers the exterior of W114. 

W115 22 ¼ 
inches 

38 ¼ 
inches 

W115 is located in the north elevation of the Guest House and opens into the 
interior of the North Bedroom (Figure 380). W115 is a three-over-three 
double hung sash window. Each pane of glass measures 5 ½ inches wide by 7 
½ inches tall. The muntins of W115 have flat, angular profiles and measure ¾ 
inch wide by ¼ inch deep. The casing that surrounds the top, right, and left 
sides of W115 consists of flat, wooden boards that measure 4 ½ inches wide. 
The sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall. There are two wooden batten shutters 
located on the exterior of W115. The eastern shutter measures 11 inches wide 
by 37 ¾ inches tall; the western shutter measures 11 ¼ inches wide by 37 ¾ 
inches tall. There are two iron strap hinges located on the top and bottom of 
each shutter. The muntins, casing, sills and shutters are finished with red 
paint. 

 

Figure 354. West elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 355. South elevation, Guest 

House (OCLP, 2010). 
 

Figure 357. North elevation, Guest 

House (OCLP, 2010). 

 

Figure 356. East elevation, Guest 

House (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 358. Floor plan of Guest House showing the locations of doorways and windows and the two periods of alterations in 

1951 and 1952. Drawing not to scale (Laham, 2007). 
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Figure 360. Iron thumb latch on door within D101, west 

elevation, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 361. Threshold located within D101, west elevation, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 359. D101 in east elevation, Guest House 

(2007). 
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Figure 363. Hardware on door within D102, south 

elevation, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 365. Hardware on door within D103, south elevation, 

Guest House (2007). 

Figure 364. D103 in south elevation, Guest 

House (2007). 

Figure 362. D102 in south elevation, Guest 

House (2007). 
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Figure 367. Hardware on door within D104, east elevation, 

Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 366. D104 in east elevation, Guest House 

(2007). 

Figure 368. W101 in west elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010).
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Figure 369. W102 and W103 in west elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 370. W104 in west elevation, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 372. W106 in south elevation, Guest House 

(OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 371. W105 in south elevation, Guest House 

(OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 373. W107 in south elevation, Guest House 

(OCLP, 2010). 
Figure 374. W109 in east elevation, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 375. W110 in east elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 376. W111 in east elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 377. W112 in east elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 380. W115 located in north elevation, Guest 

House (OCLP, 2010). 
Figure 378. W113 in east elevation, Guest House 

(OCLP, 2010). 

Figure 379. W114 in north elevation, Guest House (OCLP, 2010). 
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Figure 381. Gutter on north elevation, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 383. Chimney on southern end of east elevation, Guest 

House (2007). 

Figure 382. Downspout on exterior northeast corner of 

the Closet, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 384. Chimney on north elevation, Guest House (2007). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS 

The room names are derived from the 1973 drawing by 

F. C. Pearce. 

Cellar 

The cellar was inaccessible at the time of the site visit 

and a detailed interior description will not be included 

in this report. 

Entry 

The Entry is a one-story, single room located slightly 

off center on the west elevation of the Guest House. 

The Entry is flanked by the exterior of the Guest 

House to the west, Kitchen to the south, the Hallway 

to the east, and the Living Room to the north. This 

area is a perfect square, measuring approximately 4 

feet 6 inches on all four sides. The Entry serves as the 

main access point to the interior of the Guest House 

and contains doorway D101. The Entry flooring 

material consists of red brick, with the courses running 

in a west-east direction (Figure 385). The south, east, 

and north walls are composed of horizontal wooden 

boards finished with white paint. The boards are of 

varying widths and measure between 11 ½ inches and 

19 ¼ inches wide (Figure 386). The west side of the 

Entry area is completely open and exposed to the 

exterior of the Guest House. There are no windows in 

the Entry area.  The ceiling is constructed of plaster 

finished in white paint. In the southeast corner of the 

ceiling, there is a single hanging pendant lamp (Figure 

387). Several wooden pegs are affixed on the walls: one 

on the south wall, and three on the east wall (Figure 

388). 

Living Room 

The Living Room is a one-story, single room located in 

the western half of the Guest House. This room is 

surrounded by the exterior of the Guest House to the 

west, the Entry, the Hallway and the exterior of the 

Guest House to the south, the South Bedroom, Bath, 

and North Bedroom to the east, and the exterior of the 

Guest House to the north. The overall dimensions of 

this room are 20 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 12 feet 6 inches deep (west-east 

direction). The Living Room is accessed through four 

separate doorways: D101 and D105 located in the 

south wall, and D106 and D107 in the east wall. The 

flooring material of the Living Room consists of wide, 

wooden boards of varying lengths running in a north-

south direction and finished in a mustard yellow paint 

with splatters of white, green, red, and brown paint 

(Figure 389). There is a large hole in the northeast 

corner of the floor next to the threshold of D107 

(Figure 390). 

The west, south, and east walls in the Living Room are 

primarily constructed of unpainted tongue and groove 

wooden siding, varying in both size and direction. The 

west wall is composed of tongue and groove wooden 

siding laid in a horizontal direction and the exposed 

posts and girts of the post and girt framing (Figure 

391). The south wall is composed of wooden siding on 

the east end of the wall and D105 and D106 in the west 

end of the wall. The siding on the east end of the south 

wall is tongue and groove wooden siding and is laid in 

a vertical direction. D105 and D106, located in the 

west end of the south wall, provide access to the 

Hallway and the Entry respectively (Figure 392). The 

east wall of the Living Room has vertical tongue and 

groove wooden siding on the south end of the wall and 

horizontal tongue and groove siding on the center and 

north end of the wall (Figure 393). The east wall also 

contains D106 and D107 that lead into the interior of 

the South Bedroom and North Bedroom respectively. 

The north wall of the Living Room is different from 

the west, south, and east walls and is composed of 

built-in cabinets on the west and east ends of the wall, 

a brick fireplace in the lower half of the center of the 

wall, and an unpainted, white plaster wall on the upper 

half of the center of the wall (Figure 394).  

There are three interior doorways located within the 

Living Room of the Guest House: D105 located in the 

south wall that provides access to the Hallway, and 

D106 and D107 in the east wall providing access to the 

South Bedroom and North Bedroom respectively. 
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D105 measures 26 inches wide by 77 ¼ inches tall. This 

doorway is hung with an unpainted, wooden batten 

door, is cased with 3 ¾ inch, flat wooden boards on the 

top, right and left sides, and has a threshold that rises 

¼ inch tall (Figure 395). D106 measures 25 ½ inches 

wide by 73 ½ inches tall and has a ½ inch tall threshold. 

This doorway is hung with an unpainted, wooden 4-

paneled door with the panels raised facing the Living 

Room and recessed facing the South Bedroom. The 

top of this door also has 3 fixed lights fitted with 

bullseye glass panes that measure 5 ½ inches wide by 7 

½ inches tall. Facing the Living Room, this doorway is 

cased with 3 ¾ inch molded trim and equipped with an 

iron thumb latch (Figure 396). The third interior 

doorway in the Living Room, D107, is also located in 

the east wall and provides access to the North 

Bedroom. This doorway measures 27 ½ inches wide by 

73 ¾ inches tall and has a 1 ½ inch tall threshold. D107 

is hung with an unpainted, wooden 6-paneled door 

with the panels raised facing the Living Room and 

recessed facing the North Bedroom. Facing the Living 

Room, D107 is cased with 3 ¾ inch molded trim and 

fitted with an iron thumb latch (Figure 397). 

There are three windows that punctuate the interior 

walls of the Living Room: two in the west wall (W102 

and W103) and one in the south wall (W106). Refer to 

the Current Description, Guest House, Exterior 

Elements – Windows section of this report for detailed 

descriptions of each window. All three windows have 

the same molded interior trim that measures 4 ½ 

inches wide (Figure 398). The ceiling in the Living 

Room is constructed of unpainted white plaster and 

the exposed beams and girts of the post and girt 

framing (Figure 399).  

There are several special features  in the Living Room. 

One is the fireplace, located in the north wall. The 

fireplace has two openings: the firebox, which is a large 

square opening measuring 48 ¾ inches wide by 31 ¾ 

inches tall; and an arched-top opening, likely used for 

the storage of wood, measuring 17 inches wide by 16 ½ 

inches tall. The hearth of the fireplace is constructed of 

red brick with the courses laid in a west-east direction 

(Figure 400).  Located above the fireplace is an 

unpainted wooden shelf that measures 66 inches long 

by 6 inches deep (Figure 401). As previously 

mentioned, there are two built-in cabinets on the 

north wall that flank the right and left sides of the 

fireplace. The built-in located to the left of the 

fireplace consists of 7 interior shelves. This built-in 

cabinet has one, unpainted, 3-paneled wooden door 

on its lower half and no door on the upper half (Figure 

402). The built-in cabinet located to the right of the 

fireplace is similar to the cabinet on the left, with the 

exception of a door located on the upper half of the 

right cabinet. This door consists of 12 lights, with each 

pane of glass measuring 3 inches wide by 4 inches tall 

(Figure 403). On the west wall of the Living Room 

there is a small built-in cabinet located on the south 

end of the wall. This cabinet consists of 3 shelves and 

has a door constructed of the same unpainted tongue 

and groove horizontal siding observed on the west wall 

(Figure 404). 

South Bedroom 

The South Bedroom is a one-story, single room 

located in the southeast corner of the Guest House. 

This room is surrounded by the Living Room to the 

west, the exterior of the Guest House to the south and 

east, and the Bath to the north. The South Bedroom 

measures 9 feet wide (north-south direction) by 11 feet 

deep (west-east direction). This room is accessed 

through 2 interior doorways and 1 exterior doorway: 

D106 in the west wall (interior), D109 in the north wall 

(interior), and D103 in the south wall (exterior). The 

flooring material of the South Bedroom is similar to 

that observed in the Living Room, consisting of wide 

wooden boards of varying lengths finished in a 

mustard yellow paint with splatters of white, green, 

red, and brown paint. However, the floor boards in the 

South Bedroom run in a west-east direction, unlike 

those of the Living Room that run in a north-south 

direction (Figure 405). 

The west, east, and north walls in the South Bedroom 

are similar in construction and materials to the Living 
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Room. These three walls are constructed of unpainted, 

vertical tongue and groove wooden siding of varying 

lengths (Figure 406). The south wall is constructed of 

unpainted, horizontal tongue and groove siding on the 

lower three-fourths of the wall and plaster on the 

upper one-fourth of the wall (Figure 407). The west, 

south, and north walls are punctuated with three 

doorways respectively. Cased girts and beams of the 

structural framing system are exposed on the west, 

south, east, and north walls (Figure 408).  

As previously described, three doorways are located 

within the South Bedroom. D106 is located in the 

north end of the west wall that leads into the interior 

of the Living Room (described above) (Figure 409). 

D109 is located in the center of the north wall that 

leads to the interior of the Bath and measures 

approximately 25 ¼ inches wide by 78 ¼ inches tall 

and is hung with an unpainted, 6-paneled door, with 

the panels raised facing the South Bedroom and 

recessed facing the Bath (Figure 410). The threshold 

rises ¼ inch and the door is equipped with an iron 

thumb latch (Figure 411). D103 is located in the west 

end of the south wall and leads to the exterior of the 

Guest House.  For a detailed description, refer to the 

Current Description, Guest House, Exterior Elements 

– Doorways section of this report.  

There are two windows located in the South Bedroom, 

one in the south wall (W107) and one in the east wall 

(W110). Detailed descriptions of these windows can be 

found in the Current Description, Guest House, 

Exterior Elements – Windows section of this report. 

Both windows have the same molded interior trim that 

measures 4 inches wide (Figure 412). The ceiling in the 

South Bedroom is composed of plaster. Exposed 

beams and girts cased with beaded boards of the post 

and girt framing are on the perimeters of the ceiling 

(Figure 413).  

There are three built-in cabinets in the South Bedroom 

of the Guest House. One is located in the upper half of 

the north end of the east wall. This unit has three 

interior shelves and is covered with a wooden, vertical 

tongue and groove sided door that is flush with the 

surrounding wall (Figure 414). Two additional built-in 

cabinets are located on the upper half of the west end 

of the north wall. There are no interior shelving units 

in these cabinets and, similar to the built-in cabinet on 

the east wall, both are covered with a wooden, vertical 

tongue and groove sided door that is flush with the 

surrounding wall (Figure 415). 

Bath 

The Bath is a one-story, single room located in the 

center of the east half of the Guest House. Located to 

the west is the Living Room, to the south is the South 

Bedroom, to the east is the exterior of the Guest 

House, and to the north is the North Bedroom. The 

Bath is rectangular in shape and measures 6 feet wide 

(north-south direction) by 11 feet deep (west-east 

direction). This room is accessed through two 

doorways: D109, located in the south wall, and D110, 

located in the north wall. 

The flooring materials in the Bath consist of cream-

colored and black vinyl asbestos tiles, laid in a 

checkered pattern (Figure 416). With the exception of 

the west wall, the walls in the Bath are finished with 

heather gray/blue masonite sheets designed with a tile 

pattern on the lower three-quarters of the wall, and 

butterfly patterned wallpaper on the upper one-

quarter of the wall (Figure 417). A mint green ceramic 

shower tub spans the length of the entire west wall and 

rises approximately one quarter the height of the west 

wall. The upper three quarters of the west wall consists 

of heather gray/blue masonite sheeting with no pattern 

(Figure 418).  

D109 is located in the western half of the south wall 

and provides access to the South Bedroom (described 

above), and D110 is located in the eastern half of the 

north wall and provides access to the North Bedroom 

(described below). There is one window (W111) 

located in the Bath and it is placed in the center of the 

east wall. For a detailed description, refer to the 

Current Description, Guest House, Exterior Elements 

– Windows section of this report. The interior trim 
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that surrounds this window measures 3 ¾ inches wide 

(Figure 419).  

The ceiling is constructed of drywall finished in white 

paint and has a hanging light placed in the center 

(Figure 420). Special features in the bathroom include: 

a mint green ceramic shower tub located on the west 

wall, a mint green ceramic console table sink located 

on the south wall (Figure 421), and a mint green 

ceramic toilet located on the north wall (Figure 422). 

North Bedroom 

The North Bedroom is a one-story, single room 

located in the north end of the eastern half of the 

Guest House. The North Bedroom is flanked by the 

Living Room and exterior of the Guest House on the 

west side, the Bath on the south side, the exterior of 

the Guest House on the east side, and the Closet and 

exterior of the Guest House on the north side. The 

North Bedroom is rectangular in shape and measures 

16 feet 6 inches wide (north-south direction) by 11 feet 

deep (west-east direction). The North Bedroom is 

accessed through three interior doorways: D107, 

located in the west wall, D110, located in the south 

wall, and D111, located in the east wall.  

