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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Buffalo National River 
402 N. Walnut, Suite 136 

IN REPLY REFER TO:                                                                 Harrison, AR  72601 
L3015 (BUFF) 
 
November 3, 2011 
 
 
 
  
Dear Bidder: 
 
Re:  Agricultural Special Use Permits #MWR-BUFF-1000-XXX 
 
This year as we advertise Agricultural SUP’s within the Buffalo National River, you may notice 
an increase in the price of the permit.  The new minimum bids are derived from an in-house 
study that looked at all aspects of each parcel of land, including acres, miles of dirt road, road 
conditions, soil classes and percent of forage available.  As a result of this study, the minimum 
bid for some parcels will increase, some will decrease and some will remain unchanged.  It has 
been more than twenty years since there was a price adjustment to the value of the fields.  
 
We understand that the new minimum bids may be significantly more expensive than in the past, 
but we are required to bring prices up to date with current fair market values. We appreciate your 
patience and cooperation as we continue to make improvements to our Agricultural permit 
program.    
 
Your participation plays a very important role in managing the landscape of Buffalo National 
River. Without farming, these fields would quickly turn into a mix of invasive species and 
unproductive forest.  Farmed fields are part of the cultural landscape at the Buffalo National 
River and your services help maintain a wide variety of habitat for a large number of species. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Resource Management at 870-365-2776. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Kevin G. Cheri 
Superintendent 
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     Solicitation Opportunity 
for  

Agricultural Special Use Permits 
Buffalo National River 

 
Solicitation  # BUFF-MWR-1000-XXX 

 
 
The National Park Service (NPS) intends to award twelve (12) Special Use Permits 
for parcels within portions of Buffalo National River in Newton and Searcy 
Counties.  In each parcel being offered, agricultural use is limited to hay cutting.  
The Bid Sheet, parcel description, and maps regarding each parcel are attached to 
this Solicitation.  Permits will not be solely issued based upon the highest bid for 
each parcel. The ability to perform the work, knowledge of the SUP agricultural 
program, and past performance will be included in the selection process.    
 
The Service is conducting this Solicitation for Agricultural Special Use Permits in 
accordance with 16 United States Code 1-4 and 36 Code of Federal Regulation 
Parts 1 – 7.   
 
In the event of any inconsistency between the terms of this Solicitation and 36 
Code of Federal Regulation Parts 1-7, 36 Code of Federal Regulation Parts 1-7 will 
prevail.  In the event of any inconsistency between the description of the terms 
contained in this Solicitation and the Special Permit itself, the terms of the Special 
Use Permit will prevail. 
 
Bidders are responsible for undertaking appropriate due diligence with respect to 
this Agricultural SUP opportunity.  All of the statements made in this Solicitation 
regarding the nature of the opportunity and its likely future are only opinions of the 
National Park Service.  Offerors may not rely on any representations of the Service 
in this regard. 
 

Each permit will be for a term of two (2) years beginning on its effective date, 
which is estimated to be January 1, 2012.  The expiration date of each permit will 
be December 31, 2013.  

Term and Effective Date 
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Minimum acceptable bids are listed on the parcel information sheet (Attachment 2) 
and the application page (Attachment 3).  Bids may vary depending on field 
quality and location.  

Minimum Bids  

 

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plans are designed to enhance the habitat value of 
agricultural fields for wildlife.  Projects included in these plans are intended to 
increase the diversity of habitat types present for the benefit of both game and non-
game species.  Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plans for selected parcels (see 
Attachment  3) have been developed by the NPS and the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission (AGFC).  Not all fields have Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plans.  
Permittees having fields with Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plans will be required 
to participate in various tasks, including bush-hogging, disking, applying lime, 
fertilizer and seeds.  Specialized equipment may be rented from district 
conservation offices in Boone, Marion, Newton and Searcy counties.  The value of 
work accomplished for the Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plan will not be 
deducted from the permit fee for the following year, therefore, cost should be 
accounted for in your bid.  A site-specific Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plan has 
been developed for each parcel in cooperation with the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission.  The plan will be reviewed before each permit is renewed.    

