Each Fall the Arkansas Audubon Society offers two-day workshops designed to promote an understanding and
appreciation of Arkansas’ rich and fascinating natural history. Join us for this exciting learning opportunity, for
adults of all ages at beautiful Ferncliff Camp in Ferndale AR.

ARKANSAS AUDUBON SOCIETY
ADULT NATURAL HISTORY WORKSHOP
SEPTEMBER 17 -18, 2016

AQUATIC BIOLOGY THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY THE BIRD FRIENDLY YARD

Aquatic Biology
Instructor: Robin Buff, retired A.P. science teacher and Audubon Ecology Camp Director

Water is essential to all life. The organisms that inhabit our ponds and streams are the important basis
of many food chains, they also act like canaries in the coal mine to alert us to the condition of our
waterways and how our actions on land impact water quality. During this class we will collect, examine and
identify organisms from both lake and stream. Participants will be instructed in water sampling from lake
and stream and the collection and identification of aquatic organisms using microscopes and field guides.
The health of the watershed will be determined using established protocol. Those who want to wade

should bring old sneakers or water sandals.

The Monarch Butterfly : In Nature, in Your Yard and in the Classroom
Instructor: Ruth Andre is a retired 4th grade teacher and has been raising many species of butterflies
at her home in Tilly for about 10 years.

One of the most iconic animals that we see is the gorgeous Monarch Butterfly, Danaus plexippus. Due to its
beauty, intriguing life history and changing population numbers many of us want to know more about the
species and how we might help it survive. (Participants in this class are eligible for 10 Professional
Development hours from the ADE.)

The Bird Friendly Yard,
Organizers:, Pam and Jack Stewart, Presenters: Dan Scheiman, Jennifer Ogle, Jim Allen, Karen Seale,
Cheryl Lavers

It is estimated that many of our bird species have declined in numbers dramatically over the last half
century some by as much as 80%. What can we do to reverse this trend? A team of instructors will address the
many ways in which we can make our yards places where birds can find food, shelter and protection. Topics
addressed by individual instructors will include: An introduction to the Bird Friendly Yard program (BFY);
landscaping with native plants for birds; invasives and how to deal with them; supplementary feeding, watering
and housing; simple actions and Citizen Science contributions individuals can make to help birds; insect
importance to birds; bird hazards.

This workshop offers a pathway to extend and connect your yard with the natural ecosystem one plant at a
time and will prepare you to become a mentor for the AAS BFY program.