The flooring consists of unpainted, wide wooden 

boards of varying lengths that run in a north-south 

direction (Figure 423). All four walls are similar in 

construction, with the bottom half of the wall 

composed of horizontal, unpainted tongue and groove 

wooden siding and the top half of the walls composed 

of white plaster (Figure 424). The west wall is 

punctuated by D107 on its south end, the south wall is 

punctuated by D110 on its east end, and the east wall is 

punctuated by D111 on its north end. The North 

Bedroom has cased exposed girts and beams from the 

structural framing system. A small built-in cabinet is 

located in the west end of the south wall, in the lower 

half of the wall (Figure 425).  

As previously described, three doorways are located 

within the North Bedroom and provide access to the 

Living Room, Bath, and Closet respectively. D107, 

located in the south end of the west wall, provides 

access to the interior of Living Room (described 

above). The trim surrounding D107 on the North 

Bedroom side measures 3 ¾ inches wide. D110 is 

located in the east end of the south wall, provides 

access to the interior of the Bath, and measures 28 

inches wide by 76 ¾ inches tall. D110 is hung with an 

unpainted, 6-paneled door with the panels raised on 

the North Bedroom side and recessed facing the Bath 

(Figure 426). The hardware on this door is an iron 

thumb latch (Figure 427). The threshold of D110 rises 

1 inch tall and the trim surround measures 3 ½ inches 

wide. The third doorway, D111, is located in the north 

end of the east wall and provides access to the interior 

of the Closet. D111 measures 28 inches wide by 77 

inches tall and is hung with an unpainted, 4-paneled 

door with the panels raised on the North Bedroom 

side and recessed facing the Closet side (Figure 428). 

This door is equipped with an iron thumb latch (Figure 

429). The threshold of D111 rises 1 inch tall and the 

trim surround measures 3 ¾ inches wide.  

There are four windows  in the North Bedroom: one 

located in the west wall (W101); two windows located 

in the east wall (W112 and W113), and one located in 

the north wall (W115). For detailed description of 

these four windows, refer to the Current Description, 

Guest House, Exterior Elements – Windows section of 

this report. The interior molded trim that surrounds all 

four windows are the same and measure 

approximately 3 ¾ inches wide (Figure 430). The 

ceiling in the North Bedroom is composed of plaster 

with a stucco-like finish, as well as the cased exposed 

beams and girts of the post and girt framing system 

(Figure 431).  

Closet 

The Closet is a one-story, single room located on the 

northeast corner of the Guest House. This room is 

surrounded by the exterior of the Guest House on the 

south, east, and north sides, and half on the west side. 

Located on the other half of the west side is the North 

Bedroom. The room is square and measures 
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approximately 7 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 8 feet 6 inches deep (west-east direction). 

This room is accessed in two ways: through an interior 

doorway, D111, located in the west wall of the Closet 

that leads into North Bedroom, and through a second 

interior doorway, D112, located in the east wall that 

opens into a stairwell leading to the basement of the 

Guest House.  

The Closet flooring consists of unpainted, wide 

wooden boards of varying lengths that run in north-

south direction (Figure 432). All four walls (west, 

south, east, and north) in the Closet are composed of 

unpainted, vertical tongue and groove wooden siding 

(Figure 433). D111 and D112 punctuate the south ends 

of the west and east walls respectively. D111 provides 

access to the interior of the North Bedroom (described 

above). The second doorway located in the Closet, 

D112, punctuates the south end of the east wall. 

Measurements of this doorway could not be taken due 

to the inaccessibility of this area of the Closet. D112 is 

hung with an unpainted, 4-paneled door with the 

panels raised on the Closet side and is equipped with 

an iron thumb latch (Figure 434). 

There are two windows located in the Closet: W108, 

located in the south wall and W114, located in the 

north wall. For a detailed description of both of these 

windows, refer to the Current Description, Guest 

House, Exterior Elements – Windows section of this 

report. The molded trim surrounding W108 measures 

3 ¾ inches wide (Figure 435) and the trim on W114 

could not be accessed for measurements. The ceiling in 

the Closet is composed of white plaster with a stucco-

like finish (Figure. 436). 

Hallway 

The Hallway is located on the south end of the Living 

Room and is a one-story, single room that connects the 

Living Room to the Kitchen. Located to the west is the 

Entry, to the south is the Kitchen, to the east and north 

is the Living Room. The Hallway measures 5 feet 6 

inches wide (north-south direction) by 4 feet deep 

(west-east direction). The Hallway is accessed through 

two interior doorways: D105 that leads into the 

interior of Living Room and D113 that leads into the 

interior of the Kitchen.  

The Hallway flooring is a continuation of that found in 

the Living Room, consisting of wide, wooden boards 

of varying length that run in a north-south direction, 

finished in a mustard yellow paint with splatters of 

white, green, red, and brown paint (Figure 437).  

D105 is in the north wall and D113 is in the south wall 

and the west and east walls are constructed of the same 

unpainted, tongue and groove wooden vertical siding 

found in the Living Room (Figure 438). D113 measures 

27 ¼ inches wide by 75 ¼ inches tall and has a ¼ inch 

tall threshold. There is no door hung within this 

doorway. D105 is described above. There are no 

windows located in the Hallway. 

The ceiling of the Hallway is constructed of unpainted 

white plaster. There are also 4 wooden pegs nailed on a 

flat wooden board located two-thirds up the west wall 

of the Hallway (Figure 439). 

Kitchen 

The Kitchen is a one-story, single room located on the 

southwest corner of the Guest House.  To the west, 

south, and east of the Kitchen is the exterior of the 

Guest House. This room is rectangular in shape and 

measures approximately 9 feet wide (north-south 

direction) by 8 feet deep (west-east direction). The 

Kitchen is accessed through two doorways: one 

exterior doorway, D102, located in the south wall and 

one interior doorway, D113, located in the north wall. 

The floor in the Kitchen is covered in rolled linoleum 

with a brick pattern design (Figure 440). The west, 

south, east, and north walls in the Kitchen are covered 

in masonite. The top half of the walls are covered in 

ice-blue colored masonite sheeting and the bottom 

half of the walls are covered in a slightly lighter blue 

masonite sheeting with a tile pattern design (Figure 

441). Also located on the bottom of the walls are black 

masonite baseboards. Cabinets and appliances occupy 
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the length of the lower half of the west wall and 

include an oven and a built-in refrigerator (Figure 

442). As previously mentioned, D102 and D113 

punctuate the east ends of the south and north walls 

respectively, and there is one built-in cabinet unit 

located in the center of the north wall.  

D113 leads into the interior of the Hallway and 

measures 27 ¼ inches wide by 75 ¼ inches tall and has 

a threshold that rises ¼ inch tall. The molded trim that 

surrounds D113 and faces the interior of the Kitchen 

measures 3 ¾ inches wide (Figure 443). For a detailed 

description of the D102 on the east end of the south 

wall that leads to the exterior of the Guest House, refer 

to the Current Description, Guest House, Exterior 

Elements – Doorways section of this report. 

There are two windows located in the Kitchen: W104, 

located in the west wall and W109, located in the east 

wall. For a detailed description of both of these 

windows, refer to the Current Description, Guest 

House, Exterior Elements – Windows section of this 

report. The molded trim surrounding both W104 and 

W109 measures 3 ½ inches wide (Figure 444). The 

ceiling in the Kitchen is composed of drywall painted 

white (Figure 445).  

There are several special features in the Kitchen: a 

built-in drop table measuring 3 feet 10 inches long by 2 

feet deep located in the center of the east wall (Figure 

446), two shelving units located on the north side of 

the east wall (Figure 447), one shelving unit located on 

the south side of the east wall (Figure 448), a built-in 

cabinet in the north wall (Figure 449), and two 

shelving units located in the northeast corner of the 

room spanning the north side of the west wall and the 

west side of the north wall (Figure 450).

Figure 385. Floor of Entry, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 387. Ceiling of Entry, Guest House. Hanging pendant 

lamp in the southeast corner (2007). 

 

Figure 388. Wooden peg seen on south and east walls of 

Entry, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 386. South and east walls of Entry, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 389. Floor of Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 

 

Figure 391. West wall of Living Room, 

Guest House (2007). 

Figure 390. Large hole in northeast 

corner of floor in Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 
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Figure 392. South wall of Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 

Figure 393. East wall of Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 

 

Figure 394. North wall of Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 
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Figure 396. D106 in Living Room (leads into South 

Bedroom), Guest House (2007). 

Figure 395. D105 in Living Room (leads into Hallway), 

Guest House (2007). 

Figure 397. D107 in Living Room (leads into North 

Bedroom), Guest House (2007). 

Figure 398. Interior trim surrounding windows in Living Room, 

Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 399. Ceiling of Living Room, Guest 

House (2007). 

Figure 400. Fireplace in north wall of Living 

Room, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 401. Shelf above fireplace on north wall 

of Living Room, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 402. Built-in cabinet in west end of north wall in the 

Living Room, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 404. Built-in cabinet in south end of west wall in Living 

Room,  Guest House (2007). 

Figure 403. Built-in cabinet in east end of north 

wall in Living Room, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 406. East wall of South Bedroom, Guest 

House (2007). 

Figure 405. Floor of South Bedroom, Guest House 

(2007). 

Figure 407. South wall of South Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 409. D106 in South Bedroom (leads into Living 

Room),  Guest House (2007). 

Figure 410. D109 in South Bedroom (leads into Bath), Guest 

House (2007).

Figure 408. Example of cased girts and beams of the structural framing system exposed on all walls in the South 

Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 412. Example of interior window trim 

surrounding windows in South Bedroom, 

Guest House (2007). 

Figure 413. Example of exposed beams and 

girts cased with beaded boards of the post and 

girt framing seen on the perimeters of the 

ceiling in South Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 411. Iron thumb latch on door within D109 in South Bedroom, Guest House 

(2007). 
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Figure 414. Built-in cabinet in north end of east wall of 

South Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 415. Two built-in cabinets on west end of north wall in 

South Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 416. Floor of Bath, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 417. North wall of Bath, Guest House (2007). Figure 418. Northwest corner of Bath, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 419. Interior window trim of W111 of Bath, Guest House (2007). 
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 Figure 422. Toilet on north wall of Bath, Guest House (2007). Figure 421. Console table sink on south wall of Bath, 

Guest House (2007). 

Figure 420. Hanging light in center of ceiling of Bath, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 423. Floor of North Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 424. West wall of North Bedroom, Guest House 

(2007). 

Figure 425. Built-in cabinet in lower half of west end of 

south wall in North Bedroom, Guest House. 
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Figure 427. Iron thumb latch on North Bedroom side of 

door located within D110, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 428. Door located within D111, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 426. D110 in North Bedroom (leads into 

Bath), Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 429. Iron thumb latch on door 

within D111, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 430. Example of interior window trim 

on windows in North Bedroom, Guest House 

(2007). 

 

Figure 431. Ceiling and exposed beams and girts of the framing system of North Bedroom, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 433. North wall of Closet, Guest House (2007). Figure 434. D112 in east wall of Closet, Guest House 

(2007). 

Figure 432. Floor of Closet, Guest House (2007). 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

 356 

 

 

Figure 435. Window trim on W108 

iof Closet, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 436. Ceiling of Closet, Guest 

House (2007). 

 

Figure 437. Floor of Hallway, Guest 

House (2007). 
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Figure 438. West wall of Hallway, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 439. Wooden pegs on west well of Hallway, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 441. South wall of Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 440. Floor of Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 442. Lower west wall of Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 443. D113 in north wall of Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 444. Window trim on W109 on east wall of 

Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 445. Ceiling of Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 447. Two shelving units on north side of east wall in 

Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

 

Figure 446. Built-in table on east wall of Kitchen, Guest 

House (2007). 

 

Figure 448. Shelving unit on south side of east wall in Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 
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Figure 449. Built-in cabinet in north wall in Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 

Figure 450. Built-in shelving units on northeast corner in Kitchen, Guest House (2007). 
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SUMMER HOUSE 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Summer House is a wood-framed, one-story, 

single room structure with a pyramidal hipped roof.  

The west and east elevations extend12 feet 1 inch and 

the north and south elevations extend 10 feet 1 inch 

(Figure 455). 

Foundation 

The Summer House rests on a concrete block 

foundation (Figure 456).  Each concrete block 

measures 15 inches long by 7 ½ inches deep.  There are 

8 blocks in total, 4 of which support the weight of one 

wall and 4 that support the weight of two walls. 

Siding 

The exterior siding on the lower half of all four 

elevations is horizontal wooden clapboards, 6 on each 

side with a 6 ½ inch exposure.  The upper half of each 

elevation consists of a window with awning-style 

wooden shutters constructed of plywood sheeting 

(Figures 451, 452, 453, and 454). 

Doorways 

One doorway, D101, accesses the interior of the 

Summer House and is located in the east elevation.  

For the location of this doorway, refer to Figure 455.  

Dimensions and a description of this doorway can be 

found in Table 19. 

Windows 

There are 8 windows in the Summer House: W101, 

W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, and W108.  

There are two windows located in the upper half of 

each elevation (Figure 460).  For the location of each 

window, refer to Figure 455.  Dimensions and 

description of the windows can be found in Table 20. 

Roof 

The Summer House is topped with a low, sloped, 

pyramidal hip roof.  The structural system of the roof 

is comprised of 4 double board hip rafters with 7 jack 

rafters in between on each side (Figure 464).  All 

rafters are exposed and notched into the wall plate.  

The eaves are wide at the roof-wall junction and have 

an open overhang that measures 15 inches on the 

north and south sides and 11 inches on the west and 

east sides (Figure 465).  The sheathing placed on top of 

the rafter is wooden bead boarding that measures 

approximately 3 ¾ inches wide including the ¼ inch 

bead.  The exterior roofing material is wooden 

shingles. 

Painted Finishes 

The entire exterior (corner boards, shutters, 

clapboarding) of the Summer House appears to have 

been painted red at one time, but due to environmental 

conditions, some of this paint is no longer extant.  The 

only components of the building’s exterior that appear 

to have never been painted are the wooden shingles 

that cover the roof. 

 

TABLE 19. SUMMER HOUSE DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number 

Width Height Description 

D101 31 ½ inches 86 inches D101 is located in the east elevation of the Summer House and 
provides access to the interior (Figure 457).  D101 contains a door 
constructed of 4 flush vertical batten boards and diagonal bracing.  
The hardware on the door is a modern imbedded metal deadbolt 
and a modern metal door pull (Figure 458).  There are three metal 
strap hinges located on the northern end of the door (Figure 459).  
D101 is cased on the right and left with 4 inch, flat, wooden boards.  
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TABLE 20. SUMMER HOUSE DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101, 
W102, 
W103, 
W104, 
W105, 
W106, 
W107, and 
W108 

52 inches 46 ½ inches W101 and W102 are located in the south elevation, W103 and 
W104 are located in the west elevation, W105 and W106 are 
located in the north elevation, and W107 and W108 are located in 
the east elevation.  These windows do not contain window sashes 
and are covered by awning-style exterior plywood shutters.  Each 
shutter measures 52 ½ inches wide by 48 inches tall.  On the top of 
each plywood shutter are two metal strap hinges (Figure 461).  
Additional window hardware consists of two turn locks located on 
the lower right and left sides of each shutter (Figure 462).  The sills 
located beneath each window are 1 ¾ inches deep by 1 ½ inches 
tall (Figure 263). 
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 Figure 452.  East elevation, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 451.  South elevation, Summer House (2007). 
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Figure 453.  North elevation, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 454.  West elevation, Summer House (2007). 