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Plans 

 

See Special Use Permit and conditions (Attachment 4). The bidder is responsible 
for reviewing the Special Use Permit and specifically the terms and conditions of 
the permit, including any exhibits, to determine the full scope of the permittee 
holder’s responsibilities under this permit.  Soil tests are taken annually by NPS 
and the permit holder is responsible for applying the minimum recommended 
amounts of fertilizer and lime. No reimbursement will be provided to the permittee 
for the expense of fertilizer and lime.  

Permit Conditions 

 

The condition of fields and access roads varies from location to location (See 
Attachment 1).  Bidders are responsible for determining the condition of fields and 
access roads before submitting a bid and accept those conditions “as is.”  Some 
fields contain public roads and all fields are open to limited public use.  Vehicle 
access is restricted in some fields and permit holders will be required to maintain a 
lock on the access gates to the restricted fields.  NPS will maintain a lock on the 
opposite end of the gate. Agricultural permits are for the specific agricultural use 
only and do not authorize any other form of use by the permit holder.  Road work 

Access and Road Conditions 
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is not to be completed by permittee without prior approval from the Superintendent 
or his representative.  
 

Maps indicating the locations of available fields are attached (See Attachment 2). 
Fields are identified by name and tract number which is found on the bid list and 
on each map. 

Maps 

 

It is strongly suggested that bidders view fields prior to submitting a bid.  There 
will not be park staff available for opening gates for viewing opportunities.  All 
parcels located behind locked access gates will have to be accessed on foot.  

Field Viewing 

 

1.  Complete Attachment 3, Solicitation Application. 
How to Submit a Bid 

 
2.  Send the signed and dated Solicitation Application in a sealed envelope with the 
following marked on the outside of the envelope: 
 

“AG SUP SOLICITATION PROPOSAL, MAILROOM DO NOT OPEN” 
Rachel Green Norton 
Agricultural Special Use Permit Coordinator 
National Park Service 
Buffalo National River 
402 N. Walnut, Suite 136 
Harrison, AR 72601 

 
3.  Show your name and address in the upper left-hand corner of the envelope. 
 
4.  The NPS must receive your bid by the time and date and at the address shown 
above.  NPS is not responsible for mail delivery by the United States Postal 
Service.  
 
Your bid will not be accepted

1. Your Bid Form was not received by the NPS by the deadline as described in 
this Solicitation. 

 if: 

2. Your Bid Form was not signed and dated. 
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The National Park Service will notify the successful bidders, via certified mail, 
within seven (7) working days after the bid opening. 

Notification of Successful Bid 

 
1. The successful bidder must submit a completed Special Use Permit (SUP) 

Application form (See Attachment 5) to the National Park Service at the 
address shown on the cover of this Solicitation within seven (7) working 
days from receipt of a Notice of Successful Bidder.  A one-time $50 cost 
recovery application fee, in the form of a check, money order or cashier’s 
check made to the National Park Service, must be enclosed with the 
completed SUP form.   

 
2. If the successful bidder fails to submit a completed Special Use Permit 

(SUP) form and pay the $50 cost recovery application fee within the time 
frame specified in this Solicitation, the National Park Service may select 
another successfully responsive bidder for award of the SUP, or will cancel 
the selection. 

 

1. Upon receipt of the completed SUP Application form and $50 cost recovery 
application payment, the Service will issue the SUP for the successful 
bidder’s signature.  The bidder must sign and return the SUP to the Service 
within five (5) working days to the address listed below: 

Special Use Permit Issuance 

 
Rachel Green Norton 
Agricultural Special Use Permit Coordinator 
National Park Service 
Buffalo National River 
402 N. Walnut, Suite 136 
Harrison, AR 72601 

 
2. If the successful bidder fails to submit the signed SUP within the time frame 

specified, then the National Park Service may select another successfully 
responsive bidder for award of the SUP, or will cancel the selection. 