 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

366 

 

Figure 455.  Floor plan of Summer House showing locations of doorways and windows.  Drawing not to scale (Laham, 

2007). 
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Figure 457.  D101 in east elevation, Summer House (2007). Figure 458.  Embedded deadbolt lock and door pull on door 

located within D101 in east elevation, Summer House (2007).

Figure 456.  Concrete block foundation, Summer House (2007). 
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Figure 459.  Metal strap hinge on door within D101 

in east elevation, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 461.  Typical metal strap hinge found on shutter on exterior window, Summer 

House (2007).

Figure 460.  Four windows and shutters in the north 

and west elevation, Summer House (2007). 
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Figure 462.  Typical turn lock mechanism for shutters on exterior window, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 463.  Typical windowsill, Summer House (2007). 
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 Figure 465.  Wide eave and open overhang at roof-wall junction, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 464.  Roofing system, Summer House (2007). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS 

The Summer House is a one-story, single room 

structure and measures approximately 10 feet 1 inch 

on the north and south sides of the structure and 12 

feet 1 inch on the west and east sides of the structure.  

The interior of the Summer House is accessed through 

one doorway, D101, located in the east elevation of the 

building. 

The flooring materials in the Summer House consist of 

wooden floorboards that run in a north-south 

direction (Figure 466).  Each floor board is unpainted 

and measures approximately 3 ½ inches wide.  The 

south, west, and north walls are composed of the 

windows (W101, W102, W103, W104, W105, and 

W106) in the upper half of the walls and exposed 

framing and plywood sheeting on the bottom half of 

the walls (Figure 467).  The east wall is also 

constructed of two windows (W107 and W108) in the 

upper half of the wall and exposed framing and 

plywood sheeting on the bottom half of the wall.  The 

east wall contains a doorway, D101, located in the 

middle of the wall that leads to the exterior of the 

Summer House (Figure 468). 

D101 is fitted with a wooden batten door with interior 

diagonal bracing that measures 31 ½ inches wide by 86 

inches tall that was previously described in the Current 

Description, Summer House, Exterior Elements – 

Doorways section of this report.  The interior 

hardware consists of a modern metal deadbolt lock 

and metal door pull (Figure 469). A screen door fitting 

D101 is being stored inside the Summer House. 

As previously described, there are two windows in all 

four elevations of the Summer House.  The windows 

measure approximately 52 inches wide by 48 inches 

tall and were previously described in the Current 

Description, Summer House, Exterior Elements – 

Windows section of this report.  Screens for each 

window (8 total) are located in the interior of the 

Summer House (Figure 470). 

The ceiling in the Summer House is the exposed 

roofing system of the pyramidal hip roof.  The roofing 

system was previously described in the Current 

Description, Summer House, Exterior Elements – 

Roof section of this report. 

There are no applied finishes or special features 

located in the interior of the Summer House.
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Figure 466.  Floor inside Summer House (2007). 

Figure 467.  South wall inside Summer House (2007). 
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Figure 468.  East wall inside Summer House 

(2007). 

Figure 469.  Deadbolt lock and metal door pull on 

interior of D101, Summer House (2007). 

Figure 470.  Interior view of windows W101 

and W102 with screens in south wall, Summer 

House (2007). 
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COUNTRY STORE 

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS 

General Configuration 

The Country Store is a wooden, balloon-framed 

structure with compound plan that consists of a one-

and-a-half-story, one-room principal mass with a one-

story, two-room projection on the north elevation and 

a one-story, one-room projection on the south 

elevation.  The one-and-a-half-story, one-room 

principal mass contains the Country Store Room. The 

one-story, two-room projection on the north elevation 

contains the Store Room and Bath; and the one-story, 

one-room projection on the south elevation contains 

the Study.  The overall dimensions of the Country 

Store are 47 feet wide (north-south direction) by 32 

feet deep (west-east direction) (not including the 

porch on the east elevation) (Figure 475). 

Foundation 

The foundation of the Country Store is a composite of 

continuous brick walls and individual brick piers.  The 

principal mass (Country Store Room) and the 

projection on the south elevation (Study) rest on a 

continuous brick foundation wall.  The foundation of 

the projection on the north elevation (Store Room and 

Bath) rests upon individual brick piers (Figure 476). 

Siding 

The Country Store is covered with four different types 

of unpainted wooden siding: horizontal wooden 

clapboards with a 4 inch reveal, horizontal flush 

wooden boards, wooden shingles, and vertical flush 

wooden boards.  The south end of the east elevation 

(exterior of the Study) is covered with horizontal 

wooden clapboarding.  The center of the east elevation 

(exterior of the Country Store Room) is covered with 

two different types of siding:  the first story is covered 

with horizontal wooden clapboarding and the gable 

peak is covered with horizontal flush wooden boards.  

The north end of the east elevation (exterior of the 

Store Room and Bath) is covered with wooden 

shingles laid in a coursed pattern (Figure 471).  The 

north elevation is covered in two different types of 

siding: the east end of the north elevation (exterior of 

Country Store Room) is sided with wooden shingles 

laid in a coursed pattern; the west end of the north 

elevation (exterior of the Store Room and Bath) is 

sided with vertical flush wooden boards (Figure 472).  

The entire length of the west elevation is sided with 

wooden shingles laid in a coursed pattern (Figure 473).  

The south elevation is covered in two different types of 

siding: the west end (exterior of the Store Room and 

Bath) and center (Study) are sided with wooden 

shingles laid in a coursed pattern; the east end of the 

south elevation is sided with horizontal wooden 

clapboards (Figure 474).   

Doorways 

There are a total of four doorways that punctuate the 

exterior of the Country Store: two doorways (D101 

and D102) are located in the east elevation and two 

doorways (D103 and D104) in the west elevation.  For 

the location of each doorway, refer to Figure 475.  

Dimensions and descriptions of the doorways and 

doors are listed in Table 21.  

Windows 

There are a total of fifteen windows that punctuate the 

exterior of the Country Store: five are located in the 

east elevation (W101, W102, W103, W201); one is 

located in the north elevation (W105); four are located 

in the west elevation (W106, W107, W108, W202); and 

five are located in the south elevation (W109, W110, 

W111, W112, W203).  For the location of each 

window, refer to Figure 475.  The fifteen windows that 

punctuate the exterior of the Country Store differ from 

one another.  Detailed descriptions can be found Table 

22. 
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Roof and Gutter System 

The roofing system of the Country Store consists of a 

series of intersecting wooden-shingled, gable roofs, 

one wooden-shingled porch roof, and one wooden-

shingled shed roof.  The roof over the Country Store 

Room is a west-east gable roof with a medium pitch.  

To the south of the Country Store is the Study. The 

north-south gable roof over the Study intersects the 

center of the Country Store roof at a ninety degree 

angle and has a medium pitch.  To the north of the 

Country Store Room is the Store Room and Bath.  The 

roof that covers these rooms is a combination of an 

extended gable roof on its east end from the Country 

Store Room as well as a west-east, medium pitched 

gable roof on its west end.  The porch roof is located 

on the exterior east elevation of the Country Store 

Room over the exterior porch.  The shed roof is 

located on the exterior west elevation of the Country 

Store Room over doorway D104. 

The wooden gutters remaining in place on the exterior 

of the Country Store are held up by wooden brackets 

finished in red paint.  The gutters and brackets are 

currently located in the following locations:  exterior 

east elevation of the Study, exterior north elevation of 

the Country Store Room, exterior west elevation of the 

Study, and the exterior south elevation of the Country 

Store Room.  There are two downspouts attached to 

the exterior of the Country Store, located on the 

southeast and southwest corner respectively (Figure 

501). 

 

TABLE 21. COUNTRY STORE DOORWAY DIMENSIONS 

Doorway 
Number 

Width Height Description 

D101 31 ½ 
inches 

79 
inches 

D101 is located in the east elevation of the Country Store and provides access 
into the Study (Figure 477).  D101 is hung with a vertical wooden batten door 
that consists of three boards finished in red paint.  The hardware on the door 
within D101 consists of a modern padlock and two metal butt hinges (Figure 
478).  The casing that flanks the right and left sides of D101 measures 4 ½ inches 
wide and the header above D102 measures 6 inches wide. 

D102 33 ½ 
inches 

82 ¾ 
inches 

D102 is located in the east elevation of the Country Store and provides access to 
the Country Store Room (Figure 479).  D102 is hung with a wooden vertical 
batten door consisting of 4 boards finished in red paint.  The hardware on the 
door within D102 consists of a modern padlock and two metal strap hinges 
(Figure 480).  The casing that flanks the right and left sides of D102 measures 4 
½ inches wide and the header above D101 measures 6 ½ inches wide. 

D103 24 ¾ 
inches 

72 
inches 

D103 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store and provides access 
to the Store Room and Bath (Figure 481).  D103 is hung with a wooden vertical 
batten door consisting of 2 unpainted boards.  The hardware on D103 consists 
of an iron thumb latch, an iron door pull, a hook and eye fastener, and two iron 
strap hinges (Figure 482).  The casing that surrounds the top, left and right sides 
of D103 measures 4 ½ inches wide.  

D104 33 ½ 
inches 

75 ¼ 
inches 

D104 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store and provides access 
to the Country Store Room (Figure 483).  D104 is hung with an exterior 
wooden vertical batten door and an interior 6-paneled door (Figure 484).  The 
exterior batten door consists of 4 vertical boards painted red.  The interior door 
is finished in blue paint has 6 panels - recessed facing the exterior of the 
Country Store and raised facing the interior of the Country Store.  There is no 
hardware on the exterior batten door.  The hardware on the interior door 
consists of a modern embedded deadbolt, metal doorknob, and metal 
doorknocker.  A small shed roof remains above D104 (Figure 485). 
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Chimneys 

The Country Store has one chimney that punctuates 

the north end of the eastern slope of the north-south 

gable roof over the Study.  This chimney is constructed 

of brick stacked in a running bond pattern.  The 

bottom of the chimney (chimney-roof junction) is 

flashed with metal sheeting.  The top of the chimney 

consists of three courses of corbelling, finished with a 

wooden chimney cap painted red (Figure 502). 

Painted Finishes 

The majority of the Country Store is unpainted, with 

the exception of the following elements that are 

painted red:  ridge boards, chimney cap, rake boards, 

corner boards, gutters, gutter brackets, downspouts, 

east elevation porch posts, window trim and shutters, 

door trim, and the doors hung within D101, D102 and 

D104. 

Special Features 

Two exterior porches are still in place on the exterior 

of the Country Store.  One porch is located on the 

exterior east elevation of the Country Store Room and 

is constructed of unpainted wooden boards that run in 

a west-east direction.  This porch measures 211 ¼ 

inches wide (north-south direction) by 54 ¼ inches 

deep (west-east direction).  The second porch is 

located on the exterior west elevation of the Country 

Store Room and is also constructed of unpainted 

wooden boards that run in a north-south direction.  

This porch measures 69 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 45 ½ inches deep (west-east direction).  A 

metal shoe scrape is affixed to the southwest corner of 

this porch.  Two additional special features are found 

on the east elevation of the Country Store:  two metal 

brackets affixed to the center of the porch roof.  It is 

believed that these once functioned to hold up the 

exterior sign for the Country Store (Figure 503).

 

TABLE 22. COUNTRY STORE WINDOW DIMENSIONS 

Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W101 
and 
W102 

23 ¼ 
inches 

41 inches W101 and W102 are located in the east elevation of the Country Store and 
open into the Study.  W101 and W102 contain three-over-three double 
hung sash windows (Figures 486 and 487).  Each pane of glass measures 6 
½ inches wide by 8 ½ inches tall.  The muntins have flat, angular profiles 
and measure ¾ inches wide by ¼ inch deep.  There are 4 ½ inch wide 
wooden flat boards that case W101 and W102 on the top, right and left 
sides.  The sills measure 1 ¾ inches tall.  Two wooden batten shutters are 
located on the exterior of both W101 and W102 and each shutter 
measures 11 ½ inches wide by 41 inches tall and have two metal strap 
hinges located on the top and bottom.  Both W101 and W102 have metal 
shutter dogs on the north side of the windows.  The muntins, casings, sills 
and shutters are finished with red paint. 

W103 51 inches 56 ½ 
inches 

W103 is located in the east elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Country Store Room (Figure 488).  W103 contains a four-over-four, 
double hung sash window.  Each pane of glass measures 11 ½ inches wide 
by 12 ½ inches tall.  The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ¾ 
inches wide by ¼ inch deep.  The flat board casing that surrounds W103 
measures 4 ½ inches wide and the sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  There is 
one wooden batten shutter composed of 5 vertical boards that cover the 
exterior of W103.  The muntins, casing, sill and shutter are finished in red 
paint. 
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Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W104 20 ¼ 
inches 

37 inches W104 is located in east elevation of the Country Store and punctuates the 
east wall of the Store Room (Figure 489).  A full description of this window 
cannot be made because the shutters are currently sealed shut and the 
interior of the Store Room is inaccessible.  W104 is surrounded by 4 ½ 
inch wide flat board casing and has a sill that measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  
W104 has two exterior shutters: the northern shutter measures 10 ¼ 
inches wide by 37 inches tall and the southern shutter measures 10 inches 
wide by 37 inches tall.  Two metal strap hinges are located on the top and 
bottom of each shutter.  There is one metal shutter dog located on the 
west side of the window.  The casing, shutters, and sill are finished in red 
paint. 

W105   W105 is the only window located in the north elevation of the Country 
Store and opens into the Country Store Room (Figure 490).  W105 
contains a three-over-three, double hung sash window.  Each pane of glass 
measures 6 ¾ inches wide by 8 ½ inches tall.  The muntins have flat, 
angular profiles and measure ¾ inches wide by ¼ inch deep.  The flat 
board casing that surrounds W105 measures 4 ½ inches wide.  The sill 
measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  Two wooden batten shutters are placed on the 
exterior of W105 and both measure 11 ¾ inches wide by 41 inches tall.  
Two metal strap hinges are located on the top and bottom of each shutter.  
There are two metal shutter dogs located on the west and east sides of the 
W105.  The muntins, casing, sill and shutter are finished in red paint. 

W106 16 ¼ 
inches 

12 inches W106 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Store Room (Figure 491).  A full description of this window cannot be 
made because the shutter is currently sealed shut and the interior of the 
Store Room is inaccessible.  The casing that surrounds the top, right and 
left sides of W106 consists of 4 ½ inch wooden flat boards.  The sill 
measures 1 ½ inches tall.  The casing, shutter, and sill are finished in red 
paint. 

W107 18 ½ 
inches 

20 ¾ 
inches 

W107 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Country Store Room (Figure 492).  W107 contains a single casement 
window with a diamond leaded glazing pattern.  Each diamond section 
measures 5 inches wide by 6 ½ inches tall.  One wooden batten shutter is 
located on the exterior of W107.  Two metal strap hinges are located on 
the top and bottom of this shutter respectively.  There is one shutter dog 
located to north of this window.  The casing that surrounds the top, right 
and left sides of W107 consists of 4 ½ inch wooden flat boards.  The sill 
measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  The casing, shutter, and sill are finished in red 
paint. 

W108 23 ¼ 
inches 

41 inches W108 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Study (Figure 493).  W108 contains a three-over-three, double hung 
sash window.  Each pane of glass measures 6 ½ inches wide by 8 ½ inches 
tall. The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ¾ inches wide by 
¼ inch deep.  The flat board casing that surrounds the top and sides of 
W108 measures 4 ½ inches wide and sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  Two 
wooden batten shutters are placed on the exterior of W108. Each shutter 
measures 11 ¾ inches wide by 41 inches tall. Two metal strap hinges are 
located on the top and bottom of each shutter.  Two metal shutter dogs are 
located on the north and south sides of W108. The muntins, casing, sill 
and shutters are finished in red paint. 
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Window 
Number 

Width Height Description 

W109 20 ½ 
inches 

26 inches  W109 is located in the south elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Store Room (Figure 494).  A full description of this window cannot be 
made because the shutter is currently sealed shut and the interior of the 
Store Room is inaccessible.  The casing that flanks the right and left sides 
of W109 consists of 4 ½ inch, flat, wooden boards.  The sill measures 1 ¾ 
inches tall.  The casing, shutter, and sill are finished in red paint. 

W110 17 inches 18 ¾ 
inches 

W110 is located in the south elevation of the Country Store and opens into 
the Country Store Room (Figure 495). W110 contains a single casement 
window with a diamond leaded glazing pattern.  Each diamond section 
measures 5 inches wide by 6 ½ inches tall.  The casing that surrounds the 
top, right and left sides of W110 consists of 4 ½ inch, flat, wooden boards.  
The sill measures 1 ¾ inches tall.  The casing, shutter, and sill are finished 
in red paint. 

W111 
and 
W112 

23 ¼ 
inches 

41 inches W111 and W112 are located in the south elevation of the Country Store.  
W111 opens into the Study and W112 opens into the Country Store Room 
(Figures 496 and 497).  W111 and W112 each contain a three-over-three, 
double hung sash window.  Each pane of glass measures 6 ¾ inches wide 
by 8 ½ inches tall.  The muntins have flat, angular profiles and measure ¾ 
inches wide by ¼ inch deep.  The flat board casing that surrounds the top 
and sides of W111 and W112 measures 4 ½ inches wide.  The sills of W111 
and W112 measure 1 ¾ inches tall.  A pair wooden batten shutters are 
placed on the exterior of both W111 and W112 and measure 11 ¾ inches 
wide by 41 inches tall.  Two metal strap hinges are located on the top and 
bottom of each shutter.  There are two metal shutter dogs located to the 
west and east sides of W111, and one shutter dog located on the east side 
of W112. The muntins, casing, sill and shutter are finished in red paint. 

W201 n/a n/a W201 is located in the east elevation of the Country Store just under the 
gable peak of the Country Store Room (Figure 498).  W201 contains a 
three-over-three, double hung sash window.  Measurements and a full 
description of W201 cannot be made because the window is currently 
inaccessible from both the interior and exterior.  Two wooden batten 
shutters are located on the exterior of W201, each having a metal strap 
hinge located at the top and bottom of each shutter.  Two metal shutter 
dogs are located on the north and south sides of W201.  The muntins, 
casing, sill and shutters are finished in red paint. 

W202 n/a n/a W202 is located in the west elevation of the Country Store, just under the 
gable peak of the Country Store Room (Figure 499).  Measurements and a 
full description of W202 cannot be made because the window is currently 
inaccessible from both the interior and exterior.  One unpainted wooden 
batten shutter is placed on the exterior of W202.  The shutter hardware on 
W202 consists of two metal strap hinges located on the top and bottom of 
the shutter, as well as a metal padlock.  There is a hook on the south side of 
W202.  The casing and sill are finished in red paint. 

W203 n/a n/a W203 is located in the south elevation of the Country Store, just under the 
gable peak of the Study (Figure 500).  Measurements and a full description 
of W203 cannot be made because the window is currently inaccessible 
from both the interior and exterior.  One wooden batten shutter is placed 
on the exterior of W203.  The casing, sill and shutter are finished in red 
paint. 
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Figure 472.  North elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 471.  East elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 473.  West elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 474.  South elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 475.  Floor plan of Country Store showing locations of doorways and windows. Drawing not to scale (Laham, 

2007). 
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Figure 478.  Hardware located on door within D101, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 476.  Brick pier foundation under north projection (Store Room and Bath), Country Store (2007). 

Figure 477.  D101 in east elevation, Country 

Store (2007). 
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Figure 482.  Hardware on door within D103, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 479.  D102 in east elevation, Country 

Store (2007). 

Figure 481.  D103 in west elevation, 

Country Store (2007). 

Figure 480.  Hardware on door within D102, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 484.  Interior door within D104 in west elevation, Country 

Store (2007). 

Figure 483.  D104 in west elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 

Figure 485.  Shed roof over D104 on west elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 487.  W102 in east elevation, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 488.  W103 in east elevation, Country Store 

(2007).

Figure 489.  W104 in east elevation, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 486.  W101 in east elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 
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Figure 491.  W106 in west elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 493.  W108 in west elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 

Figure 490.  W105 in north elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 492.  W107 in west elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 495.  W110 in south elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 497.  W112 in  south elevation,  Country Store (2007). 

Figure 494.  W109 in south elevation, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 496.  W111 in south elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 
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Figure 499.  W202 in west elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 
Figure 498.  W201 in east elevation, Country Store 

(2007). 

Figure 500.  W203 in  south elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 501.  Gutter and downspout on east elevation, Country 

Store (2007). 

 

 

Figure 502.  Chimney on east slope of the north-south gable 

roof over the Study, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 503.  Two metal brackets affixed to center of the 

porch roof on east elevation, Country Store (2007). 
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS

Study 

The Study is a one-story, single room that occupies the 

projection on the south elevation of the Country 

Store.1  The Study is flanked by the Country Store 

Room to the north, and the exterior of the building to 

the west, south and east.  This room is rectangular in 

shape and measures 18 feet 6 inches wide (north-south 

direction) by 15 feet deep (west-east direction).  The 

Study is accessed through two doorways: D101, 

located in the east wall and D105, located in the north 

wall.  The flooring is unpainted wooden boards that 

run in a north-south direction and measure 

approximately 3 inches wide (Figure 504).   

All four walls in the Study are of similar construction.  

The lower one-third of the walls are constructed with 

flat, un-paneled wood painted off-white with an off-

white single bead molding serving as a chair rail on the 

top and an off-white molded baseboard on the bottom.  

The upper two-thirds of the walls are constructed of 

unpainted gray plaster topped with wooden crown 

molding painted off-white.  The east wall is punctuated 

by D101 in the south end and W101 and W102 in the 

north end (Figure 505).  The north wall is occupied by 

a fireplace in the north end, D105 in the center (Figure 

506), and a built-in headboard/ set of drawers on the 

west end. The west wall has a built-in bed on the north 

end of the wall and is punctuated by W108 in the 

center (Figure 507 and 508).  The south wall is 

punctuated by W111 in the center of the wall and has 

built-in shelving in the east end (Figure 509). 

As previously described, the Study is accessed through 

two doorways: D101 and D105.  D101 is located in the 

center of the east wall and provides access to the 

exterior of the Country Store.  For a detailed 

description of this doorway, refer to Current 

Description, Country Store, Exterior Elements – 

Doorways section of this report.  D105 is located in the 

center of the north wall and provides access to the 

Country Store Room (Figure 510).  D105 measures 28 

inches wide by 76 inches tall.  D105 is hung with an 

unpainted, wooden, six-paneled door, with the panels 

recessed facing the Study and raised facing the 

Country Store Room (Figure 511).  Facing the Study, 

D105 is cased on the right and left sides by 4 ½ inch 

trim and on the top by 6 ¾ inch trim.  The hardware on 

the door within D105 facing the Study consists of a 

glass doorknob (Figure 512). 

There are a total of four windows located in the Study: 

W101 and W102 located in the east wall, W108 located 

on the west wall, W111 located in the south wall.  

Refer to the Current Description, Country Store, 

Exterior Elements – Windows section of this report for 

a detailed description of each window.  The Study 

ceiling is unpainted white plaster (Figure 513). 

There are two special features located within the 

Study.  The first is a fireplace located in the east end of 

the north wall (Figure 514) that measures 36 inches 

wide by 31 ½ inches tall.  The fireplace and semi-

circular hearth is constructed of brick.  The trim 

surrounding the fireplace is decorative stone painted 

black that measures 4 ½ inches on the right and left 

sides and 6 ¾ inches on the top.  Located within the 

fireplace is an iron fireplace crane fastened on the left 

side.  The second special feature located within the 

Study is the built-in bed placed on the north end of the 

west wall (Figure 515).  The bed frame is painted off-

white, extends one-quarter up the west wall and 

contains 5 built-in drawers.   

Country Store Room 

The Country Store Room is one-story, single room 

that occupies the entirety of the principal mass of the 

Country Store.  The Country Store Room is flanked by 

the Study to the south, the exterior of the structure to 

the east and west, and the exterior and the Store Room 

to the north.  This room is rectangular in shape and 

measures 18 feet wide (north-south direction) by 24 

feet deep (west-east direction).  The Country Store 

Room is accessed through 5 doorways:  D102, located 

in the east wall, D108, located in the north wall, D104 
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and D107, located in the west wall, and D105, located 

in the south wall.  The flooring is unpainted, wide 

wooden planks running in a west-east direction 

(Figure 516). 

The walls in the Country Store Room vary in both 

materials and design.  The north wall is constructed of 

a combination of tongue-and groove, vertical wooden 

siding on the west end and unpainted white plaster and 

built-in shelving on the east end.  W105 punctuates the 

center of the wall and D108 (that provides access to 

the Store Room) and D109 (that provides access to a 

closet) punctuate the west end of the wall (Figure 517).  

The south wall of the Country Store Room is also a 

combination of tongue-and groove, vertical wooden 

siding, plaster and plywood sheeting.  The bottom half 

of the wall the left of D105 is constructed of unpainted, 

plywood sheeting. (D105 is located in the center of the 

wall and provides access to the Study.) The top half of 

the wall is constructed of plaster with various 

combinations of shelving.  To the right of D105, the 

wall is covered with tongue-and-groove, vertical 

wooden siding.  W110 punctuates the very west end of 

the south wall (Figure 518).  The east wall in the 

Country Store room is constructed with unpainted 

plywood sheeting on the bottom half of the wall and 

white plaster on the top half of the wall.  W103 

punctuates the north end of the wall and D102 (that 

provides access to the exterior of the structure) 

punctuates the south end of the wall (Figure 519).  The 

west wall of the Country Store is covered with tongue-

and-groove, vertical siding and punctuated with W107, 

D106, D107 and D104.  W107 is located in the south 

end of the wall along with D106, which provides access 

to a closet.  The north end of the wall is punctuated 

with D107, which provides access to the stairwell 

leading to the second floor, and by D104, which 

provides access to the exterior of the building. 

There are a total of 7 doorways currently in the 

Country Store Room: D102, D105, D106, D107, D104, 

D108 and D109.  D102 and D104, located in the east 

and west walls respectively, provide access to the 

exterior of the Country Store.  For a detailed 

description, refer to the Current Description, Country 

Store, Exterior Elements – Doorways section of this 

report.  D105 is located in the south wall and is 

described above.  D106 is located in the south end of 

the west wall and provides access to a closet (Figure 

520).  D106 is hung with a wooden door constructed of 

the unpainted, vertical, tongue-and-groove siding seen 

on the west wall.  The hardware on this door consists 

of a small metal handle.  To the right of D106 is D107.  

D107 provides access to the stairwell leading to the 

second floor of the Country Store and measures 27 

inches wide by 73 ½ inches tall (Figure 521).  D107 is 

hung with an unpainted 4-paneled door with the 

panels raised facing the Country Store Room and 

recessed facing the stairwell.  The hardware on this 

door consists of an iron thumb latch.  D108 is located 

in the north wall and provides access to the Store 

Room (Figure 522).  D108 measures 29 ½ inches wide 

by 74 ¼ inches tall.  D108 is hung with a wooden door 

constructed of the unpainted, vertical, tongue-and-

groove siding seen on west end of the north wall.  The 

hardware on the door within D108 consists of a 

wooden door latch.  D109 is located to the immediate 

right of D108 and provides access to a closet (Figure 

523).  D109 measures 25 ¾ inches wide by 71 inches 

tall.  D109 is hung with a 2-paneled door with the 

panels raised facing the Country Store Room and 

recessed facing the interior of the closet.  The 

hardware located on this door consists of an iron 

thumb latch. 

There are a total of five windows located in the 

Country Store Room: W103 located in the east wall, 

W112 and W110 located in the south wall, W107 

located in the west wall, and W105 located in the north 

wall. Refer to the Current Description, Country Store, 

Exterior Elements – Windows section of this report for 

a detailed description of each window.  The ceiling in 

the Country Store Room is constructed of plaster and 

simulated exposed floor joists and beam (Figure 524). 

There are a few notable special features in the Country 

Store Room:  a hanging gas chandelier (now wired for 

electricity) that hangs from the ceiling located above 
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W103 (Figure 525) and two bars. One bar is located in 

the southeast corner of the room and extends from the 

south end of the east wall (Figure 526).  Just beyond 

this bar is a potbelly stove affixed to the floor (Figure 

527).  Located in the southwest corner of the room is 

the second bar that extends from the west end of the 

south wall (Figure 528).  A wooden counter that spans 

three-quarters the depth of the room bisects the 

northern half of the room in a west-east direction 

(Figure 529). A small wooden sink is located on the 

west end of the north wall, to the immediate right of 

D109 (Figure 530).   

Store Room and Toilet 

The Store Room and Toilet were inaccessible at the 

time of the site visit and a detailed description of the 

interior will not be included in this report. 