 

For information regarding field locations, access, or Special Use Permit terms or 
conditions, please contact:  

Additional Information 
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Rachel Green Norton 
Buffalo National River 
Agricultural Special Use Permit Coordinator 
(870) 365-2776 

 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1: Hayfield  Information and Directions 
Attachment 2: Parcel Maps 
Attachment 3: Application and Bid Form 
Attachment 4: Sample Special Use Permit with Conditions 
Attachment 5:   Sample Special Use Permit Application (NPS form 10-930) 
 
 



Solicitation #MWR-BUFF-1000-XXX
Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

1. Arnold Bend 03-103 H Searcy 81.9 160-80-270
$19.20 per acre     
$1,572.48 total 

Take Hwy 65 South. Turn into Tyler 
Bend Area. Take 4th left. Cross Calf 
Creek.  Turn right at Arnold Bend 
Road, just past the Old Arnold Bend 
Cemetary. Access thru cable gate. 

2. Baker Ford 02-100 H Searcy 26.3 60-80-160 (2010)
$16.80 per acre   
$441.84 total

Take Hwy 65 South, turn right on 
Hwy 374 in St. Joe. At 1st fork stay 
left on Baker Ford Road. Fields are 
on the back side of the campground, 
thru cable gate. 

3. Calf Creek 05-101 H Searcy 24 160-80-270
$19.80 per acre    

$475.20 total

Take Hwy 65 South to Tyler Bend.  
Turn right into Tyler Bend Entrance.  
Take the 4th road on the left. The 
fields will be at the bottom of the 
hill.  Road runs through the field 
system. 

Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

4. Dave Manes Bluff 10-105 H Searcy 11.2 160-40-220
$15.30 per acre   

$171.36 total

Take Hwy 65 South. Turn right on 
Hwy 74 towards Snowball.  At 
Snowball intersection turn right. 
Continue on River Rd to 'T'.  Take a 
left on River Rd. At the second 'T', 
take a left to stay on River Rd. At the 
3rd intersection, stay right. Then 
take the 3rd road on the right, Dave 
Manes Bluff Road. Field on the right. 

5. Erbie Complex**

5.A Hutchinson 48-100 H Newton 10 160-0-180

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow road across low 
water slab at river. Continue to 
Erbie Church Turn right at T 
intersection; Field will be on the left 
near gated road that turns to the 
left.

5.B Claggett 47-103 H Newton 17.8 60-30-160

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow road to low 
water slab across river; cross slab 
across river and then cross slab at 
Cove Creek; go straight until Clagget 
house, turn left into gate.

Page 2 of 7

$13.60 per acre   
$983.28 total
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Page 3 of 7 

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

5.C Tinsley 50-100 H Newton 17.2 160-0-180

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow Erbie Road to low 
water slab; Cross slab and continue 
across low water slab at Cove Creek; 
Continue straight past Claggett 
house and past Erbie Church turn 
right at T intersection. Entrance to 

5.D Mueller 50-106 H Newton 12.7 160-40-270

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie road, follow road to low water 
slab across river;  and cross low 
water slab on Cove Creek; turn right 
at intersection; cross low water slab 
and continue; field is on right at 
next gate.

5.E Parker-Hickman 50-112 H Newton 14.9 160-80-220

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow road to Parker-
Hickman homestead on south side 
of river; turn left; go through gate at 
Parker-Hickman homestead; 
continue on to Y intersection; Turn 
right to gate which leads to field.

$13.60 per acre   
$983.28 total
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

5.F Lindsey 50-119 H Newton 7.6 160-40-220

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow road and cross 
low water slab across river; then 
cross low water slab on Cove Creek; 
turn right at intersection; cross low 
water slab and continue on to Y; 
Turn right to gate, follow road to 
field.