Second Floor 

The second floor of the Country Store was inaccessible 

at the time of the site visit and a detailed description of 

the interior will not be included in this report.
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Figure 505.  East wall of Study, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 504.  Floor of the Study, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 506.  North wall of Study, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 509.  South wall of Study, Country Store (2007). Figure 508.  South end of west wall in Study, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 507.  North end of west wall in Study, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 511.  Door hung within D105 in 

north wall of Study, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 512.  Glass doorknob of door within D105 in Study, Country Store (2007).

Figure 510.  D105 in north wall of Study, 

Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 514.  Fireplace in north wall of Study, 

Country Store (2007). 

Figure 513.  Ceiling of Study, Country Store 

(2007). 

Figure 515.  Built-in bed on north end of west wall 

in Study, Country Store (2007). 



CURRENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

397 

 

Figure 517.  North wall of Country Store Room, Country 

Store (2007). 

Figure 516.  Floor of Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 

 

Figure 518.  South wall of Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 519.  North end of east wall in Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 520.  D106 in west wall of Country Store 

Room, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 521.  D107 in west wall of Country Store Room, 

Country Store (2007).
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Figure 522.  D108 in north wall of Country Store 

Room, Country Store (2007). 
Figure 523.  D109 in north wall of Country Store Room, Country 

Store (2007). 

Figure 524.  Ceiling of Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

400 

 

Figure 526.  Bar in southeast corner of Country Store 

Room, Country Store (2007). 
Figure 525.  Chandelier hung from the ceiling near W103 

in the Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 

Figure 527.  Potbelly stove in the Country Store Room, Country Store (2007). 
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Figure 529.  Bar in northern half of Country Store Room, 

Country Store (2007). 

Figure 528.  Bar in southwest corner of Country Store Room, 

Country Store (2007). 

Figure 530.  Sink on west end of north wall in Country Store Room, 

Country Store (2007). 
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ENDNOTES 

                                                 
1 Access to the interior of the Country Store was limited 
and therefore the level of description of various elements 
may appear brief.  Room names derived from drawing: 
F.C. Pearce, Atwood-Higgins Complex, Bound Brook Island 
Road, Cape Cod National Seashore, Scale ¼ “ = 1’0”, 
National Park Service, Northeast Region, March 1973. 



CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

403 

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES  

INTRODUCTION 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 

Treatment of Historic Properties focus on two goals: 

1) to preserve historic materials and, 2) to preserve a 

building’s distinguishing character.1 The character of a 

building refers to those features that relate to a 

structure’s significance, both on the exterior and in the 

interior of a structure. Preserving these features results 

in preserving a structure’s integrity, which is a 

structure’s ability to convey its significance. In the 

process of change, it is essential that the various 

features that provide a building’s visual character be 

retained in order to achieve the highest level of 

preservation. Preservation Brief 17: Architectural 

Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic 

Building as an Aid to Preserving Their Character 

provides guidelines for the identification of a historic 

structure’s character-defining features. The Brief 

outlines a three-step process to determine the 

elements that characterize a historic structure.  

The first step in the process outlined in Preservation 

Brief 17 is to identify the overall visual aspects of a 

building. This involves looking at the building from a 

distance to understand its overall setting and 

architectural context. Elements to examine in this first 

step of the process include but are not limited to: 

overall shape, openings, roof and related features, 

projections, trim, and setting. The second step involves 

the identification of the visual character at close range. 

This step requires a closer look at the exterior of the 

structure and examination of materials (color, shape, 

and texture) and craftsmanship (texture or deliberately 

derived surface). The third step of the process involves 

the identification of the visual character of the interior 

spaces, features, and finishes and strongly emphasizes 

moving through the interior spaces one at a time. 

Elements to examine in the third and final step of the 

process include but are not limited to: individually 

important spaces, related spaces, interior features, 

surface materials and finishes, and exposed structural 

elements.2 

The Atwood-Higgins complex is a key interpretive 

facility for Cape Cod National Seashore. The 

identification of the character-defining features of the 

six structures included in this report will not only aid 

in the preservation of the individual structures, but will 

ensure the overall integrity of the property. 

WOODSHED 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located uphill and 25 feet northeast of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House. 

• The first secondary structure on the property that 

served the main Atwood-Higgins House. 

Design 

• Wood-framed compound plan of one, one-and-a-

half story room and two, one-story rooms. 

• Utilitarian design of structure to serve main 

Atwood-Higgins House. 

• Woodshed addition/projection on the north 

elevation of the original structure (Storage Room). 

Openings 

• Large doorway (D101) in west elevation of the 

Storage Room with sliding batten door finished in 

red paint. 



ATWOOD-HIGGINS OUTBUILDINGS HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

404 

• Two bay openings, with cut corners, in the 

Woodshed addition. 

• Two doorways (D102 and D103) in the south 

elevation (Storage Room and Laundry/Bath 

addition) with unpainted batten doors. 

• Three windows with three-over-three, double 

hung sash windows located in the east (W101 and 

W102) and north (W103) elevations, consistent 

with typical windows found on other structures 

on the Atwood-Higgins property. 

Materials 

• Fieldstone foundation supporting the one-story 

Storage Room (original structure); wooden post 

foundation supporting the Woodshed addition 

located on north elevation; brick addition 

supporting the Laundry/Bath addition on east 

elevation. 

• Wood shingle siding on all four elevations. 

• Wood shingle roofing on roofs. 

Roof and Related Features 

• North-south, medium pitched gable roof over the 

Storage Room (original structure). 

• Extension of north-south gable roof over the 

Laundry/Bath addition. 

• North-south, medium-pitched gable roof over the 

Woodshed addition. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural framing. 

• Interior loft space in the Storage Room. 

• Wide, wooden, unpainted plank flooring in the 

Storage Room running in a north-south direction; 

combination of wide, wooden, unpainted plank 

flooring and dirt floor of Woodshed and 

Laundry/Bath addition. 

• Unpainted, exposed sheathing interior walls. 

• Ceiling consists of exposed roofing system in the 

Storage Room and Woodshed. 

• White plaster ceiling in the Laundry/Bath 

Addition. 

• Interior doorway features located in the Storage 

Room: D104 vertical beadboard door with three 

small holes located in the upper half of the door 

and iron thumb latch mechanism. 

• Built-in cabinets and shelving in the south, east, 

and north wall of the Storage Room. 

• Built-ins located in the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition: shelving located on the 

south and east walls. 

• Plain board interior casing of windows (W101, 

W102, and W103). 

• Pendant, onion-style light fixture located in the 

Laundry section of the Laundry/Bath addition. 

• Wooden step located in the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition under D104. 

• Sink located in the Laundry section of the 

Laundry/Bath addition. 

GARAGE 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located 160 feet northwest of the main Atwood-

Higgins House. 

• First structure designed and constructed by 

George K. Higgins on the Atwood-Higgins 

property. 

Design 

• Wood-framed, single-story, two-room compound 

plan with minor irregularities in shape due to 

projections on the northeast, northwest and 

southwest elevations. 
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• Utilitarian design to provide shelter for motor 

vehicles. 

• Intentional design of George K. Higgins’ of the 

two curved top corners of bay openings (D101 and 

D102) located in the southeast end of the 

northeast elevation and cut top corners of the bay 

opening (D103) in the northwest end of the 

northeast elevation. 

Openings 

• Three bay openings (D101, D102, and D103) 

located in the northeast elevation, each hung with 

a set of double unpainted batten doors. 

• One window (W101) located in northwest end of 

northeast elevation. 

Materials 

• Poured concrete foundation. 

• Wood shingling on southeast and southwest 

elevations and partial wood shingling on 

northwest elevation. 

• Flush, vertical, unpainted batten boards on 

northeast and northwest (partial) elevations. 

• Iron strap hinges located on the top and bottom of 

each wooden batten door hung within D101, 

D102, and D103. 

• Large and small iron hook and eye fasteners and 

iron thumb latch door pull located on the doors 

hung within D101. 

• Flat, wooden board casing surrounding the top, 

right, and left sides of W101. 

Roof and Related Features 

• Medium-pitched, saltbox gable roofs over two 

units, Room 101 and Room 102, facing in a 

northeast direction. 

• Gutter system is comprised of wooden gutters 

supported by wooden brackets; both components 

are painted red. 

Finishes 

• Gutters and gutter brackets finished in red paint. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural framing. 

• Poured concrete flooring in Room 101 and Room 

102. 

• Unpainted, exposed sheathing interior walls. 

• Ceiling consisting of exposed common rafter 

roofing system of Room 101 and Room 102. 

• Features of interior doorway D104: wooden trim 

and small built-in shelving unit on the lower right 

hand corner of doorway. 

• Interior window trim of W101 in Room 102. 

• Two built-in cabinets located in Room 101 on the 

northwest wall.  

• Built-ins cabinets and shelving located in Room 

102 on the northeast and northwest walls. 

• Metal cane bolts fastened to the interiors of the 

doors hung within D101, D102, and D103. 

• Shingled southeast interior wall of Room 102. 

• Walls without windows in Room 101. 

• Absence of interior painting. 

BARN 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located approximately 220 feet north of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House. 

• Design was inspired by a former barn constructed 

by George K. Higgins’ paternal grandfather that 

was located slightly to the north and west of 

current site. 
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Design 

• Wood-framed, compound plan that consists of a 

one-and-a-half story principal mass with a one 

story, two-room projection on the north elevation 

and a one story, one-room projection on the east 

elevation. 

• The design of structure was a collaborative 

approach between George K. Higgins and his 

father, Richard Higgins. 

• Utilitarian design of structure to serve the 

maintenance of property and caring of animals. 

• Projections on north and east elevations. 

Openings 

• Two doorways in south elevation: D101 located in 

the west end and hung with an unpainted, wooden 

batten door, and D102 located in the east end and 

hung with two large, unpainted, wooden batten 

doors. 

• Two doorways in east elevation: D103 located in 

the east elevation annex and hung with an 

unpainted, wooden batten door, and D104 located 

in the east elevation of the north side projection 

and is a large open bay. 

• One doorway in west elevation: D105 located in 

the south end and hung with an unpainted, 

wooden batten door. 

• Ten windows located in all four elevations of the 

Barn: three in the south elevation (W101, W102, 

and W103), two in the east elevation (W104 and 

W105), two in the north elevation (W106 and 

W107), and three in the west elevation (W108, 

W109, and W110). Design and construction of the 

ten windows are distinct from one another. 

Materials 

• Wooden post foundation. 

• Unpainted, wooden flush vertical boards on the 

south, east (partial), north (partial), and west 

(partial) elevations. 

• Horizontal wooden clapboards located on the 

gable peak of the east elevation of the principal 

mass. 

• Wood shingle siding located on the east (partial), 

north (partial), and west (partial) elevations. 

• Wooden batten doors located within four 

doorways D101, D102, D103, and D105. 

• Iron strap hinges on the doors hung within D101, 

D102, D103, and D105. 

• Door hardware on door within D101: iron thumb 

latch and iron hook and eye fastener; door 

hardware on doors within D102: long wooden 

board that spans the width of the two doors; door 

hardware on door within D103: two iron eyes; 

door hardware on door within D105: two iron 

eyes. 

• Flat board casing painted red surrounding the 

nine windows (W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, 

W107, W108, W109, and W110) that fenestrate the 

Barn. 

• Wood shingling on the roof. 

Roof and Related Features 

• West-east, medium-pitched gable roof over 

principal mass of Barn. 

• Extended gable roof over the north elevation 

projection that stems from the west-east gable 

roof over the principal mass. 

• Saltbox gable roof that faces south over the east 

elevation annex. 

• Gutter system consisting gutter and supporting 

brackets, both painted red and partially located on 

the north elevation. 

• Lightning rod located on the east end of the gable 

roof of the principal mass. 

• Two post located on the south end of the west 

elevation that were constructed to support an 

open porch roof (now missing). 
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Finishes 

• Rake boards, corner boards, window trim, sills, 

and muntins finished in red paint. 

• Posts and braces supporting the south elevation 

porch roof of the east elevation annex finished in 

red paint. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural framing. 

• Plywood sheeting flooring in Hallway/Entry Area, 

Box Stall, Harness; unpainted, wooden plank 

flooring in Stall (laid in an west-east direction), 

Carriage Room (laid in a north-south direction), 

and Shed (laid in a west-east direction); poured 

concrete flooring in Bunk Room; and dirt floor in 

Open Shed. 

• Unpainted, exposed sheathing interior walls in all 

rooms except for the Harness and Bunk Room. 

Flush vertical boards finished in white paint in the 

Harness, and aluminum sided walls in the Bunk 

Room. 

• Ceiling in Hallway/Entry Area, Stall and Box Stall: 

exposed wood joist flooring system of loft space 

above; ceiling in Harness: wooden beadboard 

painted white; ceiling in Carriage Room: exposed 

roofing system; ceiling in Bunk Room: aluminum 

sheeting; ceiling in Open Shed: exposed roofing 

system; ceiling in Shed: 8 inch wooden boards 

than run in a north-south direction. 

• Features of interior doorway D106: unpainted, 

wooden plywood half-door with diagonal bracing. 

• Features of interior doorway D107: unpainted, 

wooden plywood half-door with diagonal bracing. 

• Features of interior doorway D108: beadboard 

door with two small windows on the top of door 

and iron thumb latch.  

• Features of interior doorway D110: 5-paneled 

door finished in blue paint on the Carriage Room 

side and unpainted on the Bunk Room side, iron 

thumb latch, and aluminum header and kick plate 

on the Bunk Room side. 

• Features of interior doorway D111: 4-paneled 

door painted blue and iron thumb latch. 

• Features of interior doorway D112: awning-style, 

unpainted, wooden batten door. 

• Interior windows and shutters (W111 and W112) 

located in the Stall and Box Stall. 

• Built-in units and shelving within the Carriage 

Room: shelf in south wall; workbench, shelving, 

platform, oriel-style cabinet, and bird 

house/refuge on the east wall. 

• Built-in units within Shed: cubbyhole units located 

in south wall; built-in shelf on north wall. 

• Set of stairs located in the Shed. 

• Corner iron trough located in the northwest 

corner of the Stall. 

GUEST HOUSE 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located 210 feet northeast of the main Atwood-

Higgins House. 

Design 

• Wood-framed, single story compound plan with 

projections from the principal mass of the 

structure on the northeast corner and south 

elevation of the building. 

• Designed with the intention of creating the most 

authentic reproduction possible of a Colonial-era 

structure. 

• Created to increase accommodations for visiting 

guests. 

• Additions to the Guest House in 1951 and 1952 

highlighted the desire for increased modern 

technology, which deviated from the original 
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intention of creating an authentic “Colonial-era” 

style house. 

Openings 

• One doorway in the west elevation: D101, located 

in the south end of the elevation and hung with a 

wooden batten door painted red. 

• Two doorways in the south elevation: D102 and 

D103 located in the west end and center of the 

elevation. D102 is hung with a Dutch door painted 

red: upper half consists of 9 fixed lights and lower 

half consists of 2 raised wooden panels. D103 is 

hung with two doors: one exterior, unpainted, 

wooden batten door and one interior, wooden 

batten door painted red. 

• One doorway in the east elevation: D104 located 

in the north end of the elevation and hung with an 

unpainted, wooden batten door. 

• Fifteen windows located in all four elevations: 4 in 

the west elevation (W101, W102, W103, and 

W104), 4 in the south elevation (W105, W106, 

W107, W108), 5 in the east elevation (W109, 

W110, W111, W112, and W113), and 2 in the 

north elevation (W114 and W115). Design and 

construction are distinct from one another. 

Materials 

• Brick foundation. 

• Unpainted, wooden shingles laid in a coursed 

pattern on all four elevations. 

• Wooden batten doors located within D101, D103, 

and D104. Dutch door located within D102. 

• Door hardware on door within D101: iron thumb 

latch; door hardware on door within D102: iron 

pull; door hardware on door within D103 wooden 

door knob pull on exterior door; door hardware 

located on door within D104: iron circle door pull 

and two metal strap hinges on the northern end of 

the door. 

• Add in window hardware. 

• Flat board casing painted red surrounding the 

fifteen windows. 

• Two brick chimneys: one located on the south end 

of the east elevation and one located on the west 

end of the north elevation. 

• Wood shingling on roof. 

Roof and Related Features 

• Medium-pitched, north-south gable roof over the 

Living Room. 

• Medium-pitched, west-east gable roof over the 

South Bedroom. 

• Medium-pitched, north-south gable roof over the 

Bathroom and North Bedroom. 

• Medium-pitched, south-facing saltbox roof over 

the Closet. 

• Medium-pitched, north-south gable roof over the 

Kitchen. 

• Gutter system consisting of gutters, supporting 

brackets, and downspouts (located on northwest 

corner of the Closet, northwest corner of the 

Living Room, southwest corner of the Kitchen, 

southeast corner of the Kitchen, southeast corner 

of the South Bedroom, middle of east elevation, 

and southeast corner of the Closet). All 

components of the Gutter system are painted red. 

• Two brick chimneys: one located on the south end 

of the east elevation and one located on the west 

end of the north elevation. 

Finishes 

• Ridge boards, rake boards, corner posts, gutters, 

gutter brackets, downspouts, window trim and 

shutters, door trim and door hung within D101 

and D102 finished in red paint. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural framing in the Living Room, 

South Bedroom, North Bedroom 
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• Red brick flooring in the Entry with courses that 

run in a west-east direction; wide, wooden boards 

of varying length that run in a north-south 

direction and are finished in mustard yellow paint 

with splatters of white, green, red, and brown 

paint found in the Living Room, South Bedroom, 

and Hallway; unpainted, wide wooden boards of 

varying length that run in a north-south direction 

in the North Bedroom and Closet; rolled linoleum 

with a brick pattern design in the Kitchen; and 

cream-colored and black vinyl asbestos tiles laid in 

a checkered pattern in the Bath. 

• Horizontal wooden boards painted white in the 

Entry; unpainted, tongue-and-groove wooden 

siding of varying size and direction in Living 

Room; unpainted, vertical tongue-and-groove 

siding in South Bedroom; heather gray/blue 

masonite sheeting designed with a tile pattern and 

wallpaper with a butterfly pattern in the Bath; 

unpainted, horizontal tongue-and-groove siding 

and white plaster walls in the North Bedroom; 

unpainted, vertical tongue-and-groove siding in 

the Closet; unpainted vertical tongue-and groove 

siding in Hallway; and masonite siding in the 

Kitchen. 

• Plaster ceilings in Entry, Living Room, South 

Bedroom, North Bedroom (with stucco-like 

finish), and Closet (with stucco-like finish). 

• Drywall ceiling finished with white paint in Bath 

and Kitchen. 

• Features of interior doorway D105: unpainted, 

wooden batten door and wooden trim. 

• Features of interior doorway D106: unpainted, 4-

paneled wooden door with three fixed bullseye 

glass panes on top of door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim. 

• Features of interior doorway D107: unpainted, 6-

paneled wooden door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim. 

• Features of interior doorway D109: unpainted, 6-

paneled wooden door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim. 

• Features of interior doorway D110: unpainted, 6-

paneled wooden door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim. 

• Features of interior doorway D112: unpainted, 4-

paneled wooden door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim. 

• Wooden trim surrounding D105 and D113 of the 

Hallway. 

• Interior wooden trim of W102, W103, and W106 

in Living Room; W107 and W110 in South 

Bedroom; W111 in Bath; W101, W112, W113, and 

W115 in Bath; W114 in Closet; and W104 and 

W109 in Kitchen. 

• Brick fireplace and hearth in Living Room located 

on the north wall. 

• Built-in features in the Living Room: built-in 

cabinets located in the west and east ends of the 

north wall, built-in shelf located above the 

fireplace on the north wall, and built-in cabinets 

located in the west wall. 

• Built-in features in the South Bedroom: built-in 

cabinet located in the north end of the east wall; 

two built-in cabinets located on the west end of 

the north wall. 

• Special features and built-ins in the Kitchen: built-

in drop table on east wall; two shelving units 

located on the north side of the east wall; one 

shelving unit located on the south side of the east 

wall; built-in cabinet in the north wall; and two 

shelving units located in the northeast corner of 

the room spanning the north side of the west wall 

and the west side of the north wall. 

• Special features in the Bath: mint green ceramic 

shower tub located on the west wall; mint green 

ceramic console table sink located on the south 
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wall; and a mint green ceramic toilet located on 

the north wall. 

• Four wooden pegs located on the west wall in the 

Hallway. 

• Hanging pendant lamp in Entry. 

• Hanging light in Bath. 

• Iron thumb latch hardware on doors hung within 

D106, D107, D109, D110, D111, D112 and D113. 

• Bullseye glass panes located on top of the door 

hung within D106. 

SUMMER HOUSE 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located approximately 170 southwest of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House. 

• Removed and somewhat isolated setting on a hill 

that, when constructed, overlooked a meadow. 

Design 

• Wood-framed, one-story, single room plan. 

• Concept and design was inspired by George 

Higgins’s father, Richard Higgins, and was 

constructed as a memorial to him.  

• Awning-style shutters on upper halves of all four 

elevations. 

• Original Adirondack-style appearance in 1936. 

Openings 

• One doorway: D101, located in the east elevation 

and hung with a wooden batten door that is 

painted red. Measures 31 ½ inches wide by 86 

inches tall.  

• Eight windows located in the upper half of all four 

elevations: two in the south elevation (W101 and 

W102), two in the west elevation (W103 and 

W104), two in the north elevation (W105 and 

W106), and two in the east elevation (W107 and 

W108). Windows are identical and measure 52 

inches wide by 46 ½ inches tall.  

Materials 

• Concrete block foundation. 

• Horizontal wooden clapboarding on the lower 

halves of all four elevations: total of 6 clapboards 

on each elevation, each having approximately a 6 

1/2 inch exposure.  

• Three metal strap hinges located on the door hung 

within D101. 

• Plywood awning-style shutters on all four 

elevations.  

• Window hardware that consists of two metal strap 

hinges located on the top of each shutter and two 

metal turn locks located on the lower right and left 

sides of each shutter. 

• Wooden shingles on roof. 

Roof and Related Features 

• Low-sloped, pyramidal hip roof constructed of 4 

double board hip rafters with 7 jack rafters in-

between on each side. 

• Exposed rafters notched into wall plate. 

• Wide eaves at the roof-wall junction with open 

overhangs that measure 15 inches on the north 

and south sides and 11 inches on the west and east 

sides.  

• 3 ¾ inch beadboard sheathing. 

• Roof covering of wooden shingles. 

Finishes 

• Entire exterior (corner boards, shutters, 

clapboarding), with the exception of wooden 

shingles on roof, painted red. 
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Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural system. 

• Unpainted, wooden floorboards that run in a 

north-south direction and measure approximately 

3 1/2 inches wide. 

• East wall made up of the following: two windows 

(W107 and W108) in the upper half of the wall, 

exposed framing and plywood sheeting on bottom 

half, and D101 that punctuates the center. 

• South, west, and north walls made up of the 

following: the windows (W101, W102, W103, 

W104, W105, and W106) in the upper halves of 

the walls, and exposed framing and plywood 

sheeting on the lower halves of the walls. 

• Ceiling consists of exposed roofing system of the 

pyramidal hip roof. 

COUNTRY STORE 

Exterior Elements 

Setting 

• Located approximately 150 north of the main 

Atwood-Higgins house. 

• Constructed on a hill that was lowered 

approximately 10-15 feet at the time of 

construction. 

Design 

• Final structure conceived and constructed by 

George Higgins on the Atwood-Higgins property. 

• Designed and constructed to replicate a 

functioning Country Store. 

• Most nostalgic structure constructed and designed 

by George Higgins on the property: inspired by 

George’s childhood memories of visiting his 

grandparents in North Pomfret, Vermont. 

• Wooden, balloon-framed structure with a 

compound plan that consists of a one-and-a-half 

story, one-room principal mass with a one-story, 

two-room projection on the north elevation and a 

one-story, one-room projection on the south 

elevation. 

• Two exterior porches located on the east and west 

elevations. 

Openings 

• Two doorways in the east elevation: D101, located 

in the south end and hung with a red painted, 

wooden batten door; and D102, located in the 

center of the elevation and hung with red painted, 

wooden batten door. 

• Two doorways in the west elevation: D103, 

located in the north end of the elevation and hung 

with an unpainted, batten door; and D104, located 

in the north end/center of the elevation and hung 

with a red painted, wooden batten door. 

• Fifteen windows located in all four elevations of 

the Country Store: five in the east elevation 

(W101, W102, W103, W201), one in the north 

elevation (W105), four in the west elevation 

(W106, W107, W108, W202) and five in the south 

elevation (W109, W110, W111, W112, W203). 

Design and construction of the fifteen windows 

are distinct from one another. 

Materials 

• Brick foundation. 

• Siding on the east elevation: horizontal wooden 

clapboarding with 4 inch reveal, horizontal 

wooden boards, and wooden shingles laid in a 

coursed pattern. 

• Siding on north elevation: wooden shingles laid on 

a coursed pattern and vertical wooden boards. 

• Siding on the west elevation: wooden shingles laid 

in a coursed pattern. 

• Siding on the south elevation: wooden shingles 

laid in a coursed pattern and horizontal wooden 

clapboards. 
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• Hardware on door within D102: two metal strap 

hinges; and hardware on door within D103: iron 

thumb latch, iron door pull, hook and eye 

fastener, two iron strap hinges. 

• Flat board casing that surrounds W101, W102, 

W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, W108, W109, 

W110, W111, W201, W202, and W203. 

• Iron strap hinges located on shutters of the 

following windows: W101, W102, W104, W105, 

W107, W108, W110, W111, W112, W201, W202. 

• Iron shutter dogs to hold back shutters located on 

the following windows: W101 and W102: north 

side, W104: west side, W105: east and west sides, 

W107: north side, W108: north and south sides, 

W11: west and east sides, W112: east side, W201: 

north and south sides.  

• Iron lock on shutter of window W202. 

• Two metal brackets affixed to the center of the 

porch roof on the east elevation. 

• Metal shoe scrape affixed to the southwest corner 

of porch, located on the west elevation. 

• Brick chimney with metal flashing on the bottom 

and wooden cap on the top. 

• Wood shingles on roof. 

Roof and Related Features 

• Medium-pitched, west-east gable roof over the 

Country Store Room. 

• Medium –pitched, north-south gable roof over the 

Study. 

• Combination of extended gable roof and medium-

pitched west-east gable roof over the Store Room 

and Bath. 

• Porch roof over the exterior porch on east 

elevation. 

• Shed roof over D104 located on the west 

elevation. 

• Wooden gutters held up by wooden brackets 

painted red and extant in the following locations: 

exterior east elevation of Study, exterior north 

elevation of the Country Store Room, exterior 

west elevation of the Study, and the exterior south 

elevation of the Country Store Room. 

• Two downspouts attached to the exterior of the 

Country Store, located on the southeast and 

southwest corner respectively. 

• Brick chimney that punctuates the north end of 

the eastern slope of the north-south gable roof 

over the Study. 

Finishes 

• Majority of the exterior of the Country Store is 

unpainted, with the exception of the following 

that are painted red: ridge boards, chimney cap, 

rake boards, corner boards, gutters, gutter 

brackets, downspouts, east elevation porch posts, 

window trim and shutters, door trim, and the 

doors hung within D101, D102 and D104. 

Interior Elements 

• Unpainted, wooden board flooring that runs in a 

north south direction in the Study; unpainted, 

wide, wooden plank flooring that runs in a west-

east direction of the Country Store Room. 

• Walls in Study: flat, paneled wood, painted off-

white on the lower one-third of walls with an off-

white single bead molding chair rail on the top and 

an off-white molded baseboard on the bottom. 

Upper two-thirds of the walls constructed of 

unpainted, gray plaster topped with wooden 

crown molding painted off-white. 

• Walls in the Country Store Room: north wall 

constructed of a combination of tongue-and-

groove vertical wooden siding and white plaster; 

south wall constructed of a combination of 

tongue-and-groove vertical siding, plaster, and 

plywood sheeting; east wall constructed of 

unpainted plywood sheeting on the bottom half of 
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the wall and white plaster on the top half of the 

wall; west wall constructed of tongue-and-groove 

vertical siding. 

• Unpainted, white plaster ceiling in Study. 

• Unpainted, white plaster ceiling in Country Store 

Room with simulated exposed floor joists and 

beams. 

• Built-ins located in Study: built-in bed placed on 

the north end of the west wall and built-in 

shelving on the south wall. 

• Built-ins located in Country Store Room: built-in 

shelving on south wall. 

• Interior doorway features located in the Study: 

D105 six-paneled interior door, glass door knob, 

and wooden trim. 

• Interior doorway features located in the Country 

Store Room: D106 unpainted, tongue-and-groove 

door and small metal handle; D107 unpainted, 4-

paneled door, iron thumb latch, and wooden trim; 

D108 unpainted tongue-and-groove door, 

wooden door latch, and wooden trim; D109 

unpainted, 2-paneled door, iron thumb latch, and 

wooden trim.  

• Interior window trim on W101, W102, W108, and 

W111 located in the Study. 

• Interior window trim on W103, W112, W110, 

W107 and W105 in the Country Store Room. 

• Fireplace located in the north wall of the Study 

that measures 36 inches wide by 31 ½ inches tall. 

Semicircular hearth constructed of brick. Iron 

crane located on the left side of the firebox. 

• Hanging glass chandelier located above W103 in 

the Country Store Room. 

• Two bars in Country Store Room: one in the 

southeast corner of the room and the other 

located in the southwest corner of the room. 