5.G Fuller 50-100B H Newton 12.1 160-0-180

Take Hwy 7 South. Turn right on 
Erbie Road, follow road to low 
water slab; cross slab and continue 
across low water slab at Cove Creek; 
Continue straight past Claggett 
house and past Erbie Church; turn 
right at T intersection. Entrance to 
fields will be next gate on the right 

6. Gilbert 09-107 H Searcy 4 60-40-160 (2010)
$19.80 per acre  

$79.20 total

Take Hwy 65 South, turn left on Hwy 
333. Take a left on Dry Creek Rd. 
The road leads to a residence, but 
the field is on the left behind a gate 
thru the tree line.  

Page 4 of 7

$13.60 per acre   
$983.28 total
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

7. Margaret White 01-115 H Searcy 31.6 60-40-160
$16.20 per acre   

$511.92 total

Take Hwy 65 South. Turn right into 
Tyler Bend  area. Take 4th left, Peter 
Cave Road. Continue past the 
Arnold Bend turnoffs, up the hill. At 
the fork, veer left. At the next fork, 
stay right. At the 4 way intersection, 
take Getaway Rd to the left. Follow 
Getaway to River Rd on the right. 
Veer right at the first intersection.  
At the second intersection, stay 
right.  The 3 fields are at the end of 
the road.

8. R Villines Field 19-120 G Newton 36.3 60-0-0
$20.00 per acre      

$726.00 total

Take Hwy 43 South to Ponca. Turn 
right on Newton County 1000. Turn 
left on Newton County 1002. Veer 
left on Newton County 1003. Ends 
at gate. 

9. Wallace 15-102 H Newton 23 60-0-100
$16.00 per acre  

$368.00 total

Take Hwy 7 South, turn left towards 
the Pruitt landing, then immediately 
turn left again on Newton County 
3890.  Road will come to a 4-way.  
Take a right. Take the second right 
to the field. 

Page 5 of 7
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

10. Woolum 57-104 H Searcy 50.5 60-130-60
$19.80 per acre  

$999.90 total

Take Hwy 65 South to St. Joe.  Turn 
right on Hwy 374. At the fork, take a 
right on to S. Woolum Road. Veer 
right at the next fork on S. Woolum 
Rd. The fields are on near the 
campground.  

11. North Maumee 97-102 H Searcy 20.3 N/A
$17.10 per acre   
$347.13 total

Take Hwy 65 south. Turn left on 
Hwy 62.  Follow Hwy 62 into 
Yellville.  Turn right on Hwy 14. 
Follow Hwy 14 to town of Caney. 
Turn right on  CR 5032, there should 
be a sign visible. Follow CR 5032 
thru Jaded Drive to Maumee.  In 
Maumee, take a left on N. Maumee 
Rd. Fields will be on both sides of 
road.   

Page 6 of 7
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Hay Field Parcel Information and Directions

* Acres M/L - more or less acreage
**All directions are from Harrison

Parcel I.D Field Name
Tract 

Number
Grazing or 

Hay County 
Acres 
M/L*

2011 Fertilizer 
Recommendations   

N-P-K Minimum Bid Directions; Physical Location**

12. Sanders 97-102 B H Marion 13.4 N/A
$14.40 per acre  

$192.96 total

Take Hwy 65 South. Turn left onto 
Hwy 62 towards Yellville.  Turn right 
in Yellville on Hwy 14. Turn right on 
MC 5032 at Caney Sawmill. MC 
5032 turns into Tomahawk Church 
Rd. At the 'T' take a right. Then 
Tomahawk veers to the right. At the  
'T' at Maumee, take a right. Turn left 
on Sanders Field Road. Continue to 
first gate thru private pasture, then 
go thru gate onto park. Road will 
fork, go right.  Road runs thru field. 

Page 7 of 7
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