• Potbelly stove located in the Country Store Room. 

• Wooden counter located in Country Store Room. 

• Small wooden sink located on the north wall in the 

Country Store Room. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

INTRODUCTION 

This Historic Structures Report focuses on six 

outbuildings contained within the Atwood-Higgins 

complex located within the Cape Cod National 

Seashore. Five of the six outbuildings were designed 

and constructed by George K. Higgins between the 

years of pre-1919 and 1947 (part of the Woodshed was 

pre-existing prior to 1919 when George K. Higgins 

acquired the property). All construction and 

maintenance was overseen by George K. Higgins up 

until his death in 1964, and subsequently by his wife 

Katherine Higgins up until she permanently vacated 

the premises in 1975. All six structures retain a great 

deal of integrity based on the seven aspects of integrity 

outlined in “National Register Bulletin 15: How to 

Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation”. 

The structures retain all seven aspects of integrity: 

location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, 

feeling, and association. 

The recommended treatment for the six Atwood-

Higgins outbuildings is in accordance with the Cape 

Cod National Seashore General Management Plan, 

Forging a Collaborative Future, Final Environmental 

Impact Statement, Volume 1: Environmental Impact 

Statement, Cape Cod National Seashore, Barnstable 

County, Massachusetts, completed in February 1998. 

The proposed action, Alternative 2, calls for the 

treatments for historic buildings to include 

preservation and rehabilitation. 

Exterior preservation or restoration for most 

buildings, and interior rehabilitation treatments 

for some buildings, would be undertaken; full 

restoration or minimal stabilization treatment 

would only be used as necessary.3 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 

Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 

Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and 

Reconstructing Historic Buildings define preservation 

as: 

As detailed in the Cultural Landscape Report, 

Preservation is the act or process of applying measures 

necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and 

materials of an historic property. Work, including 

preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the 

property, generally focuses upon the ongoing 

maintenance and repair of historic materials and 

features rather than extensive replacement and new 

construction. New exterior additions are not within 

the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and 

sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and 

plumbing systems and other code-required work to 

make properties functional is appropriate within a 

preservation project.4 

Rehabilitation is defined as “the act or process of 

making possible a compatible use for a property 

through repair, alterations, and additions while 

preserving those portions or features which convey its 

historical, cultural, or architectural values.”5 Further 

details on the preservation and rehabilitation 

standards are detailed in the Cultural Landscape 

Report. 

The General Management Plan also calls for the nine 

buildings located within the Atwood-Higgins complex 

to be interpreted for visitors by the National Park 

Service.6 In keeping with the proposed action, 

Alternative 2, the GMP states: “The interiors of 

selected historic buildings would be preserved or 

rehabilitated to improve interpretive opportunities. 

Exhibits, climate control, and security devices would 

be installed when necessary and appropriate.”7 

The act of preserving and/or rehabilitating the six 

outbuildings located within the Atwood-Higgins 

complex for interpretive use should be guided by the 

retention of the character-defining features that have 

been outlined, building specific, in the preceding 

section of this report. It is these features that provide 

the distinguishing character of each structure and that 

should be retained to achieve the highest level of 

preservation. 
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WOODSHED 

Exterior Elements 

• The setting and location of the Woodshed should 

be retained as it provides visual information 

regarding the utilitarian function of the structure. 

• The fenestration of the Woodshed should be 

preserved and replaced in kind where appropriate. 

This would include doorways D101, D102, D103 

and windows W101, W102, and W103.  

o Specifically, the large sliding batten door in the 

west elevation of the Storage Room, D101, and 

two large bay openings, D102 and D103, in the 

west elevation of the Woodshed Addition, 

should be preserved as they also provide visual 

information regarding the utilitarian function 

of the structure.  

o Three windows fitted with three-over-three 

double hung sash windows located in the east 

elevation (W101 and W102) and north 

elevation (W103) should be preserved. They 

are consistent with typical windows found in 

the other outbuildings located within the 

Atwood-Higgins complex. 

• Exterior materials should be preserved and 

replaced in kind where appropriate. This would 

include: fieldstone, wooden post, and brick 

foundations (the different materials in the 

foundation correspond to the three periods of 

construction), wood shingle siding and roofing, 

wooden batten doors hung within D101, D102 

and D103, three-over-three double hung sash 

windows located in W101, W102, and W103, and 

the plain board casings painted red surrounding 

W101, W102, and W103. 

• The north-south, medium-pitched gable roofs and 

the extended north-south gable roof should be 

preserved. 

• The exterior of the Woodshed should remain 

unpainted and the exterior trim should remain 

painted red. Features of the exterior trim that are 

painted red include: rake boards, corner boards, 

sliding door on the west elevation (D101), window 

trim, sills, and muntins. Color should match as 

close to “Pittsburgh Barnhide Red” as George K. 

Higgins notes in his journal, which was applied to 

the Woodshed in 1965 and unknown thereafter.8 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed internal framing should be preserved. It 

emphasizes the utilitarian function of the structure 

as well as the simple construction techniques 

employed by George K. Higgins. 

• Combinations of wooden plank flooring and dirt 

floors should be retained. Both illustrate the 

simplicity and functionality of the structure. 

• The walls consisting of the exposed sheathing 

should be preserved. 

• Interior loft space should be preserved, 

demonstrating the storage space it provided 

during George K. Higgins’ tenure. 

• Built-in cabinets and shelving should be 

preserved. They provided the storage space 

needed to aid in the day-to-day operations in and 

around the Woodshed during George K. Higgins’ 

tenure. 

• Features of the interior doorway, D104, should 

remain and be replaced in kind, if necessary. This 

would include interior door trim, the door, and 

door hardware. 

• The plain board window casings that surround the 

interior of the windows should be preserved or 

replaced in-kind where appropriate, as they 

exemplify the simplicity of the structure. 

• The unpainted interior should remain to 

emphasize the simplicity and functionality of the 

structure. 

• The sink should remain in the Laundry section of 

the Laundry/Bath addition as it visually informs a 
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visitor of the room’s function during George K. 

Higgins’ tenure. 

GARAGE 

Exterior Elements 

• The setting and location of the Garage should be 

retained. Originally constructed in 1923, the 

Garage was moved to its present location in 1929 

by George K. Higgins and emphasizes his feelings 

of the importance of this site. 

• The design of the Garage should be preserved. As 

previously mentioned, the Garage was originally 

constructed by George K. Higgins in 1923, 

dismantled and rebuilt in 1929. The demolition 

and reconstruction of a fairly new structure 

demonstrates George K. Higgins’ passion for 

creating the idealistic compound of Colonial 

Revival buildings. The curved (D101 and D102) 

and cut corners (D103) of the bay openings in the 

northeast elevation should be preserved. George 

K. Higgins states in his journal the two different 

constructions were intentional and designed to 

show examples of both styles. 

• The fenestration in the northeast elevation of the 

Garage should be preserved. This would include: 

the three bay openings, D101, D102, and D103 

that illustrate the functionality of the structure to 

house motor vehicles, and the window, W101. 

• The materials of the Garage should be retained 

and replaced in kind, where appropriate. This 

would include: the poured concrete foundation, 

wood shingling on the southeast and southwest 

elevations and partial wood shingling on the 

northwest elevation, the unpainted batten boards 

on the northeast and northwest (partial) 

elevations, wood shingling on the roof, wooden 

batten doors within D101, D102, and D103, 

wooden batten shutter on the exterior of W101, 

and plain board casing on the exterior of W101. 

o The two-over-two casement window depicted 

in historic photographs should be replaced 

within W101. 

• The medium-pitched, saltbox gable roof should be 

retained. Repair of these roofs was undertaken by 

CACO NS maintenance staff during the summer 

of 2007; therefore the roofs should be carefully 

monitored for any necessary future repairs. 

• The gutter system (gutters and gutter brackets) on 

the northeast elevation of the Garage should be 

preserved and replaced in kind, where 

appropriate.  

• The exterior of the Garage should remain 

unpainted. The gutters and gutter brackets should 

remain painted red.  

Interior Elements 

• Exposed internal framing and roofing should be 

preserved. It emphasizes the utilitarian function of 

the structure as well as the simple construction 

techniques employed by George K. Higgins. 

• The poured concrete flooring in Rooms 101 and 

102 should be preserved. They also emphasize the 

utilitarian function of the structure. 

• The walls consisting of the exposed sheathing 

should be preserved. 

• Built-in cabinets and shelving should be 

preserved. They provided the storage space 

needed to aid in the day-to-day operations in and 

around the Garage during George K. Higgins’ 

tenure. 

• The plain board window casing that surrounds the 

interior of D104 and W101 should be preserved. 

They exemplify the simplicity of the structure and 

should be replaced in kind, where appropriate. 

• The unpainted interior should remain, as it also 

emphasizes the functionality and simplicity of the 

structure. 
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• The wood shingling on the southeast interior wall 

of Room 102 should remain, as it indicates that 

this was once an exterior wall that was reused in 

the construction of the present structure. 

BARN 

Exterior Elements 

• The setting and location of the Barn should be 

preserved. The Barn was inspired by a previously 

existing barn constructed by George K. Higgins’ 

paternal grandfather, located slightly north and 

west of the current site. 

• The utilitarian design of the Barn should be 

retained. 

• The fenestration of the Barn should be preserved, 

where possible. All doorways (D101, D102, D103, 

D104, D105) should be retained; all windows 

(W101, W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, 

W108, W109, and W110) should be preserved and 

windows should be replaced in kind, where 

appropriate.  

• Doorway D102 in the east end of the south 

elevation should be retained as a key feature that is 

distinct to the design of a Barn. 

• The materials of the Barn should be retained and 

replaced in kind, where appropriate. This would 

include: wooden post foundation, unpainted 

wooden flush vertical boards on the south, east 

(partial), north (partial), and west (partial) 

elevations, horizontal wooden clapboards located 

at the gable peak of the east elevation of the 

principal mass, wood shingle siding located on the 

east (partial), north (partial) and west (partial) 

elevations, wood shingles on roof, windows 

located in the windows, wooden batten doors 

within four doorways D101, D102, D103, and 

D105, and the flat board casing painted red 

surrounding the nine windows (W102, W103, 

W104, W105, W106, W107, W108, W109, and 

W110).  

o Batten boards on the exterior elevations of the 

Barn should be replaced in kind where 

completely missing or partially rotted. 

o W202 should be fitted with a three-over-three, 

double hung sash window (presently missing) 

similar to the three-over-three sash windows 

found in the other buildings located on the 

property and that appears in historic 

photographs. Various panes of glass should be 

replaced on windows, where missing or 

damaged. 

• Roof constructions and orientations should be 

retained. This would include: the west-east, 

medium-pitched roof over the principal mass, the 

extended gable roof over the north elevation 

projection, and the south-facing saltbox roof over 

the east elevation annex. 

• The partially remaining gutter system (gutter and 

gutter brackets) on the north elevation should be 

preserved and replaced in kind, where 

appropriate. 

• The exterior of the Barn should remain unpainted 

and the exterior trim should remain painted red. 

Features that comprise the exterior trim include: 

rake boards, corner boards, window trim, sills, and 

muntins. The posts and braces that support the 

south elevation porch roof of the east elevation 

annex should also remain painted red. 

• The exterior platform and three-hole fenestration 

for bird refuge that was once located at the gable 

peak on the east elevation of the Barn should be 

reconstructed. Design and construction should be 

based upon historic photographs. 

• Exterior open porch roof (presently missing) on 

the west elevation should be reconstructed. 

Construction should be based on historic 

photographs. 

• Missing gutters and brackets on the north 

elevation should be replaced in kind. 
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Interior Elements 

• Exposed internal framing and roofing of the Barn 

should be preserved. It emphasizes the utilitarian 

function of the structure as well as the simple 

construction techniques employed by George K. 

Higgins. 

• The flooring in the Barn should be preserved and 

replaced in kind, where appropriate. This would 

include: plywood sheeting flooring in the 

Hallway/Entry Area, Box Stall, Harness; unpainted 

wooden plank flooring in the Stall (laid in an west-

east direction), Carriage Room (laid in a north-

south direction), and Shed (laid in a west-east 

direction); poured concrete flooring in the Bunk 

Room; and dirt floor in the Open Shed. 

• Built-in cabinets and shelving in the Barn should 

be preserved. They provided the storage space 

needed to aid in the day-to-day operations in and 

around the Garage during George K. Higgins’ 

tenure. This would include: the shelf on south 

wall, the workbench, shelving, platform, oriel-style 

cabinet, and bird house/refuge on the east wall of 

the Carriage Room; and the cubbyhole units 

located in south wall and built-in shelf on north 

wall of the Shed. 

• Features of the interior doors located within 

doorways D106, D107, D108, D110, D111, and 

D112 should be preserved and replaced in kind, 

where appropriate. This would include 

surrounding trim, doors, and door hardware. 

• Interior windows and shutters located within the 

Stall and Box Stall should be retained and replaced 

in kind where appropriate. The windows visually 

illustrate the functionality of these two rooms. 

• Interior windows casings should be preserved and 

replaced in kind, where appropriate.  

• The unpainted interior should remain as it also 

emphasizes the functionality and simplicity of the 

structure. 

• The corner iron trough should remain in the Stall. 

It visually illustrates the function of this room. 

• The sheet of plexiglass should be replaced (or 

glass panes inserted) in the door window panes 

located within D108. Because of the lack of 

historic photographic documentation, it is 

unknown what material would have been 

originally used in these two small windows. 

GUEST HOUSE 

Exterior Elements 

• The setting and location of the Guest House, 

approximately 210 feet northeast of the main 

Atwood-Higgins House, should be preserved. The 

Guest House was constructed to provide 

increased accommodations for guests who visited 

the Atwood-Higgins property. 

• The design of the Guest House should be retained 

and preserved. The Guest House represents the 

strongest effort put forth by George K. Higgins, 

among all of the structures located within the 

Atwood-Higgins complex, to recreate an authentic 

reproduction of a Colonial-era house. 

o The additions to the Guest House constructed 

in 1951 and 1952 should be preserved as they 

represent the Higgins’ desire for increased 

modern technology despite his efforts of 

creating a simplistic, authentic Colonial-era 

house. 

• The fenestration of the Guest House should be 

preserved, where possible. All doorways (D101, 

D102, D103, and D105) and windows (W101, 

W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, W108, 

W109, W110, W111, W112, W113, W114, and 

W115) should be retained. 

• All materials of the Guest House should be 

preserved and retained as much as possible. This 

would include: the brick foundation, wooden 

shingles on all four elevations, wood shingles on 

roof, wooden batten doors hung within D101, 
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D103, and D104, wooden Dutch door hung within 

D102, the panes within the fifteen windows, the 

flat board casing surrounding the fifteen windows, 

and two brick chimneys located on the east and 

north elevations. 

o Inappropriate patching on the brick chimney 

on the north elevation should be repaired with 

materials in kind. 

• All roof constructions, designs, and orientations 

should be preserved and include: the medium-

pitched, north-south gable roof over the Living 

Room, the medium-pitched, west-east gable roof 

over the South Bedroom, the medium-pitched, 

north-south gable roof over the Bathroom and 

North Bedroom, the medium-pitched, south-

facing saltbox roof over the Closet, and the 

medium-pitched, north-south gable roof over the 

Kitchen. 

• The gutter system consisting of gutters, supporting 

brackets and downspouts should be preserved and 

replaced in kind, where appropriate. 

• The exterior of the Guest House should remain 

unpainted and the exterior trim should remain 

painted red. Features of the exterior trim include: 

ridge boards, rake boards, corner boards, gutters, 

gutter brackets, window trim, sills, and muntins, 

door trim, and the wooden doors hung within 

D101 and D102.  

Interior Elements 

• Exposed framing in the Living Room, South 

Bedroom, and North Bedroom in the Guest 

House should be preserved. It was an intentional 

design feature by George K. Higgins to create a 

Colonial Revival Style house. 

• The flooring in the Guest House should be 

preserved. This would include: the red brick 

flooring in the Entry with courses that run in a 

west-east direction; wide wooden boards of 

varying length that run in a north-south direction 

and finished in mustard yellow paint with splatters 

of white, green, red, and brown paint found in the 

Living Room, South Bedroom, and Hallway; the 

unpainted wide wooden boards of varying length 

that run in a north-south direction in the North 

Bedroom and Closet; the rolled linoleum with a 

brick pattern design in the Kitchen; and the 

cream-colored and black vinyl asbestos tiles laid in 

a checkered pattern in the Bath. The flooring 

choices also reflect an intentional design choice of 

George K. Higgins to aid in his attempt to recreate 

an authentic Colonial-era house. 

o Presently there is a large hole in the floor in the 

northeast corner of the Living Room. This hole 

should be repaired with in kind materials to 

match the existing floor. 

• All interior walls and wall surfaces should be 

preserved and retained. Repairs should be made in 

kind, where appropriate. This would include: 

horizontal wooden boards painted white in the 

Entry; unpainted tongue-and-groove wooden 

siding of varying size and direction in Living 

Room; unpainted vertical tongue-and-groove 

siding in South Bedroom; heather gray/blue 

masonite sheeting designed with a tile pattern and 

wallpaper with a butterfly pattern in the Bath; 

unpainted horizontal tongue-and-groove siding 

and white plaster walls in the North Bedroom; 

unpainted vertical tongue-and-groove siding in 

the Closet; unpainted vertical tongue-and groove 

siding in Hallway; and masonite siding in the 

Kitchen. The walls and wall surface materials also 

reflect an intentional design choice of George K. 

Higgins to aid in his attempt to recreate an 

authentic Colonial-era house. 

• The ceiling in each room of the Guest House 

should be preserved and replaced in kind where 

appropriate. This would include: the plaster 

ceilings in Entry, Living Room, South Bedroom, 

North Bedroom (with stucco-like finish), and 

Closet (with stucco-like finish); and the drywall 

ceiling finished white paint in Bath and Kitchen.  
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• Built-in cabinets and shelving in the Guest House 

should be preserved. This would include: 

o Built-in features in the Living Room: built-in 

cabinets located in the west and east ends of 

the north wall, built-in shelf located above the 

fireplace on the north wall, and built-in 

cabinets located in west wall. 

o Built-in features in the South Bedroom: built-in 

cabinet located in the north end of the east 

wall; two built-in cabinets located in the west 

end of the north wall. 

o Built-in features in the Kitchen: two shelving 

units located on the north side of the east wall; 

one shelving unit located on the south side of 

the east wall; built-in cabinet in the north wall; 

and two shelving units located in the northeast 

corner of the room spanning the north side of 

the west wall and the west side of the north 

wall. 

• Features of interior doorways (D105, D106, D107, 

D109, D110, D112, and D113) should be 

preserved and replaced in kind, where 

appropriate. These features would include (where 

extant) surrounding trim, doors, and hardware. 

These features were carefully chosen by George K. 

Higgins to aid in his attempt at creating an 

authentic Colonial-era house. 

o The bullseye glass panes located on the top of 

the door hung within D106 should be 

preserved and replaced in kind if necessary. 

• Interior window casing should be preserved on 

windows (W101, W102, W103, W104, W106, 

W107, W108, W109, W110, W111, W112, W113, 

W114 and W115). The trim is an additional feature 

that was intentionally selected by George K. 

Higgins to “look old” and add to his overall design 

of recreating a Colonial-era style house. Interior 

window trim should be replaced in kind, where 

appropriate. 

• All interior finishes should be preserved. 

• There are several features located within the Guest 

House that should be retained and preserved. 

These features should be replaced in kind, if 

necessary and where appropriate. These special 

features include: 

o Special features in the Living Room: brick 

fireplace and hearth in Living Room located in 

and in front of the north wall. 

o Special feature located in the Kitchen: built-in 

drop-table on east wall in Kitchen. 

o Special features located in the Bath: Mint green 

ceramic shower tub on west wall, mint green 

ceramic console table sink on the south wall, 

mint green ceramic toilet on the north wall, 

and hanging lamp in the center of the ceiling. 

o Special feature in Entry: hanging lamp in center 

of the ceiling. 

SUMMER HOUSE 

Exterior Elements 

• The setting and location of the Summer House 

should be retained. This site was carefully chosen 

by George K. Higgins and his father, Richard 

Higgins, for its somewhat isolated setting on a hill 

overlooking a meadow. 

• The original Summer House was constructed in 

1936, subsequently torn down (only the roof was 

salvaged) and the existing structure was built in 

1960. The design of the 1960 Summer House 

should be preserved and retained. However, the 

design of the 1936 Adirondack-style Summer 

House is also a character-defining feature and 

reconstruction based on historic photographic 

documentation of features of this design would be 

an acceptable preservation treatment. 

• All fenestration on the Summer House should be 

preserved. This would include all windows (W101, 

W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, and 

W108) and doorway (D101). 
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• The materials of the Summer House should be 

retained and replaced in kind where appropriate. 

This would include: brick foundation, horizontal 

wooden clapboarding on the lower halves of all 

four elevations (total of 6 clapboards on each 

elevation each having approximately a 6 1/2 inch 

exposure), wood shingles on roof, wooden batten 

door hung within D101, plywood awning-style 

shutters on all four elevations, three metal strap 

hinges located on the door hung within D101, and 

window hardware that consists of two metal strap 

hinges located on the top of each shutter as well as 

two metal turn locks located on the lower right 

and left sides of each shutter. 

• The pyramidal roof of the Summer House should 

be preserved and retained. Replacement of any 

material should be made in kind.  

o The roof was the only salvaged component 

from the original Summer House constructed 

in 1936 by George K. Higgins. 

• The exterior (corner boards, shutters, 

clapboarding) of the Summer House is painted 

red, with the exception of the roof. This finish 

should be retained and if repainting is needed, the 

color should be matched as close as possible to 

what is extant. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed structural framing (walls and ceiling) 

should be preserved. It emphasizes the simple 

construction techniques employed by George K. 

Higgins. 

• The flooring in the Summer House that consists of 

3 ½ inch wooden floor boards that run in a north-

south direction should be preserved and replaced 

in kind, where appropriate. 

• The unpainted interior should be retained to 

emphasize the simplicity of the structure. 

COUNTRY STORE 

Exterior Elements 

• The location and setting of the Country Store 

should be preserved. The Country Store was 

constructed on a hill that was lowered 

approximately 10-15 feet at the time of 

construction. 

• The design of the Country Store should be 

preserved. The design was conceived by George K. 

Higgins and largely inspired by George’s 

childhood memories of visiting North Pomfret, 

Vermont where his grandfather lived. It is the 

most nostalgically-inspired structure located 

within the Atwood-Higgins complex. 

• All fenestration of the Country Store should be 

preserved, where possible. All doorways (D101, 

D102, D103, and D104) and windows (W101, 

W102, W103, W104, W105, W106, W107, W108, 

W109, W110, W111, W112, W201, W202, and 

W203) should be retained. 

• All materials of the Country Store should be 

preserved and retained as much as possible. This 

would include:  

o Brick foundation. 

o Siding on the east elevation: horizontal wooden 

clapboarding with 4 inch reveal, horizontal 

wooden boards, and wooden shingles laid in a 

coursed pattern; siding on north elevation: 

wooden shingles laid on a coursed pattern and 

vertical wooden boards; siding on the west 

elevation: wooden shingles laid in a coursed 

pattern; and siding on the south elevation: 

wooden shingles laid in a coursed pattern and 

horizontal wooden clapboards 

o Wood shingles on roof. 

o All door related features of D101, D102, D103, 

and D104. This includes exterior trim, doors, 

and door hardware. 
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o All window related features located within the 

fifteen windows. This would include all 

windows and exterior window trim. 

o Missing shutter dogs should be replaced in 

kind, where appropriate. 

o Brick chimney that punctuates the north end of 

the eastern slope of the north-south gable roof 

over the Study. 

• All roof constructions, designs, and orientations 

should be preserved and include: the medium-

pitched, west-east gable roof over the Country 

Store Room, the medium-pitched, north-south 

gable roof over the Study, the combination 

extended gable roof and medium-pitched west-

east gable roof over the Store Room and Bath, the 

porch roof over the east elevation exterior porch, 

and the shed roof over D104, located on the west 

elevation. 

• The majority of the roof covering of the shed roof 

over D104, on the west elevation, is missing and 

should be replaced in kind. 

• The gutter system consisting of wooden gutters 

supported by wooden brackets should be 

preserved where it exists in the following 

locations: the exterior east elevation of the Study, 

exterior north elevation of the Country Store 

Room, exterior west elevation of the Study, and 

the exterior south elevation of the Country Store 

Room. Gutter and downspouts should be replaced 

in kind where appropriate. Two downspouts 

located on the southeast and southwest corner of 

the Country Store respectively should also be 

preserved and replaced in kind, when and where 

appropriate. 

• The exterior of the Country Store should remain 

unpainted and the exterior trim should remain 

painted red. The exterior trim features that are 

painted red include: ridge boards, chimney cap, 

rake boards, corner boards, gutters, gutter 

brackets, downspouts, east elevation porch posts, 

window trim and shutters, door trim, and doors 

hung within D101, D102, and D104. 

Interior Elements 

• Exposed framing in the Study and Country Store 

Room should be preserved. Though the Country 

Store was constructed with balloon framing, 

George K. Higgins had wooden posts and beams 

inserted to give the appearance of post-and-girt 

framing. This was a key feature in Higgins’ effort 

to create a Colonial Revival style structure. 

• The flooring in the Country Store should be 

preserved. This would include: the unpainted, 

wooden board flooring that runs in a north south 

direction in the Study and the unpainted, wide 

wooden plank flooring that runs in a west-east 

direction of the Country Store Room. The flooring 

should be replaced in kind, where appropriate. 

The flooring choices also reflect an intentional 

design feature Higgins chose to aid in his attempt 

to recreate an authentic Colonial-era structure. 

• All interior walls and wall surfaces should be 

preserved and retained and repairs should be 

made in kind, where appropriate. This would 

include:  

o Walls in Study: flat, paneled wood, painted off-

white on the lower one-third of walls with a 

with an off-white single bead molding chair rail 

on the top and an off-white molded baseboard 

on the bottom. Upper two-thirds of the walls 

constructed of unpainted gray plaster topped 

with wooden crown molding painted off-

white. 

o Walls in the Country Store Room: north wall 

constructed of a combination of tongue-and-

groove vertical wooden siding and white 

plaster; south wall constructed of a 

combination of tongue-and-groove vertical 

siding, plaster, and plywood sheeting; east wall 

constructed of unpainted plywood sheeting on 

the bottom half of the wall and white plaster on 
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the top half of the wall; west wall constructed 

of tongue-and-groove vertical siding. 

o Unpainted, white plaster ceiling in Study. 

o Unpainted, white plaster ceiling in Country 

Store Room with simulated exposed floor joists 

and beams. 

• The ceiling in each room of the Country Store 

should be preserved and replaced in kind, where 

appropriate. This would include: the unpainted, 

white plaster ceiling in Study and the unpainted, 

white plaster ceiling in Country Store Room with 

simulated exposed floor joists and beams. 

• Built-in cabinets and shelving in the Country Store 

should be preserved. This would include: the 

built-in bed placed on the north end of the west 

wall and built-in shelving on the south wall in the 

Study and the built-in shelving on the south wall in 

the Country Store Room. 

• Features of interior doorways (D105, D106, D107, 

D108, and D109) should be preserved and 

replaced in kind, where appropriate. These 

features would include (where extant) 

surrounding trim, doors, and hardware. These 

features were carefully chosen by George K. 

Higgins to aid in his attempt at creating and an 

authentic Colonial-era house. 

• Interior window casings should be preserved on 

windows W101, W102, W103, W105, W107, 

W108, W110, W111, and W112. The casings 

should be replaced in kind, where appropriate. 

• All interior finishes should be preserved. 

• There are several special features located within 

the Country Store that should be retained and 

preserved. These features should be replaced in 

kind, if necessary and where appropriate. These 

special features include: 

o Fireplace located in the north wall of the Study 

that measures 36 inches wide by 31 ½ inches 

tall. Semicircular hearth constructed of brick. 

Iron crane located on the left side of the 

firebox. 

o Hanging glass chandelier located above W103 

in the Country Store Room. 

o Two bars in Country Store Room: one in the 

southeast corner of the room and the other 

located in the southwest corner of the room. 

o Potbelly stove located in the Country Store 

Room. 

o Wooden counter located in Country Store 

Room. 

o Small wooden sink located on the north wall in 

the Country Store Room. 
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1 Lee Nelson, Preservation Brief 17: Architectural 
Character, Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic 
Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character 
(Washington D.C.: Preservation Assistance Division, 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of Interior, 1998). 
2 Ibid. 
3 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
and U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Forging a Collaborative Future, Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the General 
Management Plan, Volume 1: Environmental Impact 
Statement, Cape Cod National Seashore, Barnstable 
County, Massachusetts (Wellfleet, MA: U.S. Department 
of the Interior, National Park Service, Feb. 1998), p. 78. 
4 The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing 
Historic Buildings (Washington D.C.: Preservation 
Assistance Division, National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 1995). 
5 Ibid. 
6 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
and U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Forging a Collaborative Future, Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the General 
Management Plan, Volume 1: Environmental Impact 
Statement, Cape Cod National Seashore, Barnstable 
County, Massachusetts (Wellfleet, MA: U.S. Department 
of the Interior, National Park Service, Feb. 1998), p. 77. 
7 Ibid, p. 80. 
8 GKH Journal, p. 169. 
